Notice of Copyright

Published and unpublished materials may be protected by Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.
Code). Any copies of published and unpublished materials provided by the Western
History Collections are for research, scholarship, and study purposes only.

Use of certain published materials and manuscripts is restricted by law, by reason of their
origin, or by donor agreement. For the protection of its holdings, the Western History
Collections also reserves the right to restrict the use of unprocessed materials, or books
and documents of exceptional value and fragility. Use of any material is subject to the
approval of the Curator.

Citing Resources from the Western History Collections

For citations in published or unpublished papers, this repository should be listed as the
Western History Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.

An example of a proper citation:

Oklahoma Federation of Labor Collection, M452, Box 5, Folder 2. Western History
Collections, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma.



_CANNON, JSCAR.. , INTERVIEW 7350
P , - 342



-~ 8 -~ - .
Form A-(S-149)
DIOCRAFPHY FORM -

-

. WORKS FXOGRESS ADMINISTRATION 11
lndian-Tioncer History Projcet for Oklahoma ' ’

CANNON, 0SCaR. INTERVIEW. , | 7380 203 -

ol

Field Worker'!s rname Gus Humminebird

- ki
This report madc on (date) August' 24, 193 7
. ' & ;
l. Name Oscer Cennon . o ‘ U
5. Post Office AMdress  -etts, Cklehore
3. Residence address (or location) .
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month March Day 14  vYear 1366
S« Place of birth TNemeon. County, Georgie
6. Name of Father _Irby Cennon . Flace of birth Indirna.g = .
Other informetion about fether
7. Name of Mother Elizebeth Palmer Place of birth Gegrgie

et

Otrher information about mother

Note¢s or complete narrative by the ield workcr dealing with the 1.ifz and
story of the iercon interviewed, Rufer . to Manual for su:c-ted subjects
end questionse, Continue on blank shect: if nccessary and attach Tirmly to

this form, Number of shcets attached v ! .« -
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. Field iorker, Gus Hummingbird,
August 24, 1937.
Interview, with Oscar Cannon, )
. datts, Okleshome. . *
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—
Qécar Cennon,*e one-sixteenth Cheroke-, was.born in

the stete’ of Georgia, Merch 14, 1368. His parents were

Irby Crnnon, & white men, end Elizabeth P-lmer, a Cherckee

woman., The'family ceme to the Cherokee Nrtion when Oscer -

ey

t

es three yerrs old. They settled.on e smell orm in what
is now the Ballerd community. The-Cannons bought a cleim
from.& men ;and McClure, near the Arkansas line.,

Ferly Life.

“ost of the eerly life of Cennon wes spent on this smell
et which the father of Cinnon oper-ted im the neighborhood.
The: ferm consisted of about twenty-five ac;es aI,tha& time.
Thé drincipel crops were corn, oats end wheet. Mechinery
was not known et that time. 4 fev.v Criﬁe‘fﬂm implements-
were to be found in this pert of the Cherokeé Nation. The
family hed & herd time for several yesers affer coming to

3

| | %
"the Cherckee country. - ) '
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Education. \

The errliest school in this pert of the Goingsnake
District waz the Beptist Mission, wﬁich was IOCﬂteﬁ ahout
thre; miles north of the present town of nestville. This
wes tBe school thet the Cennon children attended. The
gredes teught in this school are not known*for at that time
they went by resders. Csmnon Aﬁnishef! the fifth grade
which was 8 fair education for thet time. Carrie Bushy-
head, a Charokee'lady,was the teache; that he went to.

She later wac married to & men neawed Quells. This Baptist
School wes first established s & Denominetionmal institution.
Le%h{ it was s school fhen the Cannon fanily first ceme
to the\bhgrokee Nation there weres printing press, & wWegon
fretory and tobacco fastory at the Paptist Mission operseted
by & men Qamed ni1ll1iem Musgrove. I think the printing "ress
wes operrted by 8 men ;amed John Jones, & préaehert.but the
. wagon ;nd tobaceco ferctories ware opergted by snid‘Musgro;é.

Tfeding and Milliﬁg Points.
Cincinneti, Arkensas,was the eerly day treding and

rilling point for the Cherokees in this part of the country.

Cincinnati was & smell town. Silosm Springs was the largest
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town in this prrt of the country, but most of the trading
was done et Cincinnati. The early dey ‘traders at Cincinnati

<
were two brothers, Bill and Bob Rey, Charley Cox end & man

nemed Shields. J. Cets opersted & wegon factory. o

The mill was not &t the plac~ where it‘is now, but at
thet time was ab&yt ¢ mile and & helf south of the present
dey mill. 'The mill was located on what is called Moore's
Creex. Two brothers named Moore operated this mill angd
Hens }oore also‘gperated‘é‘store. *

014 Timers.

Among the 0ld timers who lived in the community around
whet is ﬁow +ntts were Sold%er Sixkillgr, Tail Sixkiller,
Redbhird Sig&}ller, «ash lee, Mr. Lowery, Yellothermer,

Zeke Préctor:TS&Q\Cri%tenden, Moée Crittenden and 0l1d Lady
Che-. e-Tuk-e. \\.\
*Cettlemen.

Zeke‘ Proctor was the oriy cettleman in this pert of
the -Cherokee Nation. He usuelly bought all the cattle o
the Cherokees snd then sold them to the white men fram

the other states who came to the Cherckee Nation to.buy

cattlé., Zeke lived across the I1linois River from the
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place where .iztts is now. He u?Pally handlaq several hundred
head of cattle. *
Militery Post Cites.

The 0ld site of Fort.ﬂayne is the only fort site in
tpis part of the Cherokee Netion. This fort was on the
Illinois River in the northeast pert of the town of ‘ratts.
Oscer Cennon remembers the old powder house et this place.

Bettlefields. ‘

There are two battle grounds within two miles.of this
0ld fort. There was s battle fougyt just across the
Ballard Creek on the south of .etts. Another battle was
fought &bout a mile and & hslf south.of satts on Bellard
Crask. Thie was o preat battle.'\Bi}l Morton, = man who
saw service in the battle of‘Ba}lard, toid'Cennon that
the fort was command;d by & man’naﬁedi{pde?son at that time.

oo s N A
Saw Mills. . N -

The earliest sawmill in this part of the Cherogee
Nation was operrted by George .ielch; this mill was on the
I1linois River, east o(_what is now .ietts. This mill

sawed most of the lumber that was used in the construction

of the Beptist Mission.

’
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At thet time there wes .plenty of timber in the Cherokee
Nation. Abéut the same time when delch opﬁrated the saw )
mill aeah Lee, 8 prominent men of hia~timé,'bought & thresher /
which was the first in the Cherokee Na?ion. This thresher } /
was called th? Innerless Chein Thresher. It was a horse- /
power outfit.

Polities.

For a long time the Cherokee pesople did not take'much
{ntﬁrest in polities. There were only two ma jor perties
in the Cherokee Nation: the National and the Dowhing Parties.
Later, the Cherokees lecrned the game‘of nolitics and then
they begen to take interest. The qualifications of & voter
was that he must be a naturel born citizen, eighteen years |
of ;ge, end & man. The whites were not allowed to vote. '
The first time Oscar Cannon voted was at Shiloh School aboﬁt'
two ﬁilee southeast of whe;e Aestville is now. This was/
the voting precinet 4t that time. Polities ruined ju7t
as it does anything else, the Cherokee Nation. Afte:/the
bolitics played an important part in the affairs of/ghe

/
/
i

Cherckee Nation t:e Nation did not last very long./

/
i
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Railrodads.
The railroad question was 1mp6rtent to the Cherokee

people, especially to those who did not wish to have their

1a;§'opened to settlemegt. This qugst}on was going tn w
prb&e ﬁhether the Un;ted ‘tetes was going to keep her treaty /
es it was made in 1866. The Council.at that time consisted
mostly of Mixed 3loods and +#hites. They had already ellowed
two railroads in the Cherokee WNatiom but the Council ignored
this.treaty. The Cherokees ere sanetimes accuse@ of zccept-
ing brives from the railrcads to allow them to come through
the Cherokee .country. The Kensag City Southeran had been
helted ot éiio&ﬁ for 8 yerr before the council allo%ed this
company to extend its lines through thé Cherokee Nrntion.
Politicg playeg &n importent vart in thié legisletion.

L A1lotment.

This was another law that was Dpassed by the legislature
of :Fg Vation which was not aporoved by the Cherokees. L}ke“
the rsilrmad law i} was alloved by the Council. The Cherokees
among the- Fullbloods protested this law. This protest caused

enother election by popular vote to decide. In the following

election several thoussnds of Cherokees did not vote. They

&

-
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di8 not vote because they did not have any confidence in
what the representatives of the United Statearéoiernnéit
ﬁad agread to d6 in the féhnor'&ealings: The Govarnﬁent‘
of the United Staﬁea had broken so many treaties -ith ‘
the Cherokees that they at thet time did not have snything
to do with this law. -Tﬁey-were.balled tﬁe Night Hawks.

These people not voting csused t:is law to be passed over

the ones who Wwere not in favor of it.



