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Field Worker, Gus Hummingbird,
August 24, 1937.

Interview, with Oscar Cannon,
»?atts, Oklahoma.

Oscar Cannon;**""* one-sixteenth Cheroke-, was,born in

the stete", of Georgia, March 14, 1366. His parents were

Irby Cfnnon, a white man, and Elizabeth Palmer, a Cherokee

woman. The family cprae to the Cherokee Nation when Oscer •
j

•«8 8 three yeprs 'old. Ihey sett led on a small form in what

is now the Ballerd community. The Cannons bought a claim

from^ejnan nfmed McClure, near the Arkansas l i n e .

Eerly Life.

Most of the early l i f e of Cfnnon wes spent on th is small

.fprra which the father of Cannon operated in the neighborhood.

The- ferm consisted of about twenty-five acres at. that time.

The principal crops were corn, oats end wtieet. Machinery

was not known at that time. A few crude-ffirm implements^

were to be found in this pert of the Cherokee Nation. The

fanily had e hard time for several years a f ie r coming to

'the Cherokee country. '
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Education. \

The ea r l i e s t school in th is pert of the Goingsnoke

Distr ic t wa3 the Baptist Mission, which was located about

three miles north of the present town of i tes tvi l le . This

wes tKe BChool thet the .Connon children attended. The

gr8des taught in tiiis school ore not known for a t that time

they went by readers. Cannon finished .the fifth grade

which was a f a i r education for that time. Carrie Bushy-

head, a Cherokee lady,was the teacher that he went to .

She l a t e r was married to a man named Quells. This Baptist
#

school was f i r s t established as a Denominational i n s t i t u t ion .

Le£er i t was a school. Alien the Cannon family f i r s t came

to the Cherokee Nation there were a pr int ing press, a wpgon

factory and tobacco factory a t the Paptist Mission operated

by e m?n named «illiam Musffroye. I think the printing i ress

wrs operpted by a man named John Jones, a preacher,, but the

wagon and tobacco factories were operated by s^id Musgrove.

Trading and Milling Points .

Cincinnati, Arkansas,was the early day tredinp and

pilling point for the Cherokees in th i s part of the country.

Cincinnati was e small town. Siloajn Springs was the largest
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town in t h i s pprt of the country, but most of the t rad ing

was done e t Cinc inna t i . The ea r ly dey ' t r ade r s a t Cincinnat i

were two b r o t h e r s , B i l l and Bob Itey, Charley Cox end a man

nemed Shie lds , J . Gets opersted e wegon fac to ry .

The mi l l was not a t the plac«=- where i t i s now, but a t

tha t time .was about e mile and £ ha l f south of the present

dey m i l l . The vai\l was locr.ted on what i s ca l led Moore's

Creek, Two bro the r s named Moore operated t h i s m i l l end

Hens Moore slso^ operated a s t o r e . >

Old Timers.

Among the old t imers who l ived in the community 8round

whet i s now , ,otts were Soldier S i x k i l l e r , Tai l Sixlci l ler ,
< o

Redbird S i x k i l l e r , <ash Lee, Mr. Lowery, Yelloithemmer,

Zeke Proctor , , bsqn Cr i t tenden, Mose Cri t tenden and Old Lady

Che-. e-FXik-e. , \

• Cpttlemen.

Zeke Proctor was t h e brly cettleman in t h i s pa r t of

the Cherokee Nation, lie u sua l ly bought a l l the c a t t l e cf

the Cherokees end then sold them to the white men from

the other s t a t e s who came to the Cherokee Nation to buy

c a t t l e . Zeke l ived across t h e I l l i n o i s River from the
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p lace where -vetts i s now. He usua l l y handled seve ra l hundred

head of cattle.

Military Post Cites.

The old site of Fort 'Veyne is the only fort si te in

this part o'f the Cherokee Nption. This fort was on the

Illinois ft1 ver in the northeast pert of the town of >etts.

Oscrr Cannon remembers the old powder house et this place.

Battlefields.

There are two battle grounds within two miles.of this

old fort. There was a battle fought just across the

Ballard Creek on the south of >etts. Another battle was

fought about a mile 8nd a half <eouthof <»atts on Bollard

Creek. This was P prest battle. ' ..Bi.ll Morton, e man who

saw service in the battle of Bollard, told'Cannon that

the fort was commanded by a men named'..Anderson a t that time.

Saw Mills. \ ^ ' *

Th* earliest sawmill in this psrt of the Cherokee

%'ntion was operated by George -Velch; this mill was on the

Illinois Hi ver, east of whet is now .vrtts. This mill

sawed most of the lumber that was used in the construction

of the Baotist Mission.
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At that time there wes ̂ plenty of timber in the Cherokee

Nation*. About the same time when Welch operated the saw

mill rtaah Lee, a prominent man of his time, bought a thresher

which was the first in the Cherokee Nation. This thresher

was called the Innerless Chain Thresher. I t was a horse-

power outfit.

Polit ics.

For a long time the Cherokee people did not teke much

interest in poli t ics. There were only two major perties

in the Cherokee Nation, the National and the Downing Parties.

Later, the Cherokees learned the game of politics and then

they began to take interest. The qualifications of a voter

was that he must be a naturel born citizen, eighteen years

of age, and a man. The whites were not allowed to vote. /

The first time Oscar Cannon voted was at Shiloh School abput

two miles, southeast of where tfestville is now. This was/

the voting precinct at thst time. Politics ruined, just •

as i t does anything else, the Cherokee Nation. After/the

politics played an important pert in the affairs of ihe

Cherokee Nation tse Nation did not last very long./
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', Railroads*

\ The railroad question was important to the Cherokee
ft!

people, especially to those who did not wish to have the i r

larvd opened to settlement. This question was going to

prove whether the United states was going to keep her t reaty j

8s i t was made in 1866. The Council a t that time consisted

mOŝ fciy of Mixed 31oode and iVhites. They had already allowed

two railroads in the Cherokee Nation but the Council ignored

th is - t rea ty . The Cherokees are sometimes accused of accept-

ing bribes from the ra i l rcads to allow them to come through

the Cherokee country. The Kansas City Southern had been

halted fit Siloam for a ye^r before the council allowed th i s

company'to extend i t s lirjes through the Cherokee Nation.

Polit ies played -en important part in th i s l eg i s la t ion .

Allotment.

This was another law that was passed by the legislature

of tv-e Nation which was not aporoved by the Cherokees. Like"

the rsilroad law it was allowed by the Council. The Cherokees

among the- Fullbloods protested this law. This protest caused

enother election by popular vote to decide. In the following

election several thousands of Cherokees did not vote. They



CANNON, OSC.'P. INTEHVIFfl. , 7350 "- • ' 1 8

. ',. - 7 -

did not vote because they did not have any confidence in

whet the representatives of the United States- Government

had agreed to do in the forme* dealings.- The Government

of the United States, had broken so many t rea t ies r i t h •

the Cherokees tha t they at that time did not have anything

to do with this law. They were 'called the Night Hawks.

These people not"voting csused V:ie law to be passed over

the ones who were not in favor of i t .


