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PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION *

Indian-Pioneer H i s to ry P ro j ec t f o r Oklahoma

Field WorkerTs name Bradley Bolinger

This report made on" (date) June 24, 1937

1. Name Jack Campbell-^ Breed Choctaw and \Breed Negro*

2. Post Office Address Wilburton, Oklahoma-General "Del i very. ' .•

3. Residence address (or location) Nine miles in the country. _

4. DATE, OF BIRTH: Month September _̂__ Day 15 Year 1863.
r

5. Place of birth Was born< in the Choctaw Nation. There were no towns

in the nation then. _̂  t * '

6. Name of Father, Joshua Campbell Place of biifth Alabama.
Other information about father Killed in the Ciyil Wa# in 1863.

7., Name of Mother Sarah Reed Campbell Place of birth Alabama.

* Otlier information about mother Maryland County, Alabama.
• « , . '•>

She was a slave in the South. • '

Note- or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and;
story of the person interviewed. Refer to kanual for suggested subjects
and questions,. Continue on blank sheets If nocessary and attach fixniy to
this f;>rr.. Number of sheets attaphed 'fi&ife. pages. .



OAMFBELL, JACK.' •

Bradley Bolinger, *•
,Field worker.

An Interview with Jack Campbell,
& breed Negro and $ breed Choc-

> taw Indian. Born and r*ie«d in
the Indian Territory.

My father was killed during the Civil War. I

was an infant when he was killed and do not remember

anything about him at a l l . All of us were slaves then.

My mother's name was Martha. Sarah Reed Canpbell.

She *&s a i&aw? Is the South. She was born in Maryland.

County, Alabama, and she was a full-blood negro. While

a slave In the South, she belonged to an Indian, and was

moved from Alabama to the Chootaw Nation in what is now

Latimer County. I do notremefmber i f my mother ever told

me of my father. My mother's master* was. an Indian in'

the &?uth and' his name was Cutch Chubby, the Civil War •

treed her In the daye after, the War was overl

, She t e l l s me "Chat there were no marriages in the •
v . . / • ' • .

• negro race-during slavery daye. They just coupled off

i together and i f there ,were any children born to- any- of , •

the Be1, couples j thejr-were then children and slaves-of the

master who owned the mother. * * '

My mother was frPed in the year of 1865 r»nd was l i v -
• (•

ing in the Choctaw Nation when she was freed.

- We settled around in.the country that is now .called

Latimer County and there WUB no town in this whple country'

then. Ther« wa» only one place that one could do any
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t tad Ing and that was Fort Saith. In thoee days when

ono vantod to do any trading he had to go to Fort Smith

i s an Ox wagon, Kost of the Indiana and a i l others who

lived ta this country in these^eariy d*ys'went to Fort-

Smita abcut once a year. It woild take some of them

thr«e monthB to mam the round trip.

After my mother was freed after the Ciril flar she

got a chance to got to Fort Sraith and obtain eoine work,

and she wnt riding with one of these ox teams and wagons.

(te then stayed in Fort Smith about two years* I waB
«•

'seven years old whan no came back to the Territory. We
in those times.

stopped this time just over in whatttfey called/ Slculley-

r i l l e County.
r »

/

We rented land from an Indian Judge for one year and

then moved Into what was called ga4nes County, mow Latlmer .

County, and hare liTed in this Qounty erer aincef My

mother and I Just liTed in th i s country and worked at

whatever ** could find to get mosey to buy food with*

ftiif was when I was about Heron to eight years old •

Along about the year of 1870 there were no white >
i

settlers in this country* In those days the Choctaw

Indians built a. large brush arbor for their summer meetings

end they would a l l gather there for a great meeting and

a l l would bring beef and wild deer and a l l kinds of wild
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animal raeat .td eat, Iftis meeting sometimes last /for
' 1' ' ;

at Iraet throo weeks. I do not remember of any gambling

. and whiskey being et one of these nee tinge, They were

a l l reasonable and peaceable. .
/

la this early day the Ghoctaws had what they called

the Indian Ball Qmee. rflieao were pretty .rough to play

end a Hum had to be .a mighty good man ox he oould not get

in on this ball game• In many case* one county would

.play another and of course they had what they called their

best men in their team and on many occasions these .best

men would get out on' the field and have a great fight orer

the game and of cqurse the man that gave the other a whip-

jping wa» considered the greatest man*

I va6 an Indian doctor when I wae grown and when an

Indian would get sick he wduld vsend for me* I would always

go and see.the sick Indian, i f this sick Indian was a real

sick fellow* The Chootaw tribe in those days called their

sick Bpells after SOKQ d$ the animals that roamed the woods

and sotaa of tlia fowls. , M

I never would t e l l the names of the ro ts and herb's

that I dug up and cooked down for the slek, (Be also

to t e l l me yesterday when I waa talking to him* He

It was against his belief.—Bradley Bolinger). JaotT^silpbtll,

in sonB lnstaaoes as le ts as today, la oalled to se« a sick
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Indian* He aaya thart he alwaya gathared bts herba

end jiedlein© in the Spring ana l a the I'all , arid he

able to make *any kinds of medicine* .

fcheu tn Indian died in the early day when I was

a young ftaiu.. the woman, h ie wife, would look af ter him.

Mo»t of \ the indisn homoe or oabina in toe e a r l y day were
\

just log cabins and'did not have f looring, only a d ir t
so thu^ •. .-

floorf ,/when the«h«sband or her man died she would ha

him buried right In the floor of her cabin about four

feet in the ground and the Indian woman would move her

bed ever thia grare and sleep orer i t for one year. •

This they said would release them from any other obligation

to their paat husband. This rule was changed later and

moat of the Indians picked a high h i l l comeiplacc and

made i t their bury^g;. piace. .

In the eerly days the. Chpctaws did not have a marriage

law in th i s country. I f a Chootaw had 4«Q or three

g i r l 0 in h i s family and they vore at l e a s t around sixteen

years of age the father just selected anvIndian young nan

and made a trade with him ae to hie daughter* This aiating

and 11fing together would stanC up In the Tndian^CourtB,

I hate seen the young Indian and hi a prospec^re wife

make a foot race and i f the Indian msnoutrtn the Indian

g i r l , he got her for h is wife* They would l i n e them up
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and,they would run ,200 yardo. The Indian girl would be

given about 20 yards the udv-aniaga nnd then tho sign was

given. If the man overtook and outran the Indian girl,
4

he iron har for hi a wife. But if she outran him, she*3ia

not have to ,go live ftith him if she- did not w&nt to do^so*

Thfc Choct.aw Indian did not violate the Indian law in*

the early day in this country. There *ere no prisons nor

jai ls nor any such things• If an Indian was caught for

Btea-i. ing any animal belonging to another he was taken up

by the Indian Sheriff. In those deya they had public

elections electing their Sheriffs and Judges to serve for

two years and they had "hat they called Indian Court

Bouse built a l l over the country where they held their court*

?fcen an Indian was arrested for stealing some other Indian*8

cow, horse, or anything else that another owned, he was

tried in one of these Indian Courts. For the f i r s t Offense,

he was immediately laarohed out in the Court House yard and

held to a certain tree and .whipped ith a green hickory

eritch. Twenty-five lashes for the f i rs t offense; seventy-

five for the second; and one hundred for the third* 1fcose

lashes were seriously laid on by the Indian Sheriff.

I have witnessed come executions, in this nation, of

Indian* who had committed e«rious crimed, serious enough

to be shot* After the t r ia l and convi^ltoil# they were
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turned -loose to go hoae and take cara of tbelr personal

business and ware given the correct date for them tfo re -

turn to the Court Bouse Y&rd Tor their execution and a t '
a*

no time did I ever remember of one of the Choctaws -. y

failing to report at the proper ti;ae» *3io Choctiwe told

me that in tho8« days, there wao no other tribe or-place
he «.

whsre/could li-ve and that if he coauittod a ^rime that
eerioua that he might as wall go ti&a h is punishment be-

cause i f he tr ied to leave jad go to soraa other t r ibe they

mould k i l l him thera just tho s_ime. . In other vords, they

.would not accept him in the ae« t r ibe as a member and he

did not oare to l iveaay longer,

. In the l a t e r years when Green w'cCurtaia. was trying

to gat to b« Governor of the Chootaw t r ibe theror were '

two fact ions | one against statehood and the other for ~^

statehood, and there «as a great unrest among the Choc*

taws in that day. Creen McCurtain *as elected as the

Oovarnor of the Choctaw t r i ba . Their Capittal^&s what

is now Tuakahoma, -Oklahorae.

On the day the votes wore counted, a few soldiers

wore sent down here to keep peace and to prevent any

other shootings and fightings, \


