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WOPKS PROGRESS ADNMINISTRAT ION T
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma
s
Field W‘orker's name \B:adlg ¥ Bin ger . .
This report made on'(date) ©  Jume 24, ‘ ' 1;357
1. Neme Jack Campbe ll-%;Breed Choctaw and £ Breed I;Iegro. :
2, Post Offiée Address wilburton, Oklahoma-General Pelivery. ’ L -
3, Residence ade’iress (or location) Nine miles in the Cdlf;trY- 0
4, DATE, OF BIRTH: Month __September . Day 15 Year 1863.
5. Place of birth Was born: in the Chpoctaw Natio'n. Tﬁere’ wereno towns
in the nation then. L o
6. Name of Father, _ Joshua Campbell  Place of‘ birth Alabama. t

Other informetion about father Killed in the Civil Wa® in 1863.

¥
7., Name of mMother Sarah Reed Campbell Placé of birth Alabama.

=" Otier information a‘pouﬁ mother Maryland County, Alabama.

1
“
pad

'She was a slave in the South.

Note. or complete narrativé by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed. Refer to hanual far suggegs;ed subjects
ané guestions, Continue on blank sheets if neea“ssary and attach fiimly tpv
this fom, Number of sheets atta‘tphed "Sx_ifwges. - .
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s slave in the South, she belonged to“'an Indian, and was

thase couples, th/y were then children and slaves' of the

OAMPBELL, JACK. xm;mxw.

Bradley Bolingex, -

Plold worker.

an lanterview with Jack Campbell,
% breed Negro and ¢ breed Choc-
tav Indian. Born and r&ised inp
the Indian Territory.
. My father was killed during the Civil War. I
was an infant when he was killed and do not remsmber
anythi\n,g ‘abont him' at alle All Of us were slaves theu.
My mother's nare was liartha Sarah Reed Campbell.

She wag « Elam in the South. She was borp in Maryland

County, alabema, and she ¥as a mll—blood nagro. “hile

' PR

moved from Alabama to the Choctaw Nation in whet is now
Latimer County. I do not'rpmember if 'my mother ever told
ws of my rather. My mother's maater was an Indian 1n'

the Sguth and his name wa/a Cutch Chubby. The civil War -

w. freed her 4n the daya af‘;er the Var was overT,

She tells me ‘chat there were no marriages in the .

A

negro race during alavery days. They Just coupled off

/

‘ together and it there ,WeYe any Qnildrem born to any- of )

{

‘master who owned !.he mothar.

My mother waa froed in the yaar pf 1865 ,nd vas liv-
. &

ing in the Chocta' Ivation when she was rreed.
Y

We sottled aronnd in. the oo\mtry that 18 now caLJad

“Lathmr Ccmnty and there ms no ‘towm in this whple country

then. 'I'hero was only cne place that oo could do amy:.

1
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('orading and that was Fort &nith:’ In thoee days when
ono wented to do any trading he had to go to Fort Smith
in en ox’ vagon. Yost of tha Indians and all others who»
lived in this country in these, ear}:y days went to Fort.

<

Smith sbut once s year. It would tuke some of them

three monthe to male the round trip. " _
After ny moiher wus freed atf%er the cun{war a.he:

got a chance to got to Fort Smith and obtein sowe work, |

~and sholvwont}riding w ¢h one of these ox toums and wagons.

#e then stayed in Fart emit}x about- two years. I was

-

Beven yoars old when t:e came bdack to the Territory. Ve
in those times.
stopped this timve jfust over in whatthey called/ Skulley-

ville County.

. , ‘
We Yontad land from an Indian Judge for one year and

then moved into what was galled @a,lnéa county‘, now Latimer
Gouhty, and have lived in ‘this gounty ever since, My
mothey sud 1 just lived in this country and worked at
whatever we could find to get morey ’co buy food with,
- This was wyhen I wes about seven to eight years old.

Along about the yoar of 18'70 thero were no white
settlers 1n this couniry., In thoao daya the Choctaw
Indians milt a larga brush arvor ror their summer meetings
end thoy would all gather thoro for a great meeting and

all would bring beef and wild deer and all kinds ot‘ wild
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animal meag ‘;@(g,gt. 'I‘hiai mceting mmﬁn?s last /19511' )
a‘L' lrast th"rco ;reeks. 1 éo ’ﬁot remenber of any gamb‘ii:g
. and whiskey being ¢t one ¢f these nectings, They were
all reaaonable.and peaceable,.

In this ear{y day the Qhoctaws had what they called
' the Indisn Ball Qemes, Theaoi were pretty.rough to play
end 3 man ;za& %0 be.a mighty éood man or he could not get
in on thia ball gam;. In many cases ong county would )
:play another and of course they had what thoy called ;;heir
best men in their team and on many occasions these"lbest
men would get.out on the riqld and have a gz;oat fight over
the game end of cqurse the man that gave the other & whip-
ping wag considered the greatest nan,

I was an Indien doctor when I wae grown and when an
}ndian vmx]:d get sick he wiould send for ms, I would always
go and see the sick Indian, if this sick Indian was a real‘
8ick tol‘lov. The Chootaw tribe in those daye called their ‘
sick spells after some df the animals that roamed the woods
and some of ths fowls. : .

I never would tell the nemes of the'ro ts ‘and herbs
that I dug up and cocked down for the sick. (Be'al‘so refused
to tell me yesterday when I was talking to him, He g
1t was against his belief.--Bradley Bolinger). Jack“Tedpbell,

in some instancss ga' late as today, is called to ses a sick
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Indisn, He ugy:‘a ‘thert he u‘lywaya gathored his herbs
end 'm:dioino d; tho .Sfming and in the fall, and he 1ew
sble to make many kinda of mdicine« .
\ﬂ‘heu en indian died in the esrly day when I was {‘
RAD the women, his wife, would look after him,
Most of \the Indien homes or cabina Ln tke early day were
Just logxgbins and ‘égid not have nqaring ’ only a dirt
floory ,/sv%eﬁh‘foivxe' hnsband or her man d4ied she would ham
gim buried rlghf in the floor of hor cabin about four
feet in the ground and the Indisn wommn would move her e
‘bed cver this grave anci gl6bp over it for one year.
This they s'ai‘d would release them f;on; any other obligation
to ‘their paat husbend. "'hia ruio was bhanged later .nd
most of the Indiana pioked a high hill so‘nelplace and
mede 1t their buryidg: place. |
In the early days tho Cﬁoctaws did not havo a murriage
law in this country, If a 0hoctaw bhed t& or three Indisa:
girl s in'his family end they were at least around sixteen
yoars of age tha.rathor just sel‘.éctod am‘In.dimg young man
and made a trade with liim as to his dmghier. This ;ating .
and 11"ving together would stané up in the Irdiag Courts,
I have seen the young Ipdian and his prospective wife
mak;, 8 foot race ‘and 1f the Indian menoutran the Indian

girl, he got her for his vife. They wpuld line them up
. : %
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and  they would run 200 yards. The Indien girl would be
given adbout 20 yards the uiye.ntage and thea théz sign was
given. If the man overtook and outren the Indien girl, |
he won har for his wifs. Dut if she outran him, she it
not have to .go live ¥ith him {T spg iid not want to 85780,

The Choctaw lndiaz d4id not violate the Indian'la'iv’ id®
lthe garly day in this country., There sere no prisons nor
jails nor any such things, 'If an Indian was caught for
stea.ing any animal delonging to another he was taken up
by the Indlan Sheriff. In those deys they had public

.

elgctions electing thaiz; Sheriffs and Judges to serve for
tm years and they had what they called Indian Gourt
Bouse built all over the country where they held their court.

5 X
vhen an lndiun was arrestad for stealing some other Indian's

cow, horse, or anything el;§: that anéfber owned, he wap
tried in one okr these Indisn 'Courté_. ¥or the f;rsﬁ 6ffens§,
he wag imedi~tely warched cut in the cuurt" Boizse' &ard rmdi
held to & wrﬁin tree and whirpeé .ith a green hickory_
svitoh. Twenty~fiwe lashec for the firct offense; seventy-
'five for the sscond; and one hux;dred for the third. Those
lashes were seriously laid on Ly 'the Iudian‘Sheriff.

I have witnesced s:‘)mo executions, in this nation, of
Indidfis vho had comxitted ssprious crnml; serious enough

i

to be shot. After the irial and convi@¥ion , they were

1
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turned .looge to go home and tuke cém of thazir personal
business ;md were given the correot dute for them to re-
turn to the Court House Yard for their execution and at’
ne tiwe did I e"v,é:r~ remember of one of the Choetaws . ©
failing %o report ati the pr.per tine, The Choctaw& told
me that in those days. ;here aas no other tridve or. place

he
where/could live snd that if he. com;aittgd a é:nme that

i

t 39"'* r,@’ - ,/

serious thut he might &8 woll 2 ta‘ﬁe h*\ls punishment be-

cause 1if he tried to leave .nd go to soma other trihe they

~uould kilil him thers just tho sume. . In éther wordé, they

would not accept h;n in the new tribe as a member and he

did not cars to liveamy longer,

. .I~n the later years shan Gresn r-.?c(:u\rtaik was trying
to'gat %o be Governor of the Chogtaw tribde tl‘xérer' were
tno factions, one against statehood and tﬁq other for ‘ '“’

statehood, and thers was a grsat unrest among the Choc-

. ‘taws in that day. GCreen ¥Helurtain vas electad as the

Jovernor of the Choctaw trida. Their Capital wasd what
is now Tuskahcoma, -‘Oklahoma...

On the day the votes ;mre counted, a fow soldiers
vore soﬁt down here to kéep peacse and to prej_e_nt any

other shootings and fightings. \



