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" Pield Warker's mame__ Grace Kelley

This report mede on _ 8~11-37 )
1. Name James M. ¢¢ Calhoun ‘ \

2, Post Office Address_ Henryetta,’ Oklshoma Route 2
About thres miles N,W,0f North c@

3. Residence address

4. Dete Of Birth 1871

5. Place of Birth _ Clark County, Alabama. i

Name of Father Jemee H Place of birth_Macon G8.
- 8ttt

7. Rame of Mother,Mary J.PritchVPlace of birthClay 6o. Ala.

No. of sheéts attached 4
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£ SCablY% CUTLGLE “BL LIS
Interview
- of

James ké.d#lhonn
| In 1895 1 weo vorking for the HaLE Girole,O,Ber ralqh
we br«‘iu/ght a trall herd to fapla nnd 2o0ld ont to o Pexas
mn nemed SYown, "/ﬁ | '

I got 9 Jod ?:,i'ig Levis ﬁoxgpxg,- &t Bryant, June lE&93,
He hug & eontz\fa‘g{;wﬁh the Government, to faimieh walnct
gunstpckeu""ége »il} wswoé Little mné Cresk, & little v;1~
L&ée.cousistwg of afght or fton fmlileg, commlssnry oStore,
mil-l. Evé’rthng n pergon hid to he've t0 live, O« moved the
mill to Euck Rye Creek, le milge Borth =né East of Obemah,

I went to work for Judéa Bepolenn Moore in 1894, the
Lule ohoe Crose rznch, President Clevel=nd wis Prosident then,

Judes Xoore establichec the Ruyuk: school.
pvary. yoesr 2 eyew from the rénoh wonla take & c¢huek

wgon and go to one of the noighboring ranches( 1{ tlhere ware
eome gtray oattle on our ramch, we'd go 0 th t ranch and tell
thew 80 they eould gome and get them) ond stay there uatil
they had looked - 11 over snd gathéred wh.tavm; of the a=nttle

wag their's; from th.t ranech, then go dn to the mex: r:unch,
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Uswally this roundup was in the‘spring but not always. We
had to have them for bthere were no fances and the cattle

.

oould go ever so far. EVer ranch had their roundup but not
alweys.at the same time. '

Qhen—we were on the "D.é." rangh, owned by Dave Carr
the father of Israal Carr, Bill and Jim Cook,Cherokee Bill,
Tnlsa Jack, Skester(little fellow), zcnia(refugee from Ariz )%
rods with us, The Carr ranch was the headqnarters for the Cook
gutiaws or Gang, it_wgs at Yomngtown, Just south from Deepfork,

‘ISRALL OARR'S DEATH
and fathert's, too.

¥
}\ 0ld man,lave ,0arr was found on the trail, dead, and

L ho had been.shot through the head. He was'a fullblood.

There was & white man living on Ieraal Carr's land.

| Ho was a farmer. One day he killeb_someféf his own hogs

t and olezned them and had them hanging mp to cool. Israai”
 Carr came by on his horse, put one of the hogs on has //
::; horse and took it home with him. I don't know why he did

;such a thing so boldly nniass'he thought the farmer was

- é,traid of him, The white man went to Isreal’s house and bro

f brought 1t back to his house. Istacl came back to get it
Eagain and the farmer shot him, Israal hsdn't pulled his gun.

{1 KNCW THI® Is THE TRUE STORYY NOBODY BUT THE KILLXR KROYS

WHO KILLED HIS FATHER, o
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 fhe newt rench was the oDermitt,Cirale Bey(Q), on
the North Camadisn River'four miies Easttof Okmmah. Mo~
Dnrmitt had a store or trading post whioch was robbed by
the cook.Gang 2 or B nighte before,we got there/ Mr.
MoDermitt was a séone mason by trade and he did the stone
work on the Eufaula. bridga for the Katy Reilroad. His name

ig on the Okmulgee counoil Honse too,
Okmulgee was our naarest trading poet but there was
no railroad there. We took corn there, FF 26 or 30 miles,

e AT
.

to get. it groung into corn meal. That was our nearest griss

mill,

sapulpa was our nearest railroad town, Redfork nearest
shipping town. The oow trail went to the McDermitt ranch, by

the KEuyaka school, Ispahecha Stand on to Rediork.

Welloadad the next day after the Redfork train robbery, -
'twas The last train robbexry to amount to' much., I guess it
was the Cook Gang, I wouldn't say for sure. |

They were’Cherokeésl I have the History of the brakiag

up of that gang if, you want it)
" I een remember the Jemes Boys robbing the Pair Grounds

of Fort Smith when I wes a boy, and know all about Belle Starr,

I think they already have that in the Hf{story though,
. Grant Johnson, & Malatto negor, of Bufaula, was the
best Marshall they ever had., ‘

Baz Reeves was anothe;\zégro karshall, hes rode for Judgs
Parkoer of Fort Smith, He was & gé r0o police at Muskogee when

he diaﬁ.
“he Fine Hng&;"eé, alse under rarker, $0ok ‘Belle Starr 3 timee.
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There was a stage Goach trail that‘oaﬁe from Muskogee

to & noon stcp, loan't remember the name, half way to Okmul-
gese, ‘through Okmulgee on to the Sae and Fox Agency. It oross~
sd Deep Fork at Slate Crossing then through the D,C.ranch,
’ Another was from bnfaula to WGtumka Wewoka, 0Old Tecum~
essh to the Shawnee Aghncy.

The Choctaws had counties like we have now, soma of
our counties are named for the Choctaw name of the same
oounties. |
- fhe Creeks had Towns, and their divisions wer; usuzally
frow one oresk to anotheryinstead of imaginary lines from
ons place to another, N

Nayaks was a Town on North Forks Ch®skie, means Post
- 02k, was where Héskellis now, \

There was a Mission at Wetumka and an Alabans Church
or Misslon at Weldketka. ‘ |

Bill Tiger ‘of Weleetka is the nephew of Mbti Tiger
and he ean help you a lot for he is an indian who ocan talk
English as well as Indian. .

Barnhill is anothex Mgrshall and Cal #hiteon. They
were both good onas;tbo. Cal went to san In&}an Meeting
looking for some oatlaws, and took his boygw;th him, The
outlaws were on the 1;okont for them and killed his boy.

9
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INTERVIEW WITH JAMES CALHOUN

oo BIELD WORKZR  GRACE KELLEY.

" REGOLLECTIONS OF A PIONEER OF THT MUSKOGES GREEK NATION,

- JUDGE MOORE.

“This happened befors I came fo this country but I
had it from good authority and kmow it's true or he
wouldn’t have told me, -

The Ispshecha War wasm't a real war but just skir-
mishes. After thoiwao-called war Ispachecha ‘run‘ for Chief
and wes dt;féatod. That made him mad 8o he went to South
Dakota,(e)and joined Sitting Bull. THe United States
authorized the Creek tribe ‘to send deleg-tes to South
Dakota gnd Ering 11‘1;:1 back. Judge Nepolean Moore was one
of the Delegates who W%t ‘after him, -

Several years Ispshecha was elaected Chief of the
Creek Nation. '
) ' M .~

Judge Moore was a fullblood, born and rsared and
educated in Gobréi‘a. His wife was a white woman and a
sister to Miss Alice Robertson. She has been dead for a .
 year eid half, They were gr-at workera among the Indiens.
He diod at’' thie age of a hundred amd four yesrs o(fg. at -
Wagoner, Okla, | \

.'\ .K(YP.ES a--Igpahecha went to Anadarko not South
' Dakota, and he had never heard of Sitting Bull,
‘ ‘be=Judge Moors's father was a white man,

c--This ags is too great
\ Notes by Thomas P, Meagher, Supr,



_He owmned the Mule Shoe Cross ramch entirely, aad had
interest ia two Gther ranches. One of them was the ‘Half
Moor. He and hia sister ommed 1t togothor. The Mule ° .
.Shoe crou ’i'-auch ﬁu right esat of 0kmulgeo. whare Morris |
is now. - . S
MoDERMIT POST

The MocDermit was the nearsst to the 014 Wetumka Post.
It was a private one, that is it wasa't on any stage or
Mail Route. And there wasn't a Post Office there,

' COOK GANG. ~ '

Jim and Bi1l Cook were Cherokess. Jim's allotmeat
was sight or ten miles sast of ¥agomer. Bill want to the
Pon amd I don't know for sure, but I think it was in Ohio.
i’aykor sent most of them to that Pen in Ohip, the rest were
seat to Fort Leavenworth, - ‘

Cherckees Bill wa@ another of the gang but he was hung
before alloimnt. Parker pasied seatence., Johm Mallardon
sprung the trap. He did a1l of th40 Fort Smith hanging

until he went orasy end died in the insane asyli®, George
Nallardon was a business man in Fort Smith.

All the others were 'hitaﬂman. A 1ittle fellow that

was of led Skester., .
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'ﬁ\lu Jack; later was killed at Sapulpa, Oklahome.
mia was g refuges from Arigona. He bclonged qto v
g z-ﬁb Al-Jennings Gemg boforo Bud ‘Ledbetter nfl Frank Jomes
broke it up. He was ki}lod on the Youngbr Bend on 't'ho
- Gouth Camadiam River, .

BREAKING UP OF THE COOK GANG IN 1894

During the Cherokee peyment on the Chbrokeo Cutlet
money, they nad e litﬁo hideout close at Tahlequah. 'ﬁxoy
aimed to sliy in and draw their-mnay. I don't renember
how much it was but not ;nixch. ‘ '

Bernhill md Thcmas were the two mein lafshals who
located them thers, Of course there w are ophersbut I'don't
remamber their Rames. The marahals, surrcunded the cabin,

a log cabin with ome door and window, where they were ;nd‘
 waited till daylight. whem it came daylizht th: marehals
called for them to, n:%.‘rendor that they n;o surrounded.
They refused snd the fight ntarted. During the fight the
Cook Gang decided to make a get-away but as the door was
heavily covered théy had to climd out tlio” window. Jim Cook
was the first to get out the window, ‘The Marghals shot

him, with buck shot, snd wounded him. He fell out im the

s v
-

Ty
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yard and lay thers on his-elbow ?ninping his Winch;sstor at

the Marghals. The others rughed out of the houao and .the.

; eir
Marshals scatsered., The gamg ran ¢ horsae. Oherokeo mu

and Bill Cook pioked Jim up smd put him behind Bfll Cook..”

They them had a rumning fight for the ¥ershals purnued .
them, But the ‘Gamg got away and hiad Jim in a caniron oRn .

Grard River, Jim was sho% pretty bad, some of his fingera'

wers shot off, and he had to hobble with his zum for a orutch,

.at least.he cauld hobble with it whem they foupd him going

down to t;ho bm?ch tc yaah ixz- rtigbrs. 'méy ook h%:;ﬁ%
Fort Smith but they coaldn't idemntify him as Naving boen
with the 'Cgok Osng. Minding him by himo}r'aeparated’ him
from the (:"an‘g.. The ﬁnitoa States Authorities eﬁfnégx him
over to the .Cherokee Goveramasat who wanted the whole ‘éang.
The Oherokeo Govarmut ¢onvicted bim and sent him to their
penitentiary at Tahlequah. I don't know how long. Be

escaped and went on the asous until the Oherokoe Tribunal

' laws were abolighed, T;xea he\cmme im and took his ailotmopt

R
a fow miles east of Wagomer across the Cherckee line, He

went straight tmd wculd:"t even cax;ry 8 gun,
, In 1900 he bought a yoarnng from & negro vho had stolen

it from amother ‘negro. They were riding along, ha was tolling

}
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a gigarette, Rext ¢to him waa.tho owney of tha celf end
next to him was the negro who had stolen the onlf. The two
'negroes wer;kggarreling about the calf whem the middle man
(owner) turned and shot Jiﬁfhook and ther tried to ahoot
tho othor nogrc but that shot went wild and hs got away,
‘Tho supposition was that he iﬁﬁ?ariﬁka of Jim,@gok b&%&hae"f’*ff*fi*g
or his pnsvious reputation and thought he would have a better '
«'chanco by shooting him first than by shooting ths megro first,
Tim Cook wus at our house a fbw’daya befare he was shot
and I-nas—in town when the megro was brought in, but I don't
. know his pame or what they did do him,what disbosit;ion was
made 6f'tho enBe, «
_. 'Bill Cook: When the maéshals werg_aftar them and they
had to leave Jim ook :; thercookéton Hille, B{ll went on,
..into New Mexico wmd I msuppgse he nould-hﬁve go-; into 5@1100
if they hadn;t csught iié.u,ne wu; et a ranch, they brought
him back and gave him forty-five years at Leavenworth. But.
he got fifta;n vears taken off Qrteé he was thers. He jumped
off a brick building into 8 pile of brick and killed himself
I don't know what ha;panod to the rest of the Pang

Tho Cookston Hille wers ngmod for an ol§ man who settled

E
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thers and not for the Cook Gamg., TheTe have beer a lot of.
out-lews hide-outs im those hills bt they uaeéﬁc be a great
range and game sountry. |
Lewis Norburg wes a Tullblood Snodo,"tho guURS were used
in the Spamish American War amd hot im the World lﬁi, and th;
Philigﬁoanglslanda. They were einglo britch loaﬁing gungb)
which we celled Craok'fogo?som"Rirle. I'm not sure that is
‘ého correct neme but I think it is. |
Ons of the Grayion boys, 1 bslieve George, invented the
Creek Alphabet. You cer ask Bill Tiger when you see him,
Alex Poaey was the Creek Poet, ho died by drovning in
* the North Canadiaa River.
the

NOTES: a..uorburg cut 21l /walnut timber in the Oreak

_Netion and sawed up into gumstooks.
b=~ The guns were KrageJevrgensen bold-action ,

S-ghot repsaters. By Thomas F. Msagher, Supr, 7

-

. ' BELLR STARR
When Belle. Starr was a young girl she hoard .some soldiers
planning a surprise attack om the soldiers of her side. They.
took her priaonun.and didm't tura her loose umtil they thbught

she was so far that she coulda't warm her people. But she knew



_the ocuntry like a bjok so took & shortcut and got back

Tim Reed, you have shot the rrorig man", and walked out not

‘shedding a tear, ' ;

L

W
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in time to wara them and they weren't eurprised. That

‘g
wag the boginning of her mt-lauery.

1

Her first husband was an out-law nemed Jim Rsed, He

, a
and/buddy started to Texas but thers was a reward on Jim

Reed's head., His buddy shot him for this reward but had to
have him identified before he could cleim the reward, So
he sent word to Belle that her husbamd had been shot and to
come and get him. On the way down thefe she décided that .
the buddy had shot him and she d1dn't wast him to got the
money, she knew whosver shot Jim would gét a reward if she
identified him. Whem she went ia and looked at her husbead

she turned to this buddy and said, "This {sa't my husbamd,

-
&

4

Later she married the younger SQm‘Starr) called Little
Sam. She had had two childrem by Jim Reed)a boy and a girl,

She loved them se much as emy mother could but raised them

with her
as tough as she was, Took them right along/ns soon as they

were 'big encugh.

Our home was across the river and about three and halg

"

70



GALHOUN, » JAMES,» INTERVIIW

8

miles South of the Belle Starr home on the Youmger Bamd,
The man who put her im her grave owned tha land whers we
lived.

Tine Hughes took her into Fort S8mith three times for -
horse stealing, cow thievery, robbing stores, depredations
of all kind, She never ﬁid resist arrest but orce whea he
took her, her mem tried to kill him, Shot Yke reins off of
F\\hia horse,

He pulled his gun and made her get detweern him and her

mon, She yellsd at her men ond told them to put up their

gues, - .

Once when he was locking her up she took off her two
guas and ga;e them to him amd told him thet she hed intended
%o kxill him with them but she knew of no other man she would
rather turn over her guas ts.

COURTS.

When they would have court et Forg Smith);t would last
a;metimen for twelve months at a time, They would ‘get a
different pemsl of jurors every six months., Witnesses from"

all over thé Territory end adjoining states would come before

this Federal QOramd Jnfy. These witnesses would be qnesfioned

Al
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t0 sve what they kmew about the person”in question. Thet

. is ealled finding a True Bill. If ths jury sees that there

is cause emough they have a warrant issued for the peraon or

ou 5-law, (

)

Mrs, Qalhoul's cousin rep a saloon, at that time. in

" Fort Suith. Belle Starr unually wore ma's eiﬁthi/ng tut

shen ghe went to tomm for whigkey she would dress up like '

a reguler ladyé--fwo ekirts with pockets, that d1dn's show

‘all around. - She would come in the saloon and tske the veil

off;éhen urbuckle her gun balt twl':.tch had two gums im it.
The saloon keeper would fill theéo pockets with pint: amnd

: '
‘half pint bottles. Sh; would buckle ths gun belt over them,
put the veil back on and welk out lpfd@?pobod:y world tRink any-
thing about 18. If she had tried to take it across the line

in emy 'other way, the marshald weild heve picked her up, for

L]

they wofe-very watohful for whiskey. They didn't wart the

Indicns to have it. Y don'y know if she sold the whiskey

7

but we thought she was tzking it to her mem.

Once whem she was in there one of the marshals came im,

g 1

and of courae she thought hs was looking fc;r her, but he wagn't .

8he could have shot him before he knew she was there, she shot

-
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out the ligth and got away. That shows she wasn't as bad
as pgople say. ‘ s

Sam Starr was going into Fort Smith one night ard she
roﬁo as far aa'tho river, then tumed ond started home., A
fellow hed & grudge against her, hid in embush and shot her
whex she came up. Frog Hoys, who ran é»rorry, was4playiné

- poker ;1th;;iother fellow, heerd the shot end knew she had
time to reach the plece the?ahot came from, Her hbfse oauaw
running domn to and across the ferry,.amd swem the rivor. |
Bveryone knew her horaa‘hnd her aéaéle had a red horn. J

He hurrted to where the shot cams from and got theres just
as she dfew her l-rat breath, She ad her Winchester in her
hand but hadn't rired it. Nothing was done with the msa vho
killed her. - \

She, or they, earrig§ a wvinchzsver in a caddle holster
waich hunmg fr;m the horn with the buts of the gun close to
the hamd, It had a round barrsel shich went under the stirrup
leather, A

‘she s buqiaa on tha home place there tut har tombatonme
has had pisces chipped off by visitors until t{i is hardly re-

cognigzable. It may be all gone by this time,

&

Fof
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\\\Eén;ggf‘into a drunken quarrsl, They went ocut into the
and
yard to "ohob& it cut"Z both were killed. There was quite

T

a bit of ‘shooting on "Narve" in thoss daye. TWO men whuld

get mad and go out aﬂd“may-bé one would gaf out alive bit

{ this time they both got their mam. .
was

Hoyt Farry, run by Freg Bryt;[ thres miles northwest o

the towz of Hoyt. |

Arbeca Ferry wes exactly whers the big Arbeca Bridge is
ggi.'
Greenwood Perry is atill in use below the Arbooa, fﬁ'
was the Ford amd Ferry from Silrer Springa to Linney. \\\;L_}X |
T . -
Brasafield Ferry was om the South Camadiam River just
above the mouth of the Noruh Cunadien. \
Thars usoéfo be a Fsrry at Hock Crossing, above Rock
ﬂ Crossing. =<hen you go from Ryal school to Crawford achooi >
_ you have to leave the car and. go asross a footbridge. This

Pootbridge is where the Ferry was.
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Dogtown wasn't a town at all, . Just a bunch of péople

attered through there, I guess you'd call it a spttle-
I can't tsll you anything for aurevabopt it., Mr,
Crawford.who lives there now, kas been sick all winter and

I dor't thihk he would be able o be bothered, I think he is

still liying though. - ¢ °

Oscaf Blankenship lives down the river from the Crawford
school, in sigﬁt from the achool,.put you can't take the car
from this aiﬁe. His wife's mothe;\liveé with him, she éiil
talk, I think she is half Indism, pretiy sure of 1t. If I

were , you I'd go to see her if you want to know abept Dogtown,

&



