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Field Worker*-, name Grnoa

This* report made on (date) November. 26. 1937

<»

1*

3 .

4 ,

5 .

6 .

7 .

Name

Poet

Mrs,. Sarah CBPDS (Mrs. Robp

Office Address Deaar. Okla.

Res idence oddre

DATE OF BIRTH:

Place of birth

.Name of Father

Other informat

Name of. Mother

Other informat

&£ (or location)

Month

Illinois

Louis Kellogg

ion about father

Jane Beech

ior about mother
•

r t Capns) ft *

-

On top of mountain northeast
of Dewar.

Day Year 1880

Place of birth Illinois /

Place of birth njjppis

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker cldaiin;.' with thu l i f e and
story of tae :^ri.!on interviewed. Rof.r t,n Manual for sa^es tod subjects
and q.ue'stiunc. Continue on blanl: shectn if necessary and attach firmly to
th i s form. Number of shoots attached • •
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\ . Inroafcigator,. Grace Kelley,

. ' • November 13, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Sarah Capps (Mrs. Robert'Capps)
Dewar,' Oklahoma,.

When I was'a gir l , or young lady., I lived v̂j th my

father because my mother was dead. We had a l i t t l e house

on Andy Frazier's place. Andy Brazier was a Choctaw*

police who .had a Cherokee wife and daughter. The daughter

and I were together almost a l l ofethe time. We couldn't

talk each other's language °but we had a-kind of sign

language that was easy to understand. We both learned

notifes from the other/but never did get to talking fluent-

,ly. '• Frazier was away from home almost e l l the time and

arrested Indians, negroes and white people. The whites

were usually arrested for selling furs and stealing*

cat t le .

He had separate grounds for every kind of entertain-

ment, and each was quite e way from the other. There

was a stomp ground a half mile from the house in a good

grove. These-dances weren't named at that time so
i

-i *

they were just called "Stomp Dpnces."
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There was the ball ground where the men played on ^-

e glade dr prairie. ' I didn't like those'games for there

was always somebody getting crippled or nearly killed. "

It was*like oattle fighting over feed. Taey madei a
\score ,like basketball but used ball-sticks instead of

just the hands.
y

Then they had a place where ,fthey^had old fashioned

cerap meetings. Traveling pre.acihVrs would come and they

had in terpre ters . They were very s t r i c t , during these *•'

meetings. Everyone had thei r own camps where they cooked

and ete but the best friends or more important persons

stayed ? t Frazier 's house.

The Indians used more oowhides, deer hides and

robes of skins then qui l t s to make the i r 1 pa l l e t s with,

some had real large shawis. The men wore breech clouts

and some had shawls,also. Nearly every Indian woman

wore a shawl and i f she had a baby i t was t ied or s t rap-

ped on her back with i t . They surely looked cute with

their l i t t l e heads bobbing and their black eyes shining.

I t ' s queer that c\eryone was so part icular sbout having Ns-—

sufficient clothing on but we never thought anything ^
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about these Indians being nearly nude. It was just as
t

natural as looking a t a statue or an animal.

Every Saturday they had a social and we surely worked

to get ready for i t . We made lots of Tom Ful ler . We put

sane corn in the Tom Fuller blocks, added a l i t t l e water

to keep i t from scattering when we h i t i t with the-nest le .

We best corn unt i l our arms f e l t l ike they would breek.

Then i t had to be shaken just r ight to make the g r i t s

jump over the edge oS a r iddle or basket. The corn was

cooked unt i l i t was about half or three-quarters done.

•Vhile we g i r l s were gett ing the corn ready the boys k i l l -
\

ed a shoat or big hog wfcich was added to the ccrn and

cooked unt i l tender. This was cooked the same day that

the social was that night .
t

Another dish we had wes made by cooking corn just

like hominy but don't use s a l t , fle poured buttermilk

over the hominy and l e t i t set two or three days.

'^ If the tables were in the house there were three

or four of them. If i t was warm weather they were out

doors and if put end to end making one table i t would
»

be two hundred feet long, and they were covered with (
A* • , • -
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white table c lo ths . 4They had china dishes and real spoons

but they were only'used on-special occasions. They had

wooden dishes tha^ had been hollowed out of a block of

wood and horn spoons. Gow horns ,were sawed in two, length-

wise, making two spoons. They were boiled a long time

unt i l soft . Then they were scraped un t i l clern and white,

tfhile they were hot they were cupped- and shaped, then when
** s *

* %

they were cold they held their shape, They had over a
• ft "

hundred of these. The most important persons were given

these wooden dishes and horn spoons un t i l they ran but,
• - . . A ! • • •

then the children and people of less importance were * ^

given the "store dishes." ;

Dances. * & '•

Th* -nen ^cnl^ walk up on; one side in a l ine and the

women walked up in the seme ^ay from the other s ide. The

ones a t the head of the l ine walked out facing each other.

They do not touch eech other but dance unt i l tired out.

Then they went to the foot of the, l ine to s i t down and

talk. The next ones in l ine walk out and drnce— and so

on. They d idn ' t do the waltz as white people did.

Sick Dance.

Everyone went to the sick person's hcme l ike
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was to be a "social .nv A fire was bu i l t about fifteen

feet, in front of the front door.- The sick,person fs

bed was pulled to the door in such" a way that the si,ck

person could sele* the f i r e ? Stakes were driven into

the ground from the f i re to the door and strings t ied

to these stakes making a lane. The Indians danced,

around the house and f i r e , but did not cross the stakes,

a l l night . The sick personwea be t te r by morning or v?es

given un— and usually died. The medicine men was a very,

busy person a l l during the night. He gave orders to

the other Indians, keeping the l ine r ight . HP burned

some herbs in the f i re and walked down, the lane from

the f i re to the pat ient . Never was I allowed in the

roan but I believe he tnit sometMng on her l ike anointing

with olive o i l . He used herbs from the woods, wore ter-

rapin shells that ra t t led when he moved, and seng some

song.

The f i r s t time somebody started to cross the lane

he was warned not t a cross i t as that would k i l l the '

curing power of the medicine. If he crossed i t . he

would be shot but everyone knew thei r rules and I never
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knew of anyone having to be shot, but I don't doubt for -

one minute that they would shoot the person ;who broke' the
t

ru le . , ' "
1 tfar Dance.

There was a fire>*built like a 'brush heap. They painted

up and put feathers in the i r braided, hair and, danced around

the fire, e l l night long. One cpuse for th i s donee was when

the government took their lsnd away'from them.

Stttnp Dances.

'.Vhenever the people were run-down and sick, they had

their dances. Now they ce l l them the Green Corn Dance, then

they called i t stomp dance. The medicine man would fix up

some medicine from .herbs l ike black tar end everyone took

i t . I wouldn't take i t though but I don't beleive i t

would have hurt me: except I don't l ike to take medicine.

Arrows for the Bows.

They pulled the gr i s t l e from an opossum's t e i l and

usrtd i t l ike thread to wrrp some fer thers on a st ick to

make the arrow go s t ra igh t . The spikes wore mfcd.e from

f l in t rock. They had a chisel and hammer «t that time to

make them with. They hsM some poisoned errows out away

358
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and were very p a r t i c u l a r that no one &oX them by mistake •

as j u s t a scra tch from one" would k i l l a person.

Hitching Ground."

They wore very .pa r t i cu la r about or"ors so had'"a

regular h i t ch ing place a good way back from the house

end the horses were always put t h e r e , no matter wh°ti '

kind of meeting was taking p lace .

How Some ^earned Engl ish .

I was told that the Indians who could t a l k English

h8d learned from t h e i r colored s i e v e s . Some of these

slaves stayed with then a f t e r the .Civ i l .<ar. -The ones

who were bought "rom white people could t a lk English,

learned the Choctaw language and made good i n t e r p r e t e r s

besides teaching t h e i r mas te r s .

Smoke House and Butchering.
t

The smoke-house was e log house. They had benches in

there that were made of sp l i t Iocs. Two.or threy^ $rees

were cut open and fastened together reeking a f l a t ton

about four feet wide, / l l the snl inters had been smooth-

ed off and the bark remdved. «The top wer smooth and

'white from scouring. They bored holes slanting in the



CAPPS, SARAII. INTERVIEW. 12175

-8 -

under part and made legd to go in these holes to hold

the table up. They had benches to s i t on that were •

made the same way. Shelves were made of the sp l i t

logs and fastened when they were building the house.

Split logs went the full length of the house about

the fifth log and we're put in just like the wall logs

except they protruded inside the houSe for a shelve

instead of being" even with the o t te r logs.

The men and boys drove the'hogs up out of the woods

and butchered what they wanted and then turned the others

out again. They brought the meat in and some or i t was

stacked on the table and sal ted. Later* i t was smoked.

«Ve had to s t r ip the en t ra i l s an"" wash and dry them to

put in the soft soap.

The boys did the rough end bsavy work but we had

to take c ' re of the cows—about l ike white fanners now.

*» ' Ferryboat of "South Canadian.

-Old man Merian Yates ran the ferryboat on +he South

Canadian River wheive the Frisco Bridge is.now. Once we

wanted to go across the r iver to Francis to get some
i

groceries but the river was up four feet. The ferry
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was boxed in so" that til ere wes no danger of the wagons

rol l ing off and there Was a"hitching place to fasten

the horses so the men decided they could make i t across.

The cable broke,. There i s a bend"in the r iver that causes

a whirl in the water or current and the boat was washed

down stream and toward tha same bank we pot on from. The

men had a hard timdi getting the bo^.t where they could

unload and just as/ everything wasaafe another big

r i s e came and brought trees and tMngs down the r ive r . '

I t would have been terr ib le i f we hadn't gotten out

j u s t when we didi1 They never did get a l l of. the cable
/ • •

• out. »Ve went home and ate cornbread unt i l the r iver went

. down. / . " • .

/ forking on the Railroad.

This was/our home when ray husband worked on that

ra i l road. Of'course, i t was just a camp for they kept

moving on as the road advanced. .Ve had a log houses

that hed on/e door but d idn ' t need a window for there was

no chinking between the logs. There were some things

against the wall where the bed was to keep the rain

off of i t but even then i t wasn't very agreeable when

i t rained.„ Our stove was a camp-firQ in the middle
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of the floor and the smoke went out wherever it wanted

to, between the logs. Babies"were born in homes like

these* ' i

There were saloons just across the line in old

Oklahoma. .The men called that the Corner Saloon as it

was right in the corner of Oklahoma across the South

Canadian River from us. ,The men. would go over to get

Rock and Rye whiskey for medicinal purpose, get a drink

before they started home and before they got home they

were mocking'the Indian Stomp Dances and the whiskey

didn't do the wives any good as medicine for1 they didnH

even see-the b'ottles. > (


