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"Jenryetta, Okla.

Hom0 Girining\ of Cotton. \

After supper cotton was put on the b. arth to get warily
/ \

so the seed3 ytovUd. come out eas i ly , '"heja everyone sat

and picked/the seeda from the cotton by hanX. v/e would

get eno;ugh cotton "ginned" that night to las t a l l the nerb
\

day./ The next night we would clean cotton age in so mother

could sipin\ the cotton and knit our stockings. I never wore

*store't socks un t i l after mother died. Then we made a gin.
" A

'iwo sticks were put together like a rubber roller wringer.
j \

The se^ds fel l out o-. one side and the l int on\he other.

7»e could get enough cotton for a pair, of stocking^ in a l i t t l e

while land i t wasn't so tedious.* '

. ijhe, nev»/ground inade from one^to two bales of cotton

/to the acre. < . /

Friendl/ivei ghbors •

eople were close with7 strengers going through,

especially if there were, no women v.tth them but after they
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down like they ?/ere going to stay everyone helped

each other to get started* They had hotise-raisings,

making rails and fences, clearing ground, iiveryone helped

and never thought about charging for the wo k. If someone
i

was sick everyone went and helped in every way possible .from

sitt ing up with the sick, bringing in what was needed;

sheets or pillow cases, gowns, rags, or food. I believe

there were better friends then, at least they showed their

friendship more than they do no*.

Hor&BxIiunting on Rock Creek.

Bud Norton, Bill Moudy, John, Jim and Bill ie Brooks,

Bedford and I decided to get a bunch of wild horses for

!;his reason:

\ There was an old stall ion with a bunch of about fifty

or ^ixty horses, '-fchen people started sett l ing on Pock

Creek, people would turn their horses out and when tl.is

stallion sa* one he liked he would round i t up, just like

a cowboy rounded a cow into a herd,and drive i t on with the

bunch. He went clear to Sulphur and !lefert and every time

he changed, he added frou one to two to his herd* If you

tried to teke your cc re from him, he would run at you with
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his mouth wide open l ike he would tear ytfu to pieces and

you would have to dodge to get avray from him. lie would

rear up on liia hind legs and pan and fight» >e never did

get him and we t r ied a l l the t r icks we knew. Finally one :

of the farmers shot him, after we had trapped his herd, "*

'Io oat oh these wild hpraes we cut logs and bui l t a

big corral across one of the i r run. Then we cut trees

and l e t them fa l l with the tops together l ike a brush fence,

making vvings from both sides of the gr te two* «r three

miles long* They would keep dodging from one t r ee top to

the next. They thought they were going around|the t ree

tops but were real ly following the course w«% had set for

them. When they saw 8 gap open they would malice a dash

for freedom through, the gate . Some of us would cuickly

shut*" the gj.te and then the real fun started'. *» They had to

be roped f.nd broke to ride* af ter we had cut out the ones

the s t a l l i on had s to len.

. Bud Norton WPS riding a fast , heavy, well-trained horse

when we were driviar them in . Ho rode up behind one and ,
» • -t

caught i t s t i l and wrapped i t around his saddle horn. He

end his horse held i t un t i l one of the boys could rope i t .
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This one had been determined that he would not go into

the corral and Bud was trying to force him into it.

Five or Six Acre Rock,

iietwoen Ro^k Greek and Mill Creek about three

miles-in the raountaina there WB3 n ;yny granite rock

with five or s ix acres in ;jight. I t was f.L t l ike the,

ground but nothing grew on i t .

Shipping and Freighting.

When J o e ; off ordered supplies fro>n Texas he got

cheaper r^tes by l e t t ing them ship to -vkshita 3v?itcii un t i l

Davia s tar ted, then.to Davis. Then he Ordered from the

north they shipped to Paula Valley. Ihere were fewer

mountains to Pauls Valley so we woulo rather go there .
i

Ihere were only two or three niiles difference. Ve used

four yoke of oxen to a lie wagon and trail wagon. I drove

a span of mules to another v/a^on. It usually took"two

days to make the trip. Sometimes we'd.^ve into tovn^ to

the depot, loaded up and drove" three or four miles back

and enmped for the night. If there was an emergency, or

the stor,e was entirely out of what we $ere hauling, and

the noon'was shining we drove in that ni$it but we
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do that asv a r u l e . We never were bothered by robbers and

-do not think any ptheys were e i ther . I think the freighters

who were "robbed" took pay to drop off some of their stuff

for the "robbers" to, get . Later , . the ^fi^pn y.-rcb' fixed

o room whfcre the freighters could load up the wagona, put ,

them in this room and look them up un t i l the next norning

?!iien they wanted to pull out for home* I n e v ^ usea them

but I know they had them, -fine Sandys were l ike Coal Creek,

fte vsould go vround the. heads and cross here they »ere

shallow. If they were up wt wulcl h?-ve to wait tvro or

three hours un t i l they ran do'im. . . *

Gonanches in 1890.

When the Coraenches came or^r into the ChickasaT?

-eountr^h—peacefully-, the-iaeii wo_rsJtrjefioli_?l.outs^_of skins

that were laced up on the sides v?ith the same skin for

laees. 'ihe women had squares of cloth that had be< n torn

off afcistead of be in^Ju t with sc i ssors . 'Jhis was tied in

the back around the waist and was t he i r only clothing. -

From the waist up was b*.re.

Restaurants in 1897 an.' 1.900- '

In 1897, I was married and we had a restaurant in Davis1.

The country hen. se t t led up thicker, and en eating-house was
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In demand, Indiana, covaneji, and :nq$er3 were our customers*

Regular dlnuers v.ere twenty-five cents, t u t the sou^>, oh i l i ,

and lunches were more popular, ..e v.ould get a hrlf a beef

leg far about a quarter-fczj throe and four cents a pound- ,

and i t ivouid make e fivo gallon boiler fu l l of soup by-

adding vegetables, t e sold 'a t i g bowl of soup or ch i l i

for five cents and i t was e:oc sltuff, too. »11;sn we always

had pie, CfJce ani.' fpoc coffee* -

Our f i r s t restaurant via? a t Davis and then in 1900 we

had one at Oaknan. • •

Lost Child Kpisode-1904.

In 1904 we moved to Uewar and I waa digging coal for

Jin and John wise, whvre the K.O.&G. bridge on Goal Creek

is now.

John fay lived on the e&cc of Dov/ar and a wido;?

'and her tvx> y. ar ole boy were staying there . Cnt dr.y she

went somewtere and lef t the boy (he stil-l w r e dresaoa)

with John's v.ife.' He ren off, taki. g his l i t t ^ o • do&/wlth

him-and f~ot l o s t . There weru no houses,-just 'Vilr.erness,

mountains and tir»;ber and bi^ rocks, northwest of i¥>v;ar,

( And'in fact that i s just about a l l there i s now. )
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The next morning the l i t t l e dog came home and we just knew

the l i t t l e fellow had been eaten by the volves^ whi h

were plentiful in there. Later, we learned he slept on a

big flat rook that night and about the time the dog CESHQ

home he went east from the rock and came to the home of an

Indian named Mrs. Gray. He called "Hello",until an Indian

toy cine out; then asked for breakfast and told ther£ he vras

lost . He told them that he lived with Uncle John Ray and

asked if they knew where he lived* The Indian boy gave him

some breadfast and said he would go get a horse to take him

home but the l i t t l e fellow iras.afrp.id to l e t him out of

sight. He grabbed a biscuit and followed him.

V.re were fixing to dr'-g the creek for him as some of

the miners thought the mother might have killed her boy,

everyone had hunteC :"or twenty-four hours and sup.osed if

he wasn't in the creek we would have found him.

The Gray boy took hiir to John Bay's and he shot the.

signal that the boy was found, we Quit our preparations

and returned to the house* where the l i t t l e felloe Was;

his dress, was torn off during his wanderings. - '


