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Investigator, Grace' Kelley,
November .12, 1937.

Interview with Robert Gapps,
Dewar, Oklahoma.-

?orn
3arents'

Missouri, 1870.
Pleasant /Robevtson • Oapps«
Sarah Flowers, Illinois.

In ISO Ox two other boys and I walked from ^ustin, Texas,

to Dougherty where my father l ived. I vas twenty years old.

-here was a c u t o f f t r a i l between theNashita and Hock Creek

on top of the dividVsfrom lerwyn to Lougherty. ' ".Ye waded

cheeks. Inere were v»$t a few s e t t l e r s aud most of them

.were ai&raid of us as there werexso many rus t lers and bad men

that they thought" we must be ; rfci^r >us t l e r s \o r bad mentor

we would not be gcsmg through as we v.ere. ->e had a, l i t t l e

r.ioney and sometimes they would s e l l us a l i t t l e to, eat.%

Some of them would not e y e n i e t us get a drink of water from

their barrels.- ihey had to haul "water for fifteen or twenty

. -smiles, ihey were not close with friends, and neighbors l ike '

\ p a t but they had to know you before jthey showed any friend-

>.e slept in

woul£ hot even rent
. • \ •

cotton patches and on the prt.irie as they

us a ted.f
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,-heh got to Durwoon

house f o r two o r t h r e e dayb to r;eSt u

l e t us stay at his

'inere v/as a t r a i l

between imrwood and bougherty. ,'Lougher-ty was twenty-five

miles "north of ljurwood.

Durwood was an inland towr. - i t h two'or three s tores ,

blacksmith, gr is t mill and cotjton ginj and with a post office

in one of the s to res . \

.Dougherty was on the 3a4.te Fe. Rjailroad,' four s tores ,

post office, cotton gin and gr is t i.iiII constituted the town.

o]jd Store/.

There was a. s tore, a sixteen tly.-twenty 'foot box house,

four iriiles-north of Red River in e /?lat country. I would-
* * / *

say that I t was on the second bench land or ridge l^nd o,f
i

the Ked Riv.er, close to . .a r ie t ta . I do not know who owned i t .

L".£<il Routes.

•' , Mr. Bedford of. Lewar' carried the mail fr.or.i Lougherty to
\ I •

Li l l Creek on horseback. | .

l..r. Roff- \iaS\ the pobt office and carried the mail

from .iff to l..ill\c»Qek. / Later the rotiite was changed and
\ \ \ ! l • l

went from Roff' to Laws, / to Stonewalll wr.ere the rai lroad was.
". • V • - \ \ ! ' ' -

\That^was\ what-we ca l led 'a i us line.- 5ome called i t a hack
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and others called it a coach. Anyr/ay, it was a wobbly thing.

Ihe ones who had'a'branch office had to c.jrry the mail to

the railroad themselves 0/ else" hire it done.

Wf.
*

I worked for Mr. Joe >off for seven years. He had

a mill and during the week we sewed rawhide lu^uer from oak

logs. 1 woulofc cut from forty to f i f ty logs a day ana oak

is^hard to cut . On Saturday we ground meal or corn and

charged an eighth part of the meal for grinding i t . Some-

• times.v/e woul'a grind from Saturday morning to I..oncay'morning

without stopping. Ihere were always "LWO of us working, one

to run the mill and the other to run the engine, one man

would bring a wagon load of corn for a whole community on one

Saturday* The next' Saturday some other man of that commtmity
« i

\ * (

would come with everyone's corn. In -.ha" Lay only one man

would have to make the t r i p , so.ce^ irt s, they came from a long

v.ay and .over'bad roads resides losing tr.at t ine' in the fields^
1 \ t?

ate a lo t of co^rnbread-in tliose= days. I r.ave

known folks who lived on cornbread and water un t i l they got

'• . : " 1 -
their crop in. If they were lucky enough td set hold of some

flrur, it, wasf kept until Sunday when the wife made light bread
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or biscuits v-L^e children wu.ld be anxious for Sunday to

come so they bould hav^ spme biscuit, tn-Sunday people

always had company ai/d wanted the,nicest food for the conpany.

I / '
Peoplt visited more/ then than now. . '

\ / ' ' -The re/ason x.r. Hoff put ;..e t'o working in the ...ill was

that there were/some "toughs" who would bring thei r corn and

I ' *

not wait their/ turn -as they wore supposed to dc, but would

do their ottn /grinding no matter how much i t was and never

would I other to pay for i t . > r . r.off was not rr.ak'irie anything

at- a l l vdip the n.il l .

a gun in a box handy, :ut 1 never had to ust i t

on anyo'n-ef. lhe first" t ine thfst t r ick was t r ied on me 1 had

done a l©t of grinding and there v/as a long line of grinding

ahea'd of! me.. 1 had a half bushel of corn in a basket to be
around for a man whose child wa.-; baa sick and who wanted to

1 \-
hurry bee; home. ^ "tough" came, emptied the corn' out of the
basket an star ted Hill-ing i t with '"is ov.n, preparing to do

/ - • I '

me the same^v/t, as he Lad always done Mr. I\off. I picked the
i

basket a-wi^din.^ ana told hir. i v.as doing the ^rir.ding now and

he would.weit his tu?n like others resides paying the same

as they paid. " ..hen they sa- that I could not ce rui. over I •
i « i ' •

had no i.ore trourle;
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Joe Koff was a "galvanized" white marTfthich meant

he had an Indian wife, .ie had a store and post office, the

mills , twen^yrfive hundred ca t t l e and the ranch house.

i-ditor's !\Ote: "galvanized" was evidently the slang word

for nationalized." #

I was. cutting forty to fifty logs a day when a fellow

came, with a string of recommendations, telling that ae v/a*-̂

a good lawyer and could make more profit for the boss who

w ild have to pay him two-^ifty a day and a dollar a day

for a r.elper for him. I did not\Like him-from the start for

I had never been ,nsed to people having written praise of

\

xheir v,ork. Usually a man ,v/oulc t e l l wiiat Ye knex^ and when

asiced could sho,, h'ov. skil..ful }tei was. i had never) been to
*

\ ' {

mechanics' school so theXboss thought it would be rood to
hire him and told me to watch end learn as much as possible •

from him. .lc wor-.ed seven da^s ana sawed seven or eifht logs ,

and.ruined'the sav/.s . -\

Î av.e Clatts cought sor.ie nevr Machinery from I4l las and
l!^~' -. ; ' \

they furnished a man to put the machinery in working order

that is to s-et i t up. \ ; c ha>: tou.-ht We bO3s out and 1 was
. ' : ' ' A •

not.working for him. ' '.hen h-, jot throush\and l e i t they
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started to.grind but the line s..aft /was a \a l f foot out of

l ine. They s.ent for we to see if I coula fix i t . either the

line shaft would helve to be changed/ or the engine r.ioyed over

so I ir.ovedx the shaft, over. I workefd'for him a long time "after
' \

that.

I'.ock Cros >fing.
I <

_n the nashita hiver, turee 'miles north of , erwyn,
I

there Y/as a rock crossing or ford'. There v;ere no ferries on

the .ashitp then. \ ' <'
i

" / - -

' • i;erry on he a ..iver.
• :.r. zinds aad a ferry on ded Kiver but as Lineral ..ells

/
was the las t t.ig town we came through I co*ild r.ot ^i\e a

/ •

location of the ferry; i t was south of.the Apbuckle Mountains
< j

but that does not help much. /

hancher. > *

...else lurray, uncle of ~ i i l .'Urray, had a "ranch between
i-.off and i i l l Creek on»the l.ead of Lit t le ..lue ^r^ek. .̂ e had

J ' •_

about five or six hui.cred head of cat t le . ** "

,.ater - i l l .

Low Kance or I..r. Lawr.nce .iad an overshot wheel water'

n i l l close to . i l l wreek. .-Ie was a squaw-man, too.
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/ was a big spring \Like' an artesian well; there was a place

as large as a wash tub where i t came out or the ground and

• made a big creek. Llr. Lawrence o i i l t a big pond tnat povere
V

- - two or three acres and was 1'ed by the spring, i-.s i t held so

much water i t ^ave the ftill more speed. .:e ground wheat and

corn.

ailroad strike in 1B99.
i V

In lt-08 we had a drouth so we did not ra i se much corn

and had, to luy our meal and f l o u r \ In- 1899 the railroad had

a s t r ike anq would not pull or haul\any thing, ifhen the

stores ran oht of meal and bread-stuffs we had to go»-bac3* home

without anything and eat roasting ears and potatdes for five

or six weeks lor unt i l the tj&iiis started ro l l ing again.

' ,.e had blenxy of meaii in the woods from the g'3ine and you •

could buy a hiindred xo.ind hor: :'or three dol lars , anytime.
I '

ihe soao was^aaae g,,t l-.ome; --oft soap from tne bores, en t ra i l s

and scraps andl hard soap v.'as :^ade '.'roRi'xhe cracklings. <The

.̂smoke house wak always ful l of sugar, 'coffee, s a l t anc things l ike

"that.which were a l l that we bought.

Cloth' foil dresses cost three cents a yard but i t took

• : )

more1 yards thanji t does now. The wool and cotton thread and

st&ckings ,were\4ade at\home.


