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Inves Cgatcg' Grace Kelley,
November 12, 1937.

Intertiew with FRobert Capps,
Dewar, Uklahoma.:

. kissouri, 1870, : ,
arents’ Pleasant /fobertson.Cappse " .
Sarah Flowers, Illinois. : v

In 1890 two other boys and I walked from ..ustin, Texas,

to Loughewty where my father lived. I vas twenty years old.

.here wes a cut-off trail between the™ashita and kock Creek

{ them

2id of us as ‘here werd\go many rustlers and bad men

~N N N /

that they theught we must Ee :ffhpr :Eiler§<9r paﬁl?@n!or

we woulé noi be 3 'ﬁg\fhrou;h as we were. e had a,litfle
% ‘ ',/ N

r.oney and sometimes they would sell us a little 10 eat.™ N

‘ ) - M . ¥ ’ . ¢
Scme of them would not ;;;;\let us get 2 drink of water from \\\\

[

their barrels. .hey nad to ha ul Weter for fifteen or twenty
N

\
qgiles. Lhey were not close w1th frlends and neighbors 11ﬁe

'

AN

\?\at but they had o knov you beforp they shoved any frlend-

~

! ,\
sh}g. e s ept in cotton patches znd on the rriirie as they
~ \\ n - « ‘

woulk not even rent| us a ted.| , ’ ' * .
(U * ' .
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-2- i
~heh we g0t to DurwooA mr.fKing let us stay at his \\

’ v - .
house for two or three day. to re8t up. ‘inere was a trail

‘between Lurwood and bougherty. uuhérty was twenty-five

-r

‘miles ‘north of Lurwood.
i

burwood was an inland towr “ith|[two or three stores,
; :
tlacksmith, zrist mill end cotton gin| &nd with a post office

iz one of the stores. ) i
- s

Dougherty was on the saété Fe Reilroad; four stcres ‘
post office, cotton gin end giiét ni lconstituted the own.
i
{ .
uyd Store

) !
There was g store, a sixteen By -twenty foot box house -
. : i B '
four miles-north of Red river in e [flat country. I would: .
N - N " . .
ssy that it was on the secoﬁd tench lend or ridge laud of

the led hlvar, close to ar&etta. I d0 not know who owned ;ﬁ.

-

\ dgil houtes.
1 . .
LT, deafoxd of. bewa# carr ied the meil from Lougherty uO

\

1111 Creek on hofgebacl | )

L.r. toff hac\tne oobt office and carried the mall
\\ \ A ' .
from’ ST to Alll\unaex.fihauer the roﬁta was changed and

‘w.\__

w;ere the reilroad was. -

went from hoff‘to.na\'s,;to atunewall\
SR , ; )

a tus line. 1}

i

That was\what-we callbd ome called it a tack

. . 3 .
£
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B

and others called if a coach. inyway, it was & wobtly thing.

The ones who had a branch officé had to curry the mail to
) ¢

.

the railroad themselves cr else hire it done.

® ' noff.
I worked for Nr. Joe -off for seven years. He hed

0y

a mill 2nd during the weekx we sewed rawnide lw.uver from osk

logs. I would cut from forty to fifty logs a day ana oak
is herd to cut. Un Saturdsy we sround meal or corn and

charged en eighth part of the meal for grinding it. 3ome-

-times we wouln grind from 3aturday morming to l.onday ‘morning

without stopping. .here were always two of us vor<ing, one

to run the mill snd the other to run the ‘engine. une man

2
would tring a wagon load ol corn for a whole coumunity on one

Seturdey. ihe nexti 3atu-day some other man of that cormunity
i 12

-

. . . . i
would come with everyone's corn., In that ilay orly one nan

would have to make the trip, so.eim s, they came from a long
/ o .

may and over 'bad roads resides losing tuet time in the fields.,

- \ 2 -
wveryone ate a lot of cqrnbread-in ose deys. I :ave

.
¢

kmrown folks who lived on cornbread and watetr until they gof
n * | L
/ i

their crop in. If they were .ucky enough td get hold of some

flcur, it was keyt until Sunday when the wifp mgde light bread

.
. © b4 N\, N
' \
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not wait tjéir turn -as they were supposed to ¢c, tut would

do their o grinding no matter how wuch it vas and never

would toth to pay for it, . r. noff was not making enything
et -ell wigh the nill.

pt a gun in a box handy, :fut I never had to use it

'
4

on anyon (He Tirst time that trick was tried on me I had

lft of grizdin’ and there was a long line of grinding

me. I had-a half bushel or corn in & tasket to be

o

‘ o X | ‘ .
:rduna Jor a man whose child was beu sick -and who wented to

| ¥

rurry bac. home. » "tough" ceme, ewpiied the corn out of the

aheqd oq
o/

btasxet an started %illing it with ~is own, ireparing to do
i‘ - ‘ v

me thd same «We, as 2e i.ad glways done lir. woff, I icked the

| ’ .
bagket a-wi.din. anc told hirm 1 vas doing the srinding pow and
he would . .weit his tusn like oihers resides rvaying the same

A
.

, .
es they paid. _hen ihey sa. thet I could not te ru, over I

i .

[
&
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- Joe hoff was a "galvenized" white man Which meant

he had an Indian wife.

mills, twenty-five hundred cattle and the ranch house.
rditor's Lote: i

"ealvanized" wes evidently the slang word

for netionalized.” ‘ Py
o (

I was cutting forty to fifty logs a dey when a fellow

ceme. with & string of recommendations, telling that ne was

a good lawyer and could make more profit for
- A) “ {\

w ild nave 1o pay hinm two<€ifty a day and a

th§ boss who

dof&ar a day
\\‘ /
for a nelrer for him. 1 did not llke him. from t\e start for

I ﬂad never been nsed to people thlng written pr§1se of

* \
\
their work. Usualiy & men would tell what re knew and when

—

asced could sho. how been to

kiluful e was. L nad never
N . .

s

¥

mechenics' scnool so thé\{fss thought it would be : od to

_,1__-———&%———’“ -

J
I s o - . ‘.
hire him and told me to watch end leern &5 much as |possible

¢
from him. ..c wor~ed seven days &nu sawed seven or leirht locs
and, ruihed: the sav., : \\ ' {
T , N . r

_~ave Cigtts touzht sone new‘&%chinery {froxz .4llas and
' \\~‘< . . ¢ . .
they furnished e n he

nan to Tut the mechinery in working order

that is to set it uP. "¢ hao tow ht dhe boss out and 1 vas

not.vorking for him. " "hen ke 50t throush\and leit they
14 N

@ .\\

. -
.

.le had a store and post office, the

¢

~
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. -6~ |
. , .

started to.grind but the line s.aft was a “alf foot out of

-

. o ’ : .
line. “hey sent for ne to see if I coula fix it. .ither the
» . ‘

line shaft would ndve to be changed/or tihe engine noved over

so I roved the shaft over, I workdd Tor him = long time after

\ | L
thet., : : ,

iwoek Crossfing. \
-u the washite niver, tnree;miles norih of . erwyn,
{
. I -
there was & rocx crossing or fordﬁ Ti.ere were no ferries gn
| i

the .eshit. then. | , : ;
{ .

ferry on keda .iver.

-
v

- ..r, zinds aad a ferry on ijed hiver tut as il.ineral .ells

f .
was the last Lig towr we came through I comld rot cie e
.. . ! :
4 ;
location of the ferry; it was south of.the artuckle Mountains
a ‘1
|
. : i
but that does not nelp much. |

kancher. . 4

.else urray, uncle of .iil .«rray, had e rench tetveen

»0ff end ! i1l oreekx o?!the ead of Little ..lue .regek. .. nad
b

. . . N s "o
gbout five Oor six nhuncred head of cattie. ' -

. ~

-

.ater .ill.

.oW Hance or l.r. Lawr.nce .ad an overshot wheel weter'

nill close to .11l Jreek. .le wes a squaw~men, 100. .here

, A}
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'

was a big sprfngvlike'an artesian well; there was a place

-

as large as a wash tut where it came out ov the jround and

» . -
- *

- mede a blg creek. lr. Lewrence .uilt a big pond tnat govere

two or three actes and was fed by the spring. =&s it nela so
much weter it nave the Hhill more speed. .. round wieat and|’

—_ . . ~

-

corn. ¢
$
ailrozd strike in 1699.
;\ had M A ’ v
In 1¢98 we had e drouth so we did not raise much corn
wr . N

-

and had to tuy our meal and flour) In 16899 the railroac had

2 strike and woula not pull or haullanything. ~hen the

stores ren out of meal ‘mnd breéa-stu.ﬁs we nad to gorback home

could buy a hindred i1o.nd ho; Jor three dollers, anytime.

ihe soal wasfiawe =i Lome; :0ft soap from tae bores, entrails

and screps andl hard soep was made !rom tne cracklings. &Ghe

-smoke nouse wab always full of suger, ‘coffee, salt ant things like

3

)

Thet.which werd all that we bought.

Hoth fo dresses cost tiree cents s yard but it took

- -~

more yards than| it does now. .he wool and cotton thread and -

stbckings.were ade at \home. . o
1 - ‘
. ‘\ .

.



