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Note by Supervisor

This Manuscript seemg to contain several errors in

3 \

v

regard to dates, places, and Indian tribes, 7
On a second interview, Mr, Czllermen insisted that

the facts given in the f/irst interview were correct,

-
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Field Worker: Arnnld N, Arnson - . ) 145
BIOGRAPHY VF  Mr. Charles Callermsn '

2909 North Kelley -
"~ Oklahoms City, Oklahoma

************************************#*******’\"***********

_Mr. Charles E. Callcrman, born in what was a{?rading
post called Bolls Mills, Missouri, January 4th, 1860; Mr.

John Callerman, Th& fath
\

” :
e\_

r; His son, charles; and bride,

%lizabeth méCrumb; nd Mr's, Cellerman's mothém; Marie

‘MFCrumB came to Okldhoma, They came to this ferritdry in

a\covered wagrn, and Settled in the locélityfﬁﬁﬂwn.at-

» Cklehoma, “,

pﬂpsent &8 Britto ) |

.land but wi hed to sell is squattor rights. Thms indivi-

\

rmewhat a- vicinus character acchrding tn Mr. -

’

n's repgrt. Calleyman wanting the land arranged

[

)

i

HaV1ng cﬁmpleted the tr nsactlnn, the squatter

elinquished his clalm upon the ygnd. frs. Céllermen was ' |

>

-anxi~rus to get settled &sjghp was 80~R to bécﬂme 8 mNthpr2'

\y

There was an Indisn trail that led dnwn the Cenadian

»

. hills toward: what is now Shagngé. The trading print at

\ this lecatinn was @ meeting pléc e for all the “Indians, -
Ve The oniy trading prst that wes near the Callormané was
~ i " ot P ' !
Council Grove, callad "Dead Men's Pla?é. At this time it -

was necessary to have’ guns and ammunlfiop. The Indians ~n
>
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the other side nf CAwncil Grove were nnt very dengernus,

»  but, the white settlers fresquently stole horses and cattle
5 Py .

- §

fgnm‘the homestesders at nighty
;’; Bill and John McCiure, aceording to Callerman®s wep~rt,
- . disturbed the Indisns and homesteaders a greet deal, They
engeged in cattle thievery. JZ Mr. Cunningliam was killed by
the brothers, vh~, alsé succeeded in taking his h~mestead,

-

qugg Pxﬂthers were called "Sn~ners" and werelin this terri-
tgryc illegally. ©One morning the Indians hid in {he brush
and shot arrows st them. The McClures were driving stolen
caftle d~wn the trail, They were killea.bQ 8 United States
Marshall, - ’ - . i
’ . TR
One an a report came that the Indians wers-mobilizingi'
and ércparing for a night sttack. The fﬁdians (Chretew) were
then 12 miles eest nf Original vklshoma, Mr, Callerman
;’.aggf§is“%1fa were afxaidaaaghé% locked themselves inm their
home, bolted their donr and windrws, hnweQer, no Indians
aﬁpeared. The next mecrning these Chickasaws and Chnctaws came
to Council Grove, ~ut ~n west 10th Street, Oklahoms City,
about 15 miles south, to seek a peace treaty with the white
peocple,. Cnouncil wes held with -the Indien vaernnr ~f the
Chickssaw a#d Choctaws. ~ His name was Scott, Thus, grndwill
;

was establishea between the Indians and,whites.

 Mr. Callermsn hauled wond and eorn t0 t~wn to sell ~ne



. Callerman, a d@cgpr did n~t have to know medicine or teachers
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day., Enrnrute to trwn he wes assisted'arﬂund‘a creek{by a
fgiehdly Indian. Up~n his arrivsl at thg tr;ding p4s{;
Callerggn found so meny pe~ple there with w~nd ana éﬂrn that
he stayed sl. day in an effnrt to seil it, A n;igh£nr éave
him 35 cents to purchase a bottle nf Castoria for her sick
child. Mf. Callerman traded his stove wond and corn for candy
and ~ranges Qs it was Christmen eve, and he wanted to have.
Christman for his family. Le cruld nrt sell the lnad nf wond

/ .
fBr 25 cents n~r the- corn at 15 cents & bushel, He purchased

//somo guinine for his wife, In thnse days, acenrding to Mr,

. aid not have $0 graduate “to teach. -

Mr. Callerman stayed out many days in the bﬁack jacks

e
chopping wond &nd then drrve many miles t0 tradiﬁg prst with
it.’ He ch~pped w~n; and gathered cnrn until hig’feet ﬁgre
swollen ;nd bleeding, and cruld nnt sell a penny worth. He
traded his w~~d and c~rn for things they neede&{mﬂst. They
had ;plenty ~f rabdits to e t, e would go nut;and trep
rabbits bx the dr~ves, and wuld pass these rabbits ar~und
to'" go&h/whité Prlks %Pd*friendly Indian," On; day Mr.

&

Csllerman succeeded ik trading’his stuve weod to a fellrw
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merchant for a plough, shres and pants, "I felt myself /
gning up and things ln"Ked better for us," f

14 f . A
B .t

Dresident ‘McKinley signea the patent to Vr. Callerman's o
lﬁnd, and he still retains President McKinley~;&gnature ~n
" the titlé. ' /

There.were n~ Irndians ~n the n~rtheast side ~f Britt~n, /////\
but a few miles west nf Britinn &t a location now cglled
Okleahoma City there waée a few. ,

During' the deﬁression nf 1892, President Cléﬁelandv
Administration, Mr, Cellerman Teised 8 big prnplﬂf turnips,
brught 8 wegon load to t~wn and snld tﬁ;m forxlﬁ cents a bushel
and he only received 18 cents per bﬂshel for corn, Game was
plentiful such as dee, wild turk;ys, quail, ducks, and pfairie
chickens, Mr. Callerman would kill a beef in te fa1l.

Cne day Mr. Callerman was ridigg in the open pasture, and
heard his cattle meking a nrise and the dogs barking., He dis-
cnvered that cﬂyotes weré‘attacking his stnck, also 1arge wolves,
The wolves w;re ag "large as srme of his cows", sceording to
Mr, Callerman's.stﬂry; He returned to the.hﬁuse for his rifle
and succeeded innkilling the animals., The hides -were snld and
this aidea the family financially. He lnst s~me calves, The
Cherokee Strip Livestotk Asacciatirn peid séve?él dollars for

wolf pelts, "0f course the bounty was better than losing
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cattle.” Ancther night the family heard a nnise, Mr,
Cgllermen looked out the door angd discovered a wild cat,

&J ¥

‘ He shrt the animal and found that it wes " as large as a

% 4 o

gond size dog." There were a 15t nf hrntjowls around, and

nne imagined‘there were Indians apprnaching, The dgors
were kept brlted to the hruse,

Callerman had a nice garden, znd & numbernf acres of
corn, There were many rattlesnakes and sometimes nne
wruld come clnse t& the hruse, They 1lnst a 1ot ~f chickens
by these snakes, Callerman had severai hogs., I'e alsn gath-
er a few eggs ever day. His wife was afraid tec venture ~ut
for fear nf snakes 4nd wolves,

The Callerman children went to sch~~l during the "1d
Settler's subscriptinon schﬂél, Cel lerman recalls that Madie
Howlbeck was ~ne ~f the teauchers, Later the publie schrnls
came to eacg district. fhe United States Grvernment paid
for srme ~f tﬁevschﬂﬂling, separate schn-1s f~r brys and girls.

Mr., Callerman still recells the Uncle Jnhn Smith's Burial
ground, 4 miles nnrtheast of Britton, Cklahoma, *any Indisns
wefe laid to fcst thene,'aIS”, £1lthrugh mnst nf the Indians
buried_%heigﬁlﬁved rne in their own yards,

Later, when Callermans became mnre prospernus they would

have large gatherings, they hed &s meny as 95 visit them. He

kW
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would givé a barbecus and invite his friends, bnth Igdianb
and whites. This was abrut iaé time of the rpening ~f tﬁe Kicka-
pon reservatinn, several cowpunchers woula rrpe steers and
shrot At a terget and‘run;‘and jump, This wes &ll free enter-
tainment.

irdmrre was n~t nopened then., Shawnee ann‘was the ~nly
frading pnst, east nf the Heridan.

The Caellermans delight wcs to trade with the Indians, They
exchanged with the Indians fnrr their blankets, p~ttery and
baskets, o

Hominy was an nutstanding’fOAG in thrse days. The Indiams

told them how to prepare if. The Indi#ns were artistic design-
ers, Tuey alsn nade medicine from ronts and herbs, When the
INdian celebrated " they realiy put on the dog, they would
paint up and make up ~n hiéh gear, their teants angd poﬁies were
also painted for this event; expeci@.ly when they wruld swap a'
horse frr a'girl ny boy that was considered sacred, and cl~sed
with a celebratinrn,.” ‘ : .

"The Chickasaw and Ch~ctaw Indians were the ﬁost independ-
ent tribes of Indians I knew, they certainly did‘;;me in line
with the whites, bnth were very peaceful znd helped the white
Settlers along, and helped lead the trails that went t6 Cﬁunéil

'tf;ding prets, The Indisn children went

v :
\

Grove and Shawnee THwn

Al
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to schnol, and they p;id their ~wn mbney to run these
scho~ls, _?hcir schr~1ls were mostly boarding schools ,
the U.S. Government helped pay these schrrl expenses for
80 many years at time,"

Callerman still ~wn his ~ld h~rmestead, his son lives

there at present (1937)



