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Baael B. Greene. , '
?ournaliaif .
April 11* 1938*'

An Interview with Laura Loire Butler*
Antlers | Oklahoma.

I was born January, 18^7, at De Queen, Arkansas*.
4 ^ *

f

My father, Thomas Lowe, was born In Arkansas, as was

my mother, Martha Chilooat Lowe* *
- /

I was sixteen when my family, In a coYerod wagon,

of course, trekked from DaQuoen, Arkansas, to Doaks-,

vilie, Indian Territory , oTer the muddleat of-roads.

It must have been an unusually rainy spell, beoauee ay

lpaln rsmenbrance of the trip it mid and rain* We lit-

orally camped in mud. It roust have been in early Spring

beeauee Pa was a farmer and we were moving to a new lo-

cation, for mo special reason, just seeking greener pas-

tures* I guess* DoaksTille was a good s&ed town, with

three stores, a post office end two doctors* There were a

good many people in the little town and.quite a "torn" of

negroes over across Tanyard branch north of town on Fine

Ridge.

I renember we had a neighbor, a white man named Frank

Ledbettery who Bade frequent business trips Away from home,
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an A cnoe when lie had been to Caddo, upon his return to ^

Doeksville he was veryilll with a strange malady and al-_

moat 4i«d« H u n ha had been hone 3 few daya hi a baby took

tick the aaroa way and died the next day* My'baby, sister

beoane 1X1 and died next day and another man died* The '
* »

first thing *• knew they were a i ok on all sides * of the

sans disease. They would get sick and die nsxt day* I was

the first one to get better after my mother and father and a

aarried sister and her husband had all taken lfe I took i t
V t • ' • • • •

before they did and when they got lt|ihey turned me oyer to

the tender mercies of a sorry old gel who, liTed there. She

didn't oare whether she oared forme or,not and, contrary

- to the doctor*a orderst;gare as all of the cold water that

i wanted to drink>right out of the well*. Then to keep in*
* • • *

quiet , she poured paregoric i;o-me; that and the oold water,

probahly oared as for I got well quicker" than anybody* The -

balance lay slek a long long time* And It served the negroes

worse than It did the white people for when It struck them It

killed them like files. .

' If they had an epidemic ef it at Oaddo I never heard of

It* Or* Folscm lived over about the Fort X believe» and our
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main doctor in Doakavil'le tfcen was a young Doctor Waters, from

Arkansas* It looked fike he had no* heart to stay after his

baby died of i t . When i t was at i t s peak of killing people,
• ' • " • ' . •

word was sent to Texas for doctors, and by the time they got

over there the virulence of i t seemed to have l e t up, owing to

-&e alow way of sending messages and travel, too* When ifcey

got there they pronounced i t an epidemic of Asiatic "Cholera,

ihich had nearly run out* I don't know how bad it would have

been, ted it been at i t s worst* . • . '

Mr., Hopkins was an intermarried white man, and when his

wife and baby took i t he sent for me, because she refused to

.tate a doa.e of medicine from anyone but me* She was just about

a full blood Choc taw* Those ifccr were able to wait upon the ^

sick, nearly ran-themselves to death* I know once Mrs*Rosen*

thai sent/for mo,, when she thougit'ber, baby, Jake,, was dying*

I was exhausted aid knew nothing to do, but I went, end gave

him a hot bath and rubbed him a lot and she. always declared

that I „saved his l i fe* , * ( • * ^.

One of the most pit i ful cafes was a poor woman who had

Hired a* man to move her and .her family to 'Ajdkansas from Atoka,

They got to DoaksviUje and it waa raining* Re said fie Just
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knew that streams would be up so they could, not cross so

he just dumped her and her family of aaall.children right

there in front of the l i t t l e old stone Jail, i t was never'
- — , • ' ' r-

used anyway so she and children sought shelter in it* and

on* of her l i t t l e ones was among the f irst to take cholera

and die*

It i s possible there were epidemics of i t elsewhere^

but news got around to slowly that we never heard of It* ,

But that was the most terrifying time.I ever experienced*

Mr* Hoppins had the biggest store in town* Judge Tilas

had one in connection with his post office; a pretty good

sized store, too* George Rosenthal'* store was pretty good

sized*.. I will never forget where he kept his money-in a l i t t l e

old leather, bound trunk out in the h 11 of his residenoe* A

man eoold.h ve picked i t up and carried i t off oa his horse*

I always suspected that the reason he kept i t there was to di-

vert the- suspicion of the hiding place, thinking tfeat one would

never look there* • ""
' • 4 *

They had danc6t around »ut I never went to any* W« had

lived there pne year when William A* Butler came over from Ark-

ansas and he and 1 were married by old Parson Koitix who then .
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lived east of Doakoville on the VJhcelock road* Then we want

to Arkansas and staged until 1889 j at which time we returned

;to Antlers to l ire* . . . * ' » . • •/>'.

Antlers was a fa i i ly new town then, about a"couple of' ;
' ' • • < • , , - '

years old* There was a cotton gin and grist mill across the
• " • ' ' . • ' '

street from my present ha&eg the cotton press was horse power. .

We came ' :along right out in front of my house when we came

to Antlers* That i s Highway No 71 aowY thfca i t was a sough road

full of oak runners a~d rocks* a..d the grass swept the wagon

tongues* There were sane stores on up the hill'# about four X

, think*"Dick" Locke's store and residence, I believe, were can*

bined when X f irs t cams here* There were two bleeksarlth chope,

two. hot el s , Colbert's and Berry'e,-a livery stable a d then there

was the aawmill cortEnitsary*. There was no school except a l i t t l e

subscription school inrsonfcbody'a home.* The church was Nelson.

Chape3. oujt at Colonel Nelsonfs place west of town, thai there was

the saw© section housp up on the railroad that i s there today* '

There was no bank^ oa«' had to take ones money to Fort Smith or

Paris, Texas, or bury "it in th/bac]E;ykrd# Old Captain LeSeiier

put in tha f irs t bank in toe torn*

t The residences were scattered "over the h i l l s around and not

. very close together either; they were mostly quick«put-up affairs

& •
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-with, cracks in the floor wide enough to sweep,the trash and .

/bread crumbs through, that the eMldren would drop on the
floor, • ' .

. . 1 • \ ' . ;,

Hogs slept anywhere they wished, under stores, shops or*
* ' . • if

homes, and the .fleas would come up through the aforementioned K

cracks and bite us unt i l we;would' have to get up and- "tutfn"' •

our night shirt and give i t a'jshake. and put i t on r i ^ i t quick

and brush the fleas* off our feet and' jump in bed, and. try to
sleep again with the crawling" things get t ing a new s tar t* I

Just thought I was .rid of 1^em, One could hardly walk the

streets a t night for the sleepjiig 8i6ck#f,3'ome of theitf vrere

the milk1 stock of people t h e r e i n town, some-of i t would be"

their teams, and some would just come up wi'th the others and

sleep there. '•• ; ^

There was a world of gone here. You'd, just have.-to go

up, the railroad track and over the h i l l to <see and kil l a l l

fhedeer you*d want, or turkej either* • ' '

Nights ;&e wolves would come up around the edge of town

end howl; perhaps they wanted to be near the dogs* There were

plenty of them, top; and there Was a l l kinds of snail game a l l

around/ even close to town,

John Stallerd and a nan by the name of Hers&n owned and
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operated a big walnut lumber mill aj; the mouth of Buzzard

i Creek on Î ed Rir«r, Th«y mad« a specialty of sawing wal-

' nut logs into lumber* ' I used to see them drag in immense

ones with big old yokes of oxen* They shipped the most of

the lumber out by steamer* < Then Stallard was ki l led by a

. tliirteen-yoar-old boy whose name I don't just now recal l ;

tnat was about 1334* Stallard was one of the husbands of
1 it

the; i8any*time8«married Lila.Delilah Errin* I don't know

how long the mill operated- after his death**'

( ;


