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Field Worker's name ' ,
. gmm —Gresse, ‘
This report made on (date) _ .4 14 _ 193 g

H

' 1. Name _ payrs Lows Bitler. S
/ 2. Post Office Address ___° -antlera, Oklahowna

:/- 3. ‘ Residence addr%ss {nr- 1location) _ _ . - é
4.  DATE OF BIRTH: L Month' " Day Year _________
5'.-. Place o} birth ‘ .
6.“ Name,.of Father ’ -Placef of bi'rth
7. Name of Mothe‘r __Place nf bix"th T
) 0¥Wer “information about mother o |
) \

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the verson interviewed. Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects gnd cugstiocns, Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this formi Number of sheets
attached 9 - > . R
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Hagzel B, M‘o . . ' (
70mﬂ1_8‘.g R .
April 11, 1938,

An Interview with Leura Lowe Butlers
Anglers, Oklahoma,

. )
l

I was born Januhry. 18!}?. at De Queen, Arkansaa.’ _
'My father, Thomas Lowe, was borp 1n Arkansaa, as was
ny mothor, Marthn Ghilcoatl Lon. 7
I ma nxjtou when my family, in a covered wagomn,
of course, froickod from DoQu;cn-, Arkensas, to Doakse..
ville, Indien Territory , over the muddiest of- roads.
It must havo. been an \mﬁsualiy rainy spell, because my
pain remesbrance of ‘the ﬁip i» mud and raine We lite
_erally cemped in mud, It must have been in early Spring |
becauss Pa was a i‘armgr and we were moving to a new lo-
.catim, ror’ mo spscial rém. Just seeking greener pas;
turu. 1 guoss. Dcahullo was a sood stzed town, with
three -toru, u post office and two daoctors, 'nurc were a
~good ﬂmny people in the little town and quite a "towm" of .
nogrooz;v over scross Tanyard brench north oiv“t‘toun on Pine
Ridge. | . )
I rommbar we had a noighbor. a whi te man named Frank

Lodbottar, who made rr-qmmt business tripa Q.uay from ham, h /

.
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and onoe when he hnd been %o Caddo, upon his return to ‘,
Doak:v'il.le he was very:ill .,with. a strange 'malédy and ‘s{n.-,'- |
most dieds When he had beer{ ‘home g Tow daya h;a béby took
sick the "“”“.' way and died the next day. My“béiy, autor'
beoane tii and died next day and snother man digd. Tha o

' pirst thing we kuﬁ they were sick "on all aid;u{ of the
aam; disease, They would 501'. sick and dio naxt day. I wan

_ the first ons to got better artor my mother angd futher and a’
married sister and har hnaband had all taken ih I ook 1t |
bsfore they did and\ vhen they got it}hoy tnmod me os'er ‘o
the teuler mercies of a sorry old gal who nua thers. She
di&n't care whether she cared ror" me or;not and, contrary

' to the dootor's qrdera.'ggavo me all of the éold vater that .
1 wanted to}drmicorgght guf"’ot the wells . Then to keep me

. .quikot » 8she poured paregoric -io'.m; théi euui the oold w'ator,
probahii saved e for I. got;_wili ‘quiekor‘ than anybody, The
balance lay \a\ick a longr léng tiixe. And % aerved the negx;oba

" worse . %hen i.t did the vhitc pooplo for when it struck them it
killed thom Lke f1ies ‘

It they had op&demic of it at caddo I never hoard or

its Dre Folsam lived over about the rprt I belisve, end owr

\ ?
\
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; main doctor in Doakavi le then %as a young Doctar Viaters. from

Arl:ansas. It loelmd ike ‘he had no heart to Btay af ter hia
bab; d;ed of 1%, Wh n 11: was at its peak of killing people

- wm'd was sent to Tefas tor dootors, and by the time they got "
over thare the virnlence of 1t ssemed to have let up, owing to

~ the slow way of se/nd_ing mossages and travel, too. When they
got there they pronénnced it :an epidemihc ct Asiaizi;a Cholera,
vhich hed nearly Tun out. Idm't know how bad it would have
been, ‘had 1t been at its worat. ‘

Mr. Hopldma was an mmmarried white mn, and when his
vife and baby. took it he sent ror_me, because she refused to '
,teke \a' do%e (df mdic}ne from ;myoxie but me, She wés Just abo{n.;
a full .blood‘Ch’oqtaw. Thoss who vere sble to walt upan the

- sick, neariy ran. thénselﬁea to deéth. I know 6nee MFs, Rosene
-~ >~

thal sent for me, when she thought’ her baby, Jake _was dying.

/ .

I was exhauated and knew nothing to do, tnt T went end gave

t

him a hot bath and rubbed bim & lot and she alwgwa deemred

»

that I saved his life.

L

One of the most piti.ml casas was a poor woman who md :

hired € mun: to move her and Qher ranily Lo Arkanaas fron Atoka. (

They got, to Doaksville and it was .raining. He uaid te Jnst
. . ' 4 _— . >t " ? ‘

INTERVIEW - | 12566 - ;)
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knew tha'c streams vould/be up 80 t’ney could not ocross ao

ho Just dumped hor and her ramily of mal.l_children right

A:here in trmt ot the little old aiaono jail. It was nevecc
" used anyway so shé hnd children sought sholter 1n it. and
one of her nttie ones was among the rirst to teke cholora

and dies

But that was the most torrifyiig time I ev;r,gxperi ced, h.
ir. Hoppins ._had' the bigzest store in town, Judge Tims
had one in connection wi.th his post bffige; & pretty good
sized stor‘e, too. George Rossnthal's store was pretty g'ood'_ '
siéeq... T will never forget where ke kept his money-in a little
- 0ld lesther. ﬁmﬁd trunk out in the h 1l of his" ruidénce. A
man could h ve picked &t up and carried it ot;" on hie‘{ horse.
I-alwaya suspected that tba reason he kept it there wasifo ai~ ,
vers ;her suspicion of the hiding place, thinking that one would
-~ never loolc-;hero. L ? ST | B
They had dances art;zmd Wt 1 }nercr s‘wezit‘ ‘§o anye Ve had
lived ghére pn_é year when Willfam A, Butler came dver. from Ar.’o-

aisag and he and I wers mrried by oid Parson Keith who thgai o

H
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'lived east of Doaksv,tﬁo on tha Wh&elock road, Thon we' wmt

to Arlmnaas and stay‘od until 1889 5 at which time we- raturnod “

.0 Antlers to live, . e o ;-',L'. . ,
. . . ; ‘ L . . ?
Antlers was a faitly new town then, about a’'couple of

’

A ’ . T
years olde There was & cotton zin and grist mill across the

street from my present hamej the cotton press was horse power,
We came ‘mlong right out in, front of my house when we came

<

- to Antlers. 'I‘hat is Highmy No 71 now 2 then it was & mugh road -
mn of oak rugners a.-d racka, a‘d ﬁha gm:sa _swept the wagon B
tongues. I’hore wers acme atoras on up the hill. about rour I

. think"Dick" Locke'a store and residence; 1 believe, were come
bined when I first came here, There were. two blaekam'}.th ahopl‘.‘
two.hotels, Colbert's and -Berry's,«a li've.ry stebias a'd then there ]
‘was the sawmill qommieaaryg» The;'e wes no 'gct_xoc;l ,eicapt a little

aubscription school innsdmabody'a homq. ‘The clurch was Nelson

chapol out at’ 0010nel Nolsan's place west of tom, then thera was _‘
the sanm saetim houss up on the railresd th“t is there tqéaye ,
Therc was no banlb; cm] "had to tako ones mcney to Fort Smlth or
Paris, Texas, o bury ‘1% in the baok Cyhrd, 01a Capt&in LeSeuer
mt in the ﬁrst bank in toe town. ' -

t. The reaidences vere acattered ‘over the hills around and not

/‘\

. very close together ei thcr; thay were most,ly qui_ck-put;-yp affairs
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-with craclm “in the floo‘r wide enough to sweep the trash and . - -

$

\broad ormiba through, thet the enﬂdm would drop on the o

ﬂoor. ’ o ’ N _ |

Hogs alept anyvihéra they iiahed 2 under":;tbraa, ;sr"i'iébs or‘m
homes, and the tleal muld cone up th.rcugx the atorementioned
cracks and bite us until we,,'mnld have to get up and- "turi"’ .
our night shirt and give itea 3hake and 'nut it on right cuick

and brush the t‘leas off‘ ouv feet and Jump 1n bed, and try to

leep again with the orawling things getting a mew start. I

.? ¢

" just thought 1 Vas xid ‘of them. One %oum hardly walk the

atréets at night for the sleepi,ng ss'(:cmk.c Some of them were . .
: if" T
the nilk stock of people there, in sown, Bame:of it would be | 4 "
their teama, anl some would Jnst coms up with the othera and ’
. . i ’

sleep there, © &
There was a world of geme here. You'd just have.to go

» B
A

up. the railroad track and over the hill tc @ee and .Idl_i all

FL 2l

*

“the deer you'd want; or t.urkey '91 ter,

‘Nights the wolves(goum eome .up around- the ed'ée of towh. ‘
and h‘owl; perhaps thej; wen ted to bé nsar the doés. There were '
plenty of them, 100} and there ves all kinds of snall game all *

amund even close to town.

Jp;zn Stallérd and & man by the nmme of Herman owned and

~
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j operated a big walnut lumber mill a$ the mouth or'Buzz.ard

P/ ’

" /Creelc on hed River, They made a specialty of sawing wale

\//‘
1/

,5( nut logs into lumbar. I used to see them drag in immense

ones with big old yokas of oxen. They nhi ppad the most of

D

- the lumber out by staamor. t Then Stallar& was killed by a
. thirteeneysar«o0ld boy whose na’mo I don't juat now .cecall,
that was about 1884, Stall‘ard was one of the busbands of
thq manyotimea-married Lﬂ.a Delilah Ervin, I don't know ‘

. how long tho mill oparatod atter his death.
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