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Ficld Worker's name ___ Mpyy Do Dorwerd,

This report made on (date) December 29, ; 193 7
1. Name Arthmr Bynum, L
2. Port Office Address _Tulsa, Uklahoma, | &

- \

3. Residcnce sddress (or location) 1345 South Trooat, o

¢, DATE OF BIRTH: MNonth | Day Yoar 1875

Se Place of birth Nesr Indianocla, in Indiarn Territory.,

6, Name of Father Re Ne Bynum Place of birth N

Other informat ion cbout father

7. Name of Mother _ Place of birth __ \

1

Other information abHrut mother

Notec complete narrative by the fisld workcer dealing with the life and
story the _erson interviewed. Rcfir to Manual for sug.csted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shcets if necossary and attach firmly to

this formes Number of sheets attachudf 4 . .
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Mary D. Dorward,

Investigator, C
December 29, 1937. C

Interview with Mre Arthur Bymm, /
1345 South Troost, ‘ SRR
-Tulsa, Oklahoma, o
A h:lographie gketch.

B
B3

Avthur Bymm wes born in 1875 on his father's farm
along the. Ceanasdian River near what 11; now the town of
Indisncle. When Art}mr‘ vas about eight or nine yeers of
age the family moved to the town of Tulsa where his ;rhther,
established & mercantile store. .

Tulss &t that time was known as Tulsey Town, a name
which, as was usual in‘ the COreek ¥atiom, meent not’ only the °
1ittle ssttlemant vilts’olf but a great deal of swrgndiqg :
terrltory as wall, In the early days Indians ceme ‘rrom'e‘a
wide radius to trade in Tulsa, from the far western part of
the state and the Sac and Fox country. The Indians would ‘
~ come in groups of fitty or more and camp in their tepees
for @ week or fore until they hed finished their trading,

Arthur Bymm's fa;:her, Re Ne Bynum, was mayor of Tulea
when the town purchesed the mission school .from the Presbys
tarian Kission Board and convarted it 1nto; public school.

The money for its purchase was advanced by'the mayor and

{

A1



314

BYNUM, ARTHUR. INTRRVIEH, 12567

S o
tmr other citizens, m«mm Je Mo ﬂall and Henry C.

Calhoun. Eseh man was reimbursed in tmrxomthopnb-

1ie funds. At that time the only source of rsvenus for the
oity governmont mas from fines and ocmtion taxos, thew .
tax paid by enyone wishing to conduet a business of any
Kind. The parehsse of the'school took place the sscond
yoar artdr Tulss besame an incarporated town under the
torrltmnl,ornhmn. rm&mm;.Mdty
affiddals eonulm of the mayor, five aldermen,s cln-k,
‘utmr.m:m.umoguhmumﬂda
lulqry. The mayor served ss police judge as well,

" Arthur Bymum regalls that as & child he used ¢o have
to g0 to the old Tuokabatehie pasture scuthwest of the
tovn aad wes elways afraid of the ol Jndien Tucksbeicbie,
"mtboim.tholndianmmrmudmtmblomt .
jmm'hammozdmmnﬁhw\mdma':
know., &ommwmnmmm It was the

€ v >

‘mlmcmuswomﬁtmbhmmmmmubh.‘ '

Fourth of July ealetrations used to de held in the
vieinity of what is now the interssction of Twelfth and
Boston,where thers was a spring, and also at Bighth axd
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Boston. There would be a ;nexjry-go-round, a dance plat-
form, and contests of various Kinds as well as afeochn. :
Arthur Bynum frequently witnessed Indisn ball gEmas.
© There was ne;nr any refereo or umpire fo‘r thuag games and
it somsone not in the game wanted to get in, hewould?go

up when the players were in a huddle end strike ome of

»

them over the head with his bat with force suffieient to
knoek him out of the game.

Billie Burgess, @ Cherokee Indian policeman, used to
check express packages for liquore. He would hold them up
%0 his'ear and shmke them and if his suspicions were
aroused, be would smmash the package then and thores

Poo Sunday, & Cherokee, was another Indian police.

Arthur Bymm recalls seeing Wesley Barnett shoot hiun
Yokie. Both were Creek Indiens who hed & gruge sgainst
each other, One day legus Pur;'ymu, Mef of the Creeks,
and Lokie were going to Perfymn'a office which was in the
Jo Mo Hall at;aro. As they :rea&eq \t‘he southwest carner of
¥hat is'now First Street and Boulder Aveme, Beruett, who
was in a houss nearby, saw them coming. Hes stepped out on

b
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the yoroh of tho houss nnd. addmsing I.ok:lo, said,
'R«dg?",\for cach knew that if they met t'hoy would

shoot it om B&rnett. 4id not take advantage of the

fact thet he saw Lokis bafore Lokie saw him. * Bernett

" went ‘back into ¢ 'hm,“mt.his gm, and again stepped
to the door amd -hoﬁmne. Bernett then went out of
town and hid 1na¢ab‘i§. HQmalmadymeythe
Federal autl}oritios on agmo othor aiarge, £0 when be

hid in the oebin the Feddral officers sat fire fo the
osbin, forcing him out into\ the open. ~He came out shoOtm

ing and the officers scon lﬁot im dowmn.
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