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Investigator, Carl R.-Sherwoed, Q
November 15, 1937,

\ Interview with Robert Butler,
< 1024 ¥Wecod Street, muskogee, Oklahoma.
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#llson A, Bruton, a Chorokes Indian, was born in 1864 amd

vas a son of Caswell Bruton, who was born near Spadraiin ,
srkensas, where the Chierokees on their migration to the Indian
Terri tory wast of the tdiasipeippi seenm %0 have tarx:iod.

He received his education ip thut loGality and after
reeding medicine located et Clarksville, Arkansas. He held a
membership in th; srksnsap Medical association and was &
surgeon in Gensral .5tend satie’s regimemt.

\ . son of wilson ey
. #ilson 0. Bmtop,/ who was & Cherokee of prominence, a

native of Oklahoma a(:d 8 leading busin.'ss man of Muldrow,

Sequoyah County, was a member of the éOquor Contx;ol of the

State Orphan s Home, and reprosents the third ganeration of a

fanily which has been largoly concerned in the development |
\ :‘

3

and good atanding or his paople. -

Wilson O.Bmton playod an important part in the final f

adjustment of the compncationa arising between th\q Cherokeba

and the United States Government in the allotment of lapds. He
. l .
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was a lawyer /_py “oarly training dénd profossion and from 18901
to 1893 served-as District Clerk and in 1903~-04 was
Ex:cmuﬁ Secretary to Chief Rogers., In that capac;ity he pre-
perad the fomm of desds to be issusd to members of the Five Tribes,
issuing the first deed sver delivered to ‘a member of the

]

_Cherokes tride, e -

Discovering that the expense of preparing and delivering
the deeds t0 the Indiam if delivered by the owners cf the
lamd wuld make too much expense on them end believing that
this expense ﬁahould be borme by the United States Government,
he laid the matter before the Department of the Interior
although 1t had been decided against his people.

¥r. Bruton was finally askedto mske up his case aund he
prepered the brief which réaultad 4n a reversal of the former
Federal decision by w ich the United States Govermusnt became
legally l;ound for all expenses incident to the preparation
and delivery of the desds to lands sllotted.

W, Ay Bruton, the i‘a'cher of «ilson 0.) sarried in arkansas

.and. the léng and active period of hipa rosxdenée;* in the Chero-
keo 6oun§ry wes (l;pent in the old Sequoysh nt-trtét betwasn

Fort Suith and Webber Falls. His wife was Miss Jane &.



‘ ’ . ' ilﬂ 1
BUTLER, ROBLRT THIRD INTERVI &W , 12164 . €
f‘ ' .

\%4 i

B
Chisholm, daughter of Thomes Uhisholm, the last Chief of the .
Cherokees,who came %0 the new home of his people in 1838, |
| the y,eax: when as s tibe and netion they took possession of
their lants,

Mr. Chishodm was a prominent figure emong the Chezokeos
until his death; his remains being buried mecr. Nayosville,
Arkansas. 4

lirs.. Bruton was twice married. Her first husband was
Ma jor J; B. Lynde, a Connscticut man. Dr. Bruton died in
1890 and his wife passed away on March Azamtor‘@ the next year.
By her first marriage she was the mother of Carrie Breedlove
of Muldrow snd Wilson A, Lynde. ' . |

The boyhood ofW, ,o.l\imt—on was passed in the vioinity of
B;udmw ax;d his education was obt;gMGd in the pudlic achools of
the Cherokee Natfon, the  High School of Tahlequeh and the
lucas Frivate School of Féﬁ smith. After éave;-al years of
reading law he reached his iﬁgjotitﬁ énd‘ us‘ admitted to the Bar
in Fort Smith and practi;:ed both in Arkansas and in the Chero- -
kee Con'in: ’

. From the time of the founding of the town of Muldrow in

1888, iy, Bruton meintained his residence and office there snd

1
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only abne‘pt waen ofticial. bueinésa ¢zlled him elseuhe:.';

As a partner of Judge Littlejohn, he also opened the
first law Qtﬂco in Sallisew; his last nmﬁr practice bot;xg
before the Dawes Conminion in 1900. His suits in the. Indian
courts were largely Civil and involved thé right of occupancy
of real astato.and_ the ownership of improvements. He vas
'woll qualified to assume the ‘task of assisting in the settle-
mont of the land between the Cherokess end tk? United States
Covermment. |

From 1888 to 1293 W,0 Bruton was also associated in
selling merchamdiss with ‘Joh:: .+ Breedlove and in 19056 he
engaged ix ‘thecham'arer business as & member of the Bruton
Hardware Company. Two years later gontinuing in the sanme
line undey the style of Bruton Bl‘ckby am! Ooodman, he was
o of tho organizer. and vas pesident of the u.uzons'
Bank, the rirat bank of the kind in Muldrov. N

Mr. Bruton played an lnportant part in bkinging abont
Statehood, Was ohairman of the uounty Coganittoo for the. |
eloction of 190? which resulted u; :ﬁm success of every
bomextatzc candidate on the ticket and h’aa: supported his /

party wver since. :’f . /
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In the Fell of 1908 he was Gefoated es a cendidate for
the eglslatire &b reyesontative from LeFlore and Sequoyeh
coun.ttoa. ;yIn Territorial days, ho'éver, he had served as-
nayor of Muldrow for several terms and was a u;omber of the
Board of Bduoation,and in business, in law and -pudblic service
was one of the leadins,,gttizenn of Muldrow.

Note:(Robert 3utler, who gave the foregoing information
about the Bruton families , &8 an old settler
who knew the family -well. £e is an educated
man and well-informed as to Cherokee and Creek

citizens and events occurrin: in those Nations.
His information is rom personial knowledge.)
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