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Investigator, Carl R. Sherwood,
November 15, 1937.

interview with Robert Butler,
1024 Wood Street , iauskogee*, Oklahoma•"

Wilson A. Bruton, a Cherokee Indian, was born in 1864 and

was a son of Caawell Bruton, who was born near Spadra in

Arkansas, where the Cherokees on their migration to the Indian

Territory west of the Mississippi aeem to have tarried.
i t

He received his education in that locality and after

reading medicine located at Clarksvllle, Arkansas. He held a
\ '

membership in the Arkansas Medical association and was a

surgeon in Genvral stand .Vatie'a regiment.
\ . son_of Wilson

c/ilson 0* Bruton/who was a Cherokee of prominence, a
V

native of Oklahoma and a ltadlng business man of Muldrow,

Sequoyah County, was a member of the Board of Control of the

State Orphan's Home, and represents the third generation of a

family which has been largely concerned in the development

and good standing of his people*

Wilson Q.Bruton played an important part in the final .

adjustment of the complications arising between the Cherokeea
\

and the United States Government\in the allotment of lands.
\ 1 ^
\ • . !
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was a lawyer l>y early training tod prof das Ion and from 1801

to 1893 served s.s District Clark and in 1903*04 waa
V

Executire secretary to Chief Rogers. In that capacity ha pre-

parad tha form of daada to be issued to members of the Five Tribes,

issuing tha f i r s t dead aver delivered to a member of tha

Cherokee tr ibe.

Discovering that tha expense of preparing and delivering

the deeds to tha Indlacfe If dallyarad by the owners of tha

land lould make too much expense on than and believlag that

this expanse should be borne by the United stataa Gofernnant,
•9

he laid tha matter before the Department of tha Interior

although It had been decided against his people.

1/r. Bruton was f inally askedto make up his caae and ha

prapered the brief idiich resulted in a reversal of the former

Federal decieion by * loh the United statas GoTernaent beoame

legally bound for a l l expenses incident to the preparation

and delivery of the deeds to lands al lotted.

W. Av Bruton | the fa char of <iil«ion 0. inarriad in iixkansaa

and tha long and active period of h is residence in tha Ghero-

kea country was spent in tha old SequoyahDistrict between

Fort Smith' and lebber Falls* His wife waa Miss Jane 2,
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Chisholm, daughter of Thomas ^hlsholm, the last Chief of the

Cherokees.who come to the new home of hie people in 1838,

the year when aa a tribe and nation they took possession of

their land*.

Mr. Chisholm was a prominent figure among the Chtrokees

until his death; his remains being buried mearMayfrnrille,

Arkansas.

L5rs.- Brutoa was twice married. Her f i r s t husband was

Major J. B« Lynde, a Connecticut man. Dr. Bruton died in

1890 and his wife passed away on March £3rd of^the next year*

By her f irs t marriage she was the mother of Carrie Breedlote

of Muldrow and Wilson A, Lynde. -

The boyhood ofw, 0.Bruton was passed la the vioinity of

Uoldrow and his education was obtained In the public aohools of

the Cherokee Nation, the High School of Tahleqtysh and the

Lucas Private School of fort omith. After several years of,

reading law he reached his majority and was admitted to the Bar

in Fort Smith and practiced both in Arkansas and In the Charo-

kee Courts.

, From the tizae of the founding of the town of Muldrow in

1888, Vir. Bruton maintained his residence and office there and
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only absent s&9n official business called him elsewhere*

AS ft partner of Judge LittitJohn, ho also opened the

first lev offlet in salllsaw; his last regular practice being

before the Daves Comnlsslon in 1900. His suits in the,Indian

courts were largely Civil and involved the right of occupancy

of real estate and the ownership of iaqproveaents. He was

well qualified to assume the task of assisting in the settle*

sent of the land between the Cherokee a and the United states

Go torment*

$rom 1888 to 1893 V.OjBvuton was also associated in

selling merchandise with John w. Breedlove and in 1905 he

engaged in the hardware business as a member of the Bruton

Hardware Company. Two years later continuing in the same

line under the style of Bruton Blmckby and Goodman, he was .

one of the organisers and fas president of the citizens*

Bank, the first bank of the kind in Muldrow. c .

Mr. Bruton played an important part in t ting ing about

Statehood., was chairman of the County Copilttte for the.

election of 1907 which resulted in the success of every
/

Democratic candidate on the ticket and has supported his .

party «ver since* /
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In the JTall of 1908 ht was fltfoated as a candidate for

the Legislature as re present at ir© from LeFlore and Sequoyah

Countlea. In Territorial daya, howerer, he had oerrad a»

mayor of Wuldrow for saveral terna and waa a naiober of tha

Board of Sduoation.and In buoinoaa, In law and public aorvioe

waa one of the landing citizena of Muldxow.

Note:(Robert 3utler, who gave the foregoing information
about the Bruton families , i s an old settler
who knew the family^ell. he is an educated
man and well-informed as to Cherokee and Greek

citizens and events occurring in those Nations.
His information is from persoy&l knowledge.)

c


