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Interview with Robert ‘Butler
1024 Wood Street
Mugkogee, Cklahoma

Among the papers orxaqﬁert Butlexr's father was
found sohe~elippinge from the Fort Smith Eievator,'
an eerly -day no'épaper published at Fort Smith,

) . 4
Arkansas, The biography given below was one of these
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Argyle Juesenberry was born 1n/?ort Smith Arkane
sas, abant 1840, and apent all/ﬂf his 1ife on the
Southwestern frontier, on thg barder between the White
. man'g and the Red man's gpuntry. ’

. His business relations end a marrviege with a L

-

. member of the Oherokég tribe have maede him an adogéed /
/

oitizen of the ;ﬁ'ian Territory, and for more then a '

third of a centﬁry he has been a subatantial figure

amdng hig pegple. He/was in school until he was siii ‘ X
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Reynolds® brigede, Walthall's division and with Stuart
as gaptain, Colonel Churchill was latex Goiernqr of
Arkenssse =~ . - T

_« After fighting in the battle of Pea Ridge, Mr, .
«uesenberry was transferred to the Eastern COnra&erate,
Arﬁies, his first serious angagepgnt’being'at Rieh-
mond, Kentueky, after which he was at Murfreesbaro,
*Onf ekaatga -nd Jackaon, Hississippl, in the Atlanta
campaiéh in the battggmor Jonésboro, Georgia, closing
his field servies in tl;e hard battle of Franklin,
Temnessee. He was on a furlough when Lee's surrender
' came and was in Texes at the conclusion of the Var,

Contrary to the average experience, his four

yoars® service left him {n greater physieal vigor
than when he first took up arms, ﬁis woight of ninet&
two poiinds in 1861 hed increased to one hundred and
forty-five pounds and the training of war seemed teo

‘have strengthened him,

At the olese if the War a venture of cottom

raising nesr Fort Smith proved unprofitable, so with

—
-
-

-4

140



A ' | 141

BUTLER, ROBERT, Wi, la162
3
two pagon~loads of merchandise, Mp. Queaenl_:erry '
moved to the Cherokes Nation and on the present stte
of Sallisaw aset up his mercantile store in an old
* oak building, His first home was a log house near-
bye Hfa equipment was primitive, but in kesping
with fﬁ\e-hard times and his stock of goods was suf-
fielient for the needs of the populaaée. .
In 1886 he s01d the store and engaged in farm-

ing and.stook raising, his extensive range ltel ng
graged over by many cattle bearing his l}rand; |

He was the ﬁrégt nﬁn in thiz part of the Tarri-
ftory to engage in raising amgll fruits, but after two
ye;u's of fa{r success hé gave this up for corn and '
gotton orops which were more proﬁiable %0 him,
| When the national lands were allotted, Mr.
Quesenberry end his family made their choige of lands
near the village of Sallisaw and his andvhia. wife's
homesteads lay on the east and north of the town and
haed the high values of sudburban real estate.

The family residence, within sight of the busi-

ness distriet of Sallisaw, was situated oh a slope
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| N"‘a:mong.n;zat‘i.v_e forest "trgees and swrroundi ngs-af beaﬁty.
‘. The Juesenberry addition to Sallisaw was plaged
on the real estate market, sold and brought the
Juesenberry family & nice sum of moéney. X
" A few years after the 1;xc<r poraticqu of Sallisaw,
Argyie Juesenberry was chosen mayor and served for

many yearse ”



