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Bu«k Ground

Billie 5/rd, Field -vorker
indian-p.loneer History

Given •'try Billie 3pe'r.c«r, a^e 4o, c
- • " >

Chi-a-ha (Oar creel:), serairiole qounty, 31-10-7, -

wi th Billie LrXuey i the chief, T ê .nenbers wei"*e

!a\o\m to have been originally clierok^cs en.-., spoke

?i tchi ta, 1 anja ac e.

n ty. ^anah i»obiy d ace 40» ', etunica* OV;lai"oina:

ina-viiasada* HV;:hes wounty, 22-9-11, Eunah Hobiye

the chief, tliis tribal torai was not^d for their

excellent b-ill r-.l^sr-s -uid fearless £i<jl.ters. Since

:\iasaia .̂:;s a v in tcv,n of .̂labar-ia they were united and

h?;ve-been ur.i lea Tor years. Iliay united some time

after the civil Var period. The ceremonial fire which

was f i rs t ?< as d ht,a never bean extinguished or moved and

the ^"ire :..al:e-r uses u) c s:....e f l int tl:,at was jrou,rht from

tiie old country, in .vestem cdje of thii tovm of 'Vetunika*

Oklahoma, - v;as tlie firs I ouslc grounds of Alabama along

the Alabama creek end on the. present site of the Ifeigtifc

plant to th.e-towi of /clestlia. iJie Alabama tribe settled

all along the h i l l s that l i e sou Oi from ft'
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«
From interviews of different* Ciiurch

workers,
(Roley Canard, 7.'eturakai Oklahoma»
Aaron Gray son, okeraoh» Oklahoma,
Samuel si^..ona» okeiaaht Oklahoma*

and o tii era)

Billie gyrd, Field "jorlvier
Indian-pioneer History
12-9-37

present stave of the Radians with' their

adoption of the dresa and custom^ of the white

people was largely due to the missionaries and th-e

mission schools. Of course* the Indians that are

within the Five civilized Tribes had seen and been

in the white civilization prior to their removal

from their old eastern hose £© a west country where

new homes and new lives h.-\d to "^ begun.

I t i s . to ld that sotie of the ol^er Indians that

were living during the removal told of how they san&

hymns on their removal tr ip. ' Thes- songs seemed |«o

;:ivj theu more spir i t -_ind oovrc.re to face v/r.atever

was before them. ' .. \

Hae Sju3i>ogee~cre2l:s «r t?';ted a religion as TOT-

shipping a liviizo G-"»d largely due to the nan who

hazarded their l ives among the unlearned Indians
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during the early days and of the Tenitorial days.

These workers enlightened the Indiana <3c they might

become worthy and useful in a civilization that was

spreading all around.

Even before tho3e titaes, the l i fe of the'

Baptists and their work was heard o.f and known about.

I t was to those who, through experience, realised •

the value of enriching the spiritual l ife befcan to

talk of the "word",the prolonging of l i fe into a l i fe

hereafter, or of how an axe i s laid up to a^ery tree

so that i t may be- cut down, sven those early Indians

in talking among themselves talked of these things

even before their native tor^uo was put into writing

and before the Bible ;Vas translated so they could

read and understand i t . They t̂ Ji iit aid prs ch'ed of

love but. they were tribally ,nd traditionally true dko

and championed the early core.ionial •usaje* in this»

they worshipped idols through thf?ir belief of tJie tribal

•medicine and customs *5ii cK they believed aided the

earthly l i fe but did not uphold the 3piri tual .ideal s«

Before the Civil ;,ar, t-Jioro :e-"e not-Many churches

in exi-s.tence amons the early Indians vs dost of them

fathered at tl:eir cere..o.",.-.il w:^u:iJs to do tr-eir

celebrating, QAO of the earliest \~om .churches to
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be establi shed in the Indian Territory uas knovai

as the Fountain church, September 9, 1832, and

among their f i r s t members were the white missionaries*

Rev. \,illiam Lewis and his wife* John Davis, creek

Indian, quash, BO*-, and Ned, negroes. There seeded

to be no race prejudice U\ this church.

About sixty-three years a&o » the workings of

the ?:u&ko gee-Creek Baptist churches was started by

organizing under the one ner.e.Oj t!.e Association,

The Members of the early association Mere few but

i t i s now working r/i tli twenty-three Indian Dap Us t

churches ^s :.iei..bers tvi Lh a -:u^uer whe have joined the

organization as individual .aembers. Ine'association

works to furtiier cl>ristion work by sending missionaries

afiS, workers or donating mortey so that the gospel iaay

be carried to those yfeo hav? hese1 heard i t#

First s^eps were taken to christianize tJhie

western -vichitas by jolui Mclntosh vd)o was sent by the

early Association on this edssion. His attempts were

not fruitless as Ue was auon t/>e f i rs t of unose i'iio

vas responsible for brinfoi:irf about the christianizing

the "Yichitas. rhey becaue uei..bers of the Association.
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the ASSooiationaX members selected missionaries

to be sent to the ;e:ti<io]<»3 of the urercltides of

Florida. I'he work u.".a been carried on- for a itunil̂ er

of years v/i till the jeninoles the results are sruall

co.upared lo ths nuub-r of Indians in Florida* some

of the jeminol 13 ara not in favor of the Christian

work as 8or:*u of them s t i l l 'cling to the old dustons

and are appdre. t1;* a t i l l itncivilizecU ,

joa.e of 110*7 doco iaati one ol:"(er ox the tni^sionarj

won.ers zero, jol'Ji "clntosh, Rev. ?jcf;or:ibs» ?eter

i^i Biiimle aolitoah* :.!arcie ^arjo » v;lll,iars ope en-

,) i Ja.i3s \l :x&nder an̂ d others*

A.iioiî , tiie r;f.ptist c'vrches tfao ai'e ue:.:\^i:s of

lie .association pre« (A''ual'Oiree-orGQk fri^s)

n l ' \rbor cialt

cedar ?i
coder 3;-ran(;3

Little*
l.ittlc
Little cuesetih , Leep pork Hill"bae
;;ontezuraa 'Itooicparfna
aiddla creek . GPreenlesif
j . lvor npriri \ Cherokee Ucw Field

(Vton, ol-la.)

o of tht? * 330elation., are. ?.s foliovVs;
_ .abee
Hickory No. 1 & 2.

creek, 3.
Li t t le •'eripl-.n ::a^y c

initcli

Cros.-.
Spring
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, Ttiere are separate scimrcnos th\>t have been

established Lv ohe neuiG-lists a*id i vcsh/ t en axis.

15ieir work in ti-e cl.arci* i s almost identical but

th e H «thb di a i s (^r eel.' ;.;u CL: o ̂  e e s) are ore ami ẑ ed under

the organization knoan as the Indian fission wit^

almost tlie saue principles oi' tlio Association (jut

they do not send picked missionaries e;coep i. UIQ do-

nations,

3k Uethodist churcli.es are:

iuG. (tj$:!ZiU:ole:s oi'

jprinjfiali ^Iheoe churches do
)Ii,tcliita not wort: under the
..!.. :;a.j33tah Mission)
Littla c^ssetah
"lo/«uy oreol: Creole ^hapel

.,
£>::'.h:*rtsr !3*.pulpa» s

Hoi key *
-""ro .̂e0- "rrov/
b r ^ i s Chap s i

i t t i l

Presbyterian churches


