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Busk Ground Looations
Billie Ryrd, field "orker . )
Tndian-plioneer History
11«15«37
Given /q)r =illie gpernear, ove 45, gastle, nklalfomna:

hi-a-he (Guar greek), 3eminole gounty, 31-10-7,
3 ’ i
with Billie Lervey, the chief. The .nenbers were
4 . \\ .«
known to have been originally Cheroliecs en. spoke the

171 tchitg lan_unage.

Hivén by, Dunah Dobive, ane 40, zﬂetuml:a, m¥lahoiae:
Alaboaa~ Masada s H‘«JQ:{‘.GS “’ounty;‘ ‘22-9-11, rmungh Hoblye
the chiié?. This tribal tow was notg‘d for their
excellent ball players «nd fearless f£iglters. Since
wasads g8 a vin tcwn of rlabans they vers united and

.
h~ve -bega unilea Jor years. They united zome itime
after the Civil sl period. The ceremonial fire which
was first larad g never bean extinguished or moved and
the Fire naer uses u e s..e fiint that was Lroucht from
the old co;mt,ry; cn sestern cdie of the town of Yetumka,
oi-:iahoua,-':;as the 'firs Y Juah ;;rounds of Alabanma élong
the Alataia creek ond on the. present site of the ¥ight
plant to the-town of Jjeleetza. The Alabama tribe settled

all along the hills that lie souih from Weleetiae
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BARLY RELIGIQUS ‘ORK
From interviews of differer% caurch
VIO il ers., '
(Roley Cenard, Vetumka, Oklahona,
paron Grayson, Qicemgh, Oklahoma,
Samuel Sii.ons, Okemalr, Oklalioua,
aad others) ‘ ‘
|
Billie pyrd, Field “orxer
Indian-pioneer Hisgtory
12-9- 37
, The present stave of the ynadiens with their
adoption of the dress and custong of the white \\\
N

people was largely due to the missionaries and the
mission schools. O0Of course, the Indians that are
within the Pive civilized Tribes hed seen and been
in the white civilization prior tc their removal
from their old scsbterm home fio o west coun try -whére
new homes and new lives had to “e begun.

Tt is . told that soune of the olcder Indians that
were 1iv1ng' during the rémc%‘val t0ld of how they sang
hymns oa their repoval trip. " Thes- song's. geemaed o\

A

. 2iv> then more spirit and covrage to face whatever -

was before them. ' . N |
The Musicogee-(Cresis acr-tved a religion as W -

shipping a liviug Gad largely due to the nen who

hazarded their lives ameng the unleamed Indians
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during the early days and of the Ter:itorial days.
These workers enlightened the Indiane sc they might
become worthy and useful in g gvivilization that wes
spreading all around. ) |
Even before thogze tiwes, the 1ife of the
Saptists and their work was heard of and known abouts
It was to those who, uthrough experieace, ‘reo.liyzed-
the value oi enriching the s_piri‘c;_ual 1. fe tegan o
talk of the nword",the prolonginz of life into a 1i'fe
hereafter, or of how an axe is lald up %o every tree
so that it may be cut down. xzven those esarly Indians
in talking among themselves taliied of these things
even before their ngtive tong,u::) was put into writing
and vefore the ®ible was traislated so thegy could
read and undersiend it. They tw2 b ald pre ched of
love bu. tiey wars tribaliy 4.;?13 traditionally true #&o
and championed the earl; cere».zo‘nial usase. In this,
they worshipoed idols throvgh thoir selief of t.he'tx‘ibal;
-medicine and cu.st,oms i cl’i‘the;; beli’cved alded the |
eartnly life but did not uphold the splritual ideals.
‘Be_fore the ¢civil ~ar, there -ere netaaany churches
in existence among the early Indions -s rost of them
gaﬂilered -’at‘t.}:eir‘ cere..> .1l _s.unis o do thelir

‘celebrating., 0ac of the eariiest i..own churches to
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be established in the I[ndian Territer’ was Known

as the rountain church, geptember 9, 1832, and

among their first members were the white missionaries,
Rev, Y“illiam l,ewis and his wife, John Davis, Creek
indian, Quash, PRolL and lled, negroes. 'Therea seeucd

to be no race prejudice i thls chu.ch,

About sixty-three years apo, the worliings of
~ the 'uskogee-Creek Buptiist churches was aﬁar‘ted by
orpanizing uncder the one aciie o, il.e assoclation.

The membters of the ecrly assoclcotlion were lew but

it is now working with tweaty-three Indian Daptist
churches s uenbers viih a .uuiver whe have joined the
organization as individuael aenbers. The jgssociation
woris bto further (¢hristian werk Ly sendint;'mi soionari es
and woriiers or Jonating money se that the L;osp gl nay

te carried to those ‘.'@ho. hav~s hexe heard it,

First séeps were talien to christianize tuhe
western ichitas by Joun i1eIn bo ah ';1:0 was sent by the
éarly sssociation on this mission. His attesptis \vére
not Irruitless as e was aon tne {irst of uviose Wo
ing responaible for bringing about tne christianizing

the 72chitas. hey Uocawe dewbers of the passociation.

b
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The assoclational menters selected missionaries

to be sent to ‘the eiinoles of the wverpludes of

Florida. e work .8 Leen carried on for e }‘ium!gber
%

of yeurs wiu: the Zeninoles--~the resulis are swall

counared Lo Hie nuul r of tndians in florida, some

of the Jeminiol »3 are not in favor of the chilstian
2

=~

. . - %
work as scie of them stil) cling to the o6ld dustons

and are agpnare. $7 atill uncivilized. . .

R
sowe of Row dece sed cne olier o: Hle wmissionary

woIn.ers yere, Johm “leintosh, Rev, lceGomvs,

~

-
h Y
.
veter

»

mwing, Zumle iieIatosh, farcie Huargos william Green .

(raliola)» Ja.,3s al:zxender and ¢ thers,

LN ]
ruoin, tie Tentist crvrches vho aile el' gre of

4.4, 5 3
Lo AgsoncLation sre:

v oarvor

matier greaol.
gedar “iver
gedar gurings
Vi 3oring
1iltie Coweta
1ittle warsardy
Little Cueseleh
ontezuna
dadie Creex
“Alver oprin
sand greel:
“pa-Laniers of e
Ardexa .
+labtoasa

Little rewplie
331800 \
xole graes
Thelewvahlee
matehr ehuppa

(“ug-oree~(Greek Trite)

=
salt greex
Tus:igiee
Tal.ao c.ussoe
Tgadu Zufauvla
WORE
w80 ufkee
retumika
i.e8n Fork Hill-Dbee
Tooxparfia
Greenleuf
Gl:eroizec lovw mMeld
(ij '.]n ? ():-l &.)

* 330 cia%gﬁ}lgggéss _ follo\‘v§3

Hickory No. 1 & <.
i1ddle Creek. 3.

ety Springs ®
Ul Fring

asalitiy

praigle Spring
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There are Separute schurcnes it liave Lean

e8ltubliciied Ly whie sewic dsts and . resdy verians,
Thelr workh in t.e cturch is alwost identisel but

. ’ \
the nethodiais (reei..us.io,ees) are orgoenized under

the organizaiien xnomn a8 the Indien Jission with
aluiost Wie saue principles or thae Asscciation outdb
they do no t send picked missicaaries excepld the do-

nations,

LJUskogee-Creek lethoaist church.es are:

Graint w.apel
,1"1’)53.&
itchiva (Seminolen oil (f.iand.aa)
e WOl .
2alt Jreei
Triewmmll e
Tilopthlocceo
pringfiel d
Jitead ta

{ These churches do
no & worl: under wie

AL assatan
Little Qussetah
oag” realt

Yew Town
onsnuryr

Haisey

Trolen Crrow
vavls Chapel
clacetirs Cunrel
(iro sa

presby terian churches

“ewoka
ullalizsaes
Achana
Jeoulliahts

Higsion)

Jreek VYhapel
Talial.assce
oulpats Church

N’



