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Mary D» Dorwsrd,
Investigator,
April £6, 1938*

An Interflow with ana Harrington Burnett,
1334 Sast 1 s t Street , Tula a, OklahosB*

JSaa Harrington was born about 1870 near Abilene; Kan-

sas , and cane to Indian Territory about 1888 or 1890 to teach

in the Baptist mlaalon school near tfewoka, in the sealnole

Sat ion* Saa received a caoalssion from the Baptist church

to teach in the school for g i r l s * She received two hundred "

dollars for eight months• teaching, in addition to heir living»

laundry, and nodical care* ^ I

Sot far from the school was a store kept by Governor *

John F« Brown* I t was not long before &a met the son of %
• * * -

Governor Brown, John «• Brown, whom after a time ah? married*

Besides his trading poet Governor uown had a cotton gin and

blacksmith shop, and a large fourteen-room house in which he

lived* He served as postaaster also*

Governor Brown aerved as chief of. the sanlaols Batioa

for thirty jears* He *aa a aanber of the Dawes

the CocsUssion meting in his hone*
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John Brom did sot wool to an a l l o twnt . The treaty

with tht Seminole Indians was different from other treaties*

and Governor Broom helped to drt»- i t up* Under this treaty

children whose parents were not on the original rolia were

not e l igible for an allotment^ For some reason her httabendfs

naa* had been le f t off the rol ls so neither he nor his ohil-

•dren received allotments* Governor Browii belonger to the Fire

dan of Jeoinoles*

At one time titan lira* Burnett*s father w&s young he was

cresting Indian Torritory on a train when the train was held

up. The passengers wera not robbed, bat the engine and mail

coach were disconnected from the rest of the train and robbed*

that experience l e f t Hx» Harrington with such a horror of the

Territory and arorything connected »ith i t that Khan hia dau-

ghter Sna told him she was going to marry an Indian ho threat-

ened to disown her. She disregarded hi? threats^hoaovsr, and
•

aarried the Ban of her choice, eren though he was an Indian*

An Indian superstition was nevar to leavo u baby alone

without puttiag a knife or a poir of acoasors beside it to

keep evil spirits away.
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The boot of an owl ma considered en e r i l omen* Tha

pr c t l c e was to burn e f t e r hearing a acrodoh owl«

After the death o f John Brown* Mra« Brov

nett.
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