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James Ruasell Gray
Investigator
April 26, 1938

intsrview with Andrew Janrkson Burton
Route No. 4, MecAlester, Oklahoma.
I was born August 29, 1856, neur Marietta, Georgia.
My father, William Burton, was killed in the Civil Waz.
My mother died, so I drifted around, working in coel mines
-mostly, until I reached Fort Worth, Tezas, in 1888,
1 read in newspapers about the first opaning of land
“in the Indian Territory snd in the spring of 1888 I wsnt
to Puroell to wait for the day of the opening. Thousends
of psople wers campad thers on the south sid ‘or the South

3 , ;
Canadian River. People in covered wagons,- tents and

—
—_—

people with n&%ﬁ?ﬁg but the clothes they s od/in, sleep-
ing at night out in the open under the ét rs with no
blarixets. Everywhere you looked you s.w peopls, guggies,
horses, mﬁlee and ox oarts. '

I bad been traveling around %ith a buddy named Cates,
Julius Cates. Somshow or oth;r I had lost him in Fort Worth
and 1 was a 1ittle lonesome. Then I met a man in Purcell

named louis Walters. He was 8 German 1 had known in Kentucky;
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the two of us had worked at the same coal mine there.
wWalters and 1 formed & sort of partnership, mostly because
Ve bantad sompany

Walters had’been working in ﬁhe Territory on the
asction: this work was on the Santa Fe road, and he was
familiaxr with the country where the "Run" was going to be.
Aocexrding to law he had to acome out of the "Unassigned
Lands" and meke the run at the same time as ever}one alse;
if he wanted sny éf the land. He sxamined the country
" before he came oﬁt, where soms of the best land ﬁaa~locqted.
'He memorized the numbers £ soms of the seotione‘and knew
where the cofner stones were loégted.

The day of the Run came. The Santa Fe Raiirosd hed
three engineé and twenty-six coaches st Purcell, waiting

for the Rum to start. All the coaches were full of peolle,

men hung on ke steps, and some were even on top of the
e

oeaehosz»~%aiters*anﬁ‘¢”gﬁf"63”¥EE'EEEEn, inside one of the
coaches, |
(EP ‘
1 think it wes abgu?{noon when the cannone fired to

start the Run. The train pulled out, and 80 did the people
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in buggles, wegons, carts and on horsebank, It was &8 scene
of confusion and wildest disorder. 4 lot of the people on
the train were drunk, and you could hear guns shooting - very~
where, All the windows on the train were shot out. ?blpérs
hid down batwesn two of thLe seats, bul I sat still; if I was
going to got killed I wmted to bs aching like & man sbout it.
You could see men running everywhers across the country-
side., Every once»in a while some fellow would jump off ihe
train, run out, and set up & stake on a duarter of lsnd; then
ha'd shoot up in tho air to show that his clq;m:wé; mede. 4
hundred end sixty acres of ldnd is pratry large, 80 lots of

men trisd to claim the same quﬁrtar sometlmes, maybe two or

thres men to ths same p;ecé/;; land, This led to arguments anJ

" ‘ |

fightingo - - ‘ f

|

—— /

__——" " 3very man had & gun, it sesmed to ms. There wers some

women on the truin, though most of the passengers were men.

The coach I was in was s0 thick with tobacco and powder sumoke
K

that 1 could hardly ses, 4
¥e went on Yo Oklshoma City., Thers was prectically noth-
ing there but a box-car depot snd telegraph office, and & long

narrow wooden platform. You could sde soms tents and wagons

Ny
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and stuff around. A lot of the people seemad to be settling
there around Oklshoma City.< reople were milling around all
over town, if you could call it a town. 1 remember two well
dressed woﬁnn walking near me &t the depot. "Oh, where are

we to slesp tonight! " one of them exoclaimed. A rough look-
ing fellow with a hamper sack of grub on his back said, "You'll
sleep out under the sky like the reat of us, and be d--- glad
to gat the chance, lady.” People were nervous and upset. Most
of them wers poor; about 81l they hed to eat was cheese and
crﬁbkers-

Walters and I went on toward Edmond on the train., "Our
places ars east of thé tracks, on the right hand side, on the
othe;asido of Britton," Vialters told me. "1've got my place
alreudy picksd out, Thoro}s a good place for you just the other
sids of me. You go right to the only tree in the preirie, a big
6ottonuood, and set your stakes. It's the southwest quarter of
Section 12, T. 13, R 2 W. My lénd is in the ssms section.”

We passed Brition and cams to an upgrade beyond. TWalters
jumpad off as the train slowed for the grade, He lanfad in a

heap, his knapsaak spilling his possessions all along the track.

/
7
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1 followed right after him. I could see deer running across the
prairis by the hundr;ha. 1 could ses people on horses running,
to0,.

Walters went noxth, and 1 went off northeast toward a
big cottonwood +typse that stood on tha pieep of land 1 wanted,
I made it &1l right, set my stake! and also sst the prairie
afire, Pretty soon Walters oamé do?n to see me. "I got ny
place, all right,” he said, "It's a fine location, with a
spring for water," |

Walters stayed. Tight there on that place for yeers,
improving it, and making & good living. He had a family;
two girls and a boy, The last time I hesrd of him, he hed
sold out fﬁr a good price and moved to Stillwater where
he could educate his children. iHe always was s smart fellow,
& man t0 look ahead snd plan rog%ha future. |

As for myself, my place never did me much good. I co&ld-
n't see far enough &head, 1 guess, It didn't seem t0 me ghat

my place weuld ever be sny good.. It waes on the opsn prairie,

and the winds were fiercs; if you didn't watch dgarefully your

hat would blow over to the next farm. You hed A0 carry a heme
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mex end some nails all the time to keep the strips on your
house nailed down, 80 the wind wouldn't blow it away, Thoge
wasn't enough wood around, either; fuel was a problem.

Like all pioneers we had to face primitive conditiona.
At first 1 didn'% have any house at all; 1 alept under my
cottonwood tree., Then 1 built a sord of dugout; 1 dug up
blocks of earth held togeth?r by the roots of a plant cualled
"devil’s shoestring," and laid walls with that. It was &
place t0 orouch and ksep dry, when it rained,

Then I built a shack out of lumbser thap I bought from

‘a man named Brovn at Edmond. Lumber was high then; I'm not

sure, but I think it was $20.00 & thousapd. I built my

houss twelve feet by twenty; that gave/ée two little r&gms.
If & homestoader stayed on his/}gnd for five years ae

could get e deed free., But I got 1n a hurry for my deed,

and 1 didn't want to atay there all the time, =20 I bought

8 deed outright. It cost me sz%o.oo. After that I borrow-

/
od money on the place, finally losing it.
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There were all kinds of animels sround my farm, in
those early days. Sometimes the deqar sould stempede, and
2 man would have to run to keep from getting hurt by them.
My oQtﬁonwcod tree kept me from getting run over one day.
Beaide% deer, thers wer: coyotes, wolves, turkeys, prairie
cnioko’ha, and squirrels in the wooded parts.

| .:%'moe I got iand in that first Run of 1689, I was not
eligiﬁle to make any more Runs for quarter sectioneg, bub
I could try for a town lot if 1 wiéﬁea. S0 when 1 heard
of the opening of the Cherokse Strip, I planned to makse
that Run, getting a 1ot in the town of Perry.

1 had/Q‘;ittle racing mare, an lndian pony, that I
trained for‘the Aun, /Everyday, for thres months before
thb’Run 1 raced the mars. Then in September, 189%, the
faey of the Run, ;/lett Orlando with the United States
CaVa;ry. Fromwdrlando to Perry was a matter of about four-
teen miles.

The QéQalry went over some hills just beyond Orlando
aqh the ging was pretty rough. Yhey were following a sort

of narrow path., I had & light racing cart hitched to my
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pony, and people had warned me not % go with the Cavalry

over that narrow path; they told me I couldn't get through
with a cart., I felt, though, that my pony oqpld meke bet-
ter vime, in the long run, with e cart then with me on her
back., It wes alow going right at first, but I fimally go£
over the hilly psrt of the journey.

After that it wes smooth going. 1 just turned my pony
loose and lset her go. Ve seam;d to fairly fly over the
prairis. Ve came to a ditch about six fest wide, and 1
knew 1 wag golng %00 fast to stop. 1 yelled at the mare
to make her jump, snd ] jumped, too. %e made it over, the
wheels of the cart just barely getting a hold on the dank
at ths othsr side of the ditoh. I got back in the cart and
struck out\ggain.

When 1 got to Perry 1 heaxd the train that was carry-
ing settlers whistle. I had my light stakes and cord with
me, I picked out a good lot on 8 hill and set my qtakes.
Other peoplé began to appear around me. The first man to
settle neer me was a fellow named Steele. Thousands of

N
people mede thaet Run; and thers wasn't land enough for
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them all. ILots of people didn't get any land at all.
One man who got & 1ot near-me was a fallow named

2]

Jones whom 1 had known in-Alabams, Le asked me 1f I

™

nad @ shovel. . .

"What do you want Withxﬁf"? 1 asked.

"1 want to dig a trench to lie in so I won‘t get killed,"
he said., "Don't you heax agk them bullets whistling around”"

He was right; bull;ts wers flying all around. You could
hear the shboting all éver ngu, iike & continuous bombard-
ment. I told him.not QZ'wbrry;hir bis time came he would
die anyway., The next morning 5ie up and left the town; he.
said he was getting cleaf‘;ut of the Territory before ﬁe got
killed.

People were fighting over their lots, too, You didn't
dare leave your lot if you wanted to keep it; you had to
leave somsone to watch, snyway. Three young men had s lot near
me, and they all went off to town to get somethiag, leaving their
lot and tent unguerded., When they ceme back in a few hours thers

was anothe> bunch of people on their lot, and :their tent wes ly-

ing out in the road. Those boys were big, husky fellows;



j .

]

BURTON, ANDREW JACKSON, INTERVIEYW, . 13767
|
|
%
they g)t'.%é around thoas claim jumpers and threw them off of
the lot.l Ine cla im Jumpers had a table set for supper, and
had thei% onn tent up. The original owners threw ell this
stuftf of% their property, and thers wasn't any argument,
either, % .
At tﬁat time there waan't even a depot, so far éa I
know, at ?erry. The nsarest depot wus at Horton, a little

place about half a mile south. Ferry became & town in a

3972

Tow houra; like some sort of magic. Stores went up in tents;

80 didcﬂh&w satablisments. It was a good place for a town;
it was on'g prairie, butthgfa\wae a oreek near, and some
patohes orgwoodu for fuel. | £

1 had a lot of fun and learned a 10t in the Runs that

1

I made, buﬁ in 8 meterial way I neve;*gained much. Still,
Im glad 1 #ade them. I saw history being ;ade, saw gon-
ditions as %hey actually were, It has bsen my experisnce
as a rule t%at the people who were out the most, in % ime
and troublexto make those Runa, were the ones who got the

least out of them.



