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LETTERS

B l l l i e Etyrd, Fie ld Worker
indian-pionear His tory
8-17-3?

I knev? that there was in e x i s t e n c e theee two

letters»which, i have trans lated in to the Engl ish

language«in the posses s ion of Louis mnson* age

59» of the lollopthloceo t o w f and who l i v e s two

and h a l f railee e a s t of okemah, oi^latiooa.

Ihe i o t t e r s were written i n the iiuskogee-Creek

language to Motey Tiger «foo was a m«aber o f the

Tuckibutehee to\m ( tu lwa) . Motey Tiger served

as chief o f the Liusko^ee-Graek, nat ion a t one time*

Ifie tucl^i'outcJiee torn was a powerful and i n f l u e n t i a l

tovnn but tiierc cawe days qfoen -ilne power and i n -

I luence were being1 p u l l e d dom*

Wewoka D i s t r i c t /

Hon« Ltotoy t i g e r ^id my nephew:

I. am wri t ing you concerning Vie welfare of our

torn and conceiving the uuskoge© party . I am fore-

warning you about some th ings that might happen i n

the day 3 to come.
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I t i s that I am urging you to reconsider the

time o$ our elders. There was atime tifoen they were

very strict spokesman of our nation arid they had

great influence over the other tribes, ihey liad

their friends but they were strong in their protection

of the torn (tulwa}. At this tiiae* i t seems that

the tribe i s gradually losir*g~its strength and im«

pprtanoef but I a t i l l feel that 1 îis tribe i s not

completely lost*

Many cbfctacles have feii" in the path of ihe •

tribe yet the trioe i s always looking forward tc»\

the progress &&$ advancement of v̂ *»>*yoixng people*

and children.

We arex the desVaiidants of tJaose mo have had

to keep in wim progress yet we look to our tribe

and realizi© U*at\this was UIQ way our elders came

th«re are times wlien obstacles and hinder-

ancee came our way, - Ours was the Muskogse part^ and
\

i t dtood for. Ihose of iie party ha^e put on

us a coat tliat la not OITI*S and oallod .us or gave us

.names that are not ours and so ail' d i f f i cu l t i e s are



. ' • ^BYRD, BJLXJ& - LETTERS. {yioW TIGER 7 2 3 3 ' \ ' •
*..' ' ' ' '

• ' . •/ . 34C

* P. 3.

cogiing our way. Even now* the Muskocee party as i t

was before* have the attitude that the party wants

to take the stand i t had when i t was casting burdens

in our way. This party has never made peace with,

-us to fulfill its wants* Thi-s f i l l s oe with sadness. •

I t saddened tiie hearts of our elders that came under

. i t s iiifluenc«»

I dread ito be brought under the influence,of this

party and abide under their laws and I very bitterly

oppose i t s workings. ^ You and I know the disgraceful

acts of the p&rt$r» so I further urge you to take an

opposing stand and your friends will think highly of -. ,
o

.you • .

Be strong in-your s t ruggle against t h i s and. in

your struggle* i t will seem to you tha t many are against,

you but return to your fr iends to take a firm stand'and *

tal-:e heed ^o t l ieir sayings even i f you are wrong. •

Do not be led t>y the «:^uskogee party and the i r wants

but forsak.e then and re turn to your t t i b e to strongly

uphold them and lead them. Disregard the wants ; .id
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and desires of-the party.

If *he desires and power of the Lfuskogee party

sUl l moves, forward things will not be so well*

but i f we» ourselves* move "to accomplish our desires

and purposes- we will all then rejoice and be

happy* • * '

So i V i s to the Tustanugge of Ooweta and his

uncle that you report on yourself so that your

friends will know of you* I will be there to

see you before long as I have many things t© talk

over with you but this i s a l l that I am writing

now. . < . . . .

T. '.7. Fixico.

.Vewoka District
Sept. 30, 1880

Motey Tiger ;

IJiis l e t t e r i s to l e t you know that tii© state

of unrest tiiat has been fel t in oufc tribe has de-

creased, Ihe people co>v.e togetlier and talk with
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one another and I am very glad to gee.all these \

acts and know that you will rejoice, with me.

Be not fearful but1 Implore you to looK

to the future and strur^le with and for your •

people to be strfcag tn tlieir effort to advance and

progress*

I also beseech the others of your tribe to
<

have and be of one purpose and a united uind so

that our rights will be safeguarded, sver hold

Cok-oat Fixieo in high estimation, but I have no

worry about Ko-sa Fixico for I have read the. le t ter

h he has received but that i s of .the M
party• -1 Imojsf where i t came" froa and I know where

it s

i s all .-I as now W£itiaG and an closing*

Your huubie servants

Joseph z>uiison»
District Judge.


