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Ficld Worker's name Otis Hume ' 4267-2070
. x
This rcport made on (date) June 25, 1937
T 1, Name George Butner
2, Fost Officc Address Weivoka, Oklahoma N
3, Residence address (or location) 9 miles north of Wewoka
[ ] T————
‘5, Place of birth Prairie Grove, .Arkansas
6, Neme of Father Jo S. Butner Place.of birthMississippi

Othcr information about father Served in Civil War -- Southern side,

7, Name of Mother Sara Hooper Place of birth Pennsylvenie

A

Other information about mother

Notes or complcte narrative by the field worker dealing with the life aznd .
story of the wrson interviewed, Refer to Manual for sugzestcd subjects
.nd questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
his form, Number of shcete attached 8 -




BUTNERQ GEORGE. ° INTERVIEW.

T. E.,, Gecrge and Jim Butner are three brothers,
bofnnin Arkunsas, necr Prairie Grove, Madison County.
Their father, J. S, Butner, was a fine old éhristian
man who served in the Civil War.

«In the -year 1889 T, E, and Ggorge.Butner decided
that the west waé calling them so with thei; team and
wagon they s%ruck out for Cklahoma. They made the run
~and stcked them some lots in Perry. They sold these lots
soon after, making some good ﬁoney on thems

They lefﬁ.Perry going to Shawnee, Oklahoma, where -
they worked for about a year. T. E. Butner began hauling
freight from Cklahoma City and he hauled the first load
of freight into Shawnee,.and George Butner made the
first brick that was laid'in Shawnee .

wTﬁey came to their present location nine miles
north of Wewoksa in 1890, tringing with them a teém of

muleé, schooner wegon, and one yoke of oxén, a few
plow %tools, their bed end a few cooking vessels,
They lsased un acreage of iand And begén breaking
the sod for a crop. They also did plowing for anyone
—
who wanted them,
They lived in the schooner wagon for two ye&ars,

then built a house of logs in which they lived T»or

~about six jearw,
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. They worked and saved and secured all the %and '

e

that they could get, until now they owrn 1,100 &acres

of land. "

They were alwayé leaders in tneir community, wille
ing to do anything for the uplift of the commrunity, It
is said'that they gave, did, and sacrificed more than
anyone in the country for the caumunity. Everyone
was always welcome at their nouse sny time tpey wanted
to oome.

Several years after they came T; E. Butner went
back to Arkansas and married, His other brothef,
Jim.his wife, father, and mother all camé back to
Cklahome with hime T3 E, and Jim reared a fine family
of children but George never marriéd., Te E, and Jim
have two large modern homes. They always set along"
together, what beiongs to.one belongs to all and all  _

the children get the same consideretion at all timeg,
$
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" They nevef‘hgg any trouble wi;h the Indians or
natives' for many a time they had tc help them.

When they made the Tun in 1889, thére wasfé’rush
to get land, They would take their teams from the
vagons and ride them. The people made the run every

way they c¢ould get to travel, During the time they
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were 1n‘the race many a spill was teken. On cne
oc;asion an old ma; and his wife were riding in"a
‘buggy just ahead of them and just‘before they got to
Perry, tbé horses ren into a ditch, spilling the man
and his wife and hurting the o0ld man Véry bad. The
wonman, seeing that she was close %o Perry; broke'and ran

X .
on intoetown, leaving her hueband there on tae ground,
and staked her claim. But the next day after thé
streets were surveyed, her claim was in the street.
T. E. Butner went on to Shewnee and began freight~
ing from Oklahoma dity. He -thinks he was instrumental
ingbreaking up a bunch of crooks.
‘ There was a United States Marshal from Oklahoma
City who with a negro who lived ne&ar.Wewoka would trick
the Inéians. This negro would get s cme whiskey, give

it to an Indian and this Indian would swear that he bought
it from another Indian, The neéro would send for the
ﬁa:;hal to come after the whiskey'peddlep. Both Ine

= -
dignswouia be taken to Cklahoma City, where they would
te trieg and fined very heavily, and the negro would come
back with a wagon loaq of grbéeries. Mr. Butnep

wrote to Washington about this marshal and the negfp and

in about three weeks they were arrested gnd seht to

prison,

¥
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One day while he wes plowing in the field;itwo
merehals came by, looking for sg@e outlaws. On tell- '
. -ing them that he had not seen them, they left., The
mardhels had not been gone but sbout an hour till the
ouglaws came by. ﬁr. Butner told the outlaws about 5
Hcinots 1992

the marshals loéking for thems The outlaws laughed and
asked "which way did they zo?* He told them ¥nd they
toSk their field glasses'and looked in the direction

the marshals had gone, They spled the marshasls look-
ing back st them with their glas;es: They directed
Mr., Butner if the marshals came back, to tell them
that the outluws were going down on the céeek t0 cook
dinner and if they (the marshala).wanted to eat with
then to cgpe on down that they hadﬂ?a?giﬁufor all. The
marshals came. back looking for them, LE (o Butner told
them what the outlaws seid but theéﬁénshals turned to
? the other direction, leaving éhe outlagé'to eat their
di;;er alonse,

One day one of the negroes died and all the
negroes gathérgd to havs a setting~up where they all
sang songs, prdyed,~and some of the negroes got drunk;
then trouble got started with many of them fighting,

)]
L)

The next day at the funeral there were one or two killed
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and some crippled, sc that night they had enother big

.
.
-

setting=-up.



