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"Hazel B. Greene,
Journalist,
Pecember 30, 1937.

An Interview with kr. Jason Buchanan,
Millerton, Oklahama.
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I was born in arkansas, Noverber 11, 1871; my
fatner was fobert Jason Buchanan,

]I was raised rizht on the line of irkansas and
the Indian Territory, &t old Rocky Comfort. It wus
not very far from the:State line. %e moved .over into
the Indian Territory in 1339 and settled a [lace jﬁst
south of the rresent town of Millerton and I have
lived there und raised my family tnere. My rarents
lived over at W.celock academy far a ye:r ar t%o be=~
fore ..ov:ng south of Millertom, also. .y father und
mother ares both buried at #heelock in the old cemstery.

Ly fat.er was a Confederate soldier in the Civil '
War. e was :n the cavalry under Joe Shelby ~hen they
were solng to the assistance of Stand satie ad his
th...send Choctaw, Chicxasaw, und Cheroxee indiam trocps

at t..e batle  f Pea Ridze. They gt t.ere tco late
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My father and three other privates and a lieuten-
ant got separated from their company, 16 they came
down aoross the Indian Territory on the way to their
homes in Missiassippi. They spént a night at the home
of Governor Garland down three miles aouth of what {s
now Tom, two miles west of the Arkansas line. The
lieutenant was siok and remsined there the mext day
while the privates went on their way. He was riding a
fine horse and had some money. They never heard of him
again. They slwaya thought he was "done awxy with"
tom.vgcrc for his horse and money,

?nther hid around home in the woods a lot, and
ssouted around for a year of two, then he got back with I
his command and went to Minden, Louisiana and surrendered
to the Federsals.

I have heard of a fine log house that the Chootaws
built for a &overnor LeFlore somewhere not far west of
a'hoolook Acgdeny. |

Uncle Olayton was with Stand gag{e¢ and bis thousand

Indians at Marks Mill and Poison Spring in Arkansas. In
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that battls, a regiment of negroea were put up in front by
the Yankees, The whites and Indians killed those negroes
and the Indians scalped them over the protests of command-
ing of ficers, Our home was a little log cabin pretty near the
line of Arkansas at Rocky Comfort. Father used to be gone a
week or mae at the ti e =ad once I remember he was gons three
weeks, Te were 80 lonely without him. Mother would zather us
around her at nisht {n our 1i{ttle Jog cabin and sing to us
and tell us stories of the war, She used to sing us a song.
I was a 1l{ttle fellov; but I remember a part of it., I th;nk
I remember most of it. A soldier who was in that battle
¢ omposed i't.

k¥ ©F

On March seventeenth eighteen and sixty~-two,
We had a sword engagement with iAbe Lineoln's crew,
) We made the attack just at the break of day, .
And being overpowered, were jorced to rum away,

Such another -carnage I never yet did see,
As happened at Pea Ridge near the Indian Terri{tory,
They Xilled old Ben McCullough and McIntosh likewise,
And the shouts of the horrid Federals, was sounding
through the s*ies,

at Carthage and Springfield, where many a hero fell,
Yan Dorn was our Commander a&s may be refmambered well.
Our lines had not long deen droken
When Colonel Beaver fell.
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He .cried "My boys I'm wounded,
-~ Pray take me off the field."
He leaned his head against a tree
And ‘there resigned his breath,
And like a vallient soldier
Sank in the arms of death.

Said General Slack "My boys
You must not be dismayed,
. Ten thousand deaths I'd rsther die
Than they should zain the field."
At this he got a fatal stroke
Which caused him to reel.

Said General Van Dorn "We can no longer stand,
We must reform in order and retreat the best we can.”
The word "retreat" being passed arouad ‘
Which caused a heathern ery,
Helter, skelter through the woods
Like lost men we did fly.

Our brave and noble General Price
ho was always in the right,
He sousht of General Van Dorn,
Two-hours mare tq fight, . ;
Sut this muoX:being denied himy> _ ‘ B S
He ~egged with-tasrs in his eyes, N -
"Grant fte one half hour and see the white flag
ri se.,"

The dead and wounded on the fields,

O Heaven, what a shame!
Some of their limbs were broken

Some of their brains wer~ scattered,
&%‘t&t &_}’ederal' <nives end bavonets .

Soon dased *hem of their pain,

. And the fiery flames of torment
"~ Soon tartured them to death, .
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: Sometimes we would sit around the fire an >

atudy our lessons while MNother would xnit a sew,
-I have seen Ehisﬁﬁountry grow from s ocomperative wil- . . v

derness., There were no good roads, Even after the railroed

F1ad

came through here thare were no g-od roads.L The automop}les
caused the gobd roads to be built,

‘I used to serve on the jury a lot at Idabel and if
the weather got bad «end rainy I would just have to stay over
there until the sun dried up the mud, even if I was dis-

missedwfrom further service. . N
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