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BUMGAHNER, JAiCES LOTS- {UBS.) INTERVIEW. 12348.
Form A - ( S - 1 4 J )

niOGRAPiff FORM
WOI<KS PROCESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Pipnoor History Project for Oklahoma

iold Worker*o r/une Marv D. Ttorwnrfl

'his roport made on (date) December 2f

. NamtJ Mrs* James Lovo Bumga'rner.

Post G.'YiCL, Address Tulaa, O^ehoma.

", Residence addrccs (or loc i t ion) 250 Apache A' enue Beat,

i , DATE OF BEWH: Month September Day 29 Year 1860
V

i . Place of birth Indian Territory

Name of Father John ward. • Place of b i r t h

Other information at out fa ther Cherokee

?. Name- of Mother ___4 Place of b i r th Tndinn
tory.

Otner information about mothc-r Chemk-ee

otes or coir.pL to narrative by the field worker dealing with thu l i f e a^d
-tory of the person intcrvievrod. Refer to Manual for su^cs tod subjects^
n̂d questions. Continue on blank shootn if necessary and attach firmly'to
his form. Numter of 'sh.ote attached 8 .
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BUMGARNER, JAKES LOVE (MRS.) INTERVIEW. 12348.

Mary D. Dorwerd,
Investigator.
December 2, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. James Love Buregerner
Fulsa, Oklahoma.

Born September 29, 1860
Father-John Ward.

Charlotte Ward Bumgarner was born in Coo-woe-

scoo-wee d i s t r i c t of the Cherokee" Nation, at the

Ward homestead along the Grand River about five

and a heif miles south of vhet i s now the town of

Feirlenc, September 29, i860. The Werd fernily be-

longed to the deer clan of the Cherokee Nation.

I.'y father was a .son of Bryant Wara, who came

to the Territory from Georgia in 1832, and se t t led

a"1 on/? the Grand River near Fairland. Father was

o*ne o the biggest farmers in that region.

Our people were Southern sympathizers during

t:.e Civi"1 War. ! y father ran 8 : ess teaii* from

Kansas City to tne Confederate Army in 'Indian Terri-

tory, carrying sup-lies to the army wherever i t

happened to be. ""no 'of the places I recall hearing

him speak ah.;ut was Cabin Creek where -.here was a
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bat t l e . The Northern s ^ d i e r s were so mean to the
/ •

Southerners . They /tfe'Ped us Bushwhackers, or
/ * /

Democrats. They w >u"> d rob our houses, carry off or

k i l l our 8tO/6-, cut the t e a t s off our cows, drag
/

out our fea ther t i c k s , cut tnein open and j ' i s t l e t

trie f<et;,ers P y . Once whei. I was a baby tney took

n^e'away frcni my inotner j u s t to tanta"1 i / e ' n e r . They

ga\e ..e back unharmed, tnough. They w u"1 ri take our

c lo thes , p i l e taem a"1! in a big heap anc burn them.

They f ina 'Py b i r e d our barn anc t r i e d t ) burn our

house. After t h a t , th ings got so hot t ha t fa ther

gathered us a l l up and s t a r t e d for Mexico, along witi

a great n.any other Cherokees. We got on^y to the

border, however, when fa the r founc he d i d n ' t Tike i t ,

s^ we s t a r t e d back through Texas. We reached the

Southern Civ i l i zed Tribes anc there we cai^pea for a

wh^e er^np the Chickasews. We vorkec bee-- towards

h me a M t V e eacn year , but i t t o k us u n t i 1 '66 to

reach our o1 c p l a c e . We lad l e f t in ' 6 1 .

A
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When we reabhed our old home we found the house

p a r t l y destroyed, gree t h o ^ s ' b u r n e d in the P o o r ,

and the barn cjmpletel ' ' gone. I d i d n ' t want to s t a y .

We hea been on tne move for so long tha t 1 wanted

to keep going.

fee

After that t r i p to f'exiCT our own t r i be would

no ""oiiger admit us as members, '"hey said that by

going to Je. ico we had rebe l led and wer^ disfranchised

a.id they vw.nted to bar us fr>m f:il p a r t i c i p a t i o n in

government' a f f a i r s . There were of course thousands

who had done the same thing t s we did end a^1 were

d:sfre. ichised. Tfe were ra ted as in t rude r s anc had to

bo readmitted in to our own t r i b e again. The govern-

ment sent a commission to nego t ia te with us and the

commission said tha t i f we wou^d take back as c i t i -

zens al l the negroes who had been our s laves but who

had by t h i s time been freed by the V'ar, and make them •

fu ' l f ledged c i t i z e n s with r i g h t s e^ual to every

Cherokee, to drew land and inor.ey the ser.e as fu1 T

Hood Cherokees, we eould be readmitted to c i t i z e n -
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s h i p , p rovided w)e el so took i n the Delawares and

Shawnees. Then Jin about '72 o r ' 73 they took t ne
i

Osage "'and away From us and gave it to the Oeages,

so there was not.

and did not take

in the hi1 Is eve:

they have kfcp!t ti

much, left for the Cherokeesthem-

se'Wes.

During the frer the HTdtoow&h* toov ;to the hi1 la

they ceme fi*jm Georgia; th

frou* going qijt or:

i s

sides in

since.

e sacred

the Yi'ar. Thev have been

tr.e

Hie/ are the
v

ire burning

ug how they

journey here

ones who

ever s:

I can't understand.

There used tb be G trfeciag Jostjon
I

Military Traij

kept by Tom f

D st carried

wh re i t crossed Cabin C:*e;«k

nee!

ept| i t

±<?n Qeor^ le
i ' I

I t

ilrh^, full V6oi Cherokee,

trifles/ su;ch as tobacco, car.jdy, and

a few notion|I We cidn'l trade the)r«.

to tak* a ""oac} of woo1 ransas and -cor

supplies fonia whole year. Je used to lake co *n and

wheat to mi1/1: anc get i t ground into'

The "traqing

I .
Father*, used

e back with

mee1 pr f our,
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and.usually when he went to mi11 he would take a

load f i r the neighbors and bring ther. back mee1

and f o u r a1 so.

There wa- a stage st?.nc nesr the tredi \p. post,

but i t was at the second crossing of the Military

Trail on Cabin Creek, Just ab'ut five miles west

of our house.

In those days there was n r a P r ad in ••.he

Territory at a^l. The : .K. &. T. reached Chetopeh,

'ansfas, ab'-ut 1874, and I we"1! remember when our

father hitched u? the male teem to the w&ĝ n end

took us to/ Cbetopah to see the t ra in . 1" took us

several, daya1 to get there anc we camped at nights
i

on the yay.'' I t WJ i on^y in Chetopah and Southwesit
i

Cit. , yissojuri, that wecou'c ret wheat ground into
i

four / ''or pose two c i t i e s were tne only ones an *

wnere near/us that had f o u r m i ^ s . Father would

always take a load for everyone in the neighborhood

for very/few people Ivad vrag">ns a..c teams.

The/old saU we1T at SaMne in 'eyes County i s
/
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believed t ) have been buiH by the Honnons. The

origiua1 pipe ia s t i 1 1 there . I t i s e casing

about ten inches square bored from a 1og; i t i s n ' t

just pieces nailed together. The big ir^n k e t t l e s

they used were about ten or twelve feet ecross.

There used to • e e ferry across the r.rend

Hiver cabled Cary's psrry. I t -was nb^-it hfi1 f v?ey

between ftrove and Be/rnice. The f i r s t oridge across

the Grand wea bu i l t at Cary's f e r ry . About eight

or ten mi1 es north/' of Cory's was Copeland's fe r ry

across the Grend enrcjute to Sc. threat City, Mssour i .

"C-ja-ROXBE CERE?.£NIALS"
!

t

Until the United St(8tes Court was esteb"! ished at

iuakogee, if a'wfeite'rceii vented to marry en Indian

woicen he had tid have nine Indian cit i7ens sirn n re-

coramendetioa for 6 "license; then he had to go to
the Che

both we:

siniply iront to the court clerk who put the marriage

x>kee <£ourt clerk and get the Mcense. If

e Infliens no Mcense wss necessary. They
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on record. There was no l icense, no cer t i f ica te

nor paper of any kind.

Indians of one ribe cou"1 d ro to the counci1

ok" another t r ibe and if accepted coiP c beco~e a

r.̂ mber of that t r ibe by adoption. I have relat ives

whb got themselves adopted as Osages in order to

share in the annuities t*r>n oi"1 that the Oaages

receive. *

I recal1 the stamp grounds, but theYe *-es no
a

dance. Therd vae/ conjuring pot in the center kept
?>

hot by the ever-burnlngyoa''s. The conjaring men

st^od\t\v this pot and each Indian filed past him

anc as ,they passed he put a kind of powder into the

hand of each which they put into the f i r e . No one

walked between the cmjaring men end the pot, but

each went around on the opposite 3ide from the pot.

My allotment was in the middle of what i s now

Spavinaw Dam enr i s covered with wfter. The house/
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stood juat east of the spillway. I'y husband once

had a water ml1! on the Spavinaw. He used to have

a fish trap there and he wou"1 d cetch a vegon "'oed

of fish in i t at o'ie time.

The Grand River cem is to be two miles north-

west of my husband's and children's e"11 otr.ents.

When we drew our Strip mone • we had about

fifteen hundred dollars for a11 of us . I ha\e a

tumbler of Bohemian glass which has the date of

the Strip Paynent and the enount we ^rew.

! y husband was .'amea A-ove Sumgerner. Ke was a

member of the Indian p sl ice for ab ut two years, *

sheriff/ of Saline r i s t r i c t for two years, member of

the/Nationa1 Cherokee Council for two years, endf

attended 'the l a s t CheroVee Council, tbout ""SOJ. Ke

wes tr.e : ' t rst postmaster at Chelsea, 1882-4, and

f i r s t postniester at Spavinaw, from 18S6 to 1900.


