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Form A-(S=l4v)
NIOCRAPIY FORM 149
WOKKS FRUGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pionecr Hicstory Project for Oklahoma

4c¢ld Workur's nime Nary D. Dorwarad

his report made on (date) i Dacapbar 2. 1939
« Namd Mrs. James Love Bumgarner.

Je Post Ortice Addruss Tulsa, Jk)ghoma,

%o Residence address (or locution) 250 Apache A- enue Rast,

t, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Sep tember Day 29 Year 1860

i, Place of birth Indien Territory

5« Neame of Father Tohn Ward. o Placou of birth Caorgia ;
Other informat-ion atout father _ Cherokee Indian
7« Name of Mother Place of birth 1ndipn Terri-
‘ tory.
Otner information atout mother Cherokee Indian.

-
otes or complite narrative by the field workcr dealing with the life a
story of the rerson interviewod, Roefer to Menual for suziestod subject
ind questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
‘his form, Numbter of sh.cte attached 8 .
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Mary D. Dorwerd,
Investigator.
December 2, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Jemes Love Bungerner
fulsa,Oklshoms. y
Born September 29, 1860
Father-John Verd,

Charlotte Warthumgarner wvas born in Coo-wee-
8CO0-wee district of the Cherokee Netion, at the
Ward hoiiestead along the Grand River sbout five
and a helf niles south of vhet is now the town of
Fairlenc, September 25; 1860, The Werd femily be-
longed to the deer/élan of the Cheroxee Netion.

v father wes s .son of Bryant Wara, who came
to the Territory from Georgis in 1832, anc settled
a;ong tr.e Grand River near Feirlend. Father wes
"one o the biggest farmers in that region.

Qur peop‘'e were Southerp sympathizers during
t:e Civi® Wer, 'y father raﬁ g ! ess team Trom
Xansas City to tne Confederate.Army in'quian Terri-
tory, cerryi:g sup-lies t5 the army wherever it
hanpened to be. ~ne of the places I recall hearing

him speak aiL..ut was Cabin Creek where there was a
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battle. The Northern ;Aidiers were so mesn to the
p ,
* Southerners. Thez/dél‘ed us Bushwheckers, or ,
/
Democrats. They/w>u‘d rob our houses, carry off/or
kil Sur s%ocj, cut the teats off our cows, drag
out our fégtner ticks, cut tuem open and just let
tae Tsatuers ij. Once whei. I wes & beby they took
me ‘eway fron my motner just to tantsli.e-uer. They
gave ..e back unharmed, though. They w u'd teke our
clothes, pile tiem &'l i{n & big h;ép anc burn them.
They fiua)'y bir-ed our bern enc tried t> burn our
house. After that, things go£ s0 hot that father

gathered us all up an¢ started for Mexico, along witi

a great pany other Cherokees. We got on'y to the

—

—tt

borcer, however, when fasther f-ouna he dfdn't Tike it,
s> we gtarted back through Texaes. We reached the
southern Civilized Tribes an¢ there we casped for a
while gn?ng the Chickessaws. We workec bac~ towards
hme a little eacn.yeer, but it t'ok us until! '66 to

reach our olc plece. We Rud left in '6%.
A
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When we reabhed our old home we found the house
pertly destroyed, great holes burned in the floor,
and the barn c.mpletelv gone. 1 didn't wert to stay.
We hec been on tne move for =0 1oﬂg thet 1 wented
tn keep going.

After thet drip to l'exic»H our own tribe %%u]d
no ‘onger ddmit us as members. Thev said that by
golng to }'e.ico we had rebe'led and were disfrenchised
a.d they wented tn bar us from 1] participstion in
government affairs., There were of course thousencs
¥ho hed done the same thing &s we did end g)? were

d.sfre.uchised. We were rated ss intruders snc had to
N

be readmitted into> our own tribe sgsin. The Qovagn-
ment sent a commission to negotiste with us and thg
commi sgion said thaet if we wou'd teke bsck as citi-
zens a'l the negroes who had been our slaves but who
hed by this time been éreed by the Wer, end mekxe them -

fu'lfledged citizens with rights e~ual to every

- Cherokee, tc drew land a2d mo:ney the sesme ss ful

blood Cherokees, we eould be readmitted to citizen-
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ship, provided we elso took in the Delswares and

Shavnees. Then ﬁn about '72 or '9?3 they took the
|

Osege lanc awey krom us and gave it to the Osages,
so there was not}miuch left for the Cherokeesthem-

se'ves. :
l

During the *ar vuaxbmoowahm toov | to the hills
and did not tske|sides in‘the War. Théy heve bee?
|
in the hi’ip:ever since. - are the (ones w?o s%y
they have képt tite sacred %ire burning evér since;

, i !
thev ceme frim Cqorgsia; thdug how they E %eptﬁit
from going QJt o1 tze 1o£g journey here f#@m Oeor&ia

!

is s:methiné I can't under#tand

4
' :
' There uged tp be ® trf ing post|on| the olc ;

kepf by Tom hish

i
Militery Tra’ﬁ hpre it cro sed Cabi% erﬁk. It wae

| f
p, full b‘qod Cherokee / The trading
' | ‘ b !
p st carried|on'y trifleﬂ sqch as to?acdo, cardy, and -

8 few notiong, Ve cidn'i trpde there. |FPather. used
i g

to tek~ a ’oéq of oo’ tb ensas ang .cone back| with
. o ‘ i

supplies forfa whole year. %e usec, 0 gake corn and
! . “ | !
wheat to mi’r;and et ixlgro$nd intomeq' or fJour,
| . 1 .| |
l . ;

| ! ?
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and .usually when he went to mi'' he would teke a
léBd f>r the neirhdbors and bring ther. back mes’
and flour also.

There wa- 8 stege stinc neer tle tredi g post,
but it was at the secornd crossing of the Military
Trail on Cabin Creekx, just ab ut five miles west
of our house.

in those dasys there was n- railr ad in *he
Terrztory‘at g'l., The !.¥. & T. resched Chetopeh,
‘ensss, eb-ut 1874, and T well remember when our
father hitqhgd uﬁ the mle teem té the weg-n and
took us to Chetopah to see the trsin. - took ué
gseveral déyq’to get there anc we camped at ni;hts
, ;

on the vey.’ It wee on'y in Chetopah and Southwest
/ |

cit_, fissqui, that we cou’d et vwheat grouna‘into
i .

flour “or fhose twv> cities were tne only ones an ‘

wnere ngar/us that had fYour mi"é. Father would

wlvays tefe e loed for everyone in the neightsrhead

e
for very/ few peop'e géﬁ wagons e... teams,

The/old sa’t/yé” at Sa'ine in 'eves County is
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believed t> have been built hy the Mormons. The
origina’ pipe is sti’? there. It is & casing
sbout ten inches squere bored from e ‘og; it {sn't
just pieces nailed together. The big ir:'n kettles
they used were atnut ten or twelve feet ecross.
There used to 'e & ferry acryss the Crend
River called Cery's gerry. It wes ab.out helf wey
between frove and Bernice. The first oridge scross
the Grend wes bullt at Cary's Ferry. About eight
or ten miles nartb/oﬂ Cory's was Copelasnd's Ferry

across the Grend enrqute to Sc.thwest City, Missouri.

"C:ROXEE CEREMONIALS™

!

Until the "'nited Stetes Court was esteblished at

! -t

Luskogee, if e;whltg‘med vented to marry en Indien
wolten he hed sb have ninhe Indisn cit17ens'si;n £ re-
cormende tion éor & licénse, then he had to éo to

the Cheprokee ¢ourt clerk and get the 'icense. If
both wetle InAians no 'icense wes necessary. They

simply Lnnt to the court clerk who put the marrisage

} /
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n record. There was no license, no certificate

or paper of any kind.
Indiens of one ribe cou’d yo t» the councid

of another tribe and if accepted coulc becc~e a

~émber of that tribe by adoption.r ! heve relatives

i A k2
whio got themse'ves sdopted as (sages in order to

shére in the annuities rom oi' thet thepOaages
reéaivé. A

I recal) the stomp grounds{ b:t,fhdre ¥&88 no
dancé. Therd wag;;onjuring oot in the center kept

>
hot by the ever-buminggoals. The conjuring man

st-od by this pot sad each Indten filed pest him

anc¢ &s they passed he put a kindé of powder into the

\

hend of'each which they put into the fire. No one

\

wa'ked between the conjaring men and tise pot, but

each went sriund on the opposite side from the pot,

"A_LOT.ETS".

/
{y allotment was in the middle of what is now 1/

!

Spavinaw Dam enc 1s covered with weter. The youse/

/ t



J
BUMGARNER, JAMES LOE (MRS.) INTERVIEW. 12348,

-8 -

" gtood Just esst of the spi’lway. !’y husbend once
had & water mi'l on the Spevinsw. Ie used to have
g fish trap there and he wou'd cetch & wagon loed
of fish in it &t oue time.

The Gren< River cem is to be tws miles north-
wost of my husband's end chifdren's a'lotrents.

¥hen we drew our Strip mone - we had about
fifteen hindred dollars for &'l of us. I hewve e
tumbler of Boher.ian gless which hes the date of
the Strip Payrient snd the amount we .rew.

Ey husband wes'famen +0ve Sumgerner. Ke was 8
member of the Indien Police for ab ut two vears, ©
sherif{ of Saline Tistrict for two yesrs, member >f
thg/ﬁ;tiona‘ Cherokee Council for two vears, end /
attendedjéne Yast Chero%ee Council, aboﬁt 1900, He

wes tré irst postmester at Chelsea, 1882-4, and

first postmester at Spavinaw, from 1886 to 1900.



