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BUFORD, R. B, (DR.) - INTERVIEW. 12017
MoGuire, Margaret - Investigator.
Indian Pioneer History-S-149.
Octodber 89, 1937.
Interview with Dr. R. B. Buford.
Eufaula, Oklahoma. J/

y
seean

At this time, 1937, the Indian Journal goes into its
‘ sixty second year eorving’noxntosh County. Sixty-two
years ago the people of Eufaula and the Creek Bation awoke
to find something to srow about. A woeekly nswapaper, the
Indisn Journal, had ocome to be a full ?iodgod newspaper
only a to; hours defore a; the two hundred copies of the
initial issue tound their way into the expectant hangl of
‘the oitizenry. It was a matured, well developed four page,
five columm, home edited and home printe&k;ublioation
with news of Bufaula and lurrounding commnities, -

On October 81, 1876, Bufaula a backboned country,
which -then called itaelf the king of the\Canadian, and
boasted the best trading post between Kansas and Texas.
One should also bear in mind the head lines of the paper
that caused so much excitemsnt. The Journal of 1876 now
seems as antiquated as the ox wagon and horss and bdbuggy
days. Bufaula was an Indian Territory post sixty-two
years ago. Dr. Roberts, a dudding young physician from

the bdlue grass state of Kentuoky, founded the Indian



BUFORD, R. B. (DR.) ~ INTERVIRY. 12017

-8

Q
Journal, from the best information obtainable.

Eufauls while considered at that $ime one of the
largest Indien trading posts in the Indian Territory, was
a village of less than three huﬂdrod inhabitantas. Physic-
ally the 1ittle Indian town had little to offer the visit-
ors who sought civic attractiveness as the astreets in the
villags were not paved and there were no side walks to be
found. In dry weather the dust swirled in olouds, and
when {t rained the mud was often hud deep in ths streeots
and in the dbusiness ssction. Bath tuds, pretty lawns,
flowart and shrudbs were nowhers to de seen, yet with all
of tho disadvantages and {11 kept premieoa there was more
than a promising future.

The one indomitable element was the citizenry itself;
the pioneers of Rufaula, nad; up of the native Creex Indi-
ans and the ndventn;oun white men were aﬁ ;xtraordinarily
deservinggroup. The business leaders of 1876 were deter-
mined that Eufaula be made one of the good and substantial
towmns of §ho Indian Territory.

Gﬁvon the alert and progreasive spirit of the Bufaula
business men and dacked by the ;ubltantinl patronage of the

merchants, the Journal has kept abreast of the times.
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As Eufaula, tho Indian villaga of 1876, grew and prospered
one of

and bcoame/25;7;;lt prosperous and progreelivo city in tho
southwest, l; d1d4 the Indian Journal grow and prosper from
a snall frame duilding, a Georgoe Washington hand press agd
hand-set typs, where the first paper was printed, contain-
ing four pages of five columns, with a circulation of two
hundred. Today the Journmal is housed in its own modern
brick building, equipped with modern maohinery, and pnb-
liahcavrrom eight to sixteen pages or six column page pa-
encé coes
per/to forty-five hunuroareaderl veqkly. I have been
editor and publisher aince 1908, one year after Statehood.
I cams to Bﬁraula thirty years ago anq shortly after coming
_‘horo I dbought ént the Indian Journal and have sdited this

paper ever singe.

Dr. Roberts was the first sditor of this paper, in
1876; since then it has changed handsa Qeveral times. Some
of the former ed;tora and pudlishers o} the Indian Journal
were Dr. Leo G. Bennett, J. M. Thorntop, Kirk Whitmore,
Alex Posay, George A. Raker, Albert Wortham, of Texas, and
his brother, Dennis Wortham.

Kirk Wwhitmore, Dennis Wortham and myself ars the only

7 editors of this paper now living.



