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Washite, in 1887, in a covered wegom.

nei ghbors, :ad chills and tever. I took Groves

BURLESON, J. Re INTERVIEW.

Thad Smitq,Jr., Field Worker
Indien-Pioneer History ARE

July 13, 1937 ‘ S

J. R. Burleson of Bush SprinLgs,
Oklahoma,

J.Re Burleson was born August 19, 1866, Fathes
~

——

was Jo M Burleson born in Tbnnesaee", buried in Texas;
Mother was Beckie Gibson born in Arkensas, buried

ﬁr Texas.

1 ceme from Texes to the Choctaw Netion, nesr
\ ) » !

L d

’ There were lots of post oal: and whi te osk trees

there, and my first job was making rails. These rsails

~ >

were used to fence ram?ﬁ 'li*\%éuany cut down trees
out of which I\Keould make— twelye eight foot rails. I
averaged meking two hur_;gl:_ed_reiln a day which sold
very. readily ror-one dollar a hundred,

On trees that <;n1y made twelve.rails, I didn't
use anything but my axe, but on larger trees, I used

a wedge to gsplit the trees, -

The house I lived in was made of logs, and

. covered with clap_boards. 1 didn't have any screen

doors or window screens, &s they weren't available
them. The flies and moscuitoes were avfully bad,

and nearly ate me up, I, as well as &ll of my

Chill tonjc for these silmen ts,
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Sam Davis ran the one store at Washita.s 1

think he freighted his goods from Gainesville, Texas.

Near Washita, there Las a log school house; roof ﬁ,’
' : /

made of clapboards, which hed e big ireplace in ore
eﬁ@ of the building, On Sundey this building was
used to hold church end Sunday Schoel ins The scho>l
wes a gsubscription schoel.
In 1890, I broke lend that ;as covered with s

as high as my head, 1 did the ploving with a prairfe °
qusen pley. This plow had & twenty inch steel moul
boerd, a ‘wooden beem, and ead trucks on the back,

. which made‘iteunnecessary to hold to the plow'handlls.

)

This plow would cover up the sumsc but we always reiked
the sumac with & hay reke into big piles end burned|/it.
‘The land was 'then plented witﬁ corn, by using a tw
rei'check TOow pianter and putting four to five\gragne

. ~

v .
to 'the hill. The corn wasn't ever: thinned and it made

from eighty to a hundred Lushels to the acre,

-

The corn was sold to beef reeders f;;/éen eej;?f

per bushel.

The cattle feeders elways built heir feed pens

on the bank of & river or creck, ag that vas/} e only

veter available for stock use at/that time. /
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There were lots of wtl? horses in the éountry
that weren't branded. The #orses were pretty well.
bred horses. It was told ghat a good many yeers
before, a thoroughbred sta#lion had gotten away L

| o
from someone passing throuéh thg country, and joigeﬁ

4
”~

the wild bunch. 0ccasibnaf1y'gentle horses and mles

would get with them, end théy were awfullgfﬂérd‘to

get back. BSonetimes we would etationlgﬁiboya at

¢

di fferent places and run the borses?ih relays until

\

the horses,weré tired. Then somquood roper on &

?

fresh horse would dash out and;iope the horses |
wanted. f |
The grass in somé pla@és was as high as my |
heaq,-aiv%ing on a horgse, Some-of the ranchers 4ad
’tgot feed hay balers end would cut hay in the aim-
mer and bale for win;er use., Hay meadows were never

fenced, as éhepe was plenty of gress, and hay / u}d

be cut.anywygée. y
On thp/fourth day of July, 1838, we ée}ég;ated

by havigé/a beef barbecue ﬁinner. we hég/; platform -

" that was cig enough to accommodate four'sets of square

_dancers. The peopie denced all day 9ﬁd all nighi.. /

We also had rifle shooting matchés//;nd horse racing.
. / /(
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There would alweys be a whiskey peddler somewhere
near the celebration to furnish the men with whisdcey.
Heck Thomas 788 one of the deputy United‘states
Mershals then. Some of the Marshals were tricky, and
would plant a botéle of whiskey in some man's wagon
and then arrest him, end teke him to Ft. Smith to be's 

trieds I think this was @one in order to collect

mileage for trensporting prisoners. The United S

States Marshals hed chuck wagons to 'se in moving
their prisoners, The prisoners were chained together
in day time and at night were locked to. the wagon
wheels. |

About 1891 I went to work for a {big ¢attleman
nemed Matt Wolfe. [He brended L 0 E N on'the left
side, The cattle were very plein, fime bone, long-
horn mixed célored cattle, and the cows were hearty

and raised a calf every year.

—

s}

There were a few Indiens near where I lived, but
I was gfraid of them,and . never did assoc?ste with:then,
I never made any of the runs into opened ter-
ritories, but I did regiéter foxr th? drawing when the
Caddo, Kiowa and Comanche Country wass opened. However,
I failed to draw a claim, |
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