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I was born in the mountains of East Tennessee in
Hancock County, on December 4, 1861, My father, Jack
Baker, was also s native of Tbn#eaaeo a8 was my mother
Rosy (Sa:foré) Baker. My father served through the Civil
War as a private in the Confederate Amy.

In 1882 I was marri;d fo Nancy Wilder of Tennessee.
We were married in East Tennessee. In my early yeers I
worked in the timber cutting logs; these we rafted dowmn
the river. We worked into the Tennessse River and finally
s0ld at Chattanooga. I was familiar with the rivers of
East Tennessee,

In 1886 my wife and 1 éame to Ellis County, Tsxas,
where we lived for six yeurs, coming to the Chickasaw
Nation in 1894. I‘lived at, and éperated the Tulip Ferry -
'on’tho Red River, north of Bonham, Toxas: I buiit a ferry

boat 12X60 feet in size, as I had to Zerry lots of cattle |

aoross. 1 oould crowmd fifty to seventy-five head of
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cattle on my boat, whigk 'a;/operatod by a cible. I got
10 centl a head for cnttln sc when I had herds of a tha~
-und to two thcusand cattlo. as I often had, I made same
’nmnoy. The aand was bad there amd very little rording was
attempted. 1 charged only 50 cents for a wagon or buggy
80 it didn't pay to take the risk trying to ford the river.
I 1ived on the Oklahoma aide. The Indiauns, Chicgasawa
and Chogtaws cams my lay‘oféan, on their wéy into Texas
to buy liquor. If they didn't havn{monoy which was often i
the case, they would trade their guns or amnything of value
they might have for whiskey.

Later 6n I'ran the ferry at Ragsdale ﬁhich was at
the mouth of the Blue Riv'r, on the Red River. There wus
a poat orfioe at Ragsdale and a My, Jowett was the poste
master and Campbell, yith J'ovett\oxmed and operited a
store ;hore. They had a‘ large store and had a good
business, and there was  quite a lot of travel through
that wa&. The Ragadaio Ferry was a popular cros#ing.

Therq-ia a pew toll bridge, or was, mear this old cross-

1ngl » ,
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Jewett sand Oampbeii got most or'their‘goods from
Honey Grove, Texas, about thirty miles south., All these
goods were hrought in by wagons., Cutting, baling and
gelling prairie gr:ss hay was a good and active bisiness
around Tulip Ferry. There were thousends of acres of
fine prairie grass cut each yeéar. 7This prairie grass
found a ready and profitable market in Texas, where most
of it was sold. ”

In 1902 I came to Alluwe on the 7erdigris River,
between Nowata and Chelsea where some oil wells were
being drilled, That was the beginning of, ar the cpen-
ing of thes oil fields up in that section., The Texas,
Pan-American and Cosden were ea¥ly 611 operators. From
there I came to the Tulsa section woriing in and about

rofineries. The first refineries at Tulsa had to pro-

vide for their own water supply and I warked for a company
whigh dug wells for these refineries, These wells ranged

from eight to twelve feet in diameter and were dug to the

shale, They wers walled up with brick. All refineries

at Tulsa used these wells until city water was available.

We got from $800,00 to $1800.00 each for putting down

200



210
BAKER, JGHN J. /vamw. 12839 e

: £

4
theze wells., We ?ﬂerated at Muskogee and Cleveland. Ve

dué thess wells mith clam shells and derricks.

- | :
REditor's Note: Ragsdals,a sown non-existent now is not
the Ragsdale in Beaver County. -
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