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Interview with Dr. W. C. Bryant
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I was born at Gadsden, Tennesses, October 22:‘1866,
and reared at Milan, Tennessee, whers I received a cotmon
school ogucation. I came to Choteau, Indian Tofritory in
1885, I worked at anything I could get %o do. I 414 asome
carpenter work and also kept books:

On February 19, 1891, I married Audrey Bryant and be-
gan to read and study medio;po. In 1894 I went ¢0 a medic-
al ooll?ge in St. louis, Missouri, and came homs in 1895,
then went to sochool at Memphis Hospital Medical co;lego
and graduated in 1900. I began my practice in chotoéu andi
an still practioing nadicinéfhore today. . ) )

ﬁurins ny Jarly practice I rode horaseback and in buck-
board and later in one horse buggy. In 1915 I got a Ford
car and have driven ons ever singe. \

Wuen I ceme to Ohoteau I crossed the river on the

McGracken Ferries, the first ferry across Grand River.

There was one at Salina a little later and then the Jack
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éiloy ﬁnd Markhanm Ferriq;. .
whan'l came here thers were no fences between here
-and Verdigff@-or between heré and thgyxaﬂaal line.
Tﬁo Gibson Station was the trading center. Freight
was hauled from there to Tahlequah and all surrou#ﬁing-
trading’oontara, Choteau being the oagliaat’$rading ?onéar.
| The first public schools were Indian schools, I went
to the first Xas tree in 1886 at the first school Choteau
had. It was a small one-room school house and they had
ahurch .there for all denominations, - o .
Ch;toqu vas started in 1878 and was named after the
‘ French traders, thp Chqtoau brothérsz who tradadlrith‘thg
Indians and operated out of St. Iouis. R. W. Lindsey op-
erated and ownad the first store. Later stores ownars wers
Jack Riley, Bill mn;xer and Bryant. In 1891 a fire wiped

out the town and it never was rebuilt as it was befors the

fire.
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I was elected first County commissioner after state-
hogd and, durlgg the war, I was on tho'iooal-axnmpt;on’boafd.
There were lo;; of prairie chickens in tho’oarly days,
" and hunters killed and shipped them to different places.
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At that time you could buy thé hind quarters of deer for

. seventy-five cents. From about 1889 chqtoéu began to be a

.
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cattle country and has besn ever since.
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