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Maybee, Leudolphus D.- Investigator.
Indian Pioneer History-S-149.
Haroh £5, 1986.

Interview with Dr. 7. 0. Bryant
Ohoteau, Oklahoma,

• ••

I was born at Gadaden, Tennoasae, October 22, 1866,

and rtarad at Milan,. Ttnn«a«oo, whort I received a common

school •duoation. I came to Chotaau, Indian Territory in

1885* I worked at anything I could gat to do. I did aoae

oarpantdr work and alto kapt books.

On February 19, 1891, I married Audrey Bryant and be-

gan to.read and study medicine. In 1894 'I want to a medic-

al college in St. Louis, Missouri, and came hose in 1895,

then went to school at Memphis Hospital Medical College

and graduated in 1900. I began my practice in Qnoteau and

ta still practicing medicine here today. .

During «y early practice I rode horaebaok and, in buck-

board and later in one horae buggy. In 1915 I got a Ford

car and hare driven one ever ainoe.

Vhen I coma to Ohoteau I crossed the river on the

McGraoken Ferries, the first ferry aoross Grand River.

There was one at Salina a little later and then the Jack
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Ril#y and ttarkhom Ferrica. _

flhen I cone here there were no- fences between here

•nd Verdigris or between here end the Kanoai line.

The Gibson Station was the trading oentar. Freight

waa hauled'from there to Tahlequah and all surrounding •

trading oentera, Cho.teau being the earliest trading center.

The first public schools were Indian schools, I went

to the first fiaas tree In 1885 at the first aohool Chpteau

had. It was a small one-room school house and they had

cthuroh there for all denominations.

Chotean was started in 1878 and was named after the

Trench traders, the Ohoteau brothers, who traded with the

Indians and operated out of St. Louis. R. f. Llndsey op-

erated and owned the first store. Later store owners werd

Jack Riley, Bill Ihitaker and Bryant. In 1891 a fire wiped

out the town and it never was rebuilt as it was before the

fire.

I was elected first County oosmlssioner after state-
hood and, during the war, I was on the local exemption board.

*

There were lots of prairie chickens in the early days,

and hunters killed and shipped them to different places/
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At that time you oould buy the bind quarters of ̂ eer for

•orenty-fivt oents. from about 1889 Choteau began to be a

oattle oountry and has besn ever slnoo*

• i V


