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Grace Kelley,’
Interviewer,
August 10, 1937,

y
An Interview with Jimmie Barnett,
Brysnt, Oklahoma.

This faction of rche Creeks were called Snakes
because they wouldnlt sllot end were followers of
Crazy Snakee The parents who v:ouid, allot gave their
children in to be allotted when they gave tﬁeir own
nemes in énd thay were usually ellotted close to-
gotha;'. When they wouldn't allot, the Government
allotted them wherever it wanted to. As the parents
didn't file their childre;x, ;1u1te a few were left out.
My p'arents“ ullotted me ‘ax;(i all of the Barnetts were
allotted but Jackson Barnett, 'I’he’ Government alldtftea

hin and everyone knows his stary as it has been in

the papers so muche There were two Jackson Barnetts;

one now dead, the rich one who was the son of Siah ™ <

Barnett, the other is living and was the somn of Jim
Barnett, he is called Black Jack.
~ Towns and Clans

My mother belbngeé to Kesligee Town, East of

gon
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| My };ather belonged to Tuckebatche Town ,North
of Yeager, 1 belong to ﬁoaligeo Town. as the family
alqwaya follows the mother both in tovms and clane
/h.h.:ther was(Voka) Coon so f’m Coone No person cc;'(xld
marry in his own town but had to merry into a differ-
ent town. ‘Everyo.e in thst town is relcﬁed. The

®

husbend belongs to the wife's town in this way:
/Z to the Green Corn Dances, fasts, takes °

Ha goe
medicine even if he happens to be a church Indian,
He doesn!t l;ave to dance if he is a church Indian.
They tdst four deys and take medicins vhich 1s.a
. good /physic end is really goud for health as i1t mekes
mey supple and c'laars 8ll malaria out, He doe;s this
o show that he cares for his wife and wants t6 PrOe
/ tect hers If the king writes him to be there and for

. some good reason he shows he cen’t be there, he sends

some tobacco or anything they can sll enjoy) or slae
he sends money which is used for tobscgo +hich they

all smoke, That is because he has the right intentions
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.and is friendly. If he juét doesn't want to fo/me -
they hpe him & certein emount of money. xing
gives him a name, 1t's no seceret yet like 4 pass
word in & lodée, and like a‘:lo'dge they ave all
brothers, This n;ame is called a Squarq/’/ﬂmne or

War Neme and 18 kept on the ‘books mg,t‘;ad of his own
family name. | .

. Billie West lived North of ;Bryant‘,acmbs from
where ;;he Victoria cozl mine Qsed to bes, His Square .
Neme ;ras Spokogee Harjo but he is not ‘the Spokogee
Herjo of the Pienkeshew Indlans,

If one lives close to one town he doésn',t dance-
with them but goes back. toﬂhia own town no matter how
fax; away thet one ise That 1s -hy some go to Shawnee,
-Wemmba, and other’towns during the time green carn
is good to eat, |

| Bsll Games

The lastm.u game I know about was ip 1¢21 or . o |

1922, esst of Bunk Pharoah's plece vkich is Spring Hill, --

It wes really intended to be a ganme for fun, bul ended

7
'
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in a fight between tim 'Arbeccé‘s and Thlop Thloce
coa;. 'i'he King and‘ medicine man mekes ‘the match
with some other town's King and medicine man.
" There is no hard foelings between them at. all, they
don't Imow of the gx:hdge vetween one.or more of
their team and one or more of ‘the other téam, #hen
they are playing p’r ;berore, these players decide to
get tpia-gx‘udge ;é"ought off and start querreling or
fightinge Sometimes £hey are told to pley ball end
fight artei-yi/{: is over, that this a game |focr fun and
‘not a fight; Other times the.“ rplayers wil}. take up for -
their"brot}/wr!" and 1t wil) be a2 free~for-all.
How Women and Men\Play. '

When the men play together they have sticks with
medidine ;)n them and ;:16y entirely differeni; than in a
mixed game, In 2 mixed game they use the pole thot is
dénced around instead of the two goals in the men's
gams, The men use sticks wt thout medicine while the
women catch and throw the ball with their hands, fhe )
ball has to hit the cow's head on top of the poles
They. have a score. keeper off to one side who marks on

N o q

/
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the ground to see wmho hits the cow's he st L

men or women, Thig gome is similer to bafsket ball
1

cxcépt there is only one gosl,
Medicine Man

Indiens still have their medicine men who /goes /

to the woods and gets his herbsgamf' roots at
proper season, some in the smmerwand some id the
fall, and dries them for future use, He is & good
but doesn't belo‘ng to a church, yet he is liko a

preachers This is hard m to expla t can

understoods Thers are two of them, like twina. The

i
i

medicine msn picks a men who is not wickod or trong
headed but settled in hies good ways. He keeps this
mn wl'th‘ him #ﬂ:e'a twin all the time snd tedches -
him to be e medfcine men when the medicine men dies ;
he can teke 118 places Indians have their own medi
cine men and they will go miles to him,

After ¢ matched ball game the sticks are teken
back to the m:)ma town and other medicine 15 put
them which kills the effect of the fir/gt that was used

baforé the [game.

/ L I  '
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Agriculture Fairs
I/don't thinl{ they had any. certain place | |
" for :ches:e feirs but th.y were mostly sround Okmule
’goc. In the; old days they were held just like now.
The first and second of Septembér there will be one
at Vetumka ,or South of Wetumka, y'l’hey hed one every
 yoare ' ' ’ *
| Politics
Thers are so many things I've heard fhe old
folks talk about , ‘but can't remember eﬁough to tell,
After the -Civil War they had two parties like the
Bepubu/éans and Democrats only they called them the
Cold Gountry People as they-évere the ones who went
Northygggithli Yehola and the Meclntoshes who were f,he
oxﬁxesv who went south and were known as the H?t Country
Peo#le. . “

0il Business
/ I don't know why they thought there was oil on
q‘r land but they mke soma tests and in 1921 the

,Cprter Phnlips people drilled on my siator Ida'a and,
N i}

|
|
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brother Robert Barnett's places. Robert's was
next io mine agﬂ ﬁhey struck 0i) on his land but
later when tyé; irilled on mine they didn't got it.
We Be Pine/ﬁad a lot of 1e?se$ and’ aolﬂ but to the
Carter ?/#ile. Wilcox did the drillingm | //
Hunting |
ée Five Civilized Tribes didn't have reguler .

hun grounds but were like thé white people. They
/- . ..

codld hunt wherever they ple§7éd they for the country

s free while now so much of it i poafed.

it ,
There was 4 mail
and Okléhoma ity. /
// /’ ost Towns | // // .
/A /
of Henryettas Frank/Licoske had

a raych and store

'
/ |
/

ere. When he got thofp?fé office in

K

/
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his store 1t was called Somora for his wife,
Sonord, the deughter of Molntoshs There was also

.7

ﬁn dn.

/" BSouth of Bryant was the Bernett sottlement,
ﬁad's unule, Jim Bernett, had & store and renche Joe
Siah Loonoy lived about twg lfundr'ed yerds from the
°sto_x:e, end he wes the judgee Tom ﬁarper was a school
toeclu;:r who‘ lived about a mile’awafr. Josh Arhberry
was well cducetod but didn"t’ have any 6ffi,ce, he
worked in the store some.; |
»  In ¢n Indian vi{lage the homes will be from
. two hundred yexds to & mile apart, tﬂey're not
close like in our townse . * /

\ llarriage end Dz,'é'orca/

The o0ld Indiens weré really married anthey ”
didn't have pa;%rs as we do now. They had eertain
laws thet they had to obey hut I don’t know them ex=
actlys. After they separated thay had to live apart so

maxgv years bafore they could remarry.



