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Journalist, James R. Ceraelowey,
, Haroh 16, 1338.

Interview with flilliam Brown,
Vinita.

My name I s tfilliam Brown. I now1 l ive on'

H.y.D. 3, 10 milts southeast of Vin5.ta. I nas bow*

near Lincreek, Cameron Cotinty, Missouri, April ?,

1868. The Bagnall dam was built near ay birthpitoe.

X came with my parents to the Indian Territory when

a small boy and we rented land from the Cherokee

Indians and fanned- for a good aany years.

There wore scarcely any renter houses to be had

when my father f irst came to the Territory, but the

crop seasons were good, the land new and we -raised .
/ I • •

good drops, ;

In 1918, when the ffhite Siver dsra was built I

went baok to Missouri and worked on the dam while

i t was being oonsxruoted. That doesn't teem Yery far

bto!c, but I can see a wonderful difference in what
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man has lnrn id In the oonrtruotioo of water dn«a

ilnce that day. I apeak from my working txperiende

on daraa, whan I aay thla, for I cans took to Okla-

hooa to h«lp build the Spavtnaw dam In 1988-84. Back
< i

on the White RlTer dam, they didn't know anything

about 6 hour ahifta for men. The man thoasdaya work-

td *«n hour ahifta and two ahifta took up the entire

dpy, except four hours, which was uaed for eating and

going and coming* The fdremen did not know that

cement oould be mixed in oold weather those daya, end

when oold weather aet in we reated. The cement waa

poured from the sacks end mixed by hand. Four men

were detailed at a tine to pour the cement, an<i they

worked twenty ad autea and another bunch went on. I t

waa ao dusty, that they could not go longer than twenty

minutes at a t ine.

ffhite River Leke W Miles long.

The tfhite RiT«r lake waa twenty-six miles long.

The'material to build the dam waa unloaded at Brtnaon,

Missouri, end hauled twelve milee by wagon team*, over

the rough mountain roada. All of the material ma thua *



220

BROW, WILLIAM.

hauled until the daa was completed, then the dynamoa

far tht aaehinery, whioh was Tory he try, were loaded

on bargee and floated down the riyer, and landed at

the plaoea thay were to be erected to mka eleotrloity.

I am mentioning thie "briefly ao that the raadar oan

tea what a wonderful prograaa\the country has made

in the apaea of a few yeara.

' The Old Sorghum. Mill.

Before X leare Miaaouri again X want to t a l l you

of e few of the ecrly day things tbey were uaing baek

there while I was. there. Qne waa an old aorgnum Mill,

striotly hand aada. The roller a were out from round

" logs with three of them bolted together, men in the

same manner.of a modern aorgtoa Bil l* Ihis 'waa uued

to squeeze the Juice from the cane and' then i t waa
— • * . , ; .

placed into oamon old wcah kettles -and boiled down
• *

• until i t waa thick enough for aorghua. A gallon of

lorgbum could be bought for twenty-fire or thirty oenta.
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The Old Snreshlng Method.
I

The White fflrer country woo • rough mountainous

country, tad th«y h*dn»t yet heard of a threshing

maohlne. When a wheat crop was raised the neighbors
»

a l l got together, much in the same naontr OB the

modern t*tmr bat «cch nan broaght his own threahlns

maohint la tht form of a horia. Th4 wheat was piled

in a oltaa spot on- the ground and eight or ten horae*

men would Tide round and round on tha wheat, traap-

lng i t until a l l tha grains were beaten out. A nan

with a pitchfork would stand in the center, and keep

the-wheat turned orer until I t was a l l threshed out.

It was then put In saoks and taken to an'old water

Bi l l , atout forty a i l e s away end ground into flour.

Before being placed In aaoka the wheat wê i placed

on. a wagon-aheet and fanned In the wind unti l e l l

the strew and dirt'blew out of i t .

Bed Cedar at Branton;Missouri.

There was so aauch Red Cedar growing around

Binnaon, Ulssourl, that the Aaarioan Pen o i l Company
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•tttbllthrt • p«o l l ftotory th«r» «nS •anjifMtawd
peaoila by the thouaanda.' Ihe treea grew from two

tof^W feet through and buyere frdte BateaTille,

irktnan, bought the loga and rafted then down the ' ~

rirtr to be aide into furniture and poita. One reft

of loge brought aa hitfi aa |700. ; ,.*

How i. Eaf̂  waa Hade*

A raft waa wde froa the loageat cedar loga < ~
-

that oould be found* Ibey were tied together,

then cedar poatt were piled on top of, $ « and^alea . . f
* * * *I

of cotton piled on £op of that and aoatetinee a wagon % /

and tea* would ride on top of tae cotton, and weiald ;

be driten baek% . " ' . • * • '•'' ** ' !; •

^nu|.lhi,tei.ait«r dam waai made with a ifiah ladder,

built in to |em, eo that fiah oan go through %&Am

All old time nahwr#ea know that tteh g« n> etream A

when the weather begins to set wari^a«f£lnfc ahallow

cooler tt%u\.ft\)*~%*%f&xLitoMf:$

am, aetkiig deapvr aid warmer water, put

•
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ladder waa built la tha White Hirer dam for that

purpoae and la built in a winding way through tht

dam, whleh leta a email atreem of water run thfeoutfi

the dam at a l l timee but la ao winding that i t la

not awlft janft flan go through i t at regular inter*

Tfcli. Many of the larger fieh are picked up for

food, ea they paaa through the ladder. A walk-way

la proridtd in the etnter of thi* dam.

I left the fhlte Hirer dietriet in 1919, and

returned //to the Indian Territory.. I had aared up

quite a Ijittle money and on reaching the Territory

I learned, that fee oi l bualneaa waa on a boom, and

deolded to buy up aome heary draft teama and take .

them into

plpea wad

the o i l field end a ell them. I l l of tht

equipment for oi l field work in thoae <Jajre

fere being haultMby wagon and team a, and heary

draft teame were i

for my horaea and

n demand. I found « ready market

when I had about auppliad the

demand, ;rh.tre I wu, I heard of a good market In

anothtr oil field at Santa Te, Hew lexico. I
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. I bought up eighteen of the finest drift hones I eould

find, loaded «y family la e covered wagon end started „

oat there.

]. . When we had traveled three days In the state of

New Vexieothe water supply began to play out. Ite

creeks were al l dry, end the farther we went the drier

It got. .We.finally had to buy water for our stook.

Host of the water wells were run by windmills ̂  tnd the

high winda had put then out of commission. There were

a few cisterns where we eould get drinking water, but

none for the a took. We' finally got to where we were

paying 20 sent a a bucket for water for our stock, and

I 'decided to turn back when ay water, feed and food

bil l reaohed $80 per day. ' .

When I htd traveled baek one day, a pan told me

if I would turn north X would strike water aooner but

i t was two more days before we found water in a creek.

. I heeded baok to the Oklahoma oil field, sold my

torses and settled down to farming- near Stxsng,

where I farmed until 1MB.

V
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In 1922 Xaatarn capiUliati CVM© into the neighbor-

hood and laaaad up thouiianda of aora\a of timbered land

in the tieinity of Ken«|oodt about eight ailea eaat of

Sallna. Ihey inoorporaitad undar the ntae of the Ken-

wood Lumber Conpanf and built a railroa^, apur froei the

Kanaaa, Oklchoaa and Gulf line at Salina to Kenwood,
* \

and on eight mile• to the aaat of Kenwood. Thia rail*

road waa uied in Shipping loga to the Bil l and at the

aaae tiae, gave the Coapanj an outlet for the lumber

they a awed. It waa a big thing for the farmera and -

laboreri around there aa a l l who wlahed could get

work* I took a job of hauling flour and feed for Pin

Powell, who .owned a flour end feed s i l l at Stttnf to

Kenwood. ISie ooapaay did a land' office buaineaa at
— - - - - ' - - - . 1 • \ . * v . -

f i n t , and i t loolpdjllka they were going to eat the
wooda on fire, but Ik a few year•• they.went-broke and

i " i » •*

- - ... i •
left the field.

X&19S3 another big project opened up, when tSie

city of Tulaa started building a daa aoroaa the Sparinaw

Talley to aecure an adequate water aupply for that city.

i

- JT&
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Thie vat by far the biggest proj tot that had ever

been, attempted in Oklahoma! at that time, the f i r s t

\coat being estimated at $7,050,000.00 hut before

>leted I t «oet another two or. three m i l l i o n .

The preliminary work eonaieted of, clearing away.

the timber and removing the Spavlnaw Cemetery, which

*a» .located in the Tal ley now f i l l e d with-watar*

2 f i r s t took a Job- of helping nova the dead for

the Barokhelter funeral Home and Klangle k Rogers,

both of-Vlnita, who had the oontract of r«aoying

them.. It.waa a shaky Job, and not many nan would work

• t i t . Some of the bodlta had been thai* ao long that

there was nothing bat bones to remore. Others cons is t -

ed of coffins partly decayed and many of the bodies

had t o be rol led tip In a robs and ran ore fl. l^osa who

reaoyed the bodies had to work far into the $&gh$
•k •

catch lip with th« grave diggers and those who had
/ • " - ' "

baen digging them up. Io bodies were l e f t over
On̂a remarkable feature about this rewwyal vat ^

• • ' . • • ' . . - • • • • . * . - ' • - \

the vast number of unaarked grave a. We burled e l l of \

• , • • / «> \ •
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v these In $i* northeast corner of the new graYeyard, .

whloh wti noorad one milt north of tht town of Sptrl-

Atw* Tnii old oemttery l i iii<5 to/d»t« bade \ftov*

tht

In 198S-24 X worked on th» building of the

niw dot. It vat a hu«t atfais retching from bluff to
-
blTiff •oroie the Tiller, once (oocupied by Spstlnaw

creek, whioh atrtaa wi» fad by ltYing springs up and

don the rtlley. The aaohinery uted In building thie
* * *

daa n i «uoh iuperlor to that used on the Whi te

daia. JAT& ataaa fhorala, drkg l ines, vlmhtf add

fivt wheeled wagons ware usefl

The rail*? where the Spa'lnaw XtkaXvaa built was
between two high bluff a, w}th

These rooke wera gathered up*

plenty of rock al l round,

placed In a Wle aorois

the n l l e y and oement ran betfeen the orerices; Hagji
•' •. - \*

rocks were blasted tram the side of the mountain and

hauled Into the dg«p by the huge aschinary, land whaa
* i,

high enough dirt *aa piled on top and before] the doa,

until to the outsider the dam would look to Ibe oohstrueV

ad aalaly of dirt. - \
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A railroad apur was built from Vierdigria near

' Tulaa, where the t i l ing was manufactured, to the Dam

•ita at Sperinaw. It waa built parallel with the, water

ditch, and th» t i l ing waa unloaded from \the oara into

the ditch and raored into place by large machinery.

The t i l ing waa 6 feet in diameter, made of\ concrete

and each Joint f i t into each other ao olo«e\ly that

wafer would not leak through.

The t i l ing across Grand Hirer waa the laVit to bt

' * • \

placed, connecting and finishing the l ine thet\ had

been laid from either end, A low water bridge wa&

built acroea Grand KLrer and the t i l ing dunp'ed pom

the cars right into the water, ihe ditch across «he

rirer had been dug down to a rock bottom. The ground

on the eaat'side of the rirer waa higher than the

west aide, which gave the water-enough force to carry

i t up out of the rirer bed on ita way to Tulae. This

water runs by natural graritation almost to Tulaa,'.

. where a pump carries i t on to a high h i l l outside of

Tulaa where a water tower la located and where the
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water has a natural drop to a l l parts of the c i ty .

I t i s considered by far-one of' ttie finest water systeas

In the state, most of i t s wQter coming from natural
*

•prlngs.

153© olty of Tulaa paid | i S an more for e l l the

land corered bj. the lalce, and i f a faraer hod as much

ei one acre in the lake region they bou^t hia entire

allotment and in thia way the olty owns much of the

ragged land BUTrounding the lake, which la used for

a park and recreation grotad.

Ine-otty of Tulse .did .not hare much trouble in

securing e right-of-way for the lake. About one of the

hardest problems they had to dtal with was Tom Wiokliff,

a full blood Cherokee, whose wife had inneritea the

old homestead of her parents. They lived right in the

valley where the lake was to be located sndr Tom just

couldn't see how he was to give up this valuable old

homestead, even for #65 an aore, Tom had Just been •

into trouble with the county,, state , and United States

of floors, causing the authorities to make a treaty, of
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peace with the ffickliff boya, a f t er W i l i n g two United'

Statea Marshals, Ike Oils trap and Henry V i e r \ a a d the

oity had to use strategy In •eouring h i s eonsentsto

vacate hla land, ltoey sent many of h i s friends to talk

to him and uted a l l the strategy they knew on hia befora

he f i n a l l y gare in end moved out. He received $11,000

for h i t wife'a plaoa.

fliakliff want up,on Lynoh's prair ie about thrae

milee out of Spavinaw end bought the Cyrus Bel l farm,
« ,

• - i *

which *a« e nuch better farm than the one he gave up

and went into the Hereford oattle buaineas. He remodel-

ed the House end built a fine new nodern barn, had a

good orchard, and i s living eaay yet at hie new hcne.

I worked for hia a while shortly after he moved, and

can say. that he has a modal l i t t l e f#rm, that sny

white man would be -roud of* He had a chute built to

hia barn loft and would run his show o£ttle?up in hia .

barn loft during f ly tine and always took the best of

care of them. He celled, than, his> show oattle and would •

take them to the county fairer..

t4- — — _ — _ _ - _ _
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The c i ty of Tulaa had trouble with the f i r at

superintendent they hired to build the Sptrintw Dam*

They plaoed $5,000 to hia credit to make the f i ra t ~

pay-day payment, but when pay-day came he waa gone *

and ao waa the $6,000. After that a new euperintend-

ent waa hired but the pey'ohecka were aent direct

to the workers through the mail from Tulaa. Strang

hrd the neartat bank, and the c i t y depoaited money
, ' a ,

there to pay the cheoke.

. Arthur Carnea wee the ctehier of the Strang bank/

which waa eight ml lea from Spavinaw, and to eare the

hand» time and delay,he and hie wife would get in

their oar CTery two weeka, bring a stoic of money and

take up the checks a t Sjtvinaw. They had been doing

(thia for about two yeara find had reached the laat pay-

day without being hi-Jaoked. Moat of the worker* had

been le t go and only enough men to lay the t i l e across

Grand Rirer were due a pay-day. , To be exaot Ctrnea

In hia aaok and waa on the road to Sparinaw

to make "the-last payment when two men held him up at
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the month of Spavin** Greek and node him and hie wife

crawl through a win fence; then took Me money aaok

- and oar end drore iway and le f t them and have nerer

been heard of ainee then. ' Two weeks-later a man out <

hunting-in the hi l la founds the oar, a net Studebaker,

. henging orer the aide of a c l i f f where the hi-jaokera

had Jumped i t off the c l i f f and l e f t i t . The oar w*a

found efcout two railei from the soene of the robbery and ,
p

v> they found where the robbers had hitched a two-wheel

oart and one horae there until they-returned to get '"
- * *

them. Whenvthis waa diaoorerad residents of Strang oall-

ed to memory seeing two strangers pa at through Strang

the morning of the robbery, but no one has erer aeon

them since. * " . • • • , • -


