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Journalist, James R. Cerselowey,
¥arch 16, 1938,

Interview with #iiliam Brown,
Vinita-
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Yy neme is #illiam Brown. I nov live on .

R.?.D. 3, 10 miles southeast o Vinita. I mas born

. near Linoreek, Cameron County, Missouri, April 7,

1868. 'l‘he ‘Bagnall dam was tuilt neer ay birthplace,

I came with my parents to the Indizn Territory when

s small boy and we rented land from the Cherokes
Indians and“rapned-for 8 good many years. ‘
There ware ucaiooiy any renter houses to be had

. o
when my father first came to the Territory, dut the

.erop seasons were good, the land new and we r=ised

K

good: c'répc.
In 1918, when thq ihite River dem was duilt I
went back to Misséuri and worked on the dam while

1{; was being oona;ﬁmtod. That doesn't seem vary far

back, but I can ses a wonderful difference in whey -

-
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man has learned in the construction of water dams
nﬁco that dey. 1 speck from my working .oxnerienao
on dems, when I say ?hic. for I csms bduok $0 Oklae
hm'to help duild the Spavinaw dam in 1?83-84. Baci(
on 'thothito m'r.er dam, they didn't ¥now anything’

about & howr shifts for man. The men thos days work-

>

ed “en hour shifts and two shifts $ook up the entire

dey, exaept four hours, which was used for esting snd:
R

going and coming., The foremen did not know thet

cement oould be mixed in 0old weather those days, and

‘when 6old wemther set in we rested, The cement was

poured from the ssoks snd mixed :by hand. Pour men
were deﬁil at & time to pour the cement, and, they
worked $wenty ) nngtoe and ;nother bunch went on. It
¥as 30 duaty, tha't they could not g0 longer than twenty
ninutes at & time. ’ B :
fhite River I.akc; £6 M{lea Long.
The #hite Rivar lske ;aa two;ty—aix miles long.

The ‘material to build the dam was unloidad gt Branson,

Wissouri, snd hanled twelve miles by wagon tsams, over

the rough mountain rosds. All of the mtorial was thus
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‘hauled until the dem was completed, then the dynamos
far the mashinery, which was very heavy, were loaded
61: barges and floated doun the river, and lanied at
the pheoa they were to ba erected to meks olootrtoity.
I am mentioning thise"- briet‘ly 80 that the reader can
see what & wonderful progrou\fhe ocuntry has made
in the space of a few yekra. '
. '/ The 014 Sorghwm M.

Before I leave Miasouri .qgnin I want to tell you
of & fow of the early day thipgs they were mipg baok
thers while I wis there. (ne was an old sorghum u’u

striotly hand made. The rollcm were cut from round

) J.oga .with thﬂe of them boltcd toaathar, much {n the

same mannor or a modem sorghum mill, This was uued

to squeege the juice fmm ‘the cene and’ then it wvas
\3%

pleced into cammon old weah kettles end boiled dmm
until it was thiek enough far sorghum. A ggnon of

1

aorghum coald be bought for twenty-five or thix;ty cents,

‘
-y



BROYN, WILLIAM. INTERVIEW. 13260

The 01{1 ‘Ihruhing Method.
The dhite l’inr eountry was & rough mountainous
country, aad they l%ndn't yet heard of & threshing
‘mchmo. When a whleat cTrop was ré&ud the aeighdors

sll got together, much 1’n the same manner es the

modern faymer but esch man broaght his own threshing -

machine in the rom of & horse. The whest was piled
.l {n s olan apot on- the ground and eight or ten horse-
men would 1'160 round and round on ths vheut, mp- K
ing it until-all the grains lorci'beﬂen out. A men
with a pitehfork would stand 1n‘ the center and ksep
the -wheat turned over until it was sll threshed ous.
- It was then put {n ncka and taken to an’ old- ntox'
| nil., avout rorty miles away mnd ground into ﬂour

Before being placed {n uok\ tho vhsat was placed

on.s wagon-sheet snd faoned in the wind until tll
the strav and dirt blﬂ out {s.
Red CQdar as con,h!iuouri.

"n:.ero wes so much Red Cedar growing around

Branson, Missouri, that the Aneri ean Penotl Company
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establiehed & pejoll factory thers sand memifactured SR
¢ \ ,

‘pendils by the thonnada. The tren grev. from two :

” %0 xé%r fut through lnd bnpi'a from Bateavlllc ) '
" irtmes, bought the logs and rafted thea down the =
river 10 be mde into furniture wnd posta. One Teft v
; - of logs b:..'ou’hf as high am $700. o R
= How i me us Made. Lt B " :

A urt na u&e rx-on tha longest ‘ceday logs - |
: . that oould be ronnd. 'nuy were tiod ‘tog-thor, .

then «dar polt: were pncd on top of them and/!galu
of cotton piled on $op ‘of that. tnd nmtinn l ugon

" smd tcn vould rigo on %op .of W eotton, ndbt.mld W
¢ . . ' N W 'a
be drinn buok. . v S -

~
- -y .
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” m mu Mur d- s nlda uth s ﬁah hﬁaor.
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~
= Y k- e

bunt 12 zth‘c in. 0 mt £ish can g thx'ouxh M*dn. o »

Al om t!.na tuhorpn know that ﬁ-h &0 np atrnn
- !han tho tuthu' ba;laa to pt um, m&iu lhlu" )
- md cobhr um, 'hih 1n tha ran th-ygo doyn ,f ’\ .
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Jadder vas built in the ¥hite River dem for that

purpose end s tuilt in s winding way tarough the

dex, which lets & smll stream of water run thhough
- “‘tht dem at all times tut is 50 uindiﬁé that it is 6

not swift s fish go through it at regular inter-

i-eh. Many jof the larger fish are picked up for
food as the pgnn through the -!léddor. A walk-way

the Indlan Territory. I hed saved up

= ) thu 1ntu'the oll n ola md sell them, ul of the

nu _botn& hluhd‘&by vagon and temms, cn& hesyy - T

<

drart teams were n demand. I found ; mdy nrht . .

tor ny horu- snd when I had sbout npnuaa the

demand, "i!wm I- w_u, I hou'd of i dood u‘rkat 1n B

. |
T spother oll- noldrtsmh h’; Nev Nexico, I’ B

- | PiP" - 0!1“19-0 t m oll fleld wa-k in those dm A

S
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' T bought up elghtesn of the finest dreft horses I could
find, loaded ny family in a covaruti_ wagon end started LT
out there, | ‘ | '

. 5_Ihoniu had treveled three days in the stats of
New Mexicothe water supply began to play out. The

ﬂcruk: wers all dry, -nd‘tho tarthar we vent the drier
it got. urmn: hld to dbuy utor for our stook.

. Hoat of the water nnu wers run by unmn-. and the
: high winds %ad put them out-of commission. Thers were.
a fev oisterns vgixoro we could get drinking water, but
none r;r the n‘téck. We' finally got to where we were
" paying 20 conﬁ s tuéket for water for our stock, and
I deci,dod to turn bask when nmy utor, fesd and food
i

il mohcd 880 por aly. . ~:‘

e m——— e L Y

' When I- hna traveled back cne duy, . m told ne

L north I uould utriko uur loonor but
1t vas 4o no™® "deys before we found water in & eresk.

X hndcd baok to tho oulho-n oil tiold. sold my

“'horan and settled down’ to taniu nﬁr Stmg.

'huulﬁmﬂuntulnz.‘- L e

<«
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N ,pmn. who owned : our and ma nul at St¥ang to S

nood- on. fire, but 1L~a fov .years. thoy,'ent,bmk. ‘Y ’ ¢ f?

Voo
In 1922 xnterp on miut- came into'the neighbor-

-

s of ti&bercd ma

‘Salina, ‘nmy 1ncor(p 2ted under tho.n of ﬂu Ken- .

Kausss, Oklchome snd 4 Glaf Line'at Ss1taato Kenwood, o
end on oight mnu to Lh ent of Kentooa "This nn-* :

road was usad tn nhipping logc to the -m and &t thc P
agme tino nvo the co-pcny an outlet tor the lunber ' |
they laud. It was a big thtng for the tlmors and -
inb'oror,n u'onnd there as 5l) who wished could yt

<

work, I took & Job or hauling flour and feed for Pin-

ienrood. 'mo eonp did & lend’ orﬁco bnninéu as
 first, amd it 1ookld nkn they were goin; to ut t!u

left the tield. |

t

. o . : t '
In‘1985 arothr big project opened np,"hon th'o\
city of m-& started building a dem across tho Spﬂim'
valley to secure au adcqunto mor mpply for thq: oity. _ }.
' { . ! N .
| . f | { HEN . .
‘ 4l H m . l' PO N } i
£, s c
AR ‘;. [N . N : Jl/ ¥ F \~
A N ) A
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kﬁu _Iu‘by far the diggest p;-o.guct that had aver
veen attempted in Oklahons at that time, the first
coM; being estimated at $7,080,000.00 but before ?
‘intcd it cost another two or.three uiluon.

The pranxunu-y wqu conaisted of clearing away

C
the' tinher and mov}u tho Spavinn Cematery, which

was locatod in the nllc: now fnlou witlr vater.
1 tirst took L] ;o} of holp!ng nou the dead ror
thc Bnrckhnltlr mnonl Home ud Klangle & Rogart,
- both of»ﬂniu, who had the contrasct of removing
them. It was & sheky job, anmd not my‘mn mld work
at At. So-c of the dodies had been thu'c 80 long ihlt
o thoro 'u nothing but bann to remove. Otyou consist«
—«_*«\-od»ot coffins partly decayad and many of the bodies
.had ito be-rolhd up in a robe and removed. Those who
Ammd the bo&iu hld $0 work far into the mgaxm
eatal up mn the grave diggon and thou lbe hld

been dimng them ny. lo Bodies were hft over might.
.o \‘

Oga mrnblo tuturo about ‘this monl vas

thq mt nmbcr or unmkoa mvn. n burhd m or

s
J

28
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\thou in thc northout corner or tho nn grntnrd. ,

'thocivuwﬂ(\ Lo ‘

which was nourod one lih north of the toin of Spavi-

naw, This old cemetery is _uid $q -date “back before’

$
3

a3

In 1985-84 I wﬂrk-de on tbp bunding ot thé Spui-
nu dam. It was a hm atﬂi;‘ mohing m bluff to

unrr aoron the nnoy, once oocupiod by Spﬂinl'

1’

~ “ creok. whioh atrom was fod by livins springa up. and

. j‘dl.;l- Lnrm stean lhoyela, : \

© Mve jioolcd wagons were used}

dom the nlhy. 'n:c nachinu'y ussed in: \mildius thil
dn was musch superior to tbat used on the White Riﬁr

The vallsy wbere the Spa

" betwesn two high bluffs, with|plenty of tpck sll round.

These rocks were gathered up. placed in a \pile- tcrou

the unq lnd unon‘t ™mn bot#nn the ¢
rockl wors blum trom tha lido of tlﬂe n
hl.ulog fato the dpp by the lfuge mchiury,
high encugh dirt was piled o tap and bef
nntu to the outuder the dn would look to

.ed nmy or ﬂirt.




" the ditch and moved into plage by large

A
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A reilroed spur was built from Verdigris near

' Tulss, where the tiling was manufactuned, to the Dem

site 2¢ Spninl". It was bu}lt parallel with the.water
difch', and the filiﬁg was unloaded from \the cars info
chinery.

The tiling was 6 feet in diameter, made of\ concrete

\Qi each joint fit into each other so olosely thet

er would not lesk through. ' )

- The tiling ecroas Orand River was the }.a ¢t to be

placed, oonneo'tfzig end finishing the 1line thet\had

been laid from either ond. A low water brmge ay |

built across Girend River and the tiling d\mped onm

the cars right into the water. The ditoh across

_rivar hnd besn dug do\vn to 8 rock bottou. The ground

on the east side of the river was h;gher thnn tho

wost side, which gseve the water. enougb foroe to c:rry
1t up out of the river bed on 1ta way to Tulsa. 'rnin

water runs by nt_tnral gravitation almost to Tulsa, .

. where & pump carries it on ta & high hill ocutside of

Tulsa where a water tower is located and where the

£

28
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water htiu\ a netural drop to all‘ptrtl of the city.
It 101 considered by far-one of the ﬁ.éut water ;yntom
{n the lfato. most of {ts watgr coﬁ;ng fron naﬁxral
springs. ‘ ‘

The oity of ‘mlaa paid $485 an acre for all the
~land covered b;ﬁ, t!ro lake. and 1f a ramr hed as much

.t

u one acre in the lake region they bought his entire
—allotment and in _thia wy t;:e city omns much of the
rugged land surrounding the lake, which is dsed :c;r
‘e park and recreation grcmd; |
. The.olty of Tulse .d1d not ha.vo mueh trouble in
' securing @ right-ot-‘way.rq’r the lake, Adbout one of the
hardest problems they had to deel w1th was Tom Wickliff,
& full blood Cherokes, whose wife had innerited the
" old homestead of her parents. They lived right in the
velley vheare the lake was to bde looatcd mlr Tom Just
couldn't see how he was to give up this nluable old
homeatead, even -for $85 an =ore, Tom had just Segn .
into troudble with the county, state , and United States

of ficera, causing the suthorities to make a treaty of

A
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peace with the Wickliff boys, after killing two United’

| SRS - SR

States Mershals, Ike Gilstrap and Henry Vhi-\'nn'd the .‘
oity bad to use stretegy in seouring hio/ eona'o\n %o
vacate his lond, They sent many of his friends to talk
to hinm and used Mlll thie strategy they i(naw on hinm Yefare
he finﬁlly éﬂe in énd moved out. He recéived $11,000
for his wife's place. ’

. A4ckliff went up on Lynch's prairie about thxs‘e
miles out ot: Spavinaw end bought the Cyrua Bell rann,‘

. . ‘- i
~ which was a much detter farm than the one he gave up

and went into the Hereford cattle business. He remodel-

6 the House and built a fine new modern barn, had &

good ox;chard and is living easy yet at his new hono.
I worked tor bim a while aho-rtly &rter he moved, and

can say that he haa 8 modol 11ttle form, that eny

" white mpn would be ,roua ot. He had s chute built to
his bern loft and would run his show o@ttieéni) in his

barn loft during fl; timé and always took the best of

cars of them. He cslled them his' show ocattle and would -

take them to the éounty fairs.

———— et i -
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The city of Tulsa had troudle with the first
auperu}tendont they hired to build the Spavinaw Dam,
Tuey ploed $5,000 to his oredit to make the first

. pay-day pament,' tut when pay-dey ceme he was gone ¥
end so was the $5,000. After thet a new superintend-
out was hired but the pey ohscks were sent direot |
to the workers, through the mail from Tulse. Stréng
hrd the nearest b(x‘xk;md the qity deposited money
there to pay the checks, i' ’

' , ;srthur Carnes was the ;nhior of the Strang ~luni:,’

wbich was eight miles from Spavinaw, and to save the
hands time and delay,be sud his wife would get in
thelr cer avery two weeks, bring a sack of monsy and

take up the checks at Smvinaw., They had been ¢!o.ins~ \

" this for about two years and had reached the lsst pay-

day without being hi-jacked. Mos$ of the workers had

Grend River were due a pay-day. To be exaot Carnes

beea let go end only encugh men to ldy the tile moross

1,300 in his sack and was on the roed to Spavinmaw
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the méuth of Spavinaw Oreek and made him and his wife
crewl through a wire fence; then took his money ssok

and car and drove away and loflt them and have never

been heard.of since then.  Two weeks lster a man cut .
hunting» in the hills fonnd the car, & new Studebdaker,

. henging over the aide of a-cliff where the hi jaokers\
had jumped 1t off the cliff and left it. Tha car wn
found ebout tws miles from the soene of the robdbhery and ,
they found 'here the robbera hld hitohod a two-wheel

LY

cart and one horla thore until they returnad to get
tham. ¥hen ‘this was dio:onrod ruidonta of Strang call-
ed to memory seeing two stnngera pau through Strang

the morning of the robdery, but no one has ever sesn

them since. L

0
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