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Journalist, Rffie £. Jackson,
’ Pebruary 88, 1938.
Interview with' Joseph.Bruner,
Sepulpa, Oklshoms,
President of the American
Federetion of Indiens.

. - My hother;a peoﬁle were full blood Creeks of the‘
Looha-pa-.go 'Talaaee/m ff'mlily from Alabama. They belonged
to the Anti-tr;aty Party. My mother, lLucy, was born et
Little Rock, Arkensas, in 1832. Her people were being

p J
brought with the second emigration. She was born on the

way. This "town" of Creeks settled in the valley slong g
the north side of the Arkansas Ri.vm"c ;lhere Tulse is today.
Thiz "fown" extended to the Big Bird (mswa-'rnlocéo)
aef\lemtnt wﬁm Send Sprimgs is now.

My mother ;tqla me Xow they bm\;\ght the old traditional
nemes and cust&ns with them. Because they settled alo:ig
the bﬁnka of the river they called fhe location "Tul sey-
Lochapaka "(I‘.uchapago); "Tulsey"” meaning town end Luchapego
im'oening "Turtling place,"” therefong "town of the turtling-

place” Arkansas River.

The legend goes that they actually dbrought the sacred

fire to their neiheerth-and home. They possibly brought
o .
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the ashes as aymbolicael of the tribal fire. I do know
that my mother's people founded the 0ld "Busk ground"
neer the "cSGncil tree.” This tree stil%/;&énde on its
stately location on the grounds of the Charles B. Peter's
ho&o, 18th and Cheyenne- Tulsa, Oklahoms.

There the annual green corn dance was held around

o .

the seacred fire. Those festivils were my first memories.

— NS

No high school 2r college boy pleys football todai eny
herder them I trained myself for the competitive basoball
" " games of my day. I still have the breach clout I wore
and my scarred ball sticks. It wasn't onl; the ball sticks
' that were scarred but our heads; ye’played a fierce and
viocious game and were proud of the scars we carried awmay.
{(Mr. Bruner proudly displayed the scers on his head &nd
face-marks of dravery ‘of bygone days-EJ)I lived up to
the stenderd both of the traditiog of the game us it was
t0ld mk and the method of playing i£ that I witnessed from
earliest boyheod.

To go back to my mother's story. Archie Yahols was
their first chief after their settlement here. Re is

buried in en unknown place near the center of present Tulsa,

Che-yaha was next chief, then Tulsey Fixico, captain of the
N ‘ ,
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Indien Home' Cuards who was killed durgng the Civg} War.

fhen the Civil dar dbroke ocut =y people joined Opuithli-
yahole (Anti-treaty) who joined the Federal side.

When hia/gorcoa met the Confederates at Hoﬁipy Falls ~

and Bird Croekithe whole Lucha-pago settlement joined him,
‘the mb; tfghting bravaly; Yhe women on horseback teking
8ll the earthly'poaaeaaiona they could with the . After /
the battle of Bird Creek the mad flight north began. I |
have heard my mother tell of that flight. To coaprehend ' /
1t you must beer in mind that Oputthlt-Yahola was taking /
a1l of his followers with him, women, children and even

the aged and sick., It was slmost like another "Trail of
Tears.” The women angﬂghildren fled in advanoe under ' /
orders, the soldiers wers to follow. Kansas was to be

their déstinstion. In faot, Leroy, Kensas, beoemé their
cemp and hame until after the wer. Opui thli-Yeh-la gave

the Federsl Govermment a thoussnd sble-bodied men. Among ,g
them was ry mother's first husbrnd, who wes killed in /
battle.
- Some po¥sona1 stories my mother told me of the rlight

‘might be of interest. Mary Hutpa, a Kesihta, an aunt of
}
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the present l{rs. Liszie Sapulpa (widow of Jim Sepulpe)
had been intrusted with a bag of gold belonging to‘Spcpogee,
lesder of the Kasihtas. Knowing thot Mary was in the
advence flight v'nhih,s he had to stay to fight, old Spocogee
thought she would dbe able to save his dag of gold. The
flight was sudden. In their fright the women thiew aray
everything but thleir mos ¢ prized posezessions; their haste
“could not.be encumbered with anything that seemsd unnecessary.
" So Mory threw swoy the dag of gold and kept her pmcions
turtle shells, for these were her main sdormment in their
tridal dances. | When Spocoge? found he had lost his gold
they s8i1d he tried to swear in white msn's words, his anger
was 80 great. As for Mary she made her turtle shell bands
help her. She was paid to give her Indian dances in the
Kansas cax'np} hen Mary died she left the shell ornsments
to Lizzie Sapulpa. [ went to buy them but Lizzie had
slready sold them for $£5.00. I have been trying to trace
the o’wmr of those chells ever sincs. They eontinue to
change ownership.

After the war was over the Luoha;pa-go psople returned ‘

to their "Tulsey-towa" to find everything in ruins. It
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wes at tils time that my mother msrried \Joha Bruner.

I knew very little of my f;ther'\a .;;eople until 1893.

At that time I wac & member of the Hou:e of Kings in
Okmulgee, end there met an 0ld ex-slave name Payro;
He was & member from one of the three negro t\bwne of the
Creek Netion. +#hen he hear& my neme o l;d he came aver
and told me that he had bee_n my grandfather's slave and
had eome to this country with him. Payro ssid my grend-
fether's name was Georgt; and that they had been landed
people in Alsbama. After the appsarance of e megazine
article laat Octodber giving my bilogrsphy; I received a.
latter from a woman in Alebema asking me ir~I vas eny
reletion of Joe Brurer, an serly day wealthy Creek Indiaﬁ
lend owner in Alsbama., I am sure from what 2ayTo said"
that this Joe Bruner must have beex a broti:ar of my
grandfather, and I was given the family name, 3’00.

, My grandfether had four scms, Rider, Daniel, John
‘(my fether) and George.. He settled near Fort Gibson

and aef'ter his death o0ld Payro r‘czpained fajthful to the
boys. George Bruner wés. captured by the South and ,heid

a prisoner during the war. His son, Billy Brunér, older

8
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than I antis ;till living at S;snna, I believe. After my
mother's marriage to John Bruner tho# lived in a log
)}ouso about three blocks southwest of the present post office
Tulaa. 'Ihero I vas bom 1n 18‘78.[ I bad an older brother
-ho died -hen he was rour. #hen I w?a very young w parents
nauq two and a halr miles southnat of what is nov Red Fork.

They lind there ultil ny father's doath )no\I was aix yeers

v
v

old, then my mother moved up to the old Bruner land on Roek

Creek, six miles northwest of the p}qaant tomn of Sapulpa,
de lived at what ‘taa called "Chissum's Crossing” on

Rock Creek: this was the old mail route going gortheast from

the Sac snd Fox Agency. She had sort of an #mn a\nd fed the

post riders. It was at this time, about 1880, thet Mother

married Tlmla Yfe, Yho ls atill living one mile west of

Sapulpa and\\is the hushand of Serah Sapulps, daughter of

"old Sapulpa.” In later years ay mother and Timmie Fifs ware
\divqrood. My \g‘reatest thrill as a' boy was my memory of the
man-hunt conduated by 014 Tiger Bomes, Timmie Fife end Jim
Sapulpe in guiding United States soldiers to the hideout of

' !

a group of ‘outlavw murderers. \
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I went to school at W;alah Mission from 1884 to 1838.
14lah D. Lindsey was matrom there at that time. Trom 1883 to
TIB90-I attended the Baptist Irdlan University, now B-;:qgo.

During 1891 and '92 I hs=d my flimg es & cow-puncher oz the
Turkey Trasck Rench. This ranch gbnr.'d thousands of acrﬁ!
it was' a strip twenty miles wide extending north-from the
North Pork of the Cansdian to the Cimarrom. This was the Sac
and Yox Territory; the pmagnt 'loéation of Cushing was our
" headquarters.

In 1893, I,mr;'ied Margaret Dart of ‘Kansas, vhite, one-

sixtesnth Shawnes. I heve one daughter, Joesphine, married =

to Anthony Baltese, & Pottavatomie. They live &t Fart

Defiance, Ohio, whers Mr, Baltese has governmeat mipervision

over the Navajoes. Siné_o ny marriage I have lived the grgate;
part of tha time on the 0ld Brumer allotan;nt on Rook Cresk,
vhere my mother lived.

I was elected a member of the House of Kings (1368-
1900) from Incha-po-ga‘ towm and since that ﬁ. until the
present have deen a member of the House of Warxriora.’ in
1934, June 8, I was instrumental in organizing the American
Federation Of Indiems im ¥ashingtom, D. C. A gemersl conves-

tion was held at Gallup, New Mexico, August 29-29,1934,when
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& parmsasat orgaaization was formed, I was 4rafted as

preeideat axd have remsined aa president ever sines.

| The Ameriean Federstion of Indians met in Selt Lake City
1ast your and will meet in Tulss this year in August,
1938. . ae s S

The objeet of the Federation is to reise the
standard of Indian life to shov the progress of the
Indian. \ The Jederation meeting is not held ?t the
seme time ss the Dxposition Dessuss the Ixr.eiwuon is
gives t00 mwsh $0 exploitation and to ecommercializing
tbm-udindutrinofthmimmbu..' It is
retrogression emphasizing costames and sustoms whieh
progressive Indians have laid sside. Ve wmaxt to step
forward not baskward,

Yes, I knew "cld Sspulps.” 5s wes nsver & ehief
but sometines wes sslled tiat as & nicknmms. Ne had no
other name dut "Sapulpa.® Legeads desr to ths heart of ,§
the Indisn swrrownd his esrly crphes 1ifS iR Alsbeme
and Florida. Mﬁoﬁoﬂ“hto}-dh.foa‘htm
whites savagely and swsesssfully (that is they eould mot
rea hin dowa.) There may have been some fasts ts
kis fair-breadth essspes sxd plunder stories. He eajeyed
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telling them. That ho was shrewd is showa by his business

. - .
ability in handling his early irading store and making himself

ea cutstanding lesder émong his people. I remember golng
"$o the -t.m vhen I mi 2 boy. It was about.a mile and a
half;sauthu&t of“the present postoffice in Sapulm .

'I knew the old méon road from Nealaka; {t rspn in froant
.of Sem Brown's n'tore, across Grube Childers' ferry on the
Arkensas a quarter of a mile north ot' fealaka Mission, on to
the 0ld tomm of Frye, Robert Frye'sold treding post, four
miles north of Bixdy on up the river by the 0ld "busk groumd”
aroumnd. the bend about where the Third Street viaduct is today,
Qn elong the river to the Adsm's settlement (Sand Springs)
only tncar the springs, following river valley north (of present
Sand Sprimgs) to the Bind Creek (Fuswo-Thlooco) settlement-
~ on through what is W.}d.n today, the Sortie Gooden place-to
the land of the (;snpa.

One place I n;mnbcr that was of aspc:lf:l interest to
me. It was the firat stare I ever kmew. It was where the.
- 014 Charley Fage house {s todey by the Third Street visduot
(on Sand Springs road). This was the old Josiah Perrymmnm store,
thgz‘ \ﬁrst atore in Tulsa, estadbliskhed as an Indian tradimg

point long befare the reilrgad came to Tulsa. After the reil-

vA
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road came Perryman moved down t> ¥ i{n at ¥First, southwest

corner. a

A 2

(Lincoln Postosk, D. 0. Gillis and Joe Bruner nre

the only three people I have found who vouch for & store

'g;t this locstion on the old rkansas River roed to what

the lower part of the valley between Frye and the "dburkin

ground."” K. J., Journelist.)
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