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l.'.rs. l.ora Lorrin,
Field Worker.

An Interview with V.r. A. G. Burger,
50C East Wade, El Reno, Oklahoma.

A. G. Burger was bom in Pennsylvania*) seventy-one

years ago, on February 3, 18t t . ! : is father ras e fanner

and he was bom on a farm.

He caue to El Reno, June 1 7 , T9tl, ond was .here for

the drawing when the ''iowa and Cor.anche country was opened

for settlement. Tike so r.any others, he was attrected -to

this oun t ry on account of the poss ibi l i ty of drawing a

c]aini. He was unsuccess;ul, however, drawing a number that

he said was so&e ocd-hundred: 76,^00 end he has forgotten

the exact nu:.ber.

In describing tne train he car.e in on, he stated that

there wasn't any standing room in" the a i s l e s , on the p la t -

form r̂ on the roof >f the train,, and thet train^oad af ter

tr&inload arrived^crowded to the l iuii t .

"e was successful in getting vor:< at the Jackson Bakery,

which was located in the leC bloc -̂- on Hoc": Island St ree t ,

abDut where the south half .of the Citizens ..ationa"1 Bank i s

now located.

:iis wife and children ca-.e frora %lathe, Kansas, the i r

fortfier houe, and joined hin. in August. They obtained two

rooms in the 100 block on .orth Koff Street . The rooms were
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small and inconvenie.it, anjrthe rental price was $8.00

per month. They had brought some of the i r own furniture

so they were be t te r off than r̂ any who -cane and, could find

no place to ^ ive other then camping out in .the open. The

Burgers rented thei r rooms'fron a f rs . , Perry. While "living

there a hard raijx caiue up end sin-ply drenched the i r kitchen.

He said there was a wij d scramble to get the furniture in

pieces thvt were dry ernurh so that i t would not be ruined. >

After paying their rent end expenses of a r r iva l , they"just had

$50.00 l e f t to pa on.
and s-art'lin- j o i n t s . /

! r . Burger s tated there were eating jo in t s / a l l over the

piece, running full bles't . There wes one eating place 8t

the corner of RusseU and Hock Island St ree t , that so"1 d fried

chic en. I t was a covered wagon the.t had b'en turned into a

restaurant . They fastened the wagon cover up on one side,
/

had a stove ia i t en4 would fryvthe chicke *nd pass i t out

at the side of the •wagon. They would a^ow one s l i ce of

bread' with one quarter of a chic! ea for th i r ty /cen t s and they

did a "land o. ' : ice" business es. they would sel l these small

portions of fried chicken as fast as they could h&i.o, them out .

: r . Burger said that he was luckier tha'n :.ost of the

other bakers along about t h t t time, as soLie of them did not

have any rooms to sleep in and had to sleep, in tlfe yard of
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the ^fld Irving school house, where the drawing weys held.
/ /

•Ke also stated that when y fa lay dowt/to sleep and
/ /

failed to put your hat on your chest end put/y.-'ur hand >

on i t end kee*p i t there, you'd we're up without, any hat,

as the light fingered gentry was present el ">ng with more

honest Moneers. ~

*" Often they worked aM night 1-o^g at the bD-ery,

during the time of the drawing, and whe -.orrang cer;e

there would not be a loaf of breed or anything else to

show for their hard night 's woi*', everything being sold

out slicx tnd clean. At the Jackson's Be'^ry they ĥad a

pie baher who always r.arkec his pies W t h e t- ;>- "T M?

or> top of them. tf*en as ec what i t ..ear.t he rep1 ifd tntft

i t i..ean'c "Tis Mince" or"?eint ' ince". An episode occurred

that i l 'us t ra ted the idea very n ic^y mat T. *. "ight

be either 'Tis M.r.ce or "Taint Lince" . n big Indian CLKQ

l". one day tnc walre- U.J tj tf.e pie cou.-.ter &nd said, nIe

want ur& pie". • .'he clerk or taker as.<ee hir. what kinc M"

pie he wanted, t:nd he s&io, "Me want un. irir.ce". Then he

said, "I,:e eet uiu here", ii.dicetins *.he"t he went c to eat

in the oakery but they would n^t l e t bin do that as1 i t was

aetdnst tneir p i ' icy to "̂ et «he shop be used as en esti'ng

^ e c e . They gfve hir.. one of the pies :ark^c "T. ' rt. and

put i t in a stck for him. Pe went just tutside :he door,
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pulled i t out of the sack, end took a big bite oat of

i t . -li-iras a Juicy cherry pio. / e " c « : e back in end

said, "Mnce iel re11!1*, end alanred i t down on the

fl^or, end turned end ate1 ed ju t , leaving ther<. to clean

ap the awful r^ess of the 'Tis uiuce' or 'Taint :dnce p ie 1 .

Mr.- ^urger sfiC that you c^ald se11 enythinp that

was eatable. obody was a t . a l 1 fest ioious.

'^J$s*~ Ferrer, of-Cerrer'« Bavery, ordered fifteen

hundred ""oaves ->f breed fror the. Smith Balce ".r.op of - -

Tansas City ana when th is order ctr.e i t *es not f̂ *>d and

.'r. re r rer turned i t dovai. ) r . "eckson then boug; t sev'-r.-,

hundred 1oaves of i t end" the -<oc/:- Island Express :-ut the

•63t of i t on a ney recv enc drove up oc-- IsHnd s t r ee t ,

dom 'ic'-cford "trt-et, end then went ^trt bf the way down

on Choctaw, se'lin^r i t for rive cents k loei \ (th^y had

no ten cent breed then, a:.c be >re they fot to the enti of

L U J t won > v i c e v i * ^ a b o i l ^ JT«c • JT» % flv S v l i ^ ^ *(^ vi^.U*- 1 6I
se^Mng i.'is sevc.. hundred loaves , i-t was sone al . : s t "before

they knew. i t . The l a s t loa* of i t :.&_ c t t e : : : «-hed T i a t ,

so tha t i t was only * b . j t tn i .c r t - r th ic- ' . A mar.

c i s e ' i n the'Sbs'-ar:.' a..f L-ICC to buy a lO8f of b^ee i . >'p.

7ecks3n reacnod up end p_xt tha t trashed loaf ( i t was the,

only breec in *he be-rery then) ?f bread and slammed i t on
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the counter end seid, "There you ere". The man turned

up his nose at i t and seid, nI don't want that" . Mr.

Jackson sa ic , "Al1 r i fh t , son.etody else wi l l" , and he

slaioned i t back on the shell". Just-at t h t t instent a

man rushed in and said, "Give ue that bread", ar.d so .

the sale was r a r e . •*

In the 100.block there is a we1,1 that y,ou can' t

pump dry, end d'arii.g the drawing they s ^ d weter frot* .'

this we'll f ?r stock at ten ce:.ts a buc'--£t;-

The Post Office was "located ,"t. tht t tii.e ^n look ~

Island Street , in the 100 block. Th$re we're booths to-

te^e care of the- .^i l of the thousands" of people who were

herAe for the drawing. ? r . Burger seid th t t there were

four and sorneti/ es five'^or.f. •> ines or people waiting

constantly for their turn to\vet their rail. 'The.Post

Q'Ciick was k6pt jpen-ell r.ig:.t lo-g, never closed daring

• t * /

the ;rashv-' The oeople would re t t i rec •> s t t cir.f tn

i.A woula s i t dow.. n̂ the edge-of tne curbing,lie .

k on the sidewal.-r end $e t? slee- , soiietimqs losing

tiieir piece in the l i n e .
/ <•

There were no trees then except- th.e f̂ w /that 'grew

.along the Canadian River. El Reno's beautiful trees- have

aV been planted since i t s founding.
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r« Bugger says that the crowd was as peaceful

• during the« opening as any crowd he ever saw of that

s ize . Even so there were^ pickpockets present and some

of the stands were high jacked.

l!r. Burger worked on salary until he purchased

- the Gerrer 's Bakery in 1913. Re did not purchase th,e

building i t was housed in until K K , I t has since

been known as the Burgers Bakery. Kis son, Charles

G. Burger, bought his fa ther ' s in teres t in the bakery in

J)ily, 1951. They call their bread "Mothers Bread". I t

was originally called nKo-Kalt", but the name was changed
t

by his two boys, Charles and Chet Burger.

V.r, Burger said that he never :-i&de any personal

.Jrienjds â aoBg the Indians hut that they were si ways good

f customera ill those early days,^as well jSa at the present

* t ine , Kis Indian customers were mostly among the Cheyenne
i

f *

and Arapaho Indians, thet being the tribes thet are cared

for at the Concho Agency, but of course there were others.


