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3URGER, A.'G. INTERVIEW. 4204,
-8 -
. Form A~(S=-149)
} BIOGRAPHY FO Qo0
;r WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION .
! Indian-Pioneer iistory Project for Oklahoma
Field Worker's nane Yrg. Nore Ilorrin
This revort made on (date) May 27, 193 o
1, Neamne Mr. A. G. Burger.
2., Post Offi:e Address E1 Reno, Ok14ghoma.
3, Residence address (or locatinn')' £QC Bast Vade.
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month ___ PFedbruery | Day _ 3 _ Tear _ 1866,
B, Plase'-of birth . Onxa ferm|in Pennsgylvania. -
5, Name of Father John Burger Place of birth W,
/ . Penngylveanie.
Otler infermetion about father _ Dled April 2¢, 1913,

b. Neme of hother Sugen Burger Plece of birth Penpsylvenis.
0t er : formation about mothér _Died Dece-ber 22, (Yeer unknown ),
otes or complete narrative by the field wcrker dealing with the life and
tory of the person interviewed, R€fey to ianual for suggestegl sut jects
d questions, Continue on bldgnk sheets if necessery and attach fiymly to

his form. Number of sheets attuched ! e




BJRGER, A. G.  INTERVIEW. 4204, NP
l.rs. l.ora Lorrin, ) P
Fleld Worker.

An Interview wiih Mr. 4. G. Burger,

€0C Rast Wede, El1 Reno, Cklahoma.

A. G. Barger was born in Pénnsylvahia} gseventy-one
yeers ago, on February ¢, 18ut, Uis father ves & {armer
end he was born on & ferm.

He cai.e to E1 Reno, June 17, 19@1, agd’was_here %or
the draw{ng when the “iowse end Corenche country wes opened
for sett1e§fnt. Tike so r.sny others, he was attrec£ed-to
this ¢suntry on account of the possibiTity of drawing e |
c]éim. He was unsuccess:ul, however, draéing & number thet
_he seld was sone ocd-hundred: 76,000 end he has forgotten
the exact.nunber: |

In deé;rxbing tne train he.can;Ain on, he stated that
there wasn't any étanding room in the aisles,‘on the plat;
form 'T on the roof »f the train, and thet treig’oad after
treinload errived crowdcd to the liuit.

Ve was successful in getting vork at the Jeckson Bekery,
vhich was locuted in the 1.C bSloc on Roe: Islend Street,
about where the sodth half .of the Citizens ..ationa' Banx is

=N

naw located.

»

:ilg wife and children ce e fron ‘lathe, Xansaes, their

former howe, &nd joined him in Auéﬁgg. They obteined two

roors in the 100 block or .orth Hoff Street. The roors were

-
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smgll and inconvenie.t, end the rentsl orice was‘se.oo'

4 )
ught some of their own furniture --

& e .’:JS*:- e 4.\‘,(,;/,

r off than rany who came and. could find

per month. They had

80 they were be}

."'J

no place to ive othcr than camping out in ,the ¢open. The
Bﬁrgers renied their rooms fror. s ! rs. Perry. while 7iving'
there & hard rain cane un and si p]y drenched their kitchen,
He seid there wss & wild scrq&ble to get the furniture in
pleces thst were dry enaurh.éo thet it would not be ruined, ~#

After paying their rent end expenses of arrivel, they just had
$30.00 left to go on. , ' /////
: and sarhlin- joints, ///

'r, Burger stated there were eating Joints/al1 over ‘the

-

plece, Tu.ning full blagt. There wes one eating plsce &t
the corner of Rrussell dhd Rock Islend Stréet, that so'd fried
chic-en., It was a cajéred wagon thet had bren turned into a

restaurant. They:fastened the wagon cover up on one side,
/ - . s
had & stove ian it en¢ would fry the chicke .nd pass it out

—

at the sice of the wégon. They would al''ow one slice of
p five
bresd with one ouarter of 8 chicl en for thlrty/cents snd they

did s "1and‘o::ice‘-bdsiness es, they would sell these small
port{%ns of fried chicken e&s fast as they could hs&:a them out,

:T. Burger sei¢ that he was luckier thén nost of the

other barers aloﬁg about they tlme, as soue of them ¢id not
) 3

Leve any rooms to sleep in and had to sleen'1n the yard of

/
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d Irving school house, where the draf}ng wgﬁ'held.

-Ee also stated thaet when y.u lay doip/to ?{;ep and
failed to put your hat Bn your chest end/pugfgnur hand .
, :

on it snd kedp it there, you'd wa':e 96 witéaut.any het,
as the 1ight fingered gentry wes pvésent/a1)ng ¥ith more
honest ~ioneers. =

( Often they worxed el night \ng at the be-ery,
during the‘time >f the drawing, and whe -.oraing cene
there would not be & loaf of breasc or anything else to
show for their herd night's work, everything being sold
>ut slicx end clesm. At the Jeckson's Bevery they hsd a
plie baler th el ways :.arkec¢ his 5ies w'th & t:¢ "T MY
on, top of them..ﬂ'en as ec whet it ..eert he replied tnst
1t Leent "Pis Mince" or"Teint ~ince". An eplsode occurred
that iT‘uét?ated the iéeq very nige}y that 7. 1. "ignt
be either "Pis M.nce ' or "Teint lince . = big Indizn cime
17 one day +nc wal-e. uy to the rie counter end ser1d, Me
went um pie™. .. he clerk or tsker as<ec¢ hir. what kinc »f
Jie ?e wanted, ené he sai;, "Me want un irir.ce", Then he
ss1c¢, "l'e eet uww here", indiceting <het he went ¢ to est
in the parery but they woGld n-t {et bin do'tﬁai as 1t was
aea{nst tneir piicy to Tet the Sﬁop be used as en esting

plece. They geve nir. ore of the pies :arkec "T. ' ". end

put it in & seck for him. Fe went just ‘utside :he d-on,

~
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pulled it out of the sack, &nd took a big bite out of

.

it., _It-was & Juicy'cnerry pie. n”e”ca:e'back in end

sald, "Hincé -ie:_Ye”!“, end sglarrTed it down on the
flror, &nd ?urned end ste' ed out, leeving them’to clean
ap the awful reas of the '"Tis ziuce' or 'Teint :ince.pie'.

Mr. Surger s:ic that you c-ild se'’ enytiing thet
. \
was eatabdble. obody was at_sell festicious.

7
/

" Mre Cerrer, of- Cerrer's Bsvery, ordered fiftee:,

e
hundreé ‘oeves H>f breed fror the Suith Raxe ~"rop of - .

"

vansaes City ena when this order cere 1t wes not g~»d and

! r. Cerrer turnec¢ it down., ! r. ‘ackson then boug:t seven:

huadr=d Yoaves of 1t &nd’ the -oci lglernd Express rut the

,

-est of it on & ney recv &nc drove up oc- Islend Street,

down ‘cxtord “treet, end then went ‘urt 3 the way down

on Choctew, se’ling it for Tive cents & loef, (they had

n.o teit cent breed then, &.c te' 're tney iot t> the end of

hoctaw treet it whs s&ll #one. T, Jec-saisd no troubtle

"

se’'ing 1is seve.. hundred loaves, it wes gone al.:zst tef-re

they xnew it., The lest los® of it Le. cstte: ' --hed Tist,

-~

g0 thet it was oaly ¢% . at en it .c - *-2 thicgr., 4 men

»

<-1¢C to tuy & loef of breed. ¥r.

[R7)

c13e’in theyba™ary a.

Jackson reacted up enc .t thst rashed Toaf (it wes the,

_ only breec in *he bteXerv then) ~f breaé &nd slamwed it on

230
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the counter end seid, "There you ere". The men turned

4

up kis nose st it and sedd, "I don't want that". Mr.
Jackson sail, "AlY right, sonelody else vill", and he
slammed it beck on the shelf, Jusgt.at thet instent a

men rushed in end seid, "Cive we that bread”, snd so .

A

the gele wasg reare.
In the 100.block there is & well that ou can't

punp dry, end during the crewine they s>Vd weter frot:’
- ‘ . 2

* .-
this well for stock et _ten ce:its & dbucket:.

The Post Office was located ~t. thit tie 2n 00K -

?

Island Street, ia the 100 dlock. Thére.wére bsoths to:
4

texe care of the.n#1l of “the thdusands of people who were

yo, -

/ .. .
here for tte drawing. ! r. Burger seid thet there were

four end sometif es five ‘off. lines of peop's weiting

-
>

_ coustantly fo thelr tura to'vet their meil. The Post

/ A . . .
"" ! Ao, ¢ . L. .,
031178 was <gpb open -ell niglt log, never closed durisg
N S : . .
the frush. The ceople would get tirec 5 ste cing in
el .
L S

.
s

liwq/é;é woulc’sit dow.. o> the edge.ef tne cuirping,lise
7 .

. ‘ . . .
.88tk on the sidewsls end go t> slee, soretimgs losing
v . . 7

<

“

their Plece {n the line.
i .
'/ There were no trees ther except the f®w thet ‘grew

0 [

J . - .
[along the Cenadian River. E! Renp's besutifyl trees have

al' been planted since its founding.

.

e
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Nr. Bunfer says thet the crowd was as peaceful |

* during the opening as any crowd he- ever saw of that _

-

size. Even so there werg)pickpockeis present and some
i

Yl ew
’

of the stan;a were Nigh jecked. .
Lr. Burger worked on selery until he purchaseé

. the Gerrer's Bakery in 1913, He d4id not purchese the
Suilding it wes housed in urtil 191¢, It has since
béen knovn as the Burgers Bekery. FKEis son, Chér]es
G. Burger, bought his fatﬁer's {ntereétbin the bekery in
Jply, 1931. They call their breed "Nothers Bread"., It
was originally called "Ko-Mait", but the naée was changed
by his tyépboys, Charles and Chet Burger.

Nr. Burger said thet he never :ade any personal

dﬁgrieggs amogg the Indians hut that they were slways good
oy B

E{‘customere if “those earIy days&yas well pa at the present
. ’g' ‘ l
* ¢ine, His Indisn customers were nostly among the Cheyenme
end Arapaho Indians, thet being the tribes thet are cared

-~

for at the Concho Agency, but of course there were others.

*?



