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INTERVIEW WITh GEORGE W. BURRIS
Ada, Oklahoma. Born November

26,1872,Old Stonewall, Chickasaw
Nation. Indian T e r r i t o r y , •

F a t h e r ' s name Colbert A. Bur r i s
Born Miss i s s ipp i .
Mother 's name Laura A . Bradley
Born Missouri .

I was born November 26, 1872, a t Old Stonev/all,

Indian T e r r i t o r y Chickasaw Kation.

My f a t h e r , Calbert A. Burr i s , a fullblood Chickasaw

Indian, h i s Indian name, was "Ashalatubby," cams to the

Indian Te r r i t o ry from Miss i s s ipp i in 1837; he l ived in

the Chickasaw Nation u n t i l h i s death in 1907. My fa ther

was present a t a council meeting in Fort Smith, Arkansas,

in 1866 when the Treaty of 1866 was signed between the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians .

My mother v.as born in Missouri,and she l e f t Missouri

with her f a the r and mother on t h e i r way to Texas; they

were c ross ing the Indian T e r r i t o r y near Boggy Depot, in

1864, when her mother became i l l and d ied . I t was t he re

that my fa the r met and -married my mother.

Boggy Depot was a t rad ing post for the Choctaw

and Chickasaw Indian.



BLJRR1S, GEORflE W. INTERVIEW .

My fa the r was a farmer and stock r a i s e r , and he was

a Methodist Preacher. Re preached in the Chickasaw language.

Soon a f t e r my f a t h e r cams to the Indian T e r r i t o r y ,

the government es tab l i shed Fort - a s h i t a , located in what

i s now Johnson County, 12 miles southeast of Tishomingo.

The government es tab l i shed t h i s fo r t agains t the h o s t i l e

Indians from, the west par t of t he T e r r i t o r y . One of the

old bui ldings s t i l l s tands to-day, and has been made into

a home and i s used by Charley Colber t . Mr. Colbert

claims you can hear ghosts t he re a t n igh t .

Tnere i s an old cemetery a t Old Stonewall t ha t v:as

s t a r t ed during the C iv i l >Var.

Ky fa the r was Captain of tne Chickasaw M i l i t i a

during the c i v i l ' w a r , and in a b a t t l e a- few miles north

of Old Stonewall, he was wounded.

Frank ESyrd es tab l i shed a mi l l about 12 miles south

and eas t of Ada. I have ca r r i ed corn to t h i s mil l when 1

was a small boy, I remember one time I was on my way to

t h i s m i l l , and 1 was r i d i n g an old work horse and had my

sack of corn l a id across t h i s old h o r s e ' s back in f ront

of me» As I was c ross ing a small creek, the s&ck of corn

f e l l off. I had to wait several hours unt.il a man came

along and helped me get the sack of corn back on the horse .
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In 1899, I formed a partnership in law with Mr. </.F.

Bourland, at Tishomingo, Indian Territory, for general

legal practices; v/e built up an extensive practice. In

1908 Mr, Bourland and -*• dissolved partnerships, and I

moved to Stonewall where 1 engaged in genera], practice

and served as City Attorney unti l 1922. I now live in

Ada, Oklahoma.


