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Interview w th Mr. and Mrs. stev;& Brunk
. /
- /

We grew up in Arimnsas going to the same school,

but Mr. Brunk got the roving spirit much sarlier than

I 4id, . . wvhen he mmh'rcm I would not listen,

#0 he cams out alono and it was nearly ten years before

I came out with my parents and setiled near tb.p present

tom of mgnm;whﬁn Mr. Brunk and his brother wore
nearer the river to the south, closer to the mresent
town Of ?ipton. It did not take long for Mr. Brimk
to £ind out that we J'pn' out here and to come up to
ses me asbout living in a hame .or my own with him, I
had refused to come West. with hs.n, but aince I was
hcm,n: nr not hard to persuad¢y that 1 <3ou‘J.e(ll lka:sp
house in a half dugout of my very own,a® help Mother
in hers.

Society. .

a , .
Sunday School and/social occasionally, with pic-

nick on thn Fourth of Jhly and fish fries were all

the public ptharingﬁn aver had.

In the summeyry, thes preaching was alnyn wder
the trees or in a grove,and no maktor what church
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(you.p anned to join the baptism vas usually by im -
/ moaxf}on. 1 h;ve.g)ne to a baptising when the candi-
tesfould all teke hands and wade Qut in the stream
" togsther.: Tne preacher v;ould g0 down the line
ducking them under the watar one at a /tim;s,‘and the
wiole line of a hundfed or more would have to wait
uxitil the laat one was ducked‘ for the -iaat pray\er
before they could wade out. o

When I was baptised the ice hed to be broken c;n“
—.t‘he water for us to be dipped. I think thers were
about forty baptised the day I was. '?ha weather
_ was 80 cold that '®s many as cm]:é’"p;l}/ix;to a hack
werefiriven out into the water.. ¥e ot out one at
a time and were baptised singly. 'As soon as one
" hack full was through those who had been baptised
were driven to the nearest housg to changes into dry

clothes, §here was a fire place and a big fire

roaring and we did not take cold. I do not remembér .

e |



341

J BRUNK, STEVE(MR. AND MRS.) INTERV IEW.. 8913,

< v

to have been cold at all, although my clothes were so /

/1 " frozen I could hardly get them off, they were so stiff. //
2 -
Mr. Brunk hed his lend and cattle before we w
_marrieds so 1 did not have as many ¢ the hardshifs of

pioneer life as the women /whwaé’compgnied their men
h - » N / /‘1/ %
folks whan they came.. Y /S
/ s Y E
Of course 1ivipg in a dugout was b byt I did
1 e /

/
-

not do that but ofie yeap. The very wr/rst hardship

was having to drink .:"/gyp"'water ouy/ of ‘a barrel.
. - / -

Thers was no’ water nearesr than a/mile and the water

had to hauled iﬁ bai;rele. 8 was no ice and
thaf:/r -rst‘summer I /thought I fould starl've for a good

/1'drink. ~ ™Gyp* wager is bad gnough at any t ims, but |
when it is fresl and cool from the well it is-not so
bad as when /:M{ has been in a barrel in the sun for

two or three days., We thrived on it,hpwever, for

we were seldom sick.

-
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»

Mr. Brunk said: When I was a;ybung buci, of
Aoourao I wanted to come Wesﬁ?%hougg I lived in
krkanaas,but the girls I was raised with would not
listen to any talk about this part of the country.
They thought only prairie dogs, ;1ld Indiqns and
outlaws lived in the RedRiver Country,so Brother’
Vand I came out aione. We came toAVernon, ‘exas,
6n the train, caught a wheat wagon and came on
north, We bought a horse and saadle apiece, hired
out-for a littie cow punching,anﬂgléoking around,

le
fiddled away about a year,/filed on a claim, dug

our hole in the ground,and want back to ;rkanqaa for ..
A .

a few houaoknepiné "&hings, and_ with a hope that maybe
some Oof the girls would listen when we talked now,
:for\we knew about the country rrom‘haiing lived in
it. But alas, we were doomed to bachelorhood from
necessity for~;nother five years:for our girls would

]
not listen and there were no extra girls out here in

.

tlose days.
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weather after your stock hunting, building fence
or going into the Indian country to st; 1 wood
and coming home to & cold bole in the ground and
having toﬂ maks a fire and cook a bite/to eat.

fhen we went back to Arkansas we got & new
Springfield wagon,loaded it with é bacheloxr" stove,
a bedstead, two chairs with hickory bark bottoms,
all the bedding that we -needed, irgn cooking vessels
and a chuck box so full &f home e#red meats, canned
 pre serves axxlljellioa; thet we hgri to taks the hind

' ‘ in order

gate of the wagon out and build the box out/to hold
all we brought backe WNe drove a three muls team.
One mule was hitched to the end of the tongue of
thLe wégon. and two back on ewch side of the wagon.
The extre mule hsd to be driven with rigged uplines,
80 we made them of cotton rope. Our outfit got us

here without getting stuck in the river or mud either.

-
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The quicksand was a hard problem for us first
ssttlers. You would drive up a stream and the water
would look so ahailow end clear you would £hink that
‘thc cfossing would be all right and you would‘driye
in when without warning, your nagon‘yhabla would go
down to the hubs and two or ﬁhree teams would not
be able to pull you ou@,;r the suction hap enad to
.be just right. . have héd-to take m& wagon to pieces
and take it out of the quicksand atﬁieco and a wheel
at a time. 1'have seen people leave their wagons in
the r'iv;r fof weeks at a tiue, before they could get_‘
thea out. [Y&u canmot prize theu oﬁt; you must dig
the sand Suf frém around thqmés

This lholg-c;untry ;qs cove;qh with gfass_%allaf

tian the head of a maen on horsedagk with bare spots
f

vhere prairie dogs had eéten'the #egptatiqn° It 1is
. I .
said that dog owls, prairie dogs,;and ;attlesnaksg .

all lived-in the same town and I #ave run g1l three
3
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o

into the aanﬁxq’ie,,bu\ whether tney really livad im

the ‘8ame holo /or not 1 \nevarcould maks' sure.

/

No matter where yo\x wanted %o for supplies

you always had to cross : Rivu;,and it waa always

a bad river. The first land’ I owned was twd’ miles .

thrae west of the‘present town or Altna.

I raised everything, Kar}ir corn, maize, Mllet
wheat, oats, rye/ ﬁn;,but no mtter what you had
?to sell, you hed to take it to vernon, oi‘ Quanah.

We always staye,d at the wagon yard and heated
-our food on the stove in tis wagon yard. Ve novar
thought of leaving our team. or of going to & hotel
to eat. Throe fourths of all the 2en in t.hat country
were baohelo‘rs from necessity, We all knew each
 other and each one was a‘luaye's ready to }}eip a man
across a.bad stream or to lend anything the other

fallow needed and did not have,
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ihe most fun we haﬁ was hunting. Thé;; were
plenty of polecats, cooﬁa, possums, skunks, squirrels,
deer, anteiépe, wild cagz, wolves and an occasional
%\bour and penther cat.,
The best hunting was over in the Indian Reserve-

4 Indiens

i

'tionvbut we always had to watch out for

, over there although we were rea ‘never molested but

weres always expacting t& scalpad fﬁ our blankets.
One night we want over into the Otter bottom to
huﬁt, having wifh us two men who had naﬁer.aeen a
coon. Poth ware verf'largp ‘men. We were sitting
around our campfgire when we heard the dogs give.
' tongus and we knew that they wews on a hot trail.
fe 1it out. I climbed the tree but still could not
shake him out. I told the boys to take the ax and’
out the longest pole they could‘rQnd. This big new

man pulled off his  overcoat and but bis ams into

-
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~ the a:j.aa‘vaa‘eo that the back of the coat was in the 7
front end he picked up ti§ skirt of the coat Liks
s wanan does hér/;;ron ;nd sedd, /jlzﬁ';ing to
catch thaﬁ coc?n and f?ﬁ)”‘f,*.“’ looks liks.™ Brother
handed me the pols, I put_my hat on the pole &nd
ad'{é'hcfg/it toward the coon., & coon does not like
the emell of man. T had to put thenat right into

/ ,l'i:l’s ’1'5_§e before he wouid jump. Sure enough, he

‘landed ?;gﬁt into the spread out' coat upsetting 2

th& .man who rei;l down on-top of the coon and the

dogs piled on the top of thé man. Sulcﬁ_aﬂ scramble

as we did han. ' The co;pn got ‘agay and jumped mtg
.the dc‘ep'e:&t, hole of water he &ould gst. ahead of the
dogs. A coon oan whip a t;ig peck or'dog's in the
water, for he ;;akaa pne dog at a time, He will Jump
up on the dog's head,taks hold of his esrs and dive

" for the i:o@tom of the water and stay until the dog‘ ‘

is dead. After losing a dog or two, we hit the codn
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on the head with our pole am finishechim. 4s ,
we were going on up the coreek,the big new man
in rz;ont, we mat a skunky The man stoppéd and
jumpad at the siunk, but the skunk just hoisted
hi;attil an;l came a spraying néht at him, The
AR . GAXM ‘.bagk,' .- to us, tollering, "Boys, Ihora
is a wild_b.at on wheels, I justiried to scare
iain aml}he Jx;st rolled himself into a ball and
came at ﬁgtnd my,what is that I amell?™
Yoy can ha‘va more fun hunting badgers than
~ most any other animal,‘they are so cunning. 'rhey
are not worth anything though. Pheir flesh is
not good and their hide is seldom good for. any-
thing. I do pot think they’do a;; harm except to .
_makn such big hole;,that if you 'are running your
_horse and he steps into a badger's hole there

»

‘is always a spilled xider and most usually a
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broksn leg for the horss.

’$

I would always rather go duck hunting at

night. You can see-the ducks in the sky on thp

dt}rkoat night/if you lmow how to loois.

When I took our son on his first duck hunt
I think he was about six years old. I hid him
on ons side of the stream in the‘gmaa and told
him to vatc;h and I would go on tae other sidg.
I shot a duck and he fell right heside the boy
where I had told him to hide in the grass. He
was;%x;ightenedthat it was a long time defore
'I could get him to go again.

Would you know how to get across a strsam
of water if you cames to ons that was tooc deep

»

to wade and youdid not know how to swim? Get

a big iron wagh pot and turn it over your head

and walk in and there will be enough air in the

<
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pot to do you until you get aomis and the water
vil’l‘not ocane up. into the pot more than an inch.

‘ II have been living in town for twenty-five.
yea?l and have lived on three different streets
in thmé different houses and each one Las been
numbered 509 , I have a standing offer to twenty-
five dollars to give to anyone ;h;: hes had a lik;/

experience. .
I still live o;r the proceeds of my farma,

Although I live in town in my comfortable brick

homs and sit by a gas fire and have running water

in the houss and a. m‘id_a'ir;to keep my water

-

cool, vwe ar; not as healthy as we .were when

wd drank out of cattla tracks in the mud- and from

a barrel at the house. .« .
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