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4

vield Worker's nemo [TS. ‘ora Lorrin, Kl Reno, Ckiahona

v .-
i3 report made on (date)__ deptember 17,1637, .193
*1,» Nae irs. Nnannie S. . Davis) Bruce.
‘. Post Office Addreas El Reno, Cklahorma .
2, Residence addross (or lucati o) 530 South Heno AVEDUS .
4o DATE OF BIRTH: Honth rebmary Da:- 18‘ Year 1878.

Place of birth nade Lounty Aisouri.

o — — oy —

s, Name of Father c¢hristopher u.Devis Place of birth [rdianAflov.29,1849,

Other informatian atoul J.thor ;31' snguat §, 193%.

", Nazme of Mother Marchai3owels Davis. Place of birth Dbade Gounty, Missouri.

j December 9, 1849
Ozher information 2.0ut wothef  pied July 1., 1385,

/

£ -
totes or camplete narrative bty the field worker dealing with the life and story
:{ the person interviewesd, Rarer to Manual for susgested subjects and questionse
-oatinue on blank sheets if nucesssry and attach firmly to this form. Number of
sneats attached .

*
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FIELD WORKER NORA LORRIN™
Indian-Plommer History S8-149
September 15, 1937.

INTZRVIEW WITH MRS. NAMNIE §. (DAVIS)BRUCE
Bl Reno, Oklahoma.

Mrs. Nannie S. (Davis) Bruce was born in Dade
'County, Missouri, February 13, 1878, iler rnﬁser,
Christopher Columbus Davis, was born in Indiaga.
November 2., 1349, He came to Oklahoma from lcPherson,
Kansas, Jjust 40 years ago. Mrs. Bruce's motﬁer, .
Martha (Bowels, pronounced Boles) Davis, was‘born
in Dades County, Missouri, December 9, 184g.

_ A peculiarity adbout the ages of this'fmmily,

who -3 the oldest .
was this-starting with the fatherfﬁeing born {n

November, 1343, his wife next in December Ll849.

The oldest c¢hild was born in January, the next

one in Febryary, the next one in March and the

last one in April. There were just four children,
three girls and one boy. The boy was born in March
but died while an infant, They lived on u'tarm in

Missour{ until Mrs. Nannie Bruce was six ysars of age

and then they moved to McPherson, Kansag. She grew up

at XoPherson and R.poria, Kansas, and married Mr. William Bruge
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the 19th of December in 1f9C at mmporia, Kansas.

Mrs. Bruce's oldest bcy was born at Emporia
a year later, ‘lhey were farmers b, tride, but her
husband worked in a rock quarry at Cotton &ood Falis,
.Kansas, naking flag stonis of very hard rock for side-
walrs, and ne worked at the éuarry untis they ncved to
Sxighoma. their third c¢hild war efghteen minths old
shen they came to Qklahoma.

Their reason for coming to oklahgga wus that
of most'peOple; they wanted to obtain = howe of
their own and there was still some land to be had
when they cume hLere. ‘lhey rented a farm ei_ ht
miies northeast of El seno, end they made sorghum
niolasses for a ~iving. |

At that time the lndian jgency reised a lot of
cane and tne iruces :.ade it 1nto ~.olagses oz the shares.
The v .ts they used belonged to the Indian a gency ut
>ncal.  lhey were nade of hea;y galvaniced steel und
sere made in three seciions; in one long. pan or vat,

out divided i1nto thre- sections. They built a brick
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foundatioen adkout nine feet'long and a yard wide and

about three feet high. \ é
Tpey used an ordinary stove pipe at one end to

carry the smoke away. ‘he foundation was built a

little bit slanting away from the vipe. The vat was

placed on the foundaticn over a wood fire, most of the

fire being under the section nearest the pige, wnich
was section No 1; the middle section was ﬁoz; and
the sectionfarxhereat'from the pipe wus No 3; They
,'put from ten to fifteen. gallons of caee juice in No.
1, and put some wate? in No 2 and No 3.. There.Wef%
two little trap doors about four inches square,iocat-
ed one between each section, pulled up to open them

" and shut down tight to close them.

They could™be pulled up e%E'Let the juice or
molasses from one section to another‘when needed.
When the juice was briskly boiling | someone would “
have to stand and skim the green scum that would form
on the surface of the boiling juice, ihey would‘keep

. this skimming process going until no moTe . scum would
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appear: vhen they decided that it was about dor=|
\

‘they would let the water run from section No. 2 .
into No. 3,and then let the boiling'juice from
vat No. 1, into No. 2, ané refill No. 1 with
fresh:cane juice. It was Mrs. Bruce's job to dé
the skimming and She'says the success of making
ﬁolasses depends oﬁ the felloy with the ;kimming
ladle. The ladle is a long handledsbovel*like
affair with the edge,'o? shovel part, tipped up
sharply. The vats were about a foot deep. When
the boiling juicé in “o. 2 was done, the water
was taken out of No. 3 and the molasses from No.
2 was turned into No. 3, By that time the juice
_in &o. 1 was ready to turn into No. 2; the molasses
. in No. 3 was ready %3 drain off into their six gallon -
~ . erockery jafs and the gallon buckets! the iat;er
were furnished by the'éoverhment. So it was just;

a succession of re-filling with_fregh juice and

teking off the finished product.
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They had a molasses mill that they ground the
green cane with, and the juice would run from a spout
into a fifty gellon barrel which they kept covered
with a cloth Vo strain the juice.

fou could tell by the way the molasses was boil-
ing when the molasses was done but they had a,man»ﬁy
the name of Tommy Sharpe helping them and he was an
0ld hand at the business.and he was their molaéaes
éester.

Their mill was run by horse power and only one
horse was required to turn their mill, ‘The molasses
was made for the Government and the Govefnment used
" it for the Indians. Most of the cane was raised by
the Indian fermers. One variety was called "Blue -
Ribbon" cane, ' o

The indians always stripped the cane and hrought
great big wagon loadsof the cane stocks,to the Bruces
mill, They did this wqu for three Falls, They would

start about the first of feptember and keep it up until

873
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cold. weather or until thé cane was all gone. when
the cane was green and julcy was when the' Indians
stripped it. Mrs. Bruce says that it ﬂtakes a lot
of cane to make a gallon of juice.

~ They kept their sorghum in kegs and barrels a
and they made lots of ginger bread and cookies and
éinger snaps as well as using it 6n their hot cakes.
They livéd in the same lbcality until Mr. Bruce died
in 1922,

&?. 3ru¢e was at the dgawing in 1901 when the
Kiowa and Comanche lands were opened. He drew some
* land which, when they went and looked at it, seemed
so bare and raw tpeymbacked out of buying it and came back ;
,and rented in tie same neighborhood in which they had
been living, northeast of El Reno. They used to come)
to town by the road that comes into Kl Reno,northeast
of tomn. . they call it Foreman now and in 1901 when
the drawing was in progress, she says that locality
¢

‘yas literally cqvered with campers. Wells' Were dug

¥4
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along that road about a half mile or less apart
,‘for the use of the campers and their stock. They .
dcamped outside the city limits as well as all
over town. She said that she saw men sitting on

the court house lawn until you could not see the

ground.

LY

yrs. sruce and her husband came to Uklahoma
with @er father. w®ho she says,brought them here.‘
The first place they lived was a iittle one room
box héusa, 14 by 16 feet. Thg#e was a hen house
iayd a barn, a rough place. ‘they farmed row crops
and lhteg Eyeat. ‘fhey hadﬁéggood well and burﬁed
wood.- Scmetimes they hauled the wood from the
river and’ sometimes they had old trees on the
place tﬁat could be chobped down and used for fuel.
At first they had the use of three or four
borrowaed cows and Just two horses, a walking piow

and lister. 1t was not .very Tong though before

- they were in better circumstances.
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" "™hen they first came to Oxlahoma she was more
afraid of ;he Indians than she was of a rattlesnake, -
Cne time When they were [iving sbout half a mile from
the varling%h{ission where ,they spent a Spring and
Summer taking care of a crop, she took the prildren
andnwent to the hiésion to get away from an Indian
squaw vho was peht on‘jisiting her. She was scered
to death of that Indign sSquaw.

The Darling Miésion was Just one large building
at that time and she is not positive, but thinks:that
1t-Wa§»the xennonites who controlled it. .

~ She has been at tﬁé issue pens at Variington
a number of times. Certain déya the Goverﬁmbnt
would butchef.anﬁ give each Indian family a certain :.
number of pounds of beef. The Indian squaws would
take the entrails to .the river and wash them and then
take them to their camp and string them around oh their
meat poles or rgok until they'were'readyﬁfo Jae. They
ate them raw and also dumped fhem.in their cooking pots

and méde soup out 6? them. ‘'fhe Govermment finally put -

a stop to that practice in an effort to civilize the
savages. . ' :

x
}
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After Mrs. Bruce's husband died she did pr}vate
nursing in Kl Reno for @ while  and in 1924 worked as
a second nurse at the Concho Hospital under a Miss
Joinston, who was aﬁ‘English Hospital graduate
from Loqdon,England.' Mrs. Bruce nursed there for
severa} no:.ths, but she had to keep her youngest
boy with her as the indians have a very contagious
fom of "1‘.) B. and she left on that accdunt. ~She
then nursed in Oklahoma City for six_ years.

She is the mother of ssven children, all in
pretty good dircumstances. ‘The olhesf‘son, Alfred,
is in the real estate business here. Otis is a prospers
ous farmer. One of her daughters is a farmer's wife. '

One, Mrs. G. L. Everetts, is the wife of an Auctioneer

and second hand stofblprcprietor. Another, Mrs. Grace

Everetts;is also in the second hand furniture business.

Chester works at a wholesale louse. lelvin, the young-

est, is through High_s&hool and helps his farmer brother.

Her faﬁily is reared and she owns the neat little

EN
i

homs where she lives at 532 South Reno Avenue.
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She has a bed room -suite_r, that is ﬁnique, ale "
thugﬁ it i8 not an heir’izo f‘hd;ﬂ?amily. There
ié a beautiful massive dresser and bedstead to match.
It formerly belonged to the grandfather of the elder
Dr. Muzéy whoﬂis pretty old himself., It is bound

3

to be wel. over a hundred years. It is in the best

state of preservation.
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