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I was born in Missouri in 1874 and when I was quite
amall my parents moved to Texas. My parents were John j
Re 6rouch and Anns Hath Crouch, and there were four f
children, W. T. Belle, Johnnie and I.

We moved from Whitesboro, Texas, to the present loca-
tion of the town of Mangum in Greer County in Mey, 1884,
The family of Uncle Henry Sweet ceme slong with us. There
were no other white femilies in that part of the country
that I know of, The lend my father selected for his
home was on the trail used by freighters between Wichita
Falls, Texas,and 0ld Mobeetie,

The freighters usuelly traveled severel together
with wagons strung out one behind the other and drawn
by from eighteen to twenty oxen. They would mske cemp
at Draw Springs, which is yet to be seen in the draw in
the edge of khe torn, We soon beceme acquainted with
thege men anﬁ father would invite them to eat with us, as

I
we were alwa]iye glad to see anybody who ceme slong and they
were glad to;eat mother's cooking, for many of them had
not eaten a Laman's cooking for years. They would offer
to pay but in those days nobody would think of accepting
pay for a meal, The cowboys alsc made it & point to
get to our place about mezl time, and at last it was
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suggested that father and mother put up a hotel, so they

hauled lumber and built the De Crouch Hdtel. This was

the first hotel in Greer County so far as I have any knowledge.

The long wagon ftrains would come from Texas loaded
with groceries and- drygoods for Mobeetie and would return
loaded wifh buffalo bones bought or collected on the way
backs Buffalo bone buying and heuling was e very profit-
able business in the early eighties.

There was only one fence in Greer County at that time,
a8 line fence that belonged to the Day Land and Cattle
Company and ran from their headquarter ranch on the west
side of Greer County to North Fork of Red River on the east
side of the County. Cowboys calledﬂline ridersulooked
after this fencé, and there were line cemps ell along
where the line riders lived. There were ususglly two
line riders, and one rode so meny milss east and the other
80 many mileg vest to where the other line rider's part
of the fencefstarted. This fence waes to keep the cattle
in different parts of the eountry, and was some times
called a driftsfence. Without it the cattle would have
drifted before the wind, clear out of thé country,.

For recreation, we would ride over the country horse-
back and gOfplum hunting end fishing in the summer. The
next year aémé other families came,‘and we began to have pio-

nics, to which people would come from fifty to one hundred

miles around,



