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PR - Form TRV 1
'BIOGRAPHY -FORM
WORKS PROGRESS, /ADMII\ISTRA"‘ION
v ® Indian-Pioneer Hiegdry ‘Project for Oklshoma *
Field Worker's name Johnson H. Hampton ., \ . 3
. /‘ v : i
This report made on (date) August 18th, ' . 193 7 -
/,". . - »
% // l -& . - i
1. Neme Minnie Brown

2. Post Office Address __ Antlers, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (qr location)

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ July Day 8th Year 1890

5. Place of birth ___ Near Lehish '
Choctaw Indian

6. Nams of Father David Harris Place of birth Jghigh

Other information about father

. 7. Name of Mother paliar Harria Place of birth _yahigh

. Other informdation about mothar

Notes or complete .narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviemed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and ‘
attach firmly to this form. - Number of sheets attached .
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Interview with Minnie Brown L
Antlers, Oklahoma ’

August 18, 1937,

¥
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_ I was born near Lzhigh, on the 8th day of:July 1690;
at ;hat time Lehigh was in Atoka County, Choctaw Nation .
¥y father's name was David liarris and my mother's name was
"Deliar Harris, I don't think that tney were from iississippi
for my father never did say anything about;it»to us if he
did come from Misaissippig nor was he in the Civil Jer. I s
tiink that he and Mmother were raised near LeQ}éh\where I
was born. They both died and are buried there at home; -
the Indians at that time had no cemeteries ;they buried
their dead at home so m& mother and father wgre buried at

nome.
|

" any thing about my grendfather nor

. AN

grandmot . I never was told any ‘thing about tawm. | I ////

- . -3 ‘ ’ I/
do know whether they came from Mississippi but I think
" tnat they‘did,’for they located some whers along the Ark

_ sas line., rhen they moved from there to Lahigh and I bave
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.besn told that the Choctaws who came from Mississippi
located along the Arkansas line when they first came

ovar.

¥e nad a small farm of about ten acres in cultivatién
wiere We rai§nd:%9rn»fog our bggaéé::feaggg% rq&eed peas,
potatoes, and we had a smgll gardeﬂ wheée wevraksed beans,
cabbags, pumpkins and otaer garden vegatables. I dii not
knéw how to can up for winter use; they would)eat up what
they raised not thinxing of any thing for the winter at
that time, and they are not %ery much better now. We
had-a few cattle, hoés aad a few pondes} we did not have

auch stock ourselves but there were éood‘many Choctaws
3

who did have lots of cattle, hogs and ponies out on the

range. o : S

Yo bad to make our owsn meal; we would put the corn
in & sortar which is a block of wood about thr-e feet
high. The mortar hed a bowl in the‘csnter which sas

2aade by burning the wood out by fire; then we had a

»
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kettle about five ree{ long which we used to beat the

corn. Ihis was hard work but that was the only way we

could'get corn meal at that time out in ths country. Je
would maxe, sour bread, and Lread ;hat was not sour, and
we aleJ made hominy of different kinds.

I do not know where my father traded but the Indiens
ano lived in this part of the count?y'used to go to Boggy
Depot for their groceries. The place where we lived was
across Clear Boggy Creek; that was before the M.K.& T.

railroad #as cut through; after fhe town of Atoka was

established the Indians traded tn:=re and gg/Lahigh. Lehigh

/
1s a small coal mining town along 4ffe branch of the "Katy
e

T
railroaa that runs‘ggg/af'Axoka, and on to Oxlahome City.

-

"

/’

_—

sad them. I have not ssen eny of these spinning wheels

so I doan't know anything about running one of them. We

used to buy our socks and mittena already made from those
° were
wbo made tham. These socks’already dyed and looked like

Jehed no spinning wheel but some'of tha Indian women
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store bought socks but they were heavief then store.bought

socks.
en
fe had never heard of/agency until after the Dawes

\

Commission camo down to enroll the cChoctaws. I do not

2

rgnember wh;t year it was that we were enrolled, and I

do not remember wggt year it was wnen we selectzd oﬁf

land. I know that I had to go to atoka both times to

nage my selection of iand and to be enrolled and since

that time 'l ﬂave learned that w%e had an agency ;hich-took

in the Five Civilized Iribes and it is called Union Agencx;
I never heard .of any ghost towns in this country nor .

any ceremonial ground nor eny cowtrails or cow towas.

Those are some things that we Choctaws éo not know any-

thipg about; they might have had those things out west of

us on the reservastion but we did not have them. In the

placa whares I lived the peopls who had cattle would load

tnem on the train at Atokas and at Lehigh., It may be that

a town oJutl of which cattle w#as suipped “would be called a

cowtomm,
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The Choctaws tell.me that they had a payment some - -

b4

time in 1893 which was their first paymeat. The Choctaw
2
officials made that payment I understand but I am not sure.

The Cho¢taws had a payment they called a lease District

"payment, I do not know about that; the only payments we

S

had that I can remember are paymeats after Statehood; we
got several payments then;/the lagt payment s> got was the
$10.90 payment; since thaf time we have had no payments. -

I nave attended Indian camp maeting.ihere.they would
catp and T ed all who came to the meetiqg, and I havs besn
to their cries. They ére callea cries by the white p=ople.
Ih2ir cries .ould be at the me;ting soine times and some
of ‘tuem would be at their homes and all those who ceme
thare would take part in the procedure.., It is a very heart
breaking ceremony. I guess that it gas been the custom
anong the Choctaws for ages io have these cries and this
custom‘aas foilowed up by the Chootaws, but thsy have gotten

.
<

asa. from this custom on present day account of there being
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yoo many white pzople mg&&ng fun of  them. '_ \

“J \

I don't know whetfer the Indiens in @ur commuaity h§d

war Jancz2s or not; 41 have -eard that among the full bloods
thay did aave war dancos but I do not know but after tue \

\

war tugy qulit those dances. 1In fact, th-y don't dsnce \

°

any at all; they quit dancing for several yeasrs su #2 Jon't \

. \
soar Of any mor2 :iszncing niong tue Choctaws. \

I e a fuil bload Snoctaw Indien; all of :ay ;GOple
#are full bloods and we hsve‘;ived hore with aar éribes
8.1 o; our lives. I went to ;cﬁool ak atoka; this school
snich I ;ttended nas been out of existence for.s nu;b-r of
v2ars. [ do not know waat becarne of this sehool. I can
arite =ad speex & little nglish, I anm nok‘livin} at

antiar, sitz some white peopla.



