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Namg---James Raéort Barnes
&@h Frount Street, FPoteau, Oklanoma
. A biographic Sketoh ‘
" Prom parsonal interviews with the subject,
Date of Birthevememvommasiiy 16, 1840,
Place ot birth----,f----_--amrort. Ariangas o

!

Fathores-casomuaas --Joseph Barnes.

'Place of Birthe----------Stats of Missouri.
‘Bothor-»-.-i;--;-------»- Raney Gofour'bh.
Place of blﬂhgr-‘-‘”--'-—-Sb.to of Missouri.
Marvin G. Ro?léy, Field Worker, - -
md;anopiongd"ﬁimon,' S-149

April 15, 198%7.
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1, Jamos Robert Bernes was boxn at or near the place 2
nov Haptfort, Arkansas, May 14, 1849. My father's name
was Joseph Barnes, & farmer and & Beptist preacher; my
‘ mother'a name vas Nancy Gofe}th. They doth were born in
the State of Missouri, but I do not know the name of the
place where thoy wers born,

There was one full sister named Mary Jene Barmes,
born Dec. 10th, 1851, and a full brother, ¥illiem T,
Barnes, bdorn &picgbcr 30, 1854, My mother aied and my
father married again. Nanéy gofourth, my mother, died
when 1 was ahout four or five. years old. She s bu.rm ’
East of 014 Hartfort, about Sie mile.

My father married again two or ;.m'o% y»'ru'aft_or’ ‘
y mother died. The name of his second -_m' was Sareh
Elizobeth-Tucker. She died in 1915 and is biried at
Sunmerfield, Oklahoma. | i | ’

1 firet want to school in 1886, ‘The soheol bgilazﬁg S
was a hued log house; there was no wind?w glass in ths wind- |
Ot;, Just wooden uhnftors. This ;aa wh?r- .Oid Hartfort was.
It was a subscription School, ;Ons Dellar ’a month, ‘nnd the term

laated thres montha. The teacher’s nmamo was Columbus Godard.

.



BARNES, JAMES FOBRHP. INTERVIRN.

28t

2

_Wo had to move, in the latter part of 1862 on the
‘ sgeount of Indién reids taking all the stock and grain, even
the blankets out of the houss., These Indians were Chootawa
from the Indfan Territory. We left 014 Hartfort and went
about twenty-five miles North-fest of Springfield Mo, to a
place called Tum~back Oreek.

My Pather beslonged to the Federsl Amy as Private,
2nd Arksnsas Calvary, Co. 9. i

We traded at Springfield. e lived at Turnback Creek
qnﬁil 1866 when tho ¥ar was over, then we got ready to aore
t‘xac‘k home to (14 Haptfort. Khile in Missouri, we made a -
erop with steers, 10 acres of corn. After the eorn got up
p;ctty uil. I plowed it with just one steer, as the yolfo
~ broke 1t Am; #hen we ¢ got ready to leave, we had two wagona,
one leadad' with shelled cérn, ‘about 20 bushel,end they pulled
this with the steera. The other had in it what fev belong-
ings wa _had. ¥e had o team of horsss hooked %o this. It

took $wo or three wscks to make trip to Bu-t.roz;t. ‘

| . My Father said, “'Nmr we have got to’go t0 work, clear
up :om land and make & ¢rop.* We cleared abous 12 aores

and planted it in eorm. Ve ran out ot'cnythm to make bread



BARNES, JAMES ROBERT.,  INTERVIEW ‘ |
R2e 3

-]

_of about the tims the corn was up and was able to culbivite
it, s0 Dad hooked up the team of horses and went dback somw
place in Missouri and got another load of corn, abéni twenty
btiahol. That lasted us until the corn we had planteq could
be used. Ded said,” Well we need a ocow, and I have two six
shootsrs to trade.” He went down %o this aids of Red River
inte an Indian ﬁttlmnt and traded his two six shooteras
for five cows. .This was in 1866. We lived in Miasissippi
‘ro'nchip." Seabasgtian County, and Groenwoqd was the countio
Seat,. ¥He lived here at Old Hartfort until we moved to Salt
leke Prairie close to Kullychaha.

We leased lend from Bill Page, a full-blood Ghoctaw
Indian, We agreed to build a house, olsar the land, 4ig a
woell, and fence with a x;ail fence for payment ~f the fee for
the leass. ; | |

In the early Spring a person could go \out snd see the
. de@r eating the tendar grass on the sdge of the prairie, also
lots of turkey. If a person wanted a Squirrel just teke the
é_m and go out in the timber and stand around a little bit end
shoot one and take it up to the house and have it fixed for

brgakfast. #e lived easy then. - When we lived here at Salt
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Iake Prairie, we traded st Ft, Snith. I trafed with
Unole E4 Molenney, General Morohandise, and slso with Boke &
Rutzel, General l&oxjahandiu, (Not sure of spelling of nanmes),
We drove oxen 35 miles to Pt. Smith, it to_ok us one and one- |
helf days to get there. We bought supplies for two or three
months at a time, Groen coffee cost .07¢ or'a .08¢ a 1lb, We
would get 26 or 30 1bs. at a time. There was no such thing
as white sugar thg‘bn. Brown suger was all we had-4t was very
cheap, but I aonft remecber the price of it. You bought pour
:uppliu at a Genoral Marohandiae store not at a Grocery Stors,
because the only thing aola in Grocery atoroa then was ¥hiskey
and soms Lager goor. For the best brend of ¥hiskey was $1.00,
¥Wila Cat Whiakn}f H0g @& gllmlon.

I’marriod fl"anny Anderson in 1870, e liv;d one-half mile

i

East of Ploaaant Valley Cemstery, North of Sugar loaf Mt.

¥s had eleven chilaran whose names are as follows,

James T. Barnps Dead Born 10Mi.Hartfort,ark.
Nanoy Ellen ™ n : " 8alt Lake Prairie.
Dora B vi ’ " " " " "
Doll"a ¥ilson " Living " " " "

Je Ae L Living in Poteau,Born in Qilmore.
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Joseph Milburn Barnes J Living Born in Gilmore. ,"/
Suse Barnes Dead "ow 0w o ;
Mayy - " noowom

Ida " o , " n . n

Ada " ) n n n

Poar Vest '- " - Living in Poteau, " "

The-mother of my children, Fenny Andoran.‘ was born in
‘Missouri 1n 18853, and came to & farm sout,hﬁ of Heeket Oity

in 1868. .She want to her first school at Pleasant Valley ‘

in 1865, Her first teacher was a ’chootn J.miian woman, and

the next was John Clark. The school houss was & log cabin type.

It had split log sssts with the round part turned down, holes

bered in it snd legs drove in the holes 4 ¥e alao wrote with

oo Y/
slate pencils end slates. ¥e had Websters Blus-back Spelling
Book. ;

. h

MEMORIRS OF THE CIVIL WAR

' .
Thexre were four leaders whom I yemember, Chili McIntosh,
maybe & Cherokss Indian, Jack MeCurtain, Chootaw, Stanwatie )
sad Cooper & White men, all Rebel loeders. I think the Chief

Commander over the amy of the territory was named Barnes.
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When Father lived in Sugar Loaf Valley, he lived
close %0 & fellow nemed Cumningham Orawford, who ram a
steam u;v m{1l about one and one-half miles North of
014 Hartford, Arkansas. e also had megro slaves, The
Pederals were coming one day, s0 & bunch of Rebels get
Sheir Cap and Ball Muazle loaders end met tl;n at bak
Hill. They defeated the Pederals, them in ahout two weeks °
the southerners came back home., Crewford was oreassd in
the middle of the forehead adout the hairline; he got well
though. After that Crawford changed his tune and dectded
to go North, s0 he left. "They shot him into the Union."

- 8ix hundred Federala wore camped pn{nnurd Prairie
about 14 miles south of Ft. Smith. I was about 14 or 19
years old and amall for my age. 1 was to m my Upcle
John Barmes, sho lived there. My Unocle John and some more
~ fellows whose nanos 1 remsmber were The Johnson, J‘oh-thn_n
Glenn, I just don’t remsmber any of their other namoa,
_but anyway, they were hiding out. in the timber and Bille
from the Rebels, and would slip into the iougo to got eome-~
thing to eat. .Ome morning, they slipped into She houss and
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ny eunt Polly Barnes fixed them aome breskfast-~this

was just adout daydight. They told me to go out on

the porck and wateh and sse if 1 could mee my one, anéd '
if 1 sasn anjone, to coms in and tell them. ihile they
wors eating bLreskfast, 1 saw a string of Rebsls coming
“down the hill on the North side of the field. I ran to

my Unole and said, "I ses a bunch of Rebals coming yonder."
The men made a break for the brush. Jonsthan Clemn rez up
the road to the fWest to ot;t into the br}xah u}a‘, as be did
not sse some of the Rebels, .they got him. The others got
awgy. They brought him on down to the house, then went

on down to !‘l‘n Johason's .houu aboul 200 yards from Uncle
‘:Tohn's houss. Flem had the énoumnia and was o'xpsctod by
sveryons to dis. .Rebsls Sarried Flem out of his bed in
the bouss and ‘ut him up against a tree and shot him to
death, This waa a part of Jack MeCurtain *s Choctaw Army
(Rabels), about 1500 in number.

Jaock MoCurtain was a brother to (xeene and Ed MeCurtain.

The ﬁﬂnis came %0 where the Federals wexe camped, at adout
daylight. I heard s shot, while I stood on she frons porch,

-
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then a ;toady fire. The Pederals were in bed, they came
out in.their nf@xt' ¢lothes, with theuj guns. The Relwls
killed lots of Federals. I 6o not know how many end lots
of Rebels. were killed, tco. There was about 4% minuies
et; fighting there, Acxoss the FPrairis there were moroj
Yedersls camped, they had the Artiliery. They heard the
}ir;ng and just as soon as they could get 'tkfoir big guna
hooked u:f>, came rumning. The Rebels bad all gone but ¢
hed to leave in such & hurry tpat they had to leave their
dead ’at the Pedoral camp. ' |

I went down there after the battle was over. Soms of
the Pederal with the Artillry came while I was thete at‘tho
scene of the battle, Soms of the Federals with e artillexy
were Cherokee Indiens, the White eoldiers 'daliod’thi Cherckees,
;'Pin Indians,” I 4o not know why they called them that, though.
The Pin" Indiaxi" cut a patch of scalp about the size of the
palm of their hand off of the top of the aaaé.R'obols hea;!‘,
-taking the scalp with ﬂthex.n. . o SR

After scalping the fabels, the Federsls dug a 4itoh wide
enough to hold a man &nd about thres fest dwep and made ready

to bury the Rebale, Thay took the Federal desd somewhers back

o
=

2.
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North te bury them. The Rebels ha hod mide wool felt
, bats. The Pederals took thess hats and dipped tuem in _
the water and put them on & post or stake and strotchnd
the_browns to three or four'feet in height, then they
took the hats and placed them over the dead Rebela's
faces that were lined up in +he diteh and filled the
4itok up with diﬁ. The tipa of the orowns cf the hats
aould be oeen attor the Mtch wan ru:m. The objest
of the hats was to keep the dirs out of their faces.
The bahu unj wrapt in blankets. This was at "Mezard
| Frairie."” The rcdnr;ln went back to Ft. Smith a n;xort

- timd later Yo bloskade 't-ho town to keep the Rebsls out.
The Gsperal'a neme waa, 1 think, Thayer, of the iodo}al
Atmy et Pb. Saith. ,
, 1 uz;inbor Faderal Judge Pu"ku, he was in oha;él
"o{ cuﬁg conuitted in the Indias Territory, between
Indians and ¥hites. By this 1 ;x'aﬂ. 1r @'mdun killed

290

a ¥hite or a fhife killed an lndiag it osme up ‘.;foro Judge

Parker, buy if one Indisn killed another Indian! it wue up

t0 the Tribal law. Evory one druﬂbd to be brought np
boton this old Judge Pu’-kor. becauss he wes very severe
| with crtmdq'u.

\
4
A
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" .7hs d1d Irom Fosts on the Arkansas and Indian Territory
rl.;nt ware put in ft:o~.uttlo an argument over how far East the
I.T{(. land went, '

West of 014 Hartfoxd was a Grooory atore (Grog Siore),
this Store was atout 2 or 8 miles from 014 Hartford and the
Arhnuo; and I. T. Line ran about 20 fest on tho west side
of the tuilding.

An old man mct'l it, nemod George }oat;r. One night
*m 1861, a bunch of Choctaws from Ihdian Territory, came over
to this Grocery Store and got drunk and got to fighting. One .

- Indian, whose neme was Pack Swesney out enother Indien‘s throat.

- and killed him. (his neme was Cumby). The bunoh, af-;ar the

” 'thz"oat anttiné, left to go back to the Indisn Territory. Thos_' |
left the dead Oﬁnhy with his jugular vein out, on the frent
porch of the Grocery store. I sew him the next morning when
I"tat’donﬁ_th‘o;u. The 1.7, law com‘ not bether Swesney be-
cause he killed this other Indian in Arkansas ard not in the
1. 7. after the killing. 80 the Ark. Officers just waited t4ll
Sweeney m back into Arkansas. Not long after the killing

‘Sweeney ocxme across the line inte Arkansas snd they got him,

.
A Y .
" N
~ L
f e N -
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They brought him past our houss, when they got him. They
were taking hinm-to bnmood ) a8 this ué the countyseat.
There they sentenced him to the penigentiary. He was Surn-
ed 1ooge later to join the Rebel Amnj. |

L]

I'. James Robert Barnes, and my Father, Joseph mrnn.l"
were Charter Membders of the Mu'sonié Iodue, called Maehulaiubby
Iodge No. 18, about one and one-hslf miles north-wesgt of

Kully&haht. Martin Jemes, & Choctaw, was alt;o a charter

minmber,
Jossph Barnes Father . Rorn 182¢ o
Sarah Elizabeth  bemes’ (so0cnd Wite) vom,1889 *

Joseph Barns Father Died » Sept 1:5 1895. JE

(Joseph Barnos‘ ochildren by Ranoy oofourth )

.omay

James R. V Barnes born . - May 14, 1849 f K
Mary Jene Barnes "  Dec., 10,1851 ’
William T. Parnes ‘w . gapt, %0, 1854 :

{Joseph Barnes’ children by Serah Elizobeth Tucmr.)

®]

'Ranoy x. Barnes ~ Born \ My ..2 1861
Josephine Bammes " . Juls 21, 1ses
' Pétimgo Barnes oo ' pse, 385, 1865
' RBiwaxd Z., Barnes @ " May 23, 1868
Jolm G, Barnes @ " Nov, 25, 1870 ‘-

Iaxis M. Barnes . Jan, 18, 1872
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Daniel N. Barnes Boxra July 1, 1878
( Sons of James PRotert Barnes by Fanny Anderson)

John A. Barnes Born June 8, 1808

Jamws T, Earnes » Oct. 28, 1870

*

This record I, Marvin Rowley, Copisd out of an old
Bible, The Bible belonged to Joseph Barnss when he uasd to
preach, The name of it is "The Peerless Bdition of the
Farellel Bible." It was by the Historical Publishing Co.,

Ste louis Missouri, Philidelphis Fa., San Frangisco Cal,
Cost 025.00 with reduction toc Preachers.

I, James Robert Barnes stayed about four or five years
at Salt Lake Prairie after moving from 0ld Harffond, then
moved on Nail oreek buying a lease on a ;;lnco from & man
named Dobbs, BStayed there about two years, and sold t.ho_ lease
to Iamac Napair, Moved to e plao/g, one mile NW of Gilmore,
on Gap oreek, and bought a loa;t for 3300;00, from John Mills.
This land u\u partly improved when 4 got it. It belonged to
Johrn Durant, & full-blood Chooctaw Indian. I ther #2014 the
lease t0 Bill Page, .a Chootaw Indian, I stayed here $ill

Statehood.
’ J

-

T~
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About 1909, I was Poatmaster at Gilxm;ro. Okla, I held
this jod sand mn a Grocery store togather for about 12 years.
Went out of business and stayed there a little wbile and in

' 1052 oame to Potesu and have lived here since.

I, ¥rs. James R. Barnes, used to spin and wove jeanes,

counter-panss, €6overlids for beds, lintsey, cotf.on eloth, eloth
~ %o make underclothes, knit gloves, stockings, socks, and sus-
penders.

N¥e always cooksd on a Fireplace, as we had no stove. ¥We
coolked with skillet and lids and pots made of potmetal. we
dried bsefon scaffold or by & fire. We also 4dried peaches,
apples, grapes, black-berries, and jerked venison.

DYE

Take the inner bﬁk of Blackjack tree, boil up abous
four or five gallons, take out bark whem biled goed. Put in
two o> three table apoonfuls of Copper as while hot, boil for
e fer ninutes and then put in clothes. Makes a dark Purple
ecolor,

¥alnut bark used as above makes a brown ecolor. Red Oak
used as above mekes a purple. Indigo weeds boil and put
madder about 10 tablespoons full m’four or five gallons of

solution. Dye whem hot, makes a Pale Blus color.
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Polecat weeds boiledwnd set with copperas as 1,n ‘ :
using Blackjack bark, make a Purple color. |
Log Wood, buy at store, pulverize sbout 1 ounce,

boil in about four gallona of water, put in 1 table-

‘poon full of table salt, then dye. Hakes the color of

black.

e T
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