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Fobert H. Boatman
Invéstigasor,
¥arch 38, 19038,

Interview with John G, Halatead‘
Blanchard, Oklahoma.
My father was born in New York State end my mother in

Virginias They were married in the stete of ﬁ@ut, and
they aott%od in Texas where I wes bommn December 11, 187?1 X

1 li\vod in Teras until I was seventeen years old at
which tims, with & herd of horses, I left Texas to drive these
horses into Arkansass, I traded them for @ bunch of cattls and
drove the cattle into the Indian Territory in 18904 and sste
tled in the Chickasaw Nation near old Mill Creek, a country
store ownad and operated by Jim Davidson. I settled at this
particulsy plac;a becar se there wag plenty of grass and water,

There were no oeds nor bridgeny all streams were fi;rdod
oxcept when they wers up in which case we just waited for them
to go dome ‘Ihéro wore a fow ferry boats on the Red anﬂ -aghit’
Rivers, one of which was at Ysllow Bank Crosgsing on Red River.

The country was full of game such as turkey, deer and all
kimia of small gamse and there wag an cbundence of fish in slsocst

8ll the streams,
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The rosds nmore nearly held $o the ridges or mounsain
tops beoatsse the lowsr lands were nearly alﬁy: wet and wogay
and a man traveling with a team was conn@ntly in daneox: of
aotting bo;eod down, '

The following year after I came to the Indiam 'rmitory,
in 1825, the Dalton Gang oame $hrough our section of the country
and at Ol&:311 Oreek they staged s holdup of the merchant, Jim
Davidson, who was a very o0l& man. He had secured a smmall safe in
which he kept his savings and when the Daltons stusk him up he
had allhis money locked in this safe, 'fhdy asarly socared him
t; death,und of courss, ke set in %o opsn the safe for them; but
was 80 scared he souldn't open it., However, the gang #id not ham
the 014 fellow physicslly, sll that they wanted was his money which
was $800.00, Aftsr several ni;x attempts to open the safe the
gang got on their fxornu and rode away, leaving the o0ld man none |
the worse off except for the scare. which he waid was sufficient
punighment for any man to receive.

- I happened to be an eye witness to the capture of ocld Chief

Geronimo who wes Chief of the Apache Indians and who, I guess,

caused more troubls than any man ever to rule a tride of Indians,

. Af%er a very hard skimmish he was captured and then after some few
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hours it o3 deeided that the Apache Indians wore to be trane-
ported .%o other parts. Geromimo was bound in okains, loaded into
s tox osr and looked to the'wall and the rast of his gang were
sent aleng 400; they were 'lh;ppcd to Florids.

Not loag after thet an epidemic of !611011 faver b:ah out
in the Gcmnino outﬂ& and nearly all of them died, after whioh
.Ohief Geronimo was returned to the Indisn Territory mnd located
@ fifteen niles south of Fort 5111, A mmll fown was built
@Qmmn eonmp and was givern the nsme o:‘%ho 0ld chief who

wfa never quite mo hostile after being returmd’d to the Territory

aid not many years hﬁe: he died at Fort 8ill,- The town which |
to0k its name from th; old chief. 5%11) resmains at the sams place
3re {ézrat, utqbu'shodo

8ince I came to the Territory I have been engaged in faming
and stdok raisiuge I lived for saveral years at old VIixzi'cotw:nami,~ an
old trnding post of ou.'ly days, bu;t for the past twenty years I
have lived at my home five miles sduthcu;t ‘of Blenchard, Y
‘s%111 actively engaged in the business of vetter livestock and
better f@ng. h |



