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Bobert H. Boatman
Investigator*
Mftreh E8, 1938.

Interview with John C» Halstead
Blanchard, Oklahoma*

My father was born In New York State and my mother In

Virginia* They wore married la the state of Missouri, and

they settled In Texas where I was bom December 11, 1877* ,.

I lived In Texas until I was seventeen years old at

wfcleh time, with a herd of horses, I l e f t T*xas to drive these

horses into Arkansas* I traded them for a bunch of cattle and

drove the eattle into the Indian Territory in 1894 and set-

tled in the Chlokasaw Nation near old Kill Creek, a country

store owned and operated by Jim Davids on* I settled at this

particular pJaoe because there was plenty of-grass and water*

There were no roads nor bridges} a l l stream were forded

except when they were up In which case we lust waited for them

to go down* 'Chore t*er© a fow ferry boats on the Red and ashit*

Rivers, one of which was at Yellow Bank Crossing on Red River*

The country was fu l l of game such as tuxkey, deer and a l l

kinds of email game and there was an abundance of fish in ahasst

a l l the streams*
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Tht roada more a t a r i ? held t o the r idgee or mountain

tops tete**tt t&t lowar lande ware nearly always wet and moggy

and a run t rave l ing w i t h a taam was oonetantly in danger of

gatt lag bogged dorm.

l i i t fol lowing year at tar I came to the India* Terr i tory ,

in 1895, t h t Dal ton Gamg oast through our aeet ion of the country

and a t O l C l t i l l Oratk tbay stagaA a holdup of tha j ^ r c l i a n t , Tim

Daridaon, who «aa a tary old MLB* Ha kad aaovraA a awall aafa i n

which ha kapt h i t amringa and whan tha Daltone stuok him up ha

bad a lb 'h i a nonay lookad in t h i a aafa* Thay aaarly aoared

to 4anth>ftad o f oourea8 ha aot in to opan tha aafa for tham.

waa to teared ha oouldnU opan i t * Howartr;tha gang i i d not ham

tilt old fal low phyaica l ly , t i l that thay wanted waa h i t monay whioh

wat |600.00» Af t t r a tr tra l Tain atttmpts to open t h t tafa th t

gang got on ttoair hortta and rodt awayt laaTing the o ld man none

the wortt of f except for tha icara whioh ha maid was a o f f i e i t o t

puniahmant for any man to r e c e i v e .

- I happened to be an eye witneea to the oaptore of o ld Chief

Geroniao who was Chief of the Apache Indians and who, I gueoe,

oautad more trouble than any nan arer to r u l e a t r i b e o f Indiana*

Afttr a rery hard skiimiah he was captured and than a f t t r tozat ftw
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hours i» *£s decided that the Apaohe Indiana were to be trans-

ported, to other parts* Geronimo was bound in ohains, loaded Into

a box oar ftad looked to the*wall and the r«et of his gang ware

sent along too} they were shipped to Florida*
a

Not long after that an epidemic of follow fever broke out

in the Oeroniao outfi* and nearly all of them died, after whioh

.Ohief Garonimo was returned to the Xndl&n Territory and located

toae fifteen milts south of Fort Sill* .A snail fown was built

eonp and was given the name of the old ohief who

was never quite so hostile after being returned to the Territory

end not aaoy years later he died at Fort Sill. The town whioh

took ita nans from the old ohief, still remains at the same place

rtsra fir at established.

Since X caae to the. Territory 1 have been engaged in faming

and stock raising, I lived for several years at old Whitebead, an

old trading post of eerly days, but .for the past twenty years I

have lived at my hone five miles southeast "of Blanohard.

st i l l aotively engaged in the business of hatter liveetook and

better farming.


