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Interview.with Mrs. Hattie C. Thomas’
. 711 West 23rd Streef, . _.

)

Tulsa, Oklahdma, f

L4

=

I have lived in this country for sixty ye}rs, coming
here With-my}parenté in 1878, I was born Oct Ker 19,

1869,in Barton County, Missouri. My father, fharles L.

H0lland’

Mundell wes French descent;} My mother we
: , R
(Wegper} Mundell, She was of Dutch descent on her father's

side)ﬁhile her mother was a £yll blood Choctaw. My

!

mother was half and I am a quarter Choctaw of the " ssis-
I \ - 7 . g
* .sippl Ghl§Btaws."
. '4'
We came into Arkansas from Missouri in 1877, but did

& s

'not>stay‘$here long, before coming on over into the Terri-
‘torys We came heré in a cbyeredggx wagons, from Arkansas,
locaéing at Vialnut Flat in the Red River valley north

of Sherman, Texas, on the Indian Territory side, VWe -
lived first in a tent until Father”got some rough lumber
with which to build a house.: Ihenﬂhe.built a "Rawhide®

house. Houses made of the rough green lumber were known

in those days as "Rawhide" houses. .

.
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Ny father was & comblnatlon men, in thet he was a
\6'

carpenter, blacksmith and millwright. He set up and ¢

operated 8 sawrill qQ}WeInﬁt Flaﬁ, gs well as 8 black-

\

smith shop. ,Whiteapeogle in 1878 and 1ater,,lived in,

\ A—-———*

¢>ylonies for the sake of euch others coxpany and, too,

as protection from the Indians. There were lots of

wild Indisns then smong the “iowes, Comanches anc Snhakes,

.The Snake Ingiens were the last to be civilized. |

In 1882 my father %8 gmployéé fo build & flqur end
grist mill‘ét Rush Springs, the fier one there and the
largest anywhe:re sbout. He was_foréman of e gang of 8 -
hundred “anc flve wen in sll emoloyed to bulld the mill
and%put it 1n~operation. This mill hed a boltlng )

machine for the flour end my father built this hinmself, -

¢

he purchased the(;% k for'the sievesg and 70ther
r\\d I did the necessary sew’ng. Ee made two graces of
f&o&r at that mill, He wss employeé to operate'{xAso,
we m;§ed to Rush Springs din the letter psrt of 1852, és
this was fif ty miles from Walnut Flat.
Pe&é@e carv- from down in Te;es to nill ;heix:nheat

at Rush Spn%ngs, and were ameszed to find that it took

more sacks to carry back their flour, shorts and bren

61



e

_THOMAS, HATTIE C. - INTERVIEW.

f-’r‘g‘!

- 3
‘ B
than it did fa the wheat, Grinding wa; done for toll.
They had a toll box.watch was used in taking:the toll

|

for each bushel, po the patron got all 'the Test.

-

I had-the worst scare of my life at Rush Springs.

\

As T said the Indians were regtless dqﬁ resented the
| - ] s

! ’ P j ;
- presence of the whites, so all the white colony kept

|

their guns-ready at all times to repqi an attack. The

\

[

Government kept a force of soldiers ét Fort Sill to
protect the whites but they feiled to get there in time.

The day the Kiowas and Co%anches ceme to Rush

Springs I had gone to the village st re, owned and

<t

J

{a ted by Mr. Willyard and(hﬂd ta n my sister 8 babj

with me when theqalarm vas sounded that the Indi ans hag
come, There were two or three h?hdred of gﬁem and theg
- . \ | s . .
had surpoanded the village, 4 c&owd of .the Indians came

: / |

4into the\store and began to loo? it, taking everything&

\
hey espied me, came over, took the baby fr

Lv‘ ’\ i

it "Pretty. Papoo?e" and \called me the

N

in sight.

sama | patt{ng me on the bagkf ‘About, then the men \\

/

opened ffrre~out ide but had fﬂred bhly a Yew rounds

the‘pnited étates Cavalry rode up.
T

\ when & company o

-
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They took charge.forgced the Indiens to replége every-
thing teken fram the store, give up the baby and disperse.
The Rush Sp;ings raid was in May and a short time ‘ ;
before this in February31885, thece game Indians or so?¢(
of the same tribes raided a white ‘colon; west of Bush_
Springs, and scalped end ki1ied nine families of whites.
The soldiers chased this bunch and killed s&ll of Béem,
two or three hundred.
I have seen "Red Cloud", Choctaw’Chief, at Idabel
and I also knew Blg Trss, Chickasha Chief, of Tishomingo.
Father hed a shop at Tishomingo in the eatly days
before going to Rush Springs; hgfe we knew Bill Murray,

/ .
and . used to see him often, in f%ct he danced many a

I /' <
set at our country dances. .

~

My father built buggied, wagons, surreys and made

plows and did everything in wood, iron and steel work.

Governor Murray7§~?§%her hired him %o builld & surrey -
4

¥

for him. This was the £irst one owned by Mr, Murray,

and the“firat one in Ahe community. <ather made every-
thing in this vehic)e except the hubs. He had hand

saws and lathes s¢ eould make almost anything.

Lo /
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“ Game

.1ife was -easy and pleasant most of the time.
Nature provided most everything we needed. The prairie
oﬁickens used to awaken us every morﬁing, and Father
' killed a number of deer in our ygyd. They would come
“up to lick salt at the smoke house. I have seen as .
many @s a hundred deer in one herd. This was on.Table
Mountein. . My sister lived on thfs mountain..

Théfe wag lots of wild honey. I rememﬁér one day
we went oﬁt iﬁ the timber and got twenty-seven gallons
of honey. We had to cut ten trees to éet it,

’There were many wild hogs‘and everyifall Father
would go out "and gill as many a8 we needed and salt

them down. .
"I bad my own gun, could mold my own bullets, and

was not a bad shot., |

All ou£‘travel was either afoot or on horseback,
and in single gile, as there were no roads, only trails,
S0 ya.qould not rige two abreast easily. |

In 1887, ?a%her went to Sorghum Flats amd lived -

there four years. -My father pﬁt up a8 sawmill there
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\ and. sawed lumber a%d cut shingles*with which to build

B e O R LA R

X
3

A3

wbv firen nouses in this town whfbh was 1ater known

~

as Oheyenne 86 Oheyenne'e tirst name was Sor ghum Flats.

—

‘After leaving there we moved. to Willis which is now A0

. Marshell Cownty, just north of Red River amd narth of

Gainesville, Texas. L

Schooling
I have attended school’ggly a few months in my
whole life, There were no. schools near us at Walnut
Flat, so my father sent ms to Cainesville, Texas, to
school. I boarded or stayed with & sister there.

That was the most of the schooling I received.
¢ Indi an Dances

I did not participate in. them but: yeed to attend

the various Indian dances. I recall the Tom Fuller

_-dance and -'the Ribbon or Green Corn dances. The Tom

Fuller dance took 1ts naﬁe.from a food similar %o

grits or hominy, whioh was cooked. and" eaten by all,

The Green Gorn dance which lasted usually.ten days

was’held at.the time of the ripening of the aorn.

6
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» 1 have esttended the burials .of Indiens. They al-

4

ways buried Bi"e‘*ad and milk with their children, and
puq extra clothes and trinkets at their feet.. These
and the\}ood were put there for the jos;ﬁey’before them
.t0 the happy hunting ground. %he men had their guns

buried with them,

Little grief was shown on' the day-of the burial,
bﬂt the friends aed;relatives of the dead person re-
tufned the thifdvday, and this was the’day\fhat they
geve vent to their emotions, .

I was first married at the age of fourteen. No

questione were asked as to age, and’ the parent's

S~~~

consen+ was not.ﬂsked. 2 preacher perfoimed the cere-

y l,.""

s
A // ) N .

mony in the presence of witnesses snd wrote out a

I

certificete and presented it to the gouple married.f

~

We called it a bill of sale. . - .
At the time of statehcud all people-who had been
married less than five years were required to be re-

,married. I was present at more than one weddi ng .of

peOple whose previous wedding I hed attended. Prior

~

~

G6 -
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to 1907 all whites in }ndian Territory were married

undernge law of Arkaﬁéas called the "cGertifiocate Law".

It s required that these marriages should be per—
« farmed by ardainedﬁm nisters, and while no‘licenae*yas
}'requireg\gtill the ‘niate{ was  supposed to give the

couple wham he magéied.a certifi?ate, usually & written

instrument showing the names of the persons whom he had
/ ~

marrieé, date of/théir marriage‘and the names of the

‘4u;§3f%§es ?o ?ﬁeﬁm%£z$a§e. % héve seen cauples re-

w1 2 wE TS s
* married with their children standing about witnessing P

/

the‘ceremqny.;

The did£;£er presented the couple with a certificate
or was supposed to, and he in turQ was obligatéd‘to re- |
port tge marriage to the proper authority at Fort Smitﬂ,
whete a record of marrisges was kept. All married couples '
who could not show marriage certiffcates were required by
lav to be re-married after state;obd, ‘ a

The preaéh;ra fai led in lots of instances to repgrt
weddi ngs whieh were actually performed, 80 these couples

had tg¢ be re-married in arder to clear un the records.

Tt was thdse couples who had been garfled five years

A

o

. .
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. now married to Mr, Thomas ancl héVe 1ived “ta Tulsa since ¥

;c‘:

.or less and whose marriage had not been rgcorded dr who

;- . e ¢ . . . .
. had lost or misplaced their certificates, who were. re~

- . @ N

quired to be re-married. “

o
-

- My ﬁrat and seoond hu;b‘gnda are dead. aﬁ'd I am

r

Ry R .
v

1934. ) C S -7
2 . .

L
I have lived in Purcell Cheyenne Lexington, Willis,
Pauls Valley ‘and Tishonnngo. I was at Pauls Valley when
u’ - .
Sam Paul was killed by his “Swn son and ,too, I 1ived there

when the Lee brothers, ou*bfaws, were- slain ' :fﬁ& ’



