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Ida A, Merwin

June 35, 1937
Interviewer.

Interview with W, D, Barnes
Perry, Oklahama
707 Ivanhoe Street

I was born in Richardson CountyNebras<g. My parents,
Francis Marion and Mary Jane Barnes, are both dead amd
are buried at Barneston, Nebraska, a town which they
platted and which was named for them.

I am seventy-six years old and am one-fourth Otoe
Indian. My mother was one-half btoe. Father was a white
men. My mother was educated at Kaskaskia, Illinoisy She
vas a oclassmate of Julia Dent, who later became the wife
of President Grant., I received my education at St. Marys, -
Kansas, in a Catholic School.

In 1880 my father was one of a delegati on.under
G.enm'al MaNeil to 100k up a place for a reservation or
settl ement for the Otoe and Missouri{ Indians. Others in
this delegation were Major onden, Batise Du Roin(an
interpreter), and five Otoe Indian Chiefs, They were eeﬁt
to the Indian Territory, coming by train to Arkansas City,

then by stagecoach, dbuckboard, horseback or any eonveyance

they ocould secure, They came south from Arkansas Ofi ty



337
BARNES, W. D, INTERVIEW 4573

2

and were asked to consider a traoct of land where the
town of Tonkawa is now located and which would have taken
in a majority of the land in Kay County. At this time
there were some prisoners of war being kept on this
tract, but the Indians did not want to be so close to
the Kansas line, They said "No, too close to white mean -
go farther, White mah steal horses and sowsym

'fhla delégation visited xith the Pawnees and Sac end
Fox Indians and-acouted ovér mich of the Indian Terri tory,
finally decidiné upon a traot 12X18 miles, north of old
Oklahoma and south of the Poneza settlement,

In 1888 approximately 460 Otoe and Missouri Indians
were moved to this reservation ahd an O0toe Agency was
established, with Major Wooden as the agent. This was
a very dry and hot swmer which caused much suffering
among the Indians dus to lask of water and food,

In the fall of 1882 my brother and I, with Grant
Barnes, two white men, Jeasse Johnson and Frank Ellis and
three Otos Indians, John Jones, Joseph Plumley and Wendel
Philips, drove two ox teams and brought two hundred and
fifty head of Government cattle from Nebrasks to the
Indian Territary. It took us twenty-five days to oross

$is atets of Kansas,
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Wo arrived at the Otoe Agenay in what is now Noble

County, October 9, 1882, l? camped there for the winter

using tents for our shelter. During the winter I took

an ox team and went to Arkansas 01ty, Kansas,whers I
‘bought a sawmill and returned to our camp. We soon

had the mill installed and began sawing lumber, which

was used for the building of houses, Some of t%e first

lumber sawed was used for the bridge over Red.Rock Creek,

-
v

near where the town of Red Kook is now located, This bri ge

a little later was the toll bridge. |
At the Salt Fork Oreek near the Otoe Agenegy was a

toll boat., This was used on the trail that the stage-

coseh and freighters used. This was the trail ffom Ar-

kansas Oity by the way of the Otoe Agenoy, the Pawnes

Agency, the Sag and Fox settlement, on south to Shawnee

town(this was a settlement of Shawnee Indians near where

the town of Shawnee is now looated), then on south into

Texas. Two years later I began work for the 1l-M Ranch

as a govpunsher, This ransch was located about two miles

narth of where the town of Sumner is now located and

Ly

comprised many aores, I do not know how many.



BARNES, W. D. INTERVIEW. 4573

P g

\ 4

In December, 1883, I made a trip to the Captain Nip
horse ranch, pear where the town of Perkins is now lo-
oated. During'the night 1t tumed ccld amd the 0tmarron
River froze over in ons night, Many cattle were frozen
to death and were found in great drifts and piles where
they had huddled togsther.

Duging the next spring or early summer a prairie
fire broke out and swept in a northeasternly direction
by a heavy wind, durned everything in its path; thousands
of cattle were burned to death and some were found after-
wa;da with severe burns that caused many to lose their
eyesight, ’ﬁhis fire did lots of damage to the country,
destroying the grass laﬂd and cattle,

Soon after this I started to make a trip to Shawnee-
town to buy some hcrne;. I éhought I ecould ride the
distance 1n~on9 day but night came on ani as there wers
80 many wild animals I felt afraid to oamp, for fear of
the panthers. I stopped and tried to rest but with the
fear of these panthers I deoided to go on, I was not
following any trail, I was just going eross country, so

did not have anything for a guide after dark except the
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sters. 1 set out on my wey .-uided by & certein bri_ht
ster, nafter riding quite ¢ wuy, both the pocny &nd 1
were tired. 1 ¢ e upon & oukll stack ~f heye | Turning

" . . "
tae pody where it c.uld ext, 1 dug ¢ hole in tﬁfg;hay
end ley down to Test. ..t deybrezv 1 feount 1 wes =u ut
two &iles r m the _heawsnee settlement.

The return trip was by the a&C.anS.fny setilenent,
loceted southeast of whet is now the town - f Chendler.
~hile thepe-the rers tulicw & lot gbout | hosts in th%j///
.part of the country. Thsat ni:ht 1 cane tr & hcus\,”or
Lut, snd &s there wu. ho one in it I decided I would
stey there for &he ni-ht. tut 1 di¢ nct resR for 1
thought cf the ghosts thet they hed telked of &t the
settlement und it appeered to e thnt\thera,were some
epbout this house. This trip was e _reet experiénce an;
A ‘ . ' -~ .
wes vary tryin, on me.

L several .ccesicns 1 heve been in the ccwmpany
of desperadces; among then were -ill Doolin and‘Cs Smith,

v o
Ea
When we were making the enerel rcund-up in%¥B84 abcut

thirty or forty of the covpunchers were nesr Hunﬁewell, -
AN
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Kansas, and as there was a tent show there we decided
to go there., When they saw us coming they began taking

down the tent, they thought we were & band of outlaws,

£

‘While we were theré& gﬁige«uﬁiééw States Marshals aon-
fronted us and ér;ésted Os Smith. Some o the gang
went to the town officially and told them we would tear
up the town if they did not release Smith. When he was
rgleased we returned to the Indian Territory aqd con~
tinued on our way,

In the latter part of 1884 my brother andl sold out
and delivered the cattle to the Usage camp, then return-
ed to Nebraska where I took up farming and cattle raisiné.

In 1604, T ceme to-Oklahoma and secured my allot-
ment of land, which was 280 acres. This was located
about six mileq northeast of whe;e the town of Morrison
is now, My four chiidren also received an allotment of
280 acres each, This land hagJalways been used for
grazing purposes and ws have had spme 0il rentals from
ite |

- In 1910, I moved to ﬁprrison and 1n 1927 to Pérry.

In 1930 I was eleated County Treasurer and held that

office two terms.
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Some of the most peculiar traits of the Indians
were the perfog@anées when oﬁe of the tribe died. There
" were feasts held and the dead were supposed to take part
of the feast,as well as personal belongings,to the next
world viﬁh them. In many 1natanses the favorite horse
was put to death. and buried with theﬁ as was also the

saddle, tomahawk, pipe and qther'cherished articles.
There were times when é body would not be buried in a
grave, but would be placed in & box, which was hung

high in a tree, and left there. In those d;ys‘they diq
not use caskets, and oftent;mea would just wrap the body
in blankets, I have known some %o be buried in a sittiﬁg
position, Bach tribe or settlement had their own burial

grounds near their ocamp.



