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H
1. Tris legend was
secured from (neme) _  ur., John E. Brunkep, R
fdfress Houte 3, lons wolf, siowa County, oklahoma,
p )

This nerson iz (rele or frrmal2) Wit , MNerro, Indlen,

-« I1f indien, rive trabe ~ .white; male.

2. Orifin and history of les~nd or stbr:' the story has bean told by

both indians and whites from the early settling of Nefitern

Oklahoma and traces of the camp of both indian and soldiers were

plain to be seen in eafly times, . ;

3. 'rrite out the lesmend or story rg 22~y l-t lv oas mossihle. Jre Vlank
sheets end attach fimmly %o this forr, lumler of :hfets
attsched : 3
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BRUNKER, JOHN RE. INTERVIEW. 4499 .
Bthel b. tackitt,

rield worker,

Jups 11, 1937.

" An Interview with John Hrunker,
Lone Wolf, (Oklahoma.

Soldier Spring and a Soldier's grave.

ur. John E. srunker was born in Aberystwyth, iales, May
28, 1870. |

he 18 an American citizen and has owned the land across
which Soldier Spring flows apd upon which the grave of the
soldier is locat;sd, since the year 1907.‘

'the spring rises-from a granite boulder on the south
side of the wWichita Mountains which bears its name. ;¢

is in the socuthweat corner of the scuthwest Quarter
of Section 5§, rownship 4, nangs 19, nesar the south

lin’e‘ of the ssction and flows goutheast across mr, Brunksr's
land which is the west half of 'the northwest Quarter of -
Section 8, Township 4, Hange 19.

ibe grave and campsi;e are bere on this section. ibe
legend relates that from an unknown times many tribes of @\’
indians among wham were the Xiowa, Comanche, Caddo, Chay-
enne  and many other of the pPlains indians encamped in this

vicinity in great numbers,
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the main camp of the kiowes was about two miles around
the foot of the mountain to the wst, while the Comanche,
Caddo and other tribes wore on the north side of the
mnountain, ‘

Soldier siaring wus an ideal camping spot protected by
the mountains from the wind and furnishing an abundance of
good water, which flowed away in a small creek full of fish.

When Mr. Brupkar aetéled this place, 8signs yat renainad
of Indian fights among themselves.

nr.v Brunker has pickesd up arrowheada, metate-rocks,
stonas for lcraging hides and some things for which he could ‘
find no nemes .

li;eae indians becams 80 troublescms among thems;alvea
and to the mor; civiliz;d indians as well as to the white
people in exas, that the Government placed a company of
soldiers in camp at Soldier Spring for the protection to all
and espscially to protect the cowboys as they drove their
trafl herds through the ierritery on the wastern dbranch of
the Chisholm 1rail which crossed the North rork of red Hiver
sone five miles to the southsast and camearound irat 1 Moun-
tain, passing on toward the rnorthwest acrcig; the vallsy and

Ll

by way of what is now narvay's yountain.
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While these Soldiers were camped here, onme of their
.aumber was drownadlin ¥lk Creek and his body was buried at .
*the spot described on~Section 8, where it remained untik
the soldfers were moved, wh;nnthey took up his body and
moved i1t to the burial ground of a fort.

" 1he mark of the grave remains to be seen @t this time.

A very -fisrce battle took place between the soldiers
Qnd the indians, starting around the mountain psar the
mouth of pevil‘'s Canyon and contipuing around fha fqot of
ghe mountain back to this camp. Many soldiers on both sides
were killed. , | =

" the soldiers were moved but their dead are not buried
here. ' | > s
Marks of the soldi~rs' camp fires were to be seen when
ur. srunker settled the place. . " -
this was not the wavil's Canyon battle. it wus the
Soldiar Spring battls. =

Soldier -Spring is one of the many spots in the wichita

maggzaina whiéﬁwzhbuld be merked while it can be pointedwout = .

-

by persons who know. 4ill marks will soon hava passed away,



