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Indien-Pioneor History Project TOY Oklaho~vn.

~BRTJNKKR, JOHNS. INTERVIEW. 4499.

Field worker 's name Bthel B. Tack i t t .

This repor t mr.de on (dot*) Jtme I I , 1957. 193_

1. This lP£ond was
secured from (n°ne) ttr. John g .

Address HQuto 3, Lone wolf, jilowa

This r«-rson ir« ( ra le or f^nal?) \tit> , Nerro, In.

.If Indipn, r ive t r i b e - white; male.

2. Orifin and h i s to ry of i r ^ n J or s tcr : ' "the s tory haa been to ld by

both xndiane and whites from the e a r l y s e t t l i n g of weftern

Oklahoma and t r aces of the canp of both mdlan and s o l d i e r s wero

plain to be seen in ea r ly t i isea, " »

3. "Vite out the legend or t-tory r s cc~: l ~ t - l y an noos lb l^ . "Jre Hank
sheets end a t t ach f i rn ly to t h i s fo r - , lun l^ r of .•••Jotr>
attached . 3
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fitfcol b. x a o k i t t ,
f i e l d worker,
Juno 1 1 , 1937.

i n Interview with John arunker,
Lose Wolf, Oklahoma.

S o l d i e r Spring and a S o l d i e r ' a grave .

Mr. John E. brunker was born in Abdrystwytn, S a l e s , May

88, 1870.

he i s an American c i t i z e n and hae owned the land acroaa

which S o l d i e r Spring f lows and upon which the grave of the

s o l d i e r l a l o c a t e d , s ince the- year 1907.

•rhe spring r i s e s -from a granite boulder on the south . ~

s ide of the Wichita Mountains which bears i t s name, i t

i s in the southwest corner of ^he southwest Quarter

Of Sect ion 5 , rownship 4 , Kange 19 , near the south

l i n e of the s e c t i o n and f lows southeast across Mr, arunker's

land which i s the w e s t h a l f oy*the northwest Quarter of/-

Sect ion 8 , Township 4 , nange 19 .

the grave and campsite are here on t h i s s e c t i o n , ihe

legend r e l a t e s that from an unknown time marry t r i b e s of

Indians among whom were the &lowa, Comancbe, Caddo, Chey-

enne and many other of th* P la ins Indians encamped i n t h i s

v i c i n i t y i n great numbers.
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Ib© nain camp of the Jtiowee was about two ml lea around

the foot of the mountain to the wast, while the Coaanche,

Caddo end other tribes were on the north aide of the

counts in .

Soldier Spring was an ideal camping spot protected by

the mountains from the wind and furnishing an abundance of

good water, which flowed away in a small creek fu l l of f i sh .

When Mr* BrunJcer set t led this place, signs yot remained

of Indian fight* among themselves.

Mr. Bruntsr has picked up arrowheads, metate-rocks,

rtonesfor scraping hides and some things for which he could

find no names.

ihese Indians became so troublesome among themselves

and to the more c i v i l i z e d Indians as well as to the white

people in l exas , that the uovernment placed a company of

soldiers in camp at so ldier Spring for the protection to a l l

and especia l ly to protect the cowboys as they drove their

t ra i l herds through the .Territory on the western branch of

the Chltholm rrmil which crossed the North jrork of tied Hiver

sone five miles to the southeast and came around -frail Moun-

ta in , passing on toward the northwest across the va l ley and

by way of what i s now narvey's fountain.
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While these soldiers were camped here, one of the i r

number was drowned in Klk creek and his body was buried a t

-the spot described on Section 8, where i t remained u n t i l

the soldiers were moved, when̂  they took up his body jaid

moved i t to the burial ground of a for t .

ihe mark of the grave remains to be spen "at t h i s time.

A very fierce ba t t l e took place between the soldiers

and the Indians, s ta r t ing around the mountain near the

mouth of Devil's canyon and continuing around .ths foot of

the mountain back to this camp. Many soldiers on both sides

were k i l led . / - /

' liie soldiers were moved but their dead are not buried

here. ' * /

Marks of the soldiers ' camp f ires were to be seen when

Mr. drunker se t t led the place.

ihis was not the uevi l ' s canyon ba t t l e , i t was the

soldier spring ba t t l e .

Soldier Spring is one of the many spots in the Wichita

mountains whici shoul-d be marked while i t can be pointed-^out

by persons who know. All marks will soon have passed away.


