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Ficld Workoer': uame John F. Deugherty

Mis repert made on (date) Mﬁ_zé B ' . 1937

DIOCRAFPHY FORM
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Form A-(S-149)

WOES FAUCRESS ADWINISTRATION - - Q40
~ Indian-Pioneer Hiztory Project for Oklahoma :

~ BARKER, T. J. . INTERVIEW 4536 . "

1. Name Ta_J. Barker

Do .Po:t E)T.‘fico Address &alnhm;. Oklehoma. ’ Voo

3, Residecnce addrces (of lOC;TB ion)\ Route # & _

4 DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ August  Day 10 :Yeur 1853

5, Place of birth Wg_éi Linarty, Kentucky } | i

6, Name of Fathcr §illiam Barker Flace of birth' Virginia -
Cther infermat ion atout father 'Fg_rmer and Carpenter

7. Nem: of Mother Eve Mumpower 'Placcl of birth \iirginia

Otter inTormation about mother

Fotes or complete narrative by the {ield worker dealing with the 1ife and

story of the ;erson intcrviewed,
and questions,
this form,

Refer to Manual for suircsted subjects
Coatinue on blank sheetg if necessary and attach firmly to

o

Number of shiete attsched : .
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John ‘F. Deugherty
Field Worker,
June 22, 1937

Interview with
T. J. Barker
Sulphur, Oklahoma.

There were eleven ohild;;n in our tami#g, 1 was
ﬁorn August }0, 1853, in West Liberfy, Keﬂtucky. I
had a brother living near Thackerville in the: Choctaw
Naﬁion and I; being a oarpenter,’deoided‘to gome to
this new country. | |

"1 cone on -the t;ain from'Kantncky $6 Gaingsville,
Texas,and walked to Thackerville. I helped build the
first cotton gin in Thgpkerville. I§'had onp'gin stand
and a stoei SGTeW press. |

When the $ant§ Fe Railroad was beigg buiit iﬂ'
1886 I got & job on the crew which was laying th; érack.}
There weré two hundred and twenty~-five mex in thia'cgew.
_ We lived on the work. train end paid for our board at the
rate of $16.00 per moﬁth. I recqivgg §1C75 per day for L
my work. The raiiro;d comp;ny 6tfqré§ a five p;roent

’

premium to the first crew that reached Purcell, which

-



was the meéting placewtor the north And south corews,
The north orew won this contest becauaétherelwas‘so
imaoch game through the territory which the southern
crew.was govering that they would go hunting and would
,Qot :eturn’to.the‘work car for several daxs.: Jones
and Caney were the contractors.

I worked for a sammill neat Tuskahoma . in the Choc=.
taw Nation for several years between 1889 and 1500. 'I' ;
received $1.00 a day for cutting'?rees from which the
lumber was sawed. ZXhe sawmill would saw logs free of
charge for those who wanted to build &pmea; )

These cabins were left 1ntaqt‘wh;n the sawmill
changed its location. Anybody desiring a homq coul@

move in and claim the house. Lumber was ¢heap in those
days. The best lumber sold for S0 cents per hundred
feot. .

L]

I have been in Murray County sinco 1900, I_have'
never married. I mske my home with my niece, Mrs. John
Stevens. I have lived with her and her family for forty-

seven years.



