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BKNKB THOMﬂS ARTHURS

¥

Interviewers ‘

The
Th:

509" West Walnut

t

41356,

eriences of a Pigneer
of Oklahams,

8 Arthur Bank® and wife.

Altus, Okla,

Vh

S

My experience in the Indlan Territory began ta 1861

4
when .we oroseed the Cher

prea Nhickasaw "hoctow “‘reek

4
Strips on our way to Texms from Arkansas,

T

-

very eventful until I wap past ten vears of ape,

for the tact that | ioat

Father wes's lew-nbd

was born Lo Spiringdale, Arkansas. -

My lifa vns not
axcent

ny mother by death.

jding eltizen until the Civil dar.

A11 our symp:thles abre

£ur the South but me lived in a

county thai was praetty m?ch divided ins Bhelr sentiments;

some being with the Fede;

>y father ear lj voluntees

tut was turnad down oa ag¢eouat of his health,

discqurs
Jne of the first and

:

Civil
sissonri.

i-to m1asi§§ipgi. VmJ fay

iid not want tu v 80 far

and children s¢ %id 11 gh

\\

off frqa anbush, All ng

+3r was fougnt {a 4

The liebel s0ld

e
-

%

Azgn

als-and wmay wth the Rebels.
ed Iy service with the Rebels,

He came

1

zed.

besrdest .battles of the entire

orth-rn Arksnsas and suthern

£

[

lers were drive. & uth glesr.

her eud a lot of the neighbors
“

ewey {rom “their homes, wiv-s,

A
-

brush ard picked the soldiers

~

[ ves, and everybody hid; every-

.
Gt Ve
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. body fought (nien:wom'en and children) to rid our land

<

»f the Hederals. I do not think half ofgathe time we

wnew 1f we were in arkunsus, [ndian Territory or #issouri.

ther hac £ ht tae inuiuas before, but the Indians
vo ¥l now were nostly for®the South anl gave us very
tle treivle, fThey reully did not seem- to care much

about flehting a"white nan's war. e(don't care, Ve
|
n-t let alozz; e #-nt Lo.hunt”, I think right in

this vieinity was whore the word "Bush Whackers" vas -
first ansli=d tu the Reba. troops.

Ve fpnght every w»ay -weé couid think of. I remember
the mer get s 12t of telegreph-wire, twisted it, and . °
would tie it [Iror ire: to tr2e, where they knew the
Fedarals wou.d pass a.d thea hide and ‘shoot ther as the

“wire runght ther uader the neck 8nd threw the- fronm

L

thetr horses, s

Jue morning [ was aiding in 8 hazel thirket, 1

heard horscs ap.roaching rapidly and I neeped Hut to see.

~ 1

I saw seve: inen running their horses as i{f the old Sersted

“

. . /
wag 1ft 1 the;”hisﬁcla./ finen they had paesed I stepred
> . . /

gut %t see nas o, O our .en were after them auc there

+

was 9nly ons lone .l sheuting from behind o tree.

™ .
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The Federuls toon ell our atock tnd nte =1 nur

provisions. So fether called éll our Lin togethe: gne
night to‘sée whut we onght £9 doe My matharts voungest
sister hpu tried to help dea take care 9f ug childrpj
".affer uot&er wos zond. We loved her de&rl&. Dﬂwnlin,

the woods a@ong'the zéne brakes, tather said there ware
four youag nules tﬁat had been,OVBrlooled by the Feénrals.
| @hese nules ﬂ;:e about two years 13 and hod never heen
roved, father sent us ooys with anzle (éur hsloved aunt's
husband] to ret thae.. wpile he gatheréd up o;a pleazs of
wrecked wagons to piece together to see i he 23.04 nnt
mnke.twv wogons that would haul the woman nad ehildran

of our two fami;ies to Texas, Whers it was rumorgd thers
was aat sa éuch fighting, Father had a brother in Zllis
Gounty that was xnows to have & 1arga ransh vith pleﬁty

of cattle, horses, and sheep. Pa rigged up two Wi gons;
'to the tirst one we hitchaé’two of thase 3uung.§ul§s and
Jut in front of them ta the ; ngue of the wagon was hitéﬁod
an ola worn out ag&y norse thnt we had founi mndering

around {n the woods to guide fthose yiung mules end-try and

seep them pulling struight. [There were 10 rocds only,
; f

trails te fol ow. To the other wagon was hitehed the other

s ‘
}

young mules. and piacad g§ nee the first wagou as was

N | i
)

|
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tho.ght sefe eud lariatted to the ond uf the first wagon

¢

by ropes vo halp gzuide ther. A horse in front af two

~

mles was culled & £ L.ed jezi. ¥e 2ross the Ar<auscs

- 4

River on & fexry.uoa@,a;L ihe other sirea. =z we tardad, /
“ i

We giu nsb Tun Lnte wnyone oi the crtire trip bvud Inef.rs

and they scamed ver) pletsca 10 let us'slon: us ve did

-

ndt have unyihiiug thaoy wrnteu. hWie wus jnueed o celutifl
- gouatrys 18 Ay o w0 Jf ull sinde arc the [pelitrc ala

not seen. tou unlhiond)ye

At the cloae of the wnr wo ~guilausd tom ~ °rips
bacx and Torth fro. Texas to :rﬁgnsas)often briaging our
eattle or horsos Lirdash and szone tines tradiie orsss
with the [adi.:s. I had acjuired mite o Uttle s.lil
in shiyein. uarges and li%ed t0 be on-tha big I'OuNi-u s

that this cdsatir, hal. The r age was wli froe up here
% {

X

anu @uny cattlemen “epi regiler herus up her. xith i
T )
chuex wsgons 3:id 11r: riders,.

¢

-

In 1686 I f5uad & van north »f old Loaa's "rossiag
woulu re;ihxuish to se for L1900, 50 I bauxzht his d 8~
out ana sight Lo . rove up 1or a wouectend, I wert ha
t0 hlils “ounty, 5 got -5 funily to come but ny wife|did

o not wa U to 40 e, I loused (1t wy Jurout to g man apd

continued t5 go bac< *..a forth, [ uld not persand: =
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. Wife to come with the children until 1897,
[ had made u‘goodlmany trips up here and there were
a good many hohéstéadérs here now, but only one house
b&llt abové the ground between Mangum snd Vernon, The
mefi-who built it had already goae and Mr. MeKibbins at
Vernon had a lien »n the house ?or supplies he had let
the oWner have. He sold me this house for $7b.00. Al

[

éﬁe Aelghbora helped and we too% the floor but,'ﬁ%cked
it up, put it on wagons, hauled it around the h;ad of
Haekb;rry Creek and placed it .in tront of the dugout on
my claim. Wevhad a time getting it moved aoross the
prairiejand hai to take the tongues out of the wagons to
make & turn. My neighboré {to be ) said I was soﬁ%

engineer or I could not have accomplished it.

%e had an 21d well sweep to draw water from the well

. _ with a well we
;and this remained the only house/ for years and/had all .
the community g 1gs here preaching, singing, dancing,
and funerals, We . Jght three wagsns up from Texas with

us and lot of loose stock, My wife still\pontends,that
K . ‘\\- . S
had she not been in fhe first wagon that crossed Red River

Y

she would not ever have ciossed. I mean the first of our
N - A

train.
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The children hed hesrd so muéh abO\;t\E:d River that
they all wanted to wade aocross just to sey they had waded \
in Red River. When we ware about hnlf way across_the
nine year o0ld sot stepped into & hole of quicksand apd\\

went instantly to hls shculders. He was on my aide of\ \

the wagonibut my wife hap eres touseo_himmandwac?eamed._\§~\\\

I juuped over the side of the wagon and pulled him out \x\\\\;\
and all was safe. ' .

We had wonderful neighooﬁs then as now and shortly
after ue.cane they gave us & house waerming and the neighboré
brought us chickens little pige, any nunber of things they
had accumulated artar sevvral yoars of living here.

I brought my ilacfsmiph forge with ne and set it up
under a8 sottonwood tree. The‘thrce wagons i brought with
me were all péinted red. I now found g%afNZII kh;\wood
posts ana poles that we neﬂdéd for fenecing, burning, or
buildi~g were swiped from agross the rivér in the Nation
as it was called, /

' 3

The marshals would not let us eut zréen vsod without

arresting.us {f thoy caught us but did not care for us ’

getting the dead wood, If the Indians caught us however
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we had to pay them fifty cents a loed. [ wade many tfips
————"N

h for waod ghd tﬁe boys and 1 usually took all three wagons
e;ery time we went,'for Ehe oreexs wore so dangerous to

v O0T0S8 Wwe n§edéd to help each other anross., I qas'never
caught but alwayé togk my'ftfty cents yp pay the Indiana
should I get caught. |

«y wife never liked for us to wate thss~ trips and

usually ecried and because of reaQ never sleg&\while we
were gone, Lt alweys took us twa or tﬁree days to make\

the trip #ith no high water to hinder anrd longer if #ﬁ .

had high water. Once when we had made a trip over fnto

 \

.

the Nation my oldest son hurri-~d home shead of me and
told his mother the marshal Lad gotten me. 'He never .tried
it again for it irightened her so. They would k-ep some
- of our neighbors in jfall six weeks some times n&en theyl
caugbt thgm but they were usudlly set. free without a f;ue.,
Vle had drou ths those firat years even as we éo now
and .e neighbors had to g0 on each other's notes and tie
un‘everythlng we had to got surplies from Vernon. T . “.
remenber oﬁce my wife got alonZ on one gallon of lard a
whole year once. %
%e did not like to have to make more than one or two

trips to Vernon a yeur and always as wmany of the neighbors
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as acould would gd at %he same time to help each other

B
et

agross the crecks and rivers. We tried to tske our wives

a#‘laaat once & year. Once coming home when we got to

; )
\ tbe Red River we ssv it was up, 80 some of us declded we

[ . »

had better tave the horses 1o0:se from the wagons and ride
1

t

?ham across firgi and feel out d&ath s:fe for ﬁhe wagons, -
¥y horse did not want to swim and laid down in the water.
i {0k my c¢lothes off and plunged i; t0 try ¢o save my
fhorse. I lost 8ll m& clothes and all the money [ had.

‘T got. my ho;séAsarely landed on a sand bar and atartéd on
‘swimming down stream to' rescue my‘ciothes when iy wife and

{oqe of the neighbor women from the bank observed that my
horse was safe but that [ was going on down the stream &nd

) .
( thought surely‘one of the men were drowned. My vife grabbed

§

®n ax and the neig,hbor a bottle of whiscey and away tbey

came down theﬂstream on the bank as close to the water as

| they dared get. We began to scream at them to gn)baoklfor

we were all naked, but they ocould not seem to uonderstand.

¢

[ never did get Ly nlothes, Wh;n'ie came from §E§QF we had
' N ’ . *
left one san down‘thero.' I eould wear his e¢lothes nicely,
.. : . N
Amtd this cobfusion this son drove up to pay us a visit

“and I s dressed in his ciothes:f By putting eight liorses
v ' . )
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to eagh wagoh we got acrass with the loss of one horse who

-

.apumbleﬁ and feli vhile crossing and the other seven just
pulled the lead on 6§t,‘drqgéing him alongl He was not
dead when we got him out but died a few minutes after,

On one of my rambling trips I had my family with e
and we had passed 4uannah Parker éarlter in the morning
giing to Fofthill.’ He had threa of his wives with him.
He stOpped and visited witb us ~nd showed the wife and

children a8 coon that he had shot that had only three legse.

.
T

He thourht it strange and so did we,
/

~ 4: we went on south we saw several banda of Indians,

v o

then we camnved and wWere eating, a band of [:dians came up

~

and wanted to'trade horses, I went a little way, off with

the:n to look at their horses.i The wife and children continued
to eat. ihere was s sack of flour leaning agaiﬁgt fhe'hind
wﬁeel of the wagon. Some of the Indians came up to my wife
and said; "Chuck away, Chuck awey". My wife thought they
sald, "Sack away", She had one of the boys move it. That
d1d not please t'heq. My wife became frightened and told the
children tggallvéet into the wagon and said\to the Ind(ans,
.pointing to where she could see me talking to the other

.

Indians "You will have to wait until my man comes. I do not

1

s know what you want", ¥hen I came up I told her they wanted

\
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vwhat was in the chuck boxe. Ve had a lot of biscuits‘
cooked up. The Indiens crossed their legs across their
horses aid I poured ell the\eooked food we hed Loto their

- »
laps and sway they rode as happy as they could be,

\

e often “saw Juannsh Parkex and learned to .&{m;v éqme
of his seven w‘lvés. He bad ofre he ce;-llfd T30 Nio'ie“:. .
Once when the President had sent for "Pax‘?'mr to core to
Weshington he declded to teke "Too Nicle™ with him end
took her to Vernmon to a wm.te dressmaker tq mak? her a
dress to wear. The dressmaker told "Too Nicie" that she
would havéto have a ooécsat to make her dress ;ook‘ nice'
_and when they. got oné fastened ‘on her she ran out into
the street to show 1t t0 her husbend before she would let
them put her dresla over it. Once when Buck Smith end I
were over mak-iné ;ome farm_tools for Juannsh Parker'-, they
kept ﬁp gsuch a din ‘.of rac}get' beating. on c;id t{r cens that
we eould not sleap for two days and night. Ve asked them'
what 'they .meant. They aaid’one of them was sick and they
*“were.trying to drive the evil Spirits eway.
ane there came %9 our canx; a ;white man who was dressed

14 e an Indien, Le made us underatand that he was eseaping

from the Indians who had captured him when he was a very

\ \//'
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small bay. ' He had triea often to escape and avery time.
th?y cau{.ght' him they would burn a hole"th'r‘ough'his ear,

| He had twelve holeg in one ear and aii in the other._ Ve
,:;udged him to - be about\t‘hirty years old. He said he hed

escaped this time by ‘cutting hi(é squétm throat and 'snea’king

out -while “the- Buck wiaé ssleep who had been left to guard
&

him. He &rew in the sand the hills and stream of the country
from which he -had beenstolen from and the brand of his fathex::s’,kr
“E;at—t\ie'as/ he éem’,embered*iﬁ.- '.I recognized the "H" as belonging ‘l,
to Mr. tunt dov;n neay’ Fort;Wcrth end sent him on down that |
way 8nd- that was r;ght; he was united with his peo\ple after
more than twenty-"ﬁve years of captivitv, o
¥ild cattls ¢nd getting drowned wem the greateg_t.dangems
we really had. |

Onse one of our neighbor boys from Texag came up here

to teagh at dld Dunbar, Four of the young meh’wem; over to

-

rldorsdo to ;s ball game, t‘fimn they came to Salt Fork &Mng ;;;'
hane there .had‘ been a risg. One of ny nebhewa sald to the
other boys, "Let me cross first. I know the stream b;attér
and then I° -az@i rect iou boya from the othér sidel He'

nade it and culled to.the others, The next boy made it.‘

The new boy™{the teacher) who did not know the stream

H
i

{.
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s;arted, and his horse stumbled end threw him. The horse
thén’turned back and made the shore he had started from. |
The ﬁofs gave the alarm and every one in the country turned ‘ J
out to laok for the body.

I got on .ny horse and started to Mangum to telegraph
his folks. I.could not cross the river, but met a man’ whe.
said [ oou;duépt 8a0ross at Granité.\ My horse géve out four
mules from Granite. I left him with a man and continued on
focte Too late when I got there, s0 I had to wait till
morning £ v a Qire was down somewhers, I sent a telegram
headed Grenite. I, walked bagk, end got my horse. when I ©
g 't h.me again, I joined the huntgra for the bof;s body.

[ g

All night again the search went 6n. 4 wagon load of people

50,

A

had attemp .ed to oross the rlver'at Doan's Crossing. A lot
of their things had floated out of the wagon. Tiey were
walxing down the bank looking for them when the lady sajd
‘to her busband, "Laok, there is & bundle of some one's
clothing™. On trying to fish it out it was found to be the -
body of the missing boy. He was brought to our house aad
qe.mgge a cof'fine The body had been in the wster since
Saturday aboup noon until Monday afternoon, so Qa éould not

f

weit for bis peaple to oS, Just after’ve had him buried,
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up came his father. The telegram being head

had gone to Granite, He wanted to take the

to Texag‘to‘his own pegple for a final restir
R
had to swim our horses over-Red River to get

oy

)

\g place.

Granite he

There we had a man make us a box and lins {t-

and ’ ‘
took it hack opened the grave/set the coffin
b ox,. 'w%ksoldered the top- on and teooi

to Vernon to put on' the train to ship to Ell{

8 "Ounty.

T30

4135,

hody back home
Ve
to Vernon. -
with tin, VYe .
in the 11ngd

the while thlng buaak

¥

¥hen we uttempted to put the body in the baggageecoach the

train men would not acgept it, Saylng we hag
doctor's certificate of denth, or let them §i
‘e talked and talked. The'dody was ell to pt
laying in the water so longs We could ;ot-OQ
dec&yed odér if the box was unseeled. Nothin
The Father of the boy pulled cut his gam end
:aslde; boys loed that bor in, and anyoﬁe want

it this gun telks ..

ey the hoad;
eses from

eu for the

said, gy

ing to dis

I am géing home !dth.my bay's body'

The train pulled ocut sith the tody. Tﬁg neighbor women

helping ry wife had.fed all thode three‘hundr%d men whi Ye

they had been hunting that body. We tried to

chickens they had killed; biscuits made, and

but finally gave up. For nearly a week we had

not been

g did any fEood,

40 have a -

\

Y o

ceount t.he‘1

poffeo sery

.~

e
»

d >

ute

od,

to

’

Ve
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" bed to sleep nor had any rest; snd we were tired. Ve
had done the best we knew and helyed a friend in a sad

hour. ‘ {

Ry



