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509 w

Expert, encoa of a PJ,gneer
of Oklahoma.

s Arthur Banks and wife,
west Walnut. Altus, Okla,

I
My experience in tftp Irt-iisn Territory began In 1B61

when.we crossed the, CherjoKee nhickasaw Ohoctow 'Vreefc

Strips on our way to TeXaa fron Arkansas.

I woe born I.; Sprta?claro, Arkansas.- Wy l t fn war- not

very eventi'ul un t i l I was past ten years of «£o, accent

for tbe fa<-'t th^t I ioat

Father was:a law-^b

ray mother- by death.

dtag ci'tizen unt i l the Oivil <*,'ar.

our ay»npobbies aere for tho South but we lived in a

coantj.that sa^ pretty nmeh divided in» their sentiments;

sorae beiag with the i fed^Usand uiany wi tn the Rebels.

fty father early volunteered awrvice «ith the Rebels,

but was turnad dowa oa a<

horae, or course, ci

One of the f i r s t anc

Civil ,.ar »aa fought i a

Ussouri . The nebei

hardest-bat t les of the ent ire

th-rn Arkansas and s juthe,rn

iers ««re cJriveti s uth

i ' t o Mississippi. Mj father

Hi not want t j gj so far

and children so bid ia \p

off froji a-nbu3h.

couat of his health. He came

'r taxd a lo t of the neighbors

eway from-thetr homes, w iva ,

j brush ard picked the soldiers

.ves, ana everybody hid; every-
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body fought (men women and children,) to rid our land

•'.f the lvederals. I do not think half ofsSthe tiinr we

if we were in Arkansas, Indian Territory or Missouri.

My f''yther had f'JUfeht tne iuuiuns before, but the Indians
y

wo vkl now were .Mostly forv the South an3 gave us very

lfytle trc\t&le, Thejf reull-y did not seem-to care much

apout figniting a^whlte rnan'-s war. e don't care, we

~t let alon-s; <e a.-%.x to-hunt". I think right in \

/this vicinity \ras whore the word "Bush V/hacker-a"' was

f i r s t applied to the Rele.Jx troops.

We fought every way-we could think of. I reraerab/er

the nor get ? lot of telegraph-wire, twisted i t , F.

would t i e i t froT trc:- to tr-?e, 'shere they know the

Fed or M] 3 wjnu-i p.i3s a id the.i hide atid'shoot thf»rr> as the

wire "aught the:* uid-:r th'i neck and ttoevr the- from

the'r h,opse3.

One isornin^ : was hiding in a hazel thi "tcet-. I

heard horses approaching rapidly and I peeped )ut to see.

I saw sever, r.sn running iheir horses as if the old Scrstcb

T?as 5ft r tac^phi.:;3cl» y vVuen they had paaBed I stepoed

out t : j-ee r.%7 n.-.ii., xi our .aen were after them aac there

was Vniy one ion" /»u sh^jtin^ from beniad a t r e e .



Tho Federals took a l l our atock unu »-.te v»l our

provisions* So father nailed a l l our Liu together one

night to cee wh«t we ought to do. My mothnr's yourigosi

s is ter hau tried to hdlp daa take care >)V \ir> children

after mother wns cone'.. Hie loved her dearly. Down in,

the woods among the nane brakes, father sftid th^re

four young mules that had been overlook3<3 by th«-

Thes? laules »ere .-about two years r>l5 av.r had, n<w

ro:>o<i. Father sent us ooys with jinclo (our beloved aunt ' s

husband) to ,^et the.* while he gfithered up old pieces of

v?recked wagons to pioce together to see if he ovJ.d n'<t

make tun wagons that would haul the worasu :;aa ohildre"

of our two families to Texas, #ier« i t was ruiaormi there

tvas not so much fighting. Father had a brother In 211i8

bounty that was Known to have h large raneh v/t th plenty

of cat t le , horses, and sheep. Pa rigged up tve? vfTigone;

to tho f i r s t one we hitched two of "thoao iounf .mil^s Hf\d

out in front of them to the tongue of the wagon was hitched

an ola worn out artcy horse thut «e had fowl 7ri:id«ring

around in the woods to g-iide those young mules and-try and

keep them pulling s t ra ight . There were no roeds only,

t r a i l s to fol o*. To the othsr wagon was hitched the other

young raulea and placed as n«epr the f i r s t wagon as waBI
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tho.ight safe and Lariat ted to thg ond .if the f i r a t dragon K

by ropes to help guide them.' A horse in front of two

amles WAS culled a S. L.;sd Ie&:,.« Wo cross the i?.r<ai:sr.s

River on e. f e i rV uo&t, a l l Ihr other s t r ea a we lordfcd*

We dia m t run Into :.nyor-o oil the or t i r e t r i p but ltwl'..r.s

and they Suornea very pier;sea to l e t us'nion;- LS uc'die;

not havo utiyt2iiii{« tl.-oy '.<^r,tea« Thii. '.vas Jnueed o cecut-if

couatry; >.l8 ,t> .1"' :</-.' ,f iil-i kind's <wc the £n»iit : c oia

not

At the close of the v/̂ r wo ?outinned to m

umi forth fro... Texas to ^r^ar.saa^ otteu bri.^riug our

or liorsos './-roa^rh and 30:20 tiije3 t radi i r

with the indi . :a, I had aciulrfid j u i t e a l i t t L e

in ahiei 'i- aoraes and l iked to be on the big

tnat thio <jdj.itr/ h a i . The r ngy 'sus S.1A fr•!>(.• up horti

ana afiitj cattlemen '<ect regil '*r her ja trj hfiT*- '.vith tlidir

chuctc Wbgoris S:id Itr.• r ids rs , .

In 168G I fyu.id ti u.an nor^h .»f ola L-oaa's r r cas ing who

woulu reain^uish to ^o for ..L'O.'O, bo I bought h i s djlig-

out aua vij-;l t Lc ^ruvo u^ lor a ''ir.^cctena. I %ert baq!-.

d id

not' .aa t t t to te. I '.O'jstif] c j t >ny d.j^out to ^ :r»sr» .'ipd

continued to go bac< •• .0 f^r th . I uiC not

to tiliis "ouat^, to t;et -.i fL:-iily to roaic but ny W
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wife to come' with .the children until 1897,

I had made u good many trips up here and t;here were

a good many homesteaders here now, but only,one house

built above" the ground between Mangum and Vernon, The

roafi who built it had already gxu<?. and Mr. MoKibbtns at

Vernon had a lien on the house for supplies he had let .

the owner have. He sold me this house for $7b,00. All

the neighbors helped and we took the floor out, jacked

. it up, put it on wagons, hauled it around the head of

Hackberry Greek and placed it in front of the dugout on

my claim. We had a time getting it moved across the

prairie, and ha.i to take the tongues out of the wagons to

sake a turn, % neighbors (to be ) said I was sorm

engineer or I could not have accomplished It,

We had an old well sweep to draw water from the well
with a well we

(and this remained the only house/for years and/had all

the community g* ngs here preaching, singing, dancing,

and funerals, Wt» . oght three wagsns up from Texas with

us and lot of loose stock. My wife still contends .that

had she'not b»en in ihe first wagon that crossed.Red River

she would not ever have crossed, I mean the first of our

train.
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The ch i ldren had heard so much about Red River t h a t

they a l l wanted to wade ac ros s j u s t t o say"*thjBy had waded

in Red R i v e r / When we were about h« i f Way a c r o s s J the

nine year old SOL stepped Into a hole of quicksand &nd\

' \

\

\ ' \went instant ly to his shoulders. He was on my side of, \

the wagon.but my wife hap >er.ej to s&e-hlnuand screamed,

I jimped over the side of the wagon and pulled him out

and a l l was safe.

We had wonderful neif?hr>ors then as now and shortly

after we came they gave us a house warming and the neighbors

brought us chiejcens, l i t t l e pigs, any nunber of things they

had accumulated after several years of l iving here.

I brought my blacksmith f,orge with ne- and set i t up

under a eottonwood t r e e . The three wagons I brought with

me were a l l painted red;. I now found ^hat a l l the wood

posts ano poles that we needed for fencing, burning, or

d i ^ were awiped from across the river in the Nation

it was called. /
I

The marshals would not l e t us cut />:reen vcod without

arresting-us i f thoy caught us but did not .care for us ->

getting the dead wood. If the Indians caugfit us however
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we'had to pay them f i f t y eeato a load . I made many . t r ips

for wood and the boye and I usua l ly took a l l three wagons

every time we went, for the oreeks were so dangerous t o

, cross we needed to help euoh other a c r o s s . I was never

caught but always took my f i f t y cents to pay the Indiana

should I get caught.

i.y wife never l iked for us to mace thes« t r i p s and

usually cried and because of fear never s l e p t while we

were gone. I t always took us two or three days to make

the t r i p with ao high water t o hinder ar.d longer i f ^e

had high water . Once when we had made a t r i p over, i n t o

the Nation ray o ldes t , son harr ied home ahead of me and

told his mother the marshal had got ten me. He never , t r ied

i t again for i t Heightened her s o . They would'rk^ep some

. of our neighbors in j a i l s i x weeles some times when they

oaught them but they were usual ly eat- f ree without a f i n e .

We had drouths those f i r s t years even as we do now

and .e neighbors had to go on each o t h e r f s notes and t i e

us everything we had to got suppl ies from Vernon. T

reraanber once my wife got alon£ on one ga l lon of lard a

whole year once.

We did not l i k e to have to make more than one or two

t r ip s to Yernon a yeur and always a s snany of the neighbors
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aa could would go" at the same time to help each other

across the creeks and .riTers* We tried to take our wives

ai^lesst once et year* Once' coming home when we got to
v p

I

tke Red River we saw i t wao up. so some of us decided we

hjad be t t e r ta'ce the horses lo.-se from the wagons and r i d e

them across f i r s t and fee l out a^ath s : fe for the wagona. •

% horse did not want t o swim and l a id down in the water .

I t iok my c lothes off and plunged in to t ry to save my

horse. I l o s t a l l ray c lo thes and a l l the money I had.

I got.aiy horse safely landed on a sand bar and s t a r t e d on

swimming down stream to ' rescue ray c lo thes when isy wife and

one of the neighbor women from the bank observed tha t my

horse was safe but t ha t I was going on down the stream end

thought surely*.one of the men were drowned. My wife grabbed

an ax aSd the neighbor a b o t t l e of whiskey and away they

came down the«s t rean on the bank as^ close to the water as

they dared g e t . We began t o scream a t them to gn back for

we were a l l naked, hut they could not seem, to understand.

I aevsr did get iy c lo thes . When' we came from Tessas we had

lef t one aon down there* I oould wear h i s c lo thes a l e o l y . '
. . • . \

Aiaid th i s ootifuslon t h i s son drove up to pay us a v i s i t
and I 4BQS dressed In h i s c l o t h e s . ' By pu t t i ng e igh t horses



•• BANKS, THOMAS ARTHUR. INTERVIEW. . 41,35,

to each wagon we got across with the l o s s of one horse who

8tumbled and f e l l whi le cross ing and the other seven j u s t

pulled the load on out , dragging him a long . He was not

doad when we got him out but died a few minutes a f t e r .

On one of ray rambling t r i p s I had ray family with tae

and we had passed xiuannah Parker e a r l i e r in the morning

gdng* to F q f i t ' S l l l . ' He had three of h i s wives with him.

He stopped and v i s i t e d with us -nd showed the wife and

children a coon that he had shot that haci only three l e g s .

He thought i t strange and so did we.

A.-: we went on south we saw severa l bands of Indians*

When we canoed and were e a t i n g , a band of Indians came up

and wanted t o ' t r a d e horses* I went a l i t t l e wayf o f f with
"" P

ni to look a t thair h o r s e s . The wife and chi ldren continued

to e a t . There was a sack of f lour^leaning aga ins t the hind

wheel of the wagon* Some of the Indians came up t o my wife

and s a i d ; "Chuck away, Chuck avoy". My wife thought they

s a i d , "Sack away"* She had one of the boys move i t . That

.did not p l ease than* My wife became fr ightened and to ld the

children t o / a l l ge t In to the wagon and sa id to the Ind ians ,

point ing to where she could see me t a l k i n g t o the other

Indians, "You w i l l have to wait u n t i l my nan comes. I do not

- know what you want". Whan I came up I t o l d her they want#d
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what was In the chuck box* We had- a lot of biscuits

cooked up. The Indians crossed their legs across their

horaea aiid I poured all the\eooked food we had into their

laps and away they rode as happy as they could be.

We often*%aw ^uannah Barker and learned "to ̂ vaw some

of his seven wives. He bad ofrts he called "Too Hicie% "

Once when the President had sent for Parser to co>"e to

Washington he decided to take '•Too Niciew with him and

took her to Vernon to a white dressmaker to, make her a

dress to wear. The dressmaker told nToo Nicie" that she

would heveto have a corset to make jher dress look nice

and whon they, got one" fastened on her she ran out into

the street to show it to her husband before she would let

them put her dress over it. Once when Buck Smith and I

were over making some farm, jtools for ^uannsh Parker-, they

kept up such a din -of raoket beating on old tir cans that

we could not sle&p for two days and night, W© asked them

what they .meant. They said one of them was sick and they

were-trying to drive the evil Spirits away.

Once there came to our camp a white man who was dressed

11 re an Indian, He made us understand that he was escaping

from the Indians who had captured him when he waa a rery
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small boy. He had tried often to escape and every time-
*

they caught him they would burn a hole through his ear.
* . •

He had twelve holes In one ear and six in the other. Vfe

judged him to be about thirty years old. He said he had '

escaped this time by cutting his squaws throat and sneaking

out while'the- Buck was asleep who had been left to guard

him. He drew In the sand the hills and stream of the. country

from which he had beenjatolen from and the brand of his fatherJLa_
V.

catt le 'as he remembered-fct. I recognized the nH" as belonging j

to Kir. ^ n t down near* Fart Worth and sent him on down that

way and* that was right* he was united with h i s people after

more than twenty-five years of capt iv l tv .

Wild cat t le and gett ing drowned vom the greatest dancer•

we really hade

Once one of our neighbor boys from Texas came up here

to teaoh at old Dunbar. Four of the youngf men went over to

Kldorado to a ba l l game. Khen they came to Salt Fork coming "

home there had been a rise* One of ray nephews said to the

other boys, "Let me cross f i r s t . I know the stream better

and then I aifiirect you boys from the other aide? He

made It and called to . the others. The next boy made i t» t

The new. bijyMthe teacher) who did not know the stream



' ' 129
BANKS, THOMftS ARTHUR. INTERVI EYf • • 4135 ,

-12-

atarted, and his horse stumbled and threw him. The horse

then turned back and made the shore he had started from.

The boys gave the alarm, and every one In the country turned j

out to look for the body,

I got on jay horse and Btarted to Mangum to telegraph

his folks. I-could not cross the r iver , but mot a man'who*

said I oould.get across a t Granite, ifly horse gave out four
• 4

mules from Granite. I l e f t him with a man and continued on

foc t» Too l a t e when I got there, so I had to wai,t t i l l

morning f >r a wire was down somewhere* I sent a telegram

headed Granite. I , walked back, and got my horse. When I

g ' t h ime again, I joined the hunters for the boy's body.

All night again the search went on. A wagon load of people

had, attempted to cross the r iver a t Doan*« Crossing. A l o t f
i.

of their things had floated out of the wagon. *Dey were

walking down the bank looking for them when the lady said

to her husband, "Look, there i s a bundle of some one's

clothing". On trying to fish I t out i t was found to be the

body of the missing boy. fie was brought to our house aad

we -made a coffin. The body had been in the wster since

Saturday about noon un t i l Monday afternoon, so we could not

wiiit for bis people to cotse. Just after we had him buried,
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up came his father. The telegram being headfGranlte he

had gone, to Granite, He wanted to take the body back home

to Texas to his own people for a final restiag place. We

had to m our horses over-Red River to get

There -we had a man make us a box and lino it
and

took It back opened the grave/s-jt the coffin

box. V.'o soldered the top on and too* the vrh

to Version to put ou' the train to ship to Ell;

When we attempted to put the body in the bag)

to Vernotu

with tin* We

in the lined

le thing back

s

;age coach the

train men would not acoept it, Saying we hac#to have a

doctor's cer t i f icate of death, or l e t them vj e« the bodi

t'.'e talked and talked. The "body was a l l to pleeos fro*

laying in the water so long. We could not ojen for the

decayed odor if the box r/as unsealed. Nothirg did any

The Father of the boy pulled Gut his gem and

.aside; boys load, that boy In , and anyone isrant

i t this gun tfclks . . I am geing home fri.th my

said, "Staid

Ing to dis

boy's body

The train pulled out with the body. The neighbor women

helping ny wifo had.fed a l l those three.hundred men whi

they had been hunting 'that body. W© t r ied to count the

chickens they had ki l led; b iscui t s made, and feoffeo

but finally gave up. For nearly a week we haq not been

;ood.

ute

to
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bed to sleep nor had any rest; and -we were tired. We

had done the best we knew and helped a friend in a sad

hour.


