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Fatter, J . T«̂  Brown

In 1B7& whan I was eight years old my parents
j

decided to move f roci fciissouri_ to Xexas. vt»e traveled.

south to Van Bures, ia-kansas ?diere we grossed the river

on a ferry boat. , I t was on the ferry boat that v?e

almost had a very serious accident.

The ferry.*as rather a large one for those times,- -

having an engin • in the center' and places for teams and N

wagons too in each side of the boat. «e were the last

wagon on the" tec t and had pulled in on the left side.

There was a gate on. the end of the ferry but for some

reason it had not-bee-s- dosed. ' My father and I v/ere-

d'ut'-of the wagon, r«hile my mother and the rest of the

children had remained in the- wagon. Just then the man -•

started the engine- and some steam blew out in the face "

of one of the old mares«3 and she, begun to jump around am

back'up. _ . ,

My- father grabbed 'yhe wheel and began yelling at '

the horses, AS the, bo&t had already left the shore,
to

there-was greet danger of uhe -agon rolling off the back
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end of the ferry into th9 water. Some negroes on the /

ferry helped and the horses were finally stopped, but

not before they had pushed tha back o2 the wagon to

y/ithin six inches or the end of the ferry. *>

...e went on down into Texas through Tort Smith,

3tri2ic,to\ra,. and Caddo to Î ontâ -ue County, i'exas. ..e'

lived there three >ears and then moved over across

Bad Ri-vBr into the Chickasaw Nation to a place called

• Jim Town (Jimtowi* ..as ^bout four niles.east of the present

to'v.n of Leon, in Love County). Jiiatown was not auch of

a place in those dsys. Ho postoffice and no cotton gin.

The nearest TDOS toff ice v/as .Mar ys vi l la , Texas, an." the

man 77ho had the postoffice had one box to put a l l the

mail in that belonged to the people at Jimtown* »ihen one

person went to i^rysville they brought back the mail for

everybody.

Yflien we f i r s t moved to Jimtoun we had to Jiaul our

cotton across Red River. At f i rs t we had to ford the ,

riv-er and could hau^-only a wagon box full of'cotton, "iiich

as.half a bale. There we£e bins at the gin T&er« we could

put the f i rs t load while we went back for the rest of i t . »

If the gin was rushed, we would put the last half in the
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bin and wait our turn for ginning. Later-*£ere was a ferry

across Bed fiiver.

t The cotton gin at Marysville was run by oxen power.

There was a great wooden Ytieel about thir ty feet acrosl, ,

lying almost f la t ; i t was t i l t ed just a l i t t l e . The •' • . •

oxen were placed on the wheel in such a n&nrier as to • .• -

walk up the inditfe, and as they walked, the wheel moved

under their feet . There was a stationary bar placed

across behind them so'that .if they stopped walking the , .,»*,

wheel carried them back against the bar and they were

made to • go on-. • '

This big wheel turned by tiie oxen furnished the

power to turn twb^gin stands. ,The cotton v/as carried

from the* wagons in baskets and placed 'on a table 'or shelf

from which the man vho fed the machine spread i t and •

raked i t into the gin stands by hand. The cotton l int was

thrown directly into a rather large room. From there,

men carried i t in their, arms and placed i t in* the press.
i * *

A great wooden sorew was used to compress the cotton into ,

a bale. The screw was a round pole with the wooden threads

cut'in i t , Soma times a piece of the thread would break off

-and ,it would be necessary to stop and
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From the topiof this screw a pole projected out

and down, so that the tm were somewhat like an inverted

V. A horse was hitched teethe end of the pole and

driven around and around to turn ,the screw. The screw

did not move up and down. The nut was loose and moved

up and down as the screw-turned, and was attached to

the block that pleased the cotton, A bale of cotton in

those days was about the sane size that-we make them now.

The f i r s t cotton gin at Jimtown was built in 1879 (?>

It was run by a regular steam engine and boiler.

Just a few years before we moved to Jimtown, the

Comanches made their las-t raid into t h a t p s r t of the

country. I think i t was in February of 1872 that nearly ' ,

two hundred of them came dovai Mud 'Creek in what is now

Stephens and Jefferson County.and crossed the Red River

into Texas, swinging, down toward Denton. They were on a

horse-stealing expedition and were gathering up horses

as they went. The white people had sighted them coming

and had sent riders on ahead to warn the settlements.

At one place a man had heard the news and had sent his

. two boys out to bring in his horses. The boys had found

the herd and were riding on the old "bell" mare, followed

by th.8 res t of the herd, vben eight or nine Coman<?he8
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tried to stop them. They kept right on running and

the Indians fired on them with arrows. One arrow struck

the boy riding behind in the back and killed him. His

brother held him on the horse unti l they reached home.

Tthen the Indians saw that they had killed the boy, they

gave ,up the chase-. Thi t boy was the only person killed

during the vfooie raid. , . *

As the Comanches progressed south and east they

found tilings were getting hotter for them end they

turned north and recrossed the lied River ct Gains "Crossing

and headed up Walnut Bayor (now called u'alnut Creek)

until they reached a place called Battie Spring Prairie. •

(Battle Spring Prairie is between Oswalt and Cheek in

Love County). «.t this point they evidently thought they

were far enough away to be safe and stopped and wents

into caap. *

" An Indian, by the name of' Col. Gaines, a fullblood '

ChickasV, for .hem Gainesville, Texas was nemsd, had a

big farm on the north side of Red River and was working

about fifty negroes. Gaines and these negroes set out

in pursuit of the Comanches-and found them encamped at
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Battle-Springs Frairifr.- *fhe"-loose .horses were grazing

on the prairie and the Indians had campadTback in the

tinker. Gaines and his men slipped around and .rode in

between the loose horses and the Indian ccmp and began

to shoot and holler •„ «The Indians frightened by the

unexpected attack retreated off to the northwest and

Gaines and his men drove tha horses home.

In -those days there was a cattle t r a i l that we

called the Arbuckle Trail . 'J?he main crossing on the

Red River was near the present town of Courtney in

Jefferson County; There was one branch that crossed-

,the Red River at Gaines Crossing afld"then svoing off

toward the-northwest until i t joined the main t r a i l .

The main t r a i l led up past old Healdton and Hennepin,

then swung off to the east to gQ around the east ©ad-

of the Table fountains and crossed Rush Creek below ;•

Purdy. I t wen^ by ./hitebead Hill and crossed 1die'

South Canadian River near Rosed ale at a place called

Arbucklfi Crossing.
i
i *

I was told that ttie reason! they called it

Arbuclcle Crossing was because Gen. Arbuckle crossed the South

\
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Canadian at that point. He went into camp in'a big

grove of trees on the south side of the river and was.

about to establish his fort at this^laoe but didn't

like the location •and so he. moved south to here the \

fort was actually established.

(Field ii'orker's note: Camp Arbtickle was established

on the right bank and one mile from Canadian River about

four^miles north of Byars on the right of the south-

* Bank of the North Canadian River. On August 2£, 1850

. by'Company D-, Fifth Infaritry, Captain R. B. i«jarcy, four

officers and forty-eight nen to from Indians, travelers

enroute to California. Store houses and huts were

' erected so that by December 1, the command were a l l

under roof but th e r.ar Department did not ^approve the

site and ordered i t removed south near.uashita River.

On April 17, 1851, Camp v.as struck and command was maved

to a point on .iild Horse Creek). i

, The man who ozmed the cotton gin at Jimtownjput

, ' i n a new cotton gin and sold.the old one to a nan at

Purdy (on Rush Creek, twelve miles south of Mays"vjllle) .*

Lly father got the job helping him move uhe gin ini

January, 1882. They put the machinery on four wagons
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and a fifth wagon carried supplies. Ly father hauled

the boiler on his wagon. They used the cattle t r a i l

I have just described for a road. I t v/as about a

hundred yards wide but not any too smooth, and, most of .

the time in crossing the creeks they- ;.ould "have to

work down the banks. They used shovels to cut down

the banks ^o they could wet the wacons down -and up.

They had reached ./ild Korse Creek and had stopped to

work down the bonk when one'of the men saw son© ching

running (through the timber. He thought at f i r s t i t

might be a deer, but. i t turned out to be some Indian

children running back to their camp, s&ich was not far

away. Soon spine of the nen came over to talk to them.

One of the Indians had been to Carlisle end could speeJt

good ikglish. Jhe party of Indians wer̂  Satf and JFoxes

and they were down in ;hat part of the country on a

hunting expedition. Afterwards some of the women
i

brought fresh venison and wanted to trade i t for hog

meat. Ihey did not want'to t t l k English at f i r s t , but

soon explained -hey v/antad ihe hog seat to get the .

grot se. * j

210
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,Ve always had plenty oi' hog io9Lt in those d;.ys. -

><e l e t the pigs run loose un t i l th^y ..ore bic enough

to k i l l and then shut them up far el-out four weuks and

feed them a l l the corn they could ea t . ..e always

kil led alout ten hogs for our ovm use. ..e had an

old fashioned s .oke nous 3 rtere vw cured ^he neat, and

after i t vfas cured vie packed i t down i:. sliolled corn,

oats or straw. Takai care of i;< that manner'it "..-ould

stay sr?eet and keep a lon^ t ine , ./hen .0 sold dressed

hogs ws received five cents a pound, that -.as the •

standard price for y ta rs . A ud-: ^ foot "..as v/orth four

cents a pound.

Cn Uirch 2, 1885, lay father , J . ^. ..rown, bought

the cotton gin at Jimtonn and ran i t for sixteen

v ears . I was a partner ith my father in the operation

of that .-in*.

21C


