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+ decided to move from hiissouri to ITexas. _ne traveled.

. 1163

Fleld Worker: Don ./histler '
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In 1876 when I was eight years old my perents

so;uth to Van Buren, Arlcansaé 'ﬁh'ere we grossed the river

en a férgy’f bc;at. It ;was on the ferry boat that we

almos‘tl had & v'eﬂryj serious ;accident. ‘ T e
The ferry.;wals’ fatliea: a larée one for thoge times, _

having. an eﬁgin _-‘in the center end places for teams an&

;:aéons to0 in eech side of the boet. we were the lest

wagon on the" to t and had pulled in oz the le®t side.

Th.ere was & gate on tb.a and of he‘a--ferry but for sone

reason i‘c had not- ‘3—’&5 closed. ‘My fether end I were-

out’ of the wagon vhile my m'othar‘end the rest of the

children had remaired in the. wagon. Just_then the man -

‘'started the engine and some s toem blew out in the face °

of one of \.ne 0ld mares: and she begz.n to jump e.round am
back up. -

Yy father grabbed 'she wheel end begen yelling at’

" the horses. AS ‘the bozt had alresdy left the shoi’e,

there was greet danger of the .agon rolling off, the back s
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end of .the ferry into the water. Some negroes on the y

forry helped ani the horses were finally stopped, but

not before they had pushed the baeck ol the wagon to
within six inches of the end of the ferry. -

«e vent on down into Texas through i‘ort'amith,

L4

Stringtom,. and Csddo to wontasue County, :exas. .e

v

lived thers three ;eers ani then moved over acrocs

/

Bed River into the Chickesaw Jation to . plece called

© Jim Tova (Jimtown .as .bout four miles east of the present

town of Leon, in Love County). Jimtown wes not ouch of
& place in those dgys. o postoi‘fice and no cottor gin.
The reerest postoffice was :»:e.r‘:'ysville, Texas, en® tl}e
men vho haed the postoffice Led one tox to put &ll the
meil in that belonged to the people et Jimtown. when one
person w,ent to Nsrysville they bmught Seck ths mail for
everybody.

ihen we i‘irét moved to Jimtown we had to gagl ouxr
cotton acmés R.ed River. 'A.t first we had to ford the .
river end could hau).only a wagon bo*; full of 'cotton", *.h:'ieh
"es balf a bele. There were bins st the gin vhere we could

put the rirst load vwhile we went back for the rest of it.:

If the gin was rushed, e wouwlé put ihe léet half in the



bin and weit our turn for ginning. Later —tfiere was a ferry

¢

: across Red River. . I
k‘» f. ‘Ihe cotton gin at Maryeville was run by oxen power.
'I'here wae a great wooden vheel about thirty feet ac%
lying almost flat; it wée tilted Just a little. The
oxen were placed on the wheel in such & manner as to
walk up the incline, and as they "felloed, ‘the wheel moved
under their i‘eet. Thers xias a etatior;ery bar placed
across behind them 'eo‘that Af they stopped welking the . ¥,
wheal carried them beck against the bar and they were i
made to go ons

This big wheel turned by tae oxen i‘urnished the
power to tm'rg two'gin stands. , The cotton vias carried
I‘ram‘tbe‘ ‘wagons ilx basleete and pleced ‘on & table ‘or shelf
frcnl vhich the men vho ‘.fed the machine spread it-and .
reked it into the gin stands by band. The cotton lint was
throwd directly into a rather large roum. F\rom there,
men cerried ’11:'111 their\ arms and pla‘ced it in the press. ‘
§A great moden soTeW ¥as used to compress the cotton into
a bale. The SCTew was a reund pole vd.th the wooden threads
cut in it. Sometixms a piece of uhe thread would break off

-and it would be necessary to stop and repa@?b
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" From the topof this gerew a pole projected out

and down, so that the tw were somewhat like an inverted

V. A horse was hitched to~:he end of the pole amd
driven around and around to turn thé scréw. The screx’
did not move up and down. The nut was loose end moved

up and dovn as the screw.turned, and was attached to

Al

the block that pressed the cotton. A bale of cotton in

those deys was about the sme size -that-we make them now.

The first cotton gin at Jimtown was built in 1879 (2}

It was run by a regular steam engine and boiler.

Just @ few years before we moved to Jimtown, the

' Comanches made their last raid into that p:xt of the

country. I think it was in February of 1872 that nearly

two 'hundred of them came dowmn Mud ‘Creek in what is now
N i

Stephens and Jefferson County.and crossed the Red River

4

into Texas,. swin.ing, down toward Denton. They were on a

horse-stealing eicpedition and were gathering up horses

as they went.  The white psople had sighted them coming
‘ .

and hed sent riders on ahead to wain the settlements.

-

At one place a man had heard the news and had seni his

. two boys out to bring in his horses. The boys had found

ths herd and were riding on the old "bell" mare, followed
L}

by the rest of the herd, when eight or nine Comanches

v
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tried to stop them. They kept right on rumning end
the Indians fired on them with arrows.  One an:ow gtruck
the boy riding behind in the back and killed him. His
brdthecr held him on the horse'until they reached hon\le.
hen the Indians sew that they had -killed the Wy, they
gave up ths chase. Thit b,o;' was the only person killed
during the whole raid. ©

As-the Comanches progressed south end east they
found things were getiting hot‘ter for %:hem end they
turn‘ed north end recrossed the Red River et Gains ‘Crossing
and hesded up welnut Bayor“ (now cslled walnut Creek)
until they reached e place‘called Battle Spring Prairie.
(Battle Spring Prairie is between Oswelt and Cheek in
LSve County). at this point they evidently thought they
vere far enough away to be sefe and stop.ed and went,
ilnto canyp. . | s

° An Indien by the neme of Col. Gaines, a fullblood °

Chickasw, for -hom Geinesville, Texes was nemed, had e

‘big farm on the north side of Red River and was working

about Tifty negroes. Geines end these negroes set out

in pursuit of she Comenches.end found them encamped at

-~
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" Battle Springs Frairie. “The : loose horses were grazing:
on the pralirie and the Indians had campecigx back .in the
timber. \Gaines a.nd' his men slipped around and .rode in
’between the loose horses and the Indien cemp end 'began‘
to shoot anl holler, <The Indiams frightened by the
unexpected attack retvj:e‘ated 0ff to the northwest and
Geines and his men drove thz horses home,
In those days there was a cattle t?&il that we
_called the Wl. The mf.?in c-zrossin-v: on the |
Red River wes moar the present town of Courtney in
‘Jefferson County:. There was one branch that crossed-
.the Red River at Gaineé .Créssing ‘anﬁ*%h_gn swung off
tovard the-northwest uhtil it jbined the main ‘t;réil.
The main trai.l led up past old Healdton and Hennepin,

then swung off to the east to go around the east end |

. of the Table llountains and crossed Rush g;eek below :
Purdy.‘ It went by .hitebead Hill end crossed the
South Canadian River near Rosédale at a plece called
xrt;uckle Cmssiné. 1

I was told that the ree}/son\‘i t‘imy c;alled it

Arb\:zckle Crossing was because Gen. Arbuckle crossed the South ‘

\
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Canadian at that point. le went into camp in'a big

grm;e of trees on t.k;e sm:x—th side of the river axlxd vas,

about to establish his fort at W but didn't

like the location-and so he moved south to here the

forty was actually establishad.g/ . | . ' S
(Field u‘orke:f's note: Qemp Arbuckle wes estsblished

-on the right benk and cne mile from Canadian River about

four.amiles north of Byars on the right of the south-

> bank of the North Canadian River. On August 22, 1850

by’ Companj D, Fifth Infantry, Ceptein R. B. karcy, four

ofi‘i cers and forty-eight men to from Indians, travelers

enroute to0 California. Store houses and huts were

“erected so that by December 1, the ccrmend were all

under roof but the war Depa’rtment did not “apurove the
site and ordered it removed south near ,iashita River.

On April 17, 1851 Camp was struck and commend wes moved
to a point on .ild Horse Creek). |

. The man who owmed the cotton gin at Jimtoxm\put

,"1in a mew cotton gin and sold.the old one to a n,an\ at

Purdy (on Rash Creek, twelve miles south of Laysville).

é e

Ly father got the job helping him move the gin in,

©

January, 1882. They put the machinery on four wegons
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and a £ifth wag&n carried supplies. iy father hauled
the béiler on his wegon. They used t,hé cattle trail
I have just do;scribed for a road. It was about. a
hundred yans wide but not any too suooth and, most of
the time in crossing the cresks they sould have‘to
work down the banks. They used shovels to cut dowm
the banks 50 they could _et the wagohs down -and up.

They had re.ched ./ild Horse Creek and had stopped to

‘work down the bank when one of the men sew some ching

_ running¢€hrough the timber. He thought at first it

might be a deer, but. it turned out to be some Indien
children running back to their camp, which was not far

awey. 3oon spme of the men came over to talk to them.

One of the Indians had been to Carlisls end could speak

good anglish. :he party of Indians wers Sad and Foxes
and they were domn in :h‘at ‘pert of the country on Ce._
hunting expedition. Afterwards same of the women
brought fresh venisg;n and vented to trade it for hog

meet. They did not want‘'to tilk Znglish at first, bdut

soon expleined chay wantac the hog mea_'&‘; to get ths .

gr& Se . ‘ i

|

.
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We alweys had‘plen.ty of hog meet in ‘thoso d-ys.
«@ let the pigs run looss until thiy .cre big’énough
to kill and then shut them up far wlout four weuks end
feed them all the corn they could eat. —ue always
killed alout ten hogs for our own use. ‘ue hed an
old feshioned s .oke hous: there we cwed she meest, and
efter it was cured we peocked it down i shelled corﬁ;
oats or straw. Jaxen care of i thet menner it would
stay sweet aﬁé keep a lons time. .hen .o sold dressed
hogs w2 received five cents & pound, that 'es the .
standard price for Qtars. A hdg"n foot was vworth four
cents a pou;d.

Ca karch 2, 1885, my father, J. «. .rown, bought
the cotton g}n at Jimtown and ren it for sixteen
-eers. 1 vas a rertrner ith my fataer in the opemt;io}l

of thet r~in-
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