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Ida B, Lankfonrd, *

) Investigator, . ;
Amu 80. L958. - ! v

" * An Interview with Nr. A.L. Brence, . R
Gordell, Oklahima. : .
I was born May £3, 1893 in Texas and lived there
‘until I was about five yeurs old, when we lcyhm for
washita County, arriving here about October:i;:1897. About
all that I oon remember was when we were loading the wagon
to start when all the household goods, my father and mother
'nnd all fouy of us children started in one wagon, pulled by
one tea of mles. One night we _oipnd in Dallss, Texas,
and there I ssw my first street car. I can't Temember any-
thing else about the trip until we arrived at Red River
where we croue;d on the firét ferry that I had ever seen. I
can remsmber how scared I,m. I surely thought the wagon
‘wWas soing to fall into the water and when we gqt to the bdank &=
'on tiis side the team could not pull the nm loed up the -
bank, so we had to unload uagiy everything and pull tixc
oupty wagon over oarrying the load up the bank by hand.
* ‘The naxt thing that I cen rmnborv'u when we n'rind
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. &% the store run by a men nsmed Durkson, two miles

north and one mile cau't of the place whers old lomtain

th was later duilt, and as we were coming to H. O. 'l'rud-
any': h.ec who is:;y grandtatb r, this man at the store

~ said ho knew my grandfather und that he und at Cloud

Ohtef end that we would mﬁ/i%-‘i back west and cross the
‘rivu" again. ¥We took him at his word and turned "ut, but
_when we ctme to the river. it was almost night esd there
being no bridgs we had $o ford 1t; The damk "u 80 steep
and slick and the tesm was tired out, solwe had to unlosd
nost of our stuff and cawp, ‘I will always Tsmenber that
night and that cnp for n were in the worst sandburr patch
.1 have eéver ssam, before or since. The next morning was
Sunday and we 41d not have snything for breakfast, Yo left
thh cup for Oloud Chief, mivud thers about ten o'oloek
that morning shd saw a Kr. Cloud who ran & hotel. My father
had knmm‘) him for a‘long tims. Ha to0ld us that we huﬁ aame
the rrons way that after hmns the lton zm dq hofon »
ahould have gone north ingtesd of west. We had to turn vack
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and travel east back acros¥ the river, arriving at
grandfather’s house ‘n.bout noon. Sooh after wrriving -at
Grandfather's house, 6 father dug a dugout on o;r cléim
and we moved in and stayed thexe. We would farm some,

and Father would freight from Xl Renc to Oloud Chief tak-
ing groceries and dry goods for pay. I grew to manhood oo
this farm end we still own it.

At the age of twenty-four I enlisted in the army anéd
was ltttionéd at sanu Antmiq. ‘rgm, for abo;\t a year 'hd
xe left for France, and the Front Juns 10, 1918,  arrived
in France July 5, 1918 and for thirty days 4id some of the
hardest training that I ever had to do. h arrived at t;xo |
front August 1l0th , end I was never out of shell fire unsil
I was sent to the hospital, November lst. I itmd in the
hospital until bgoubar 20 when I was sent to Germany, arriv-
ingiJanuary 1, 1919. I remsined there until May 10, chen
the division -m-;oa home via box car route, I mind hc-.
June 10th., at Newport, amd 1crt lnport Junse 15, 1919. I
cexo hame June 82, 1919. I Rave mads Weshita County my home

since that time.



