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1, . Nam¢ " Mr. O He Brewsr S

Post Ortice Address Frederick, Oklahoma,

3., Residence address (or location) 601 Narth 7th

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _February Day 20 Yenr 1865

S5 Place of birth . Kansas

6. Name of Fathor  Holden Brewer * Flace of birth

Qther information atout father

7. Name of Mother  Martha Brewer Placc of birth

Otter i1nrormation atout mether

Notes or complete Rarretvive by the {reld worker dvaling with the 1ifa lnd
‘story of the .erzon intvrviewsd, Rof:ir to Manusl for sucstod subjocts
ard questions, Continue on blank shacts if nOCCssary and attach firmly to
this form, Number of shcets attached 4 ¢




EREWER, O, H. .- IRTERVIEW, ' #4558
An Intex'view with Mr. O, H. Brewer, Frederick.

By « Ruih Lee Gamblin, Field Worker.
June 23, 1937,

I was born {n Eansas in the year 1865 and lived
in this state until 1901, when I came to the Territory
wth my wife. I tried to get some land but did not .
succeed 80 I rented a farm and we ﬁ"ud to "get by" the
best way we could, ‘m wife would take oare of the form
and I would pick up jobs whersver I oould,

It was in digging the first well for Frederick
that T almost lost my 1ife. I am the lone local sur-
vivor from the munieipal well disaster Octoder 28, 1913,
which took a toll of five dead and two injured. Mont A.
Dean, John Waggoner, Joha 0'Dell, Gearge W. Wells and
Robert Willson wers killed, and Alvah Dean, now of Los
Angeles, and myself were injured, All thn; were in the
well at the time of the sudden cave in. Charles ¥Wages
and John lLangford wexre above gro:md.

’ I ha'n beeh mare or less @ oripple since the acoi-
dente I received §1,000 aasident insurence and my hos-
pital expenses were paid until Jm 1, 1914, I in-
vested the $1,000 in my hm‘m I now live,
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Mont Dean, his son Alvaﬁ, John Waggoner, Odell
Yells, Robert Willson and I wers at work in the well,
Wells, Alvah and I were of the lowest platform.

Waggoner was on the east side under the platform and
¥Willson on the left side. We were at work filling up
a hole underneath that had fallem out t00 mach by the
qui cksand bning sacked out. l!a.nt Dean had just started
out of tae well when stmsthing drew my attentisn and
I locked north towsrd the wvell. I utttgodouncnﬁ
said to myself, "Goodbyel We are gmel™ The next
thing I knew I was in the water. It all happened de-
fore you acould bat an aye. By my right hand I pulled
wulfupunﬁlnyhcdo.out‘otﬂuuw. Then X
built a platfarm with looss pieces floating on the wmater
and warked xyself on top,. MIlmmiom
e84 T heerd Alvah Dean say, "My Ood,.I’m fastened {n the
timber.” I sdked himwheFe, and he put his head domn
under the water where his foot wes. A big steel boem
ﬁh fallen from the top and his foot was between it and
two pleces of six dy six timder.
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I esked him 4f he had & saw if he could cut his
foot locse and he said "Yes". Thsn we began yelling.
They answered us above, Jack Langford came down on a
rope with a saw and I found a place on the north wall
where be could poke it in to me. I gave 1t to Alvah,
The wmater had gone down and Alvah was about to saw the
six by six Wa when I said t0 him, "Faxr God's sake
den'"tI" because these timbers ware holding off the
woight.

- Langfard said that Wages had gome to his houss to
phons and that peapls would soon be h'%rc %o help us out,

4

In a 1ittle while Mr. Zolingw csme on down to us and found
a-hole glose to the west wall where he could see us. He
said, "Brewer, you 100k éute all humped up.” h
John Steindoek, S, H., Houk, Bi1l Reed and Lutch

Gordon also cams down, Aropomphndaroupdnb::dy
and Zolinger found a plase $0 pull me ocut, I was kind of
mdnmwmmmupqm&umxmohdm
nyself, I kept my nexrve till I got to the top. I never

was excited while down {n the well.
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My elothing and boly were wringing wet when I
was rescued; my left shoulder and left collarbone were
broken,my abddomen bruised and most of my body was pare-
lyzed from shockes I still go adbout by means of a cane.
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