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" Field Worker's name ___Msurjce R, Andersop
./ This report made on (date) __ Febmuary 11 193 g

1. Name . A, By Bridges

2. Post Office Address _____Pauls Valley, Okclahoma

3. Residence address (or lecation)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month __Day __pp Year _1asd

S, ‘Plaee cf birth 8s | |

6. Name of Father __W, W, PBridges . Place of birth __mm

7. Nama ef Mother Jucy Anp Adair Place of birth __mwg
Other information about mother ’ ‘ **

-

Notes or camplete narrative by the fiold worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewad. Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questions. = Continus on blank sheets if
nocessary and attach firmly to this formu Number of sheets
attached 4 . ’
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| / .
Maurice R, Andersen’
Investigator ) -
January 11, 1938,

Interview with A, B, Bridges,
Peuls Valley, Okleboma.

‘o

I was born i{n.1859, in Miasissippi, .nd cu..e to the
Indian Territory with my family in 1884, e came on the
train to Cainesville, Texes, and were met therec by my uﬁc%e,
vatson Vells, who lived ;t old Thackerville in the Chickﬁa;w
Ration. |

There was no railroad from CGainesville tu Thackerville
’at that time so my uncle met us in a wagon and hauled what
few things we brought with us to his hone end my fanil; stay--
ed at his home until I was able to leasse a farm.

The first year I farmed my uncle loaned =me & pair of
mules and by borrowing a few plowttools from neizhbors ; made
my first orop in the Indian Territory. Farming wasn't new to
me for I had dbesn raised on a farm back in snssiesippi;

b only'had a turning plow to break te land with and a
Georgla stock to lay off tue rows end I had to drop the corn
by hand, I raised more corn tggt year than I ever did‘at‘one
time bdeck in Mississippi, I had to haul my cotton to Geines-
_ ¥ille, Texas, to mawk;t it, as therelvaa no market for cotton

1

in ‘mt time at Thﬂcﬁerville.
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"We lived in log houscs and there were very few barni
to put what we raised in. ¥e would pile our corn up and
\Puild a rail fence srourd it tu keep the stoc¥ off, Te did-
Aﬁt have roads tlen to speek of, only cuttle truils, und there
!are novbridgea to oross the oreeks or riv.rs. JIe would have
to drive *Iénty toythirty miles ferther in golng from Thaclker-
ville to Gainesville than one would hsave to go today, as we
would Lave %0 keep'to the open country all we céuld 80 we
could dodge Qll the oreuks fiaf we could. There wers no
bridges across Red River at that time but there was ¢ ferry

~

crossing and it cost §1,00 for a wagon and team, If the

»
kN

river was low we wsuld ford it to save the dollur, \
I bought and tradeﬂ&ror cattle and in a few years I
owmed quite a herd of cattle. In 1885 I remember I helped
my unole drive about a hundred head of cattle to White Bead
Hill and he so0ld them %o James Rennie, who at tha£ tima'own-
‘ed a store at 7hite Bsad end also was a cattle buyex,
Thers was only one store at Pauls Valle, st that time
8o White Bead was the’main trading point for that part of the

country. There werec a few atores, a church house, a boerding
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. house at Thite Baad and a staze linc went throuch there from

Caddo to Fort Sill.

‘ . , O |
Tho Téerritory at that timewas mors of a cattle country

than a farming country-from White Bead Hill to Thackerville

about all one could see then was cattls. Thera wers no fences

and the ¢=ttle grazed where they wanted to; they wouldn't have

to go far to find gross as there was plenty of it,

There were plenty of deer then and turkeys went in droves

1like cattle. e never thought anything about them and *hen we

wanted a turkey we didn't have to go far to got one. People

lived good in the part of the oauﬁtry I lived in for we always
: \ _

had plenty to eat. There were very few dootors in those days

nor wvas there much need of a docto then§ a8 thers was not

etor in our houss

.mucheaicknesa. I knor se only had the 4
~ A

tize in fpur years,

&

-

Tne railroad was built from cainea&\ule' through the
of the co;htry:yhero I lived in 1286, and §ld ?haekérville
moved nearqr %o the railroed as therailroa&&miased the old
s{te about two milea, Aftor the railroad wgs built {t was
great help to the farmers and merchants for pefore that we

\

¢

on~

part

town~-

had
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'to freight all our things by wagon fiom Gainesville aud the
mail was carried on a horse and only cmﬁe into Thaokerville
once a week. v ‘ '
~ In 1889 I-s0ld out my cattle and put in a general
" store at Thaokervi;lv with a &, Davis., The store waes known
aa Bridges and Davis and we operated this store until 1t
burned 8own in 1892, )
School conditions at Thackerville were very poon then,
80 I moved xy family to Gainesville, Texas, where they had
very good sgchools and I went in the grocery business at caine.-‘
ville,

I now live in ‘auls Valley.



