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Maurice B. Anderson,

January 11 , 193&,\

Interview with A. B« Bridges,
Peulfi Valley, Oklahoma.

I was bom in-1859, In Mississ ippi , .jid oa. e to the

Indian Territory with ny family in 1884, lit cane on the

train to GoinesYille, Tefcas, and were met thero by my uncle,,

t'/ataon T/ella, who l ired at old Thaokerrillo in the Chiekoaaw

Nation.

There was no railroad from Gainesvil le to •ThaokerriHe

at that time ao my uncle met as in a wagon and hauled what

few thingt we brought with us to hi a homo and my far. 11} stay-

ed at his home unt i l I was able to lease a farm*

The f i r s t year I farmed my uncle loaned sic a pair of

mules and by borrowing a few plon tools from neighbors I made

jay f i r s t crop in the Indian Territory* Farming wasn't new to

me for I had been raised on a farm back in Miss iss ippi ,

I only had a turning plow to break tKe land with and a

Georgia stock to lay off the rows and I had to drop the corn

b# hand. I raised- more corn that year than I ever did at one

time back in Miss ise ipni , I had to haul iny cotton to Gaines-

v i l l e , Texas, to market i t , as there was no market for cotton
i

in that time at ThaokerTille.
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' tfe 11 Ted in log bouses and there were very few barns

to put wbat wo raised i n . ffe would p i l e our com up and

W i l d a r a i l fence around i t to keep the 8to<^- o f f . 3e did-

n' t hare roads tl.en to apeak of, only cut t l e t r u l l s , untl there
\

wefre no bridges to cross the oreeks or r l v . r a . .?e would hare

to djriT© *wonty to th irty mile* farther in poine from Thacktr-

r i U e to Oeineat l l l e than one would hr«ve to go today, as we

would Laro to koep to the open countrj' e l l we could so we
a

oould dodge a l l the civuks tiiat we could. There were no

bridges across Red River at that time but there was L ferry

crossing and it cost $1*00 for a wagon and teas. I£ the
K

river waa low we w >uld ford i t to save thu d o l l a r . \

I bought and traded for c a t t l e and in a few years I

owned quite a herd of ca t t l e* In 1885 I remember I helped

ay uncle drive about a hundred head of c a t t l e to White Bead

Hi l l and he sold them to Janes Btnnie, who at that timo own-

•ed a store at iThite B«ad and a l s o waa a c a t t l e buyer.

There was pnly one store at Pauls Valle\ at that ti:ne

so ffhitt Bead was the zaain trading point for tv.at part of the

country. There were a few s t o r e s , a church house, a boarding
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house at ifhite Bead and a stage lino went through there from

Caddo to Tort

Tho Territory at that tiraewas raor»j of a cattle country ;

than a farming country-froa White Bead Hill to Thaokerrille

about a l l one could see then was cat t le . Thera were no fences

and the o i t t le grazed where they wanted to; they wouldn't hare

to go far to find grass as there was plenty of I t .

There were plenty of deer then and turkey* went in drores

like cattle-, we nerer thought anything about them and when we

wanted a turkey we didn't hare to; go far to get one. People

llred good in the part of the cjuqtry I lired in for we always
\

had plenty to eat. There were YorV few doctors in thoae days

nor was there much need of a doctor thonl as there was not

much sickness* I know .ye -only had the doctor in our house 6n>
A

tice in four years. \\ ' ' I * • "
The railroad was built from Oaines^lle through the part

of the country where I lired in 1S86, and &ld Thackerrille waa

moTetl nearor to the railroad us therailroadl missed the old town-

site about vtwo miloa. Aftor the railroad wia built i t was a

great help t̂ o the fttitaers and oerchants for before that we had
\
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to freight a l l our thirds by wagon frora Gainesville and the

noil was carried on a bone and only oorae Into "ftiaokerTillo

one* « week.

In 1889 I told out my cattle nnd put In a general

store at Thaokarrillo with a 22r. Doris. Tho store was knoin-

a* Bridges and Davis and ne operated this atore until i t

burned flown in 1892*

School conditions at Thackerrille were rery poon then,

•o I aored ay faaily to Cainesrillo, Texas, where they had

Tery good schools and I went in the grocery business at Gaines*

r i U e . - •

I now live in auls Yalley.


