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Invest igate '*; Pete rf. Cole,
December £9, 1937.

Interview with Austin Thompson,

*$iistin Thompson, a fu l l blood Choctaw Indian,

an i t i n e r a n t preacher of the Holiness Fai th , has in

his youngjf'.dflys heard of the old Indian days, has been

to l i of the i n c i d e n t s , t r a d i t i o n s an* customs and

himself-has seen some of the ways which he t e l l s in br ie f :

Tiiere i s s t i l l an unanswered question hanging over

the heads of the so-cal led American Indians as to where,

when, and why they were a l l he r e . But s ince they

themselves are e noted and famous rp.ce of people, nothing

must be unnoticed of the i r days. They are a race of

warlike people who have fought for what r i g h t l y belong-

ed to them; who worshipped t h e i r God on High, ready and

wi l l ing to show f r iendship or ha t red ; and who bel ieved

that to forgive was an unknown subject but tha t revenge

•*as necessary when once mistreated',. This was their-,

thought end b e l i e f u n t i l the white missionary came over

to t h i s country and began to teach them the r i g h t and
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' wrong, which was quickly heeded. The Choctnws lived

in whet i s now Mississippi long before the white*

oeople ever ceme^to America and 0f course their mounds,

a r t i f i c ia l places, r ive rs , creekjs, mountains and bluffs

i'n^ihat state, were named by. then).

The Choctaw country in Ok^-rit-tibj-ih-hp County,

Visalasippi, and the Chickesaw country were the scene

of mnny n hard struggle between the /contending warriors,

the entrenchments enclosing the Shakchi Humma (Red Craw-
i

fish) old fort , and the many evidences such as rusted

• tome hawks y arrowheads, humnn bones, teeth rnd fragments

of skulls that were plowed up* for many years proved

the Shakchi Humma people and the Choc.taws and Chick-

hjaws'battled. I t is known .the Shekchi Hummas were

greatly outnumbered but that tney fought for every inch

of the ground and yielded only becairse they were out-

numbered. They did nr>t confine thei r bat t les to forts

and entnn ohments but fought as circumstance offered
i

them. They fought in smalltbodies, some in open f ie lds ,

behind t rees , stumps and logs, each seeking every

r advantage of his-eneray.
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After many years the Choctaws and the Chickasaws

had settled east of the Mississipoi River, a Choctaw

Chief named Shakcn-i Humme recrossed the Mississippi

River and established, a colony under the name of their

Chief Shakchi Humma in what i s now Arkansas. Then

followed three yenr&'of ba t t le to exterminate the

Shakchi Humma Nation, one of the bat t les being Oski

Hlopeh (stripped C*ne) . I t usea to be told that the

Choctaws and the Chickasaws took the path to exterminate

the enemies or. be exterminated thanselves. There the

large part ies of Shakchi Hunma hunters camped on

Noxubee Creek a corruption of Choctaw name Nak-sho-M'n

(offensive odor) ,, This was the name of a creek and'

-e—e-oua

ing to a Choctaw tradit ion from a great ba t t l e fought

on the banks of th is creek. The people slayed were

throvra in the creek by the Choctawa which when decom-

Dosed polluted the a i r for .miles around, thus i t s name
h

They fought day and night,though few in numbers.

until the Choctaws end the Chickasaws finally broke

through the l ine and made a rush a t them over the
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feebly weakened defended walls of logs and d i r t and

were met by those who remained of . the Shakchi Humma

and who were k i l l e d by the Choctaws and the"Chi ekesaws.

Only one of the whole t r i b e was l e f t and tha t wa3 e

l i t t l e g i r l about s ixteen yeiprs of age, who was spared

on account of her beauty. She was spered by the

Choctaws and was adopted by them and <*he lived to be

a ripe old age. Such was the s tory of Shukchi Humma

who were exterminated by the Choc tew and the Chick- f

asBws, as told by the very old Choctaws now l i v i n g who

were told the story when they were boys.

Of the descendants of the g i r l (saved a t the t rag ic

destruction of her t r i b e because of her beau ty ) , one

• became 8 Chief of the Choctaws rnd died in 1884 f t h i s

home a few miles eas t of what* i s now Atoka. His'name

1 "
was Coleman Cole.* The Shakchi Humma were the Muskogees

or Creeks.

The Choctaws, l ike the rest ,of their race, had

no written languages or laws and th<» government rested

elone on custom and usage growing out of the i r possessions

and thfir wants. They had no money, and if one needed
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anything some other par ty had, trade consis ted alone In

mutual exchange. There were no worka for h i r e , there

were no contracts ; . h*»no«",the judges, . lawyer's, s he r i f f s

and j a i l s were unknown to them. There were no beggars,

no w*n<1e>ing tramps, no orphan chi ldren unorovided for

in t he i r country, and deformity wnn almost unknown,

whicif proves that ne ture in the wild fo res t of -the1-

wilderness i s true to hf*r type". ' • - '.

The chief had no crown to wear on h i s head, no '

sceptre, no body guard, no power to g i v e ' v a l i d i t y to

Ms commands but -sustaiWd h i s au thor i ty alone upon ^ " $

the pood fai th and jOD4rRiQna \of his t r i be . I t was

told that a Prosldeat of the United States set

a date to meet the Chief pf Choctew Tribes vho was

Coleman Cole. "Upon tha t date the President and h i s

staff e r r ived a t the place d i rec ted by fr iends who

said that there was where the chief l i v e d . Upon

;their a r r i v a l , they noticed a man ly ing down under

e tree in a shaow some dis tance from the house with

nothing on only a garment wrapped around h i s wais t ,
» • —

true to the style of the old ancient Choc taws, and
4 '
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unconcerned as to what is going on at the house. The

messenger ran up and told him that the President of

the United States had arrived to see him, and his only

answer was?,that if the President wished to tnlk with

him he. might come out to the tree as he had no time

to po to the Preeidant *>nd besides i t was toaj lot

tO <VHlk.

No Choctavr ever v;orshipped "Ms fellow man or sub-

mitted his will to the humiliating subordinations of

another, but with*'hat sentjment of devotion 'that

.passed beyond the region of huraaaity — only these
> ' • % • ^ '

are paid hom&ge. *

The Choctaws have maintained their independence

and tneir.love of county, but they had no alphabet or

written language and a thought or idea was conveyed to

the eye by rude imitation. An old painting or drawing

on trees or rock told its ts.le to the Choc taws. They

had no calender but could tell the months by the full

or crescent,moons; the years by the killing of the

vegotatipn by the wlntccy frosts. Thus,for two years ago,
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he would oay "Hashuk illi tuklo," (graas dead two), grass

killed twice or more literally, two killings of the grass

The sun was called Hashi or nitak hushi (day sun) and

the moon, hushi tekchi (wife of khe sun) or hush ninak aya

(sun travel In the night).

Their, almanac was kept by the flight of the fowls of

the ai'r, the coming and going of which announced them the

progress of the advancing and departing seasons, while the -

beasta of the field or forest gave warning of the approaching

storm or changing of the weather. Ihe sun. marked the hour of

the day. . . .

In order to keep pos'ted, a bundle pf Hticks containing

. the e*act number of s t icks rs there were days from the day

• of appointment to the appointed date w,ere keot; end every

morning one st ick was taken out nnd thrown away unt i l the

last i'tick WP3 thrown away, which announced the arrival. .

of the ne.w yrar or appointed d*y.

One of the old tradit ions of the old Indians of the

.old days is that they used to communicet© with an eagle

who was their prophet and thpy used to look to him for
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knowledge of the enemies advancement toward them. The

eagle being their lookout m8n would notify a l l of the

•people of the advancement of their enemies end was a

high priced bird-who told them of their hereafter. When

the, white people came to th is country they deprived the

Indian of hie eagle end todey i t i s an emblem of the ,

7
United states when once i t was o useful bird pnd a/prophet

to them in their days.

* Pete Cole, who writes in typicnl Indian s ty le , io the

p;rePt- great- grandson of the Choc taw Chief, Colwnen Cole,
h

a descendant of the beaut i ful Shakchi" Humma Meidon.- ?:d.


