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Investigdator, Pete #. Cole,
d December 292, 1937, )

Interview with Austin Thompsbn,

“Adstin Thomp;on, a full blood Choctew Indian,
an‘iéinerant preacher of the Holiness Feith, has in
his yoﬁﬁ%%f&gg heard of the old Indisn days, has been

i

t0ld of tPe incideqts, traditions an® customs and
himselfs has seen some of the weys which he tells in brief:

There is still an unanswered question hanging over
thé headsigf the so-celled Americen Indians as to where,
when, and why they were 211 here. But since they
themsel%és are & noted'gnd femous rece of people, nothing
must‘be unnoticed of their dayé.A They are a rece of
warlike people who have fought for what rightly belong-
ed to them; who worshipped their God on High, ready and
"willing to show frien&ship or hatred; and who believed
that to forgive was an unknown subject bu£ tgat revenge
was necessary when once mistregte&f_ This was their
thought end belief until the white missionary came over
to this counﬁry anéwbegﬁn to»teaéh them‘the right end ;
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' wrong, which was quickly hesded. The Choctews lived

in whet is now Miéaisgippi long before the white® -

veople ever cemeeto Awerica and pf course their mounds,
'prtificial places, rivers, creeks, mouq@ains.and bluffs

in. that stg%e‘were nameq’bx,the@.

| The Choctaw country in Okn%it-tip;ih-ﬁs County,

uissiesippi,-and the Chic:;saw oountry were the ssc:ene’w

of meny a hard ;trugple between the contending warr¥ors,

the entrenchments enclosidg the Shakchi Humma (Rggcpraws

. r18h3 old fort, and the many evidences such a&s rusted

-tonchawks, arrowhéads, human bones, teeth end fragmghts
of akulls that were plowed up for many years proved
the Shekchi Humma people and the Choctews and Chick-

-t

nqaws:battled; It is known the Shakchi Hummas were

greatly outnumbered but thet they foughit for every ineh

- of the ground and yielded only becawrse they were out-

“nwibered. They did not confine theil battles to forts

and entrn1:hmqnté but fought as circumstance offered
v *
them. They fought in smllihodies, some in open fields,

LV

behind trees, stumps and logs, each seeking every
@dééigie‘adentage of his\anemxi\
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After meny yeafs the Choctaws and the Chickasaws
hed settled east of the Mississipoi River, a Choctaw
Chief named Shakchd Humme recrossed the Mississippi
River and estéblished,a colony under the name of their
Chief.Shﬂkchi Bumme in what is now Arkansa;. Then
followed three yeurs of bettle to exterminate the
3hekchi Humma Nation, one of the battles being Oski
Hlopehh(stripppd Crme). It used to be told that the
Chogﬁaws\and the Chickasaws tggk the path to extermine te
the ;nemies or. be exterminated th:;;elves. ‘There the

[}

large parties of Shekchi Humma hunters camped on 13>

Joxubee Creek a corruption of Choctaw name Nak—sho-hiﬁ '

(offensive odor). This was the name of a creek and

——=also-e—ecounty in Mississippi. It-took the name accord-

ing to‘a Choctaw tredition from & great‘battle fought
on the banks of this'cree%. The people slayed were
ﬂugwn in the creek by the Choctaws which when decom- e
nosea polluted‘:;e air for miles around, thus its neme.~
They fought dey and night, though few in numbers:
until the Choctaws ehd the Chickasews finéll& broke ' -

4

through the line and made & rush at them over the ‘ .

IR
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feably wea&ened defended walls of logs and dirt and
were met by those who remained of.the Shakchi Humma
snd who weié killed by the Choctaws and thé Chickesaws.

Only one of tge whole tribe was left and that was &

a ¢

little girl about sixteen yebrs of age, who was spared
on gecount of her besuty. She was spered by the

r

Choctaws and was adopted by them and she lived to be

_———

a ripe old age. Such was thém;;s;§ of Shukchi Humma
who were extermindted by tpe Choctew and the Chick-
aqa&s, as toid by the very 0ld Choctaws now living who
sere told the storylwhen they were boys.
Of the descendents of the girl (saved &t the tragic
dqstiuction of her fribe because of her beauty); one
e . .
beceme & Chief of the Choctaws end died in 1884 et his
home ; few miles east of what is %ow Atoka. His neme
WAS Colemén Cole. ™ ThgaShakchi Humma ware tbe(Muskogees ]
or Creeks.
The Choctews, like the rest.of their race, had
" no written languages or laws snd the government rested

#lone on custom and usmge growing out of thgir possessions

and their wants., Theyv had no money, and if one needed
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anything some other party hed, trade consisted slone in

gutual exchange. There were no works for hire, there
Nere no cont;eate; henae,the judges, lawyers, sheriffs
and jails were unknown to them. There were no beggars,
no wendeéring tramps, no orphan childréh unnrovideq\for
in their country, snd deformity was almost unknown,
whiclf proves that ne ture in the wild fSrast:of-the:
wilderness is true to her type.

The chief had‘no crown to wéfr on\his head, no
sceptre, no body guard, no p;wer ;o giv;7§élidity‘§o -
his commands buffsﬁ;tafn€ﬁ his éuthority éldne upon . ° ) Sl

-
the good faith and opinidne :of his tribe., It was

A

often told that afrasment of the United States set

[N

& date to meet the Chief of Choctew Tribes who was
Colemsn Cole. Upon tﬁgt date the President and his

. staff errived at the place directed by friends whq
- .
said that there was where the chief lived. Upén’

their srrivsl, they noticed & man lying déwn under
e tree in a shaéa some distance from the house with

nothing on only a garmment wrapped around his waist,

tfue to the atyl; of the old encient Choc taws, sand
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unconcerned as o what is going on at the house. The
megsenger rag up and told him thst th.e President of
the 9nited States had arrived to see him, and his only
answef wae that if the President wished to talk with
him he.might come out to the tree as he had no time
o po to the Presidmnt #nd becides it was tocjan
to ;Qlk.

No Choctaw evef)worshipped 1.i8 fellow man or sub-
mitted his will to tﬁe humiliating subordinations of
another, but with°that sentiment of devotion that

\\:\ggsged beyond the region of’huma ity -~ only these
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are paid homgge?

The Choctaws have meintaeined their independence
and tneir love of county, but they had no alphabet or
writtén language and a thought or idsa was conveyed to .
the eys by rude 1ﬁ<tat1on. 'An old paiﬁting or drawing
on trees or rock told its taie to the Choctaws. They
had no calender but cenld tell the months by the full

)

or crepgcéent moons; the years by the killing of the

v

vegaetatjon by the wintxy frosts. Thus,for two years ago,
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he would say "Hashuk 1111 tuklo? {grass dead two). grapé
killed twice .or more literally, two killings o{ the grass

aga. » ' .

The sun was called Hashi{ or nitak huski (day sun) and

¢ * e

the moop, hushi tekchi (wife of khe sun) or i.ush ninak aya

(sﬁn iravel in the night).

Their almanac was kept by the tlight of the fowls of
the air, the comigg and going‘of which announced them the
progress of the advancing 9nd departing seasons, while the
beaats of the f{eld or forest gave warning of the approaching
storm or changing of the weather. “he sun marked the hour of
| the day. |

In order to keep posted, 2 bundle of sticks conteining

. the exact number of sticks ee there were deys from the day

- of sppointment to the eppointed date were kevt: end every

»’

morning one stick was taken out ond thrown away until the
lest utick wes thrown away, which announced the srrival

of the new yrar or appointed dey.
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Cne of the old traditicns ¢of the 0ld Indians of the

re
old days is that they used to communicete with an eagle

who was their prophet and they used to look to him for
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knowledge of the enemieﬁ’ndvancement toward them. The

eagle being their lookout men would notify all of the

4
«people of the advancement of their enemies and wes a

high priced bird who told them of their hereafter. When

<

the white people came to this country they deprived the
Indien of his esgle spnd todey it is an émblem of the

United »tates whan once it was & useful bird end a/éiophat

<
ko

to them in their days.

* Pete Cole, who writes in typienl Indian style, is the

grest-great:grandson of the Choctew Chief,  Colemen Cole,
3

s descendant of the besutiful Shakchi‘ﬁuﬁma Mal don. - g,
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