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Field Wonker's name Zunice M.Moy
7, 1939
This report made on (data) __.—~fnn$ 17, /
o /
1. Nare \ George V. Briges J
2. Prst \ffice Addrnss Oz tey Oklahoma //
Hountain /ave. o
3. Regidan s~ addrecs (or 1,04t 10n) ; ,
N s [ 1 1852
f 0 %TT A Tan: om0 pay Year
: ty, Tennds:ee.
S Plsce ~f birth néif’ County, .
\ I . YNorth Caroline
5. “ume af futnep Jomes Welker Briges . | oL :
_vther § formati . ibout father
Germany
7. Yara f \tl.er X Fooshoe _ Plpce of birth
‘ —— e
2ther iugvrmatipn ab. ut mother e
| !
7.._.‘,..._.-- - N

|
T ﬂompleti; nurrative by the field vorker dealiny with the

nd story of t.e person {nterviewed. Refrr to lanual for '
sugSdsted subjerts and questicns. Jontinue on blank shoets if .
Leaegsary and sidach firmly to this form.  Nunber of sheets
attached i% :
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_ Eunice iy Mayer !
Field Worker
An interview with
6=17-1037 ave
George W. Brizgs
Granite, Ckluhome.
/ : George We By&ggn..of Cranite, vice presideni
//of the 0ld Greer County /Pioneem,had'a big part in many
/

events connected aith/,the early history of old Greer
"county. Mr, Brig,é:‘ first came to Greer County in 1880
and -as-been 1ntimdfely identified with the county's
history for the past .fifty-four years.
iorn in VYeigs County, Temnessee, “ay 14, 1852,
Mr. Briggs moved ‘to Fannin County, 'I:exas,'hen he was twenty
yesrs old. Jeven years late;-, in 1879, he started on s
buffalo hust in West Texas. S

,Ttenfy-rive miles south of the preaent site

Re~

"ot Vernon his tesn bogged down in mud and he lost onme of

A

his horses, Hs then éb‘andoned plens -to continué on a
buffalo hunt and secured a job with L. .aggonmer ehd Son,
famed cattls men,

¥r. Briggs ves sent to _oan's Crossing, the:
gateway to old Greer County, to out trail herds i{a 1880,
\ \
\zmgiapt on this side of Ned River in old.Greer County,
— \

taking his

at Coan's Store, i&a spent seven yesrs

-

in the employ of the = ners as a t.\'ail herd cutter.
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This work whs done between the months of April and August
when many thousands of head of cuttle were driven up the
trail from Texas to Kansas and elsewhers.
Mr.\Briggn s sgnt to the Cqmanche Iprings
Crossing in North Fork in 1881, ahead of the trail herds.
He started a dugout or May 10, 18E€1, aear '
Comanche lpring;;‘five ﬁiles northweat of the present town
of Grenite. H; filed on six se;tiona of land under .cxas .
iaw, tiiipg kis cla;m at Mobeetie and at sustin, He hel§
his land\\\mtil the Greer County decisfon on March 1, 1¢96,
when he hé@ t6 give up all except s half section. ‘Ho
the .re-fif&d on 8 qgarter'sectgpn and bought a quarter

section st .aS‘an}Zcre, us permitted under the s;-cial

.ill resged b}\Conérese.

. He s\giir’ owns thie Lglf section of land, in-

‘clucing t .o sig; of the dugout he tujlt fifty-three years

BEOD, | | i
tefore Mr, Briggs loca‘ed at Camanche ip;ings,‘

there he  been a atage stand there on the line from Port |

3111 to F{rt £1110tt ot Wobeetie, iexas. The Fort 3111-

Fort .1liott stage-line was sbandoned in 1879, when \
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ths 1ine was established from Geineasville, Texas, to
Fort. E11iott, via Doan's croasing and Mangum,

Mr. Briggs knew maﬁy‘ramous outlaws of the
early days. ‘ .

EAmong the qutlail with whom he became acqynlnzcd .
were Frank end Jesse James, who-went to Texas and lived
for = ;hile with their brother-in-law and sister, Mr.
and Mrs. Allen Parmer, who lived four miles east of tﬁg
Waggoner ranch headequarters, ab;n& the present si£e of
vichita Falls. o

Mre. Lrigss ma&e several trips to Anadarko to ~
report thefts of horses to the Indian agente When *
. "these reports were made the Indian agent would call '
in the.Indiana,nnd tell Jgam to return the stolen
horses, Within e few dafa the horses would be

returned. )

tfter working for the naggoners for six
years, Mrf triges vorked for th Francklyn Land and
Cattle Company, an :nglish syndicate, The Francklyn
Compeny had purshasod the herds snd equipment of

ﬁerrold and Ikard, consisting of more than seventy

e

L)
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thousand head of oattie scattered all over Greer County,
with line campe all around the county, snd as many as
four hundred ‘cowboys employed.

Colonel :t. b Qroom)a centuckian, was zeneral
zmanager of the Francklyn Company. The stockholders
were residents of England.

Mr, Briges recalls a visit to Greer County of
about thirty-five men and women from Ekngland, stock-
holders in the Prancklyn Company. . The qowboys were
branding cattls st t» Smring Creek camp when the
viaitare arrivwd in ckartered stege coaches,

ﬁhén the women left the coaches and started to
valk across a sandy strip to get closer to the brande
ing work, they did not notice the sandburs-‘becguee
they Had never seen sand%uré tefore. The hems of
their dresses became covered with them, Soon they
Lweg; 1creaming hysterically as thsey trisd to remove
the burs, .

The Francklyn Land and Cattle Company |
mortgaged its cattle to a group of Fort Worth bankers.

Bsfore the unsuspecting bankers knew what was happening,

<
~
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the cattie had deen dﬁven out and sold anc the bankers
lost heavily on their invesiment.

Mr. iriggs, who later vwas to serve ten years as
Cou‘n;eir Commissioner and was to be Greex; County's E;pr;-_ :;:;ﬁ’»
segtetive in the first Legialasture of the 3tate of Okla-
homa, called the first Democratic County Convention ever
held 1;\Greer County. in 1888,

Precinct meetings were held and Jdelemates were
elected to the County Convention.

Mr. Lriggs attended both the Precinct and County
Conventions and since thet time he has never been absent
from a Democratic Convention.in his pr?cinct nor from a
Democratic County Convention in Greer County. He served
as Precinet Committeemen in his precinet for twenty-four
congsecutive years‘and has been County Chairman upon

several occasions,

Mr. Briggs was married {n Novemder, 1890, to

¢

-,

Miss Eelle troadie, pionee¥tesident in tne "cove" just
northwest of the present town of Granite,

Mr. Briggs h d the distinction of naming two "towns
in Sreer County,one of which is now long extinct dut the

other still is a thriving town,
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The firat of these towns ws ,:uarfz. logated four
and & holf miles southeast df the jwresent tovn of Gramite,
Wre Zrigga was instrumental {n secouring e pOgst'ogg‘ic'e

. there and aamed it uartz. . | - \\
e'\of

4

Later, s ;choo;r v s qbunt at the “so‘u’th bas
kts ealsh snd the post office mOvec there from‘;uar%z. ‘
Mre iriggs neme the new town "Granite", the neme
under which it grew and prospered end which it still
bears.

ur.vBrigss wa;a in Mangum in Jctober, 1887, when
Capte A+ M. Dawson began publication of the "Mangum Star®.
In fect, ¥r. Briggs was in the "Star" office when tha first
.copy came off the press and plcked it ul; to read. He then
imediately subscribed for the paper and carried the ‘first
copy\ away with him, ‘ ' -

During the reign of the Populists 1:n Greer County,
rﬁ.'r. Briggs was the only Democratic member of ths Board of
éounty Camnias{oners, en office which he held for ten years,

The Popuiist members of the Commission were not
any too well cducated ard Mr, Briggs had to resort to

-
npolitics™ t0. gain his points numerous times,

X2
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At one mqaiing of the Conmiaaioner's COurt, ¥r Briges
bad a hoated argument.with his rellow Commissioners. To carry
hia point he:plcked up & copy of tne stetutes and read proe
viaiona of the law exactly in line with his contentions,
throatening the penitenuary for any Commissioner who agted to

" the contrary.
' "Well. that's the law., wetll have to give up", said
the other Commissioners, |

Mr. Briggs had improvised everything he reed.

In those daya the County Commissioners were required
to gudit the funds and money held by tlhe County Treasurer in
a literel way,.

The County Tressurer vould bring all the funds {n his
oharga“fio the Commissioners' Court and lay tlnr cold” cash on
the tabls for the Commissioners o count. |

An acoident in a hotel 2oom at Fort Worth. Texss,
oaused the death of Chief Yellow Bear of the Comgnches and
crme very near cnding the career. oftht;a;a{l;f;igu.w Tt

Mr, Briggs of Cranite was with the two Indisns im
Fort Worth, Texas and knows the intimate details of the

tragedy that ended the life of Yellow Bear and resulted in
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the selection of Quanah Parker ss Chief of the Comanches.

Mr,. Bfiggs was employed by Waggbnor brotherp, cattle~
men who had thousands of ~c¢res of Ingian land un. er lease.
He was designated by‘his employers to stay with Chief
Yellow rear and Juanah ‘arker, to provide them with entere
taiéﬁent and to keep them in a good humor, |

Mro Briggs accompanied the two lenders to ‘ort orth

‘in 1885,

The Comanche leadérs were asleeping in the seme room;
Quansh Parker retired early, while Yellow :ear was out sce=
ing the sights. hen Yellor -ear went to the hotel, he
undressed and prepared to retive., He turned out the gas
lights, then turned the gas on agsin imiediately und was
asphyxiated,

Xr, :riggé werg sleéping ic avnear by room but did
not lesrn Qr the tragedy until the pext cay; be arose
early the next :orning and went to visit an artesian vell,

<
returming to the hotel about eleven A, M.

Yher he returned to the Lotel some of the hotel of-
ficialg asked if hs hed seer Chief Yellow ear and Juanah
Farker. lLearning that they had not appesred that morning

R o Srigga went to their room anc broke down the door.
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Chief Yellow Besr was dead. Quanah imrker had
rolled off the.bed and had fallen in suéﬁ*é;ééy that his
nose was immediately in front of the craok‘undgr the door
only six inches away. He had brggthed enough pure air to
escepe death,

augnah Parker was unconscious for two days end )

1little hope wos held for his recovery, but he cid recover

to become the great lsader of his tride and the friend of

President Theodore Foosevelt., Mr, :riggs remained constant- -

ly at Quanah Parker's bedside until he begin to show marked
improvement, He then asked ‘tuck Inglelow, Greer County

cowboy,who was visf{ting in Fort orth to stay with the

‘- Indian while hs aiapt a few hours. hd

<uanah Parker had asked Mr, briggs numerous times:
"Where is Yellow Rear"§ Each time Mr, :rigéa would reply
that Yellow l.ear was in another roan)adding"ha‘is sick
like you, (uanah”,
When Inplelow arrived at the room, the Indian
asked: &
"Buck, shere is Yellow kear"?

"Yellow Bear is dead 'rn hell"”, replied the cpwpby.
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"Ui", sgrunted Quensh Parker, turning to Mr. iriges
nGeorge, you lie%,
Quanah Parker was a man of remarkable imtelligence,
As soon as he was abfe to be up, he called a lawyer and
secured 28 many affidavits as possible giving the &xact
det’ails of the d eath of Yellow Lear., He wanted to be
'el'e‘cted Chief of the Comenches end wanted to show the
Indiens just how Yellow Eea'r died so that théy would not
suspect him of having caused the .cath of the Chief.
«hen the Indien was gble to travel end h:-d secured
the affidevits he and Mr. briggs started back to the
Comanche Reservation. They w;re met st Harrold, Texas, by
a tand of approximately five thousand Comsmches.
Juansh Parker was elscted Chief of his tribesmen,
}Ar..}riggs wes associated constantly with Quansh Parker
for tw0 years. ‘The Faggoner brothers wanted to keep on good -

terms with the Comanches so that they could useg“ir land st

e very low rental,
They gave mamy pregents to th‘nah Parker, 1n61nd1ng a
carriage costing $1,000,00; & suit of 2ixe alothas and many

other expensive presents.
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On one trip to.Fort 'orth, Chief Yellow i.ear esund
Quanah Parker were d}essed in tuxedoes given them by the
Teggoner bro thers.

tthen My, iriggs first begen assoocisting with Jansh
Parker, the Indian céuld speak only = few words of English.
;i. Lriggs taught him to speek cxcellent Bunglish. He £old
him miach about the ways of the white man.

JdQuansh Parkor liked boer, but nlways refused to drink

whiskey. .

During one visit to Fort fiorth, Mr. HrigéS and Jusnah
sarker went into the %hite Elephant seloon to .rink beer,
It was a large and deautiful saloon with several plaster
’elephants twonty feet in height rlsced in the oorners,

As the two stepped up to the dar, Mre. Brigé: noticed
e friend, Colonel Jobm Simpson of .all s sittiag inde far
COTRET, ‘

Speaking rather loudly and waviag his hemd, Mr. iriges °
said: "Colonel, come up and drink with men,

Mre Iriggs introduced Quarsh Parker to ir. Simpao#
and they talked pleaaantly-for awhile,

Later {n the day, while Mr, B;igg: was reading in the
hotel lobby, .uanah Parker vsturned to the salodn; That
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aight he told ir. mwmrnm-c\.

.*T wemt beak to drsnk beer, * Quansh Parker said.
“¥hen I walked up to Ahe bar I looksd and saw Colomel
Simpeon and waved at him aud said, 'Colonel, I'm going
to teke another drink, come up and drink with me.'

Forty mem got up and came, . Too dmm meny oolomsls
in Thite Elephant.®

Quanah Parker told Mr. Briggs that he was not in
the famous Adobs Walls battle. Historians have credit-
wnmm@mmﬁmum&.mm‘umm‘
attack upoa & group of buffaio hunters st idobe Wallson
tbp Torth platus of Texss, but ir. Brigss said Quaneh
Wmumm:mtm&mammwmwp;‘
‘mamod'mnommpmmmar@t.x-m
homonhuhomonahulhalrn-ilotmtpomu
lann bnrricadc and that he watched the attack and was .
onted. | ‘ . .

mearal-:voldb.m_ihaiawo{n’o
man” had told the Indfans that the forty-five sharp rifles
“or buffalo gune used by the whites in the Adobe Walls
mmm&cnwodoooammembunmmm@'
to the smunla.s_ they left the barrels.
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&t Domn's m'dutng after Jr. Doan had established a

185

" tusiness 8t Vernon, which he did.when that town wes found-

r el "lioit of their dealings were with Lans.e

w\m. Bri@ nor *Did” Sanﬁora could lsarn
enmlangmgo Mm.&iggnlnmodmmnm»
portent words of the Comanche langusgs, while Mr. Sane
ders beceme pa.-oﬁcicﬁt iz the Comsnche hngnase and,
. after lsaving Doan's st‘orc, he aecufod a position as
" i{nterpreter end was stationsd at lawton untdl his \~

death a few years ago.
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