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Field Worker's name ^iltnt 7>i B tll
$his report made on (date) 1 9 3~JL

1« Name UVa. M l t h

2# Post Office Address 71 fi F«crfc y»m*feh

3, Residence address (or location) Tin Ŵ  i.-fch.
\

4* DATE OF BIRTH: Month y B r

jf flfc-i l

Day g f Year. 1S81

5« Place of birth TinteriTllle, StllliT^^

6* Name of Father

Other information about father

7# Name of Mother

Other information about mother

Place of bir th

Place of birth

p | t
South of Waathepford, Oklahoma

Notes or complete narrativo by the field wrker dealing* vi:^ +.h^ l i fe and
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for su^.;..-tcd subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and utiach firmly to
this form, -Number of" sheets attached t 8 ~- •
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Bo«aroh f i t i d Worker
f l l h l n g t * * County - OrtO
Indiatt-Pienetr f i i t o r y , 3*149 392
Septeaser £19 1987

with
« Bdlth HoT)binfl-Brooi:i

710 West Ftwrth

Mrs* Idith Btbblne-Brooiki was bora Hay 3»

1881, at Wint«r8Tllle, SulliTan Otuaty, Mioaouri.

lather - David D« Bcbbine was born in UiMoori,

died at the ag« tf 72 yeari and is buried in tht

Zita Ohap<i Cemetery, south of W#ath«rford9 Otkla*

hama*

Utt bar - Mary Jane ,H*weli-Bebbitie was b#rn in

Il l int iB, died at the age ef 77 years and i s buried

in the 2ion Ohapflt Oemettry a#uth of featherford,

C&lahoma*

My parents were i t th of Soetqh*Irish desoent*

They were aarried July 7, 186^ and ene week later

ay father enlisted /as a soldier in the Union army,

Henry, my eldest brother 9 was bern the following

April, while my father was on the Shilth battle-

field* *

I remored from Missouri to the Indian Ttrritery

with ay parents in leTember 1894• My father and

brother, Henry, had oano to the Indian Territory

in August to secure oiaima. They eaoh seomsed a
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160 aore olaim, and after oar arrir&l, my brother,

Marion, toelc up a olaim aoross the road from then*

Wt settled en tho olaim in Ouator Oountyt about

3 miles Stuth of featherford* At that time

faatharford was unheard of*

We made the trip from Missouri to Hinoo,

Indian lerritory on the train, then drore

about 60 miles in the wagon, to our new home*

Ye spent sereral days in the wagon yard at

Minoo, where * saw ay first Indian* 0£ ooorse,

we were afraid of then, bat ear curiosity won

oat and we rentored near enough to see them.

We were in t he wagon yard orer Sunday and

attended ohuroh serrioes at the Ohuroh of

Christ in Hinoo.

I was 10 years old when we oame here

and, earn well remember how excited we all were,

OTer oar first train ride* There was an eld

lady -about 70 years old, who sat in the seat

with me* She' had neTer ridden on the train

before and erery time the train stopped,
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regardless of the sise of the station, she

the oonduotor i f i t was Ohioago, Il l inois*

I was so eabarrasjed and amused, 1 ehanged to

another seat* 1*11 admit I was green but X

did knew enough to keep s t i l l and not expose

ay ignorsnoe* *>, • -

Ify father chartered-* oar and brought his

household goods, implements,. OOWB, hogs, horses,

males and oh tokens to the Indian Territory* We

also brought prorisiens^to last us fo* a year*
ve had 700 pounds of fleur, in barrels9 oured

aeat and fruit* He were fortunate t e hare

these proTisions for the f irs t year we did not

raise anything* The oows and ho{

for they were notfeoliaated to Khis oountry*

Our food was soaroe the seoond year and I

remember the only fruit we had was dried apples*

Our ohief or ops were ootton, wheat and kafir*

aroro*

Our nearest trading post was Minoe, a

distance of about 60 miles* We bought our

supplies at Kinoo and SI Bens, also about 60 Miles*
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There nag a small store at Stgmr about 15 miles

frem our boat, whore we reoeired our sail* This

plaoe Is no linger in axistsnot. Kr«Auzi,er was
the store keeper*

There was a school for the Oheyenne-Arapftho

Indians at 8eger, South of Weatherford* This

was known as the Seger soheel and I hare Tisited v

this sohool«Z attended one of their 4th. of July

pionlos and witnessed many ef their Indian oust ems*

One ouatom I reoall was the way they bathed their .

babies* The mother would spit water from her

mouth en the baby, then iijr i t em the baby and

dry i t with a shawl* When tfce men paid for

anything thay bought, they sp£t the money from

their mouths.

Our home was a one room dug out, built in

the side of a bank, the inside was built up ef

logs* We had a front built of rough lumber

with one targe #oem down stairs and 9 bed rooms

up stairs* This was a one and one-fealf story

and was looated on the prairie f without a tree

in sight* This plaoe was looated on the Cheyenne*

irapaho t ra i l and the Indians trartlad pamlour
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house in large numbers, about 40 wagons in

a, string* Ihfy would sometimes pat* dressed

in feathorshead gears and the&J.oetoed hideous,

and we ohildren would hido under the bod fox

wo thought thoy waro on the war path.

Wo had the only wator wil l for a l lo t and

a l l tho neighbor* hailed drinking water from

our plaoo* fke wator was poxpod with a wind

s i l l * My father and brothers hauled water for

tho i t oak from Seer Greek, a distanoe of &fr Biles*

' Whom wo f irst • • t t l td in the Indian ferritory

there were no ohurohos or sohools* Tho peo}le

of our Tioinity were Tory progressiTO and soon

>rganisod a .ohuroh sad sohool* Those people were

al l from the state of Kissotri and were more '

adTanoed than in some of tho other ooaaunities*

She Ohuroh of Christ was organised, with.
'•'T - .

Bran lowery and leri Oollins as tho elders*

Serrioes wore hold in tho heaes of the* Benbere*

I roooired ay early eduoat ion in a little

eohool organised by tho parents of the ooaaunlty*

A one rooa rook sohool ho aid was built, with a
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sod roof and no floors and we used long benches

for seats* This was a Tery orude structure, but

we wort proud of it* fhia soheol was leoated

near the Ouster-fashita County line and children

frea both oamnties attended* This was known as

the Missouri 8«heol, Bletriot #20* Our first

teacher was one of the neighbor men, Henry

Auxier. Another teacher at this sohool was

one of the leading men of our ooamunity, Henry

lowwy*, I hare a picture of the soheol at the

time Kr«lowery taught us* I graduated from

the eighth grade in this l i t t l e sohool house,

under professor Anderson, then attended normal ^

at Weather ford fer four months* . -

My father was a hunter and trapper* and sold

the hides at 11 Beno. The winters that he trapped,

he killed about 80. coyotes and many skunks* After

he skinned the skunks we would sometimes make soap

from the cracklings, after the grease was rendered*

He usually gaTe them to the Indians who atie

ohuckaway, which they ate* These Indians also

ate dogs*

f '
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Seer was plentiful in our vioinity, but

my father would net kill them, share were lets

of wild oats and wolves?and rattle snakes were

numerous*

Weatherford was a tent town, when ii first

started, but was blown away by a oyolone* It

was later rebuilt and when the railroad was built

through the town, the surveyors boarded with my

parents* We had our wheat ground for flour, at
now

the mill at Weatherford* fhis town7has a popula-

tion of approximately £,600.

We had no raade In the early days and traveled

by trai ls . These trai ls were deep ruts that

nothing oould travel over except wagons'and

buggies* A oar oould never have been driven

in thoae days* Shore was a ford over the

Canadian Biver at fort Beno*

Our early day reoveation consisted of pie

suppers, parties, literacies, ohuroh aotivities

and singings* We would gather in the homes

wfcere there were organs for our singings* ifcnoes

were held on Beer Greek, but we did net attend* $
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I remember when we first oame her

is a rumor in our Tioinity that t m
J Iit t:

>, there

Indians

e oomnunitywere on the war path and the men o:
* i

met an4 made plans to build a log fort, but

the rumor did not materialise and/the fort was

nerer built*

Seme o'f our Missouri f*iends/wh© were

settled in Ouster and Wakhita Counties were:

Jess £Lgg, Bran Xowery, George Auxier, Jim

Pigg, Bill Auxier and lenry Auxier*

I was married to Aubrey B. Brooks at Oordell,

Oklahoma,in 1910; We are the Barents of four

girls and one boyt all born in Oklahoma•


