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This report made on (date) M 193 _n
1. Nemo _jng, RA4h RohhinssBrooks
'8, Post 0ffice Address 710 Yeat Feurth Bln‘tllﬂﬂl]l Q‘Jl

B,
4o

S

Residence address {or location) 710 1, 4th, Bl!t]lﬂﬂlh ﬁg.
DATE OF BIRTH: Month_m _Day _ g , Year 188]

Place of birth _Wintersville, Sullivan Oouaty, Missonrd

6

7.

Neme of Father Tiayi3d D, Rebhing Plece of birth p4ggeued

Other information about father m.g_ln_mum_ﬂlﬂ;.—-
o of Wea’bhu'!ord Okla.

Nams of Mother yary Jane NowalssBrooks Flace of birth ..mm

Othe}' information about mother : WM—M
South of Weatherfori, Oklahoma

.Notes or complete narraiivo by the field worker dealing #{*r *ha life ond
story of the verson inturviewsd, Rofer to Manual for su:.sved suljocts
and guestions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and #tsach firmly to
this form, ‘Number of shcets attached s 8 ~ o
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Indian-Pionger Nintory, Se149 39
aoptn‘nor 21, 1987 ‘

. Interview with
Mre., Rdith Bé'b’binn-m.‘eokl
«m:%g.::ﬁl:?‘ﬁ;?mom -
Mrs., Bdith Rebbins-Brooks was born May 3,
1861, at Wintersville, Sullivan Qeunty, Missouri.
Father - David D.,Roibbina wa§ boru ia Missouri,
dled at the age ef 73 years ani is buried in the
Zien °&p=§‘ Cemetery, south .ot—'ufhorfbrd, Okla=
hemae . . |
Mether - Nary Jane,Newels=Rebbins was bern in
Illineis, died at the age ef 77 years and is buried
in the Zien Ohapel) Osmetery sbuth of Weatherford,
Oklahomae , _
¥y parents were dith of éootch-lriuh descent.

They were married July 7, 1863 aml ene week later

. my father mlistch .88 & soldier in the Union AT o
' -Henry, my eldest brother, was bern the follewing

April, while my father was on the Shileh battle-

fi.ldo
1 rcmouct from nssonri to the lndian Territery

wi’oh ny parents in November 1894, MUy father and

brethnr, Nenry, had osme to the Indian Territory

- 4n August {0 secure oiain&. They each seonmzed a

/
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160 aore olaim, and after our arrival, my brother,
Marion toek up & claim across the road from them.
Yo settled en the olaim in Ouster Oounty, about
3 miles Seuth of Weatherford. 4t that time
Weatherford was unheard of.

" We made the trip from Missouri to Minso,

‘Imihn Cerritary on the train, thea drove

about 60 miles in the wagon, to our new home,

We speunt several days in the wagon yard at

‘Minco, where 1 saw ny firest Indian. Of oourae,

we were afraid of them, but eur ouriosity won
out and we ventured near enough to see them, |
¥e were in the wagon yard over Sunday and
attended church services at the Churoch of
Christ in Kinso.

I wae 13 years old when we came here

and oam well remember how exocited we all were,

over our first tradn ride. There was an eld

lady about 70 years old, whe sat in the seat
with me. She had never ridden on the train
before and every time the train stopped,
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rcgardlou of tho sixe of the station, she would
//uk the oom!notor i2 it was Ohioaga, Illinoise’

I was 80 ubnrrn}d and unnsad I ehanged to
another seat. I'll admit I was green but I
did know onongh to koop ltill and not apou \
my ignorsnse. - |

My father ohartersd a oar and brought his
housshold goeds, ihp\lqontgo,‘oov‘v'a, hogs, horses, .
mkles and chickens to the Indian Territ ory. We |
also brought proviliou tc last us Loz & yoar. .
Ve had 700 pounds of flonr, in barrels, cured
meat and fruit. We wore fortunate te have |
these provisions for the First year we daid not
raise anything. The cows and hogt%égrfsg here,
for they were notxoclimated to khis country.
our food m SC&rce ';:ho second yoar and I
remenber the only fruit we had wes dried apples.
Our chief orops were cotton, wheat and xafir~
worn.

Our nearest trading post was Mince, a
'distance of about 60 miles, We bought our

supplies at Minoo ani El Rens, also about 60 miles, -

O
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!ho:;o wes & small store ut: Segar about 15 miles
frem our home, where we received our mail. This
\‘plloo is no lenger in existance. yr.iuxier was
¥he §§2§2 %::p:r school for the Oheyeme~Arapdho |
Indians at Seger, South of Weatherford. This
~ was known a8 the Seger schoel andi I have visited °
this sohool.l attended one of their 4th. of July
pionics and witnessed many of their Indian onnto’n;a.
One custom I recall was the way they bathed their .
babies. The mother would spit water from her
" mouth on the baby, then 2w} it éu the baby and
dry it with a shawl. When tfie men paia for
anything they béught; they aplt the money from
their mouths, |

‘Qur hemo was & one room dug out, bnilt in
the 51&% 6f a bank, the inside was built 'np of
logs. Ve had a frdnt built of rough lumber .
with one targe ¥oem down stairs and 8 bed rooms
‘up stairs. This was & one and one-galf story
and was looated on the pr;irie, w:l:thout a tree
'\ in iight; Phis ~p;.).a.cu was lgoated on the Cheyenne=
Arapaho trail and t}_a Inlians traveled pa%onr

395
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heuse in large nnmbors; about 40 wagons in
a string. Thyy would sometimes pasm dressed
Q . 1a feathershead gears and they Joeked lﬁdcoun.
* . and we obildren would hide under the bed for
we thonéht tho& were on the war path,
We had the only water well for miles and
a1l the neighbers hnlo.d drinking water frem
eur place. The water was pumped with a wind
mille Xy father and bro_thorl hauled water for
the stook frem Deer Oreek, a distansce of 2% miles.
" Whok we 2irst settled in the Indian erritery
there were no ohnroho; or ‘schools. ZThe peo)le
of our vicinity were very progressive and soem
P rganised a church and school. These people were
a1l from the state of Missoari and were more = .
advanced than in some of the other 'oonnnitiel.
The Church of Christ wa.a orgtniud wi,'bh
Evan Lowery and Levi Oollins as the elders.
Servises were held in the hemes of the n‘eubcrn;
I roooind By urly edusation 4n a 1littile
| sshool organiua by th.o pq.'cnta of the community.

A one room roek school .houss wias bnilt with a |

/
/
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804 roof and no fleors and we used 16:)3 benches

| for seats. This was & very orude strusture, bdut
‘we were proud of it. ®his soheol was lecated
near the Ouster-¥ashita Gounty line and ohildren
frem both cawnties attended. This was known as
the Missourd Sechecl, District #20. Our first
teacher J:u one of the neighber ‘mn, ‘Henry
“Auxier. Wnother teacher at this school was
one of the leading men of our oonmnnity, nnry

3 Lomy. } have a pisture of the aohool at the
time lu'c Lowery taught use I graduated from
the oigh%h grade 4n tt}u 1ittle achool house,

" under Erofessor Anderson, then atdended normal
at Weatherford fer four months. . '

Hy’tather wes a hunter and trapper and sold

the hides at Nl Reno. The winters that he trapped,
he killed about 80 oayotes and uny skuoks, After
he tyix_mod.iho skunks we would mometimes make soap

* frcn the eracklings, after the gruu was rendered,
He u\tally gave them to the Indians who méde
ohuoka.w, whish they ato.\!thayo Indians also

' ate dogs.
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Deer was n;pntiful in our vioinity, but
ny Zather would net kill thm. There were leta
of wild oats and wolven and uttlo lu;ku were
muou.

Watj_hortord was a tent town, when ii firaet
started, but was blown away by a oyolons. It
was later rebuilt and when the railroad was built
through theAtovm, the surveyors boudcd with my

pu.'outs. We had eur wheat ground tor ﬂonr, at
the mill at Weatherford. !!hia town7hae 'Y popnlgn

tton ‘of approximately 8,600,

lo had no rud- in the. early days and travalad

_ by trails. !h,eee_trann were deep ruts that

nothing oould travel over except wagong’ and
bnégiou.. A car could never have been driven _
in thoase days. There was a ford over the o
Canadian River at l'oft Reno, -

Our early day roonoo;t;eu sounsisted of pie
suppers, parties, literaries, church activities

e would gather in the homes

where there were ergans for our singings., Daunsces

were -held on Deer Oreek, but we 4id net attemd.,
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JI rmenbor when we first oame hal- there
8 a rumor m our viocinity that t(‘ ndians
. lworo on the war path-anq the men Oi/ t‘:e community
met and made plans fo builad ; log fort, but _
' [the rumor d4id not materislise and/the fort wa; |
never builte I h

Seme of our Missouri .fgiends y&b were
;  settled in Onat;or and Wahkhhita O unties were:

.~ Jess Pigg, Bvan Lowsry, George Auxier, Jim

f
Pigg, Bill Auxier and Benry Mflior.

I was married to Aubrey E./Brocks at Cordell,
Cklahoma,in 1910; We are the parente of four

girls and ome boy, all born 17 Oklahoma.
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