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Field forker: Elizebeth L. Duncen .
June 11, 1937.
Interview with Jemuel Henry Brooke s
Medford, Okia. '
. Borm oeptember ¢, 1863,
Sulliven, Moultrey Co., 1ll. }
Parents Cherles «. Brook, father,
Richmond, V. A.
Rachel Ray, mother,

S . Shilacotha, Ohio. ' Y

BIOGR:/PHICAL SKETCH

o

Mr. Charles J. Brooke, the fgther of Samuel Henry,
was a8 blacksmith at Chillicothe, Missouri for & time;
* then moved to_lllinois and live@ there with his family

/7

for thirty-one yesrs; and rrom‘thgfé; he moved with his
family to Freeport, Harpe;isounty, ha‘pas‘in.1885 and
lived there-until his death, -..
Sa?uel Henry Brook preceded his pafents in coming
to Kansaggby one year. He becams chuaigted with a‘ ‘ '
number of young men:tbaé tall. H; was' asked to go
élong on a ﬂﬁnting trip dowmn in the_dlass Mou;tains of

Oklahoma. The members of the huptingNé:pediyion were

Q .
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Dr. Bell, Dr. Booth, F. W. Simpson, Franois Moor;, and
M. Brooks. They rigged up a cemping outfit in & wagon
and came on down. to Kiowa, sansas, and proceeded on

south on the Cld Cantonment Trail into Oklahoma. They

‘ a%oppo§‘in at the 0ld T-5 Ranch, then owned by the |
Grevor.bofs, to hunt deer. The tirst day éﬁt, Dr. sSimpson
.took Mr. Brooke out with him, taking the southeasterly
direction.'while twq of<;he others went we;t, Dr. Booth‘v
afaying at tholoamp to AO the cooking. Before leaving
camp, it was made up‘between the others to rig up a

dum.y Indian to scare Mf. Brooke. - They callaa him a
tenderfoot, vﬁioﬁ he ;as. fgr he was from the fast and
‘iﬂgw nothing about this country. [hey hunted all day

but found nothing, and as it began t; get late, Dr. Simpson
said they had better start back to cemp as they didn't
know what they might run.into. They asccordingly siarteq
bac?; and’ they were nearing‘camp about dusk.‘ Jr. Simpson
-was in the lead but he knew what to look for. Dr. Boc;th

bad stretched a wire from one tree to another and fastened

this .qummy to this wire s0 it could be pulled along as
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though it were walking. Dr. Booth ha% pu; his Prince
© Albert coat on this dummy. When' he came in sight.of 1%,
Dr. Siméﬁon stopped all of a sudden, and-lir. prooke, who
. was in the rear bumped~int9 hiﬁ.’ﬂur;.Brooke‘haked

what he was seeing, and Dr. aimpson said "My God! - There
i an Indien. What are we going.to do?" Yr..Brooke
© said, "I know what I am going to do." - He dropped to

his knee snd shot thrée times at the supposed iﬂdian\

with a 45-Wincheﬁter shot gun. Of the shots fired, ohe
pierced the abdomen, the other thr;ugh the arm, and

one aoraped its back, yet the "Indien” never ré?i.

After the th-ird ehot was fired ,.ur.&Brook began to get
rrightoned° but soon atter the third ot the boys began
-© yell, and when hr. Brooke cams into the camp the boys
Joked him mercilessly. They spent three deys the?e hanting.
After the third day, they moved on south twenty miles,
"still on the Weaver Ranch alsc south of’ the Cimarron River.
There were lots of deer and turkeys. uir. Brooke killed:

one deer and five turkeys. A4ll together killed five deer

+
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.;nd fourtaen turkeys. Mr. Brooke and his companions were

gone nine.dayu allogether. _This was Mr. Brooke's

hunting trip, for the~firat time, in Oklahoma. .
OnéMr.-BfSOkp'a second hunting trip, there wers

o;ght men in ell that went. He remembers John Singer,

a Mr, Brand,xand Bill Nelson, but he cannot recall the

namss of the others. They came down here on the —

Weaver Boys' Ranch and campqd six miles east of the

main ranch hougo. On the seo?nd morning lir. Broocke got

up and saw that one of the mules .was gone, 80 he ;fa;:ed

out to look for it. He followed the fence leading alcong

the side of one of the paatures. He réde all day and

About sundown he. found one of thargatea he remembered

pasing thi*,ough on one of the other huyating tr‘ip,s. ‘Iherg

was a station pabin located near there (station cabins

were strung all around on the ranch for the bogs that

;odo the fence}, but defors reaching this ocabin which

was down in & draw some distance he came upon a pack of
- ’

timber wolves fighting among themaelves. As soon as he

saw them he circl&ﬁ out around them, making his horse

S
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run at(broakkneok speed io get to the barm, for the
wolves had seen him by that timﬁ. He did make the barn
in time before the wolves aurrounded the barn; fho man
- ét the station house heard them and began to'ahootigt ’
them, scaring them off. He stayed all night there, and
. Mpr. Brooks asked if he liad seen%?is mule. Jthe man told
him he was out riding the‘fbnnéﬁ;hen he saw the mule and’
recognizéd it, so had caught it and brought it back
with hit.. . -
- g
On April 22\, 1889, &rs Brooke came do'n in here
with four other men 'han Old Oklshome was oponcd for
homesteading. He drova a four-horse team and apring
wagon, and had vith his alao his saddle noroe., e
men tpat made tho run.!are Grant omith, Oglando Ray,
Abe Yaunt and Jim Smith. Orent Smith steked his olaim
six miles east of Dover; Abe Yaunt staked tré miles north
« Kingfisber, ahc} thé‘ other two men were unsusccessful. v
fhen they found they could not find a place to stake,

thiYngIIOIad the Chisholm Treil back until they reached




"'37‘3’

LN

-~

Grent Smith's plaoe, where }‘}101}' t°nrepe° uoks boforo 3oing
| buok to Kanau. While they osmped therc, they hunted wild
hogs, deer, and turkny,. but sr. Brooke killed just one wild
‘turkey at that time, in the.fork of the Cimarron and Turkey
creek right weat of Dover. .
Mr. Brown, a’max;‘that staked his claim close to

Grant enith'a,‘ also aha_red the cemp _vith Mr, érooke‘ and
'the others. ﬁotnrning fron a hunting trip in the evening,
e had to pasa under a jack. oak tree, which was close ’by,
- to reach camp. fn fhie tree,. a réttleanak_o master had
hid‘hinult: Upon: ueing__.‘h’r. Brown, the snake waited until
he oame closer then atfuék, but missed. xr. Brown, being’
quick on-the-draw, killed t_ho snake. These anaskes iiould elimb
;p trees and wait for any passing pre}. .and when they would
strike, they would wrap themselvea around ‘their prey ai:d
graduslly squeeze ft to death. - ’

R A;tornwna tl.u"ee ME, the visitors returned to
:'Kagnu, and‘lx:. Brooke ret\;rnad to the farm. His erops
were moatly cotn and thoaf.. They were goof@ because they

N
had plenty of rainfan:.
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On April 19, 1893) at the opening of the Gheyenn?
country, Br. Brooke came down with three other man who
were going to make tpe run., Mr. Brooki just came along
to drive the wagon. He also had Ms saddle horse along;
‘The three men were Charlie Hoiland, E. T. Brooke and
Jim Shaw. They had to go to qgfénga to make the run.
¥hile on‘the way, they ahot at ﬁ&ﬁ?‘antelopes. -

The night béfore the opening, they camped right
on the line, close to the Cimarron River. about a
hundrod yards to the south of the; a band of negroes,'
-about five hundred in all, were holding services and
were singing. The'boya thought they would go over to
. hear them. ppon.reachiﬁg the tent, they saw only a
bunch of seats in t#e‘middle of Ehe tent, éo'they
'0nt in and aéi’ddwn but 4t was so very hot they
were: unablo to atand the odor from the negroes'
bodios and they deci&ed to go back to cdmp and get some
alcop. The next morning they were up bright and early{
but the negroes were up too, also ready to make the run.
When the time came for them to stert, the negroes all,:

&
atartod out on foot, for not a one of them had a horae or

A
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buggy, dut they wo;o,awif% on f&ot and they ataked oclaims
'pornvtho‘pthors had no cyanoe.:

B. T, Béﬁokq, Jim Shaw and charlie"go;land were
unsuscessful. After they 1ooked:arouné some and found
thoy‘oonld not get a claim, they started back, samping
i south of Watonga on the east side of the North Canadian,
.bﬁé before camping for the night, they came uﬁon an

old Indian squaw out in\the rﬁve! washing. Tﬁa old

Chief was sitting on the b&nk wat;hing her. bpon

seeing Mr, Brooke's Bpnpaniona end himielf, ﬁo came .'

out to sYop them and asked them if they had/any

"fire water," Mr. 'Broox; told hin they were not _

perni tted to give him any, dut he was very peraiatant.
 The boys camped near there before going on their way.

The next lorning when they were ready to go he was over
to ask again for fire-water. Nr. Brooke had a gallon
df'aloAhOI with him, so before leaving camp he called
tho~indian over and pnu:ed“ﬁut e tin oup three-fourths
full and gave it to him. He drank it down just like

water. Mr. Brooke bade the Indian and his squaw good-

bye, dbut the old Chief ooutj{nnﬁgggz_g\:2;§;§g4zag .

’
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/A\:}oohol almost took h}s ﬁroath away as.it was 8o
strong. Big t;ara wore rolling down his cheeks. ' v
Mr. Brooke and his cémpanions went on, grossing
the North Canadian. Ab&nt_a mile*f;om thers, he
$ook his saddle horse gnd’xodo part ‘way up the side of

\ - S

. & small mountain, then he got off, tied his horse éB //‘

L.
-

e eapling, continued the climb on foot. ge came ypon
a orevice in the ground aome three réqggtidé and , /
eight or ten feet doep; Looking dosn in there he saw i/
a1l kinds of anakes bunched together, lying in the |
warms * . Looking around to see what he could throw
in on:thbn, he beg;: to pry around at some of the |
large rooks about. He found one about the size of an
ordinery wash tubd, rolled it up to thé edge snd pushed

P \
.1t off into the gpcif;o, mashing them, \?e continued

L

this rolling/or rocks for an hour,until his companions .
_began to yell at him to coms on. They continued on
their journey cireling to the north. Thati night they

mmped glose to Cheysnne camp, but yet at 4 distance.

s
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Mr. Shaw
/m%b olose to them. He sat up all night, guarding
hiu’horug and wagon, but the Indians did not bdother
tho‘n.‘ 'mc;' co):rtinucd on toward home, fhe next day‘. ’
oﬁco{mtoring a nunberiof wolves, timber and grey wolves,
also coyotes. They th sttacked-a team of horses that )

had strayed away from loxuona'sl oainp. The wolves had

one horse down and killed, and the other was down but

still fighting. As soon as thpy could get out of

theif vagoa’they begen shooting, dri¥ing them off. The

one hox.'to remaining waa torn _d‘zid‘ orippled so badly that

he could not get up. As sogn as the poor animal saw -

the men, he began to neigh and whimper, begging them

to help him. Mr. Brooks and his companions fixéd
“up a sled and/" put him on it and took hif w th them.

They camped that night At dalnut Grove. The horse

rested that night and could stend on his fest the

next morning. Mr. Brooke doctorsd him again that night



ey : , ;
o PU S waoe e B T .-,

" FROOKE, SAMIRE, RENRY, THTERVIEN,

when they csmped. The next day they continued- on their ’

way, reaching home that The boys gave the
‘resoued h;rso to u. Brooke.
" Mr. BrooXe marrisd three yeais before the opening
©of the Cherokee Btrip. He registered at éameron
//////”(nov Mhnchelter) The dust was ankle deep, as there
-~ hed been no rain for a long time. Starting at twelve
| o'cloock noon, on Saturday, September 16, 1893, he made
the run in ons hour and ten minutes, staking his claim
five miles west and a half mile north of Medsord.
Mr. Brooke ltartod from where ho did for the reason that
» found ‘a corner atone marking the milo. He varied
meMMmdnﬁahtMoutmtmnuthngnum
between the school land, he could vary a mile either
wey. He followed the sw, using it as his guide. -
- He ommped all night, using his daddle for a pillow.
| In“the night he was awakened by his horse nibbling at P
his shirt sleeve. The horse had also straddled him,
Mr. Brooks orawled out from under his horse, and

+ looking up, hé ;aw eight coyotes.not four steps away. o

~
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. He was 80 scared that he could not move, as he hac;
no gun with him, so he eased around gnd said to his
pony,‘ "Kiek, old boy, kieck," Ne haé/iaught the pony
to kiek gt his command, so it started in kicking.
That is ghe way he chased ti\o coyotes away, but he
dia hot go baok to aleep-. - Ap soon as daylight ceme,
’ he ;ent to look.ror;ra. Brooke, as she was to follow
up with the wagon and supplies on the; Chisholm Trail.
He had_told her to camp on Osage or go to Pond Creek,

but night overtook her and shs got to the trail and

csmped with some others that nkght so she would not

be aloney ot knowing where Mr. Brooke was. But '
somsone that knew Mr. Brooke had sesn her an/ci told
her where he hed staked his olaim, so the mext
nornix;g she drove over to"hg;e”/h; was. The distance
/they were apart that nggnf/;aa that Mrs. Brooke had
camped one mile gqrtﬁ/ and a half mile east of whgro
his claim wass s‘;akad. They pitched their tent,

built a camp fire, and had chicken tor dinner as she

- . e Lalee . - - - on
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. ’l/zéd/tff&ght soms chiokens. Thn't aight somoi moTe 580
coyotes ceme to the camp, but this time Mr. Brooke -
had a rifle th&t he broﬁght down in the wagon and
he killed two out of ;;x. Then on Monday, he got
the plow out of the wagon nﬁd plowed & furrow around
the plaoce. |

The Government gave each one a number by which ‘-
to register. Tour ;r the homesteaders sent a man .
down to Government Springs to let them know when
their nugﬁgr was to come up; Mr. Brooke camped on his
place & week, and then went back for more supplies to
run them until he could register. Two months passed
when ihoy heard ;rom this man at Government Spfingu,
80 a bunch went down together.

¥r. Brooke returned to his homestead, then to
Fresport, Kansas,where he bought a house and moved
it down. In the fall they built, hauling gyp rock
from thp state line to plaster. Then they dug'a well
where they thought would be good water, but it was so
salty they could not use it so they had to hsul watde
a distance of two miles for some time before digging

another well which proved to be a good one. . They alao

built a darn.

DU SO .- — e
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The things that were brought down when he came
were a.dod plow and some chickens,but before .they
brought all of their stuff, he'had mede quite o
number of trips dack and'rorth. The next spring he
brought with ﬁil a bdinder, header, wheat drill,
harrow, sulko} piov,’tvo cows, sow and eight little
pigs, household furniture, four dozen chickens, oné
dog, and one cat.\/They broke aod all~sulner up to
June, and put out some sod corn dbut it would not grow;
then they pﬁt out fifty a9r35 of wheat. They barvested
oev;nty-fivn bushels of corn.' They hauled fifty |
bushels to Argonia, Lkansas, and sold it for fifty-two
oontg a bnahei. The following year they planted fifty

" aores of wheat, which made twenty-two bushels to the
acre. In 1896, they pl&ntod wheat again and go; a
fair ocrop, and in 1897, they planted wioat again. The

farmers weres turning this country into a -ioat sounry.

Mr. Brooié stayed on this place twelve years, sold

it and bought Drew Rysplas old farm; lived there:
~ thirty years and then sold it to John Drennan, and

now lives in town.
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