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Fleld Warker, Mary J. Stockton,
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Interview with Mr, and Mrs, Jim Breeden,
Claremore, Okla,

Born Knoxville, Tennessee,
Noyember 28, 1882.

Parents Shade Preston Eppersan, Tenn.

(Mrs. Breeden)
Nancy Maria Epper son, Tenn.

Grand parenta Rodman and Martha Harrell, Tenn.

-
-

My great grandmother, Mari:ha Cardful, lived to
be 104 years 0ld amd was buried in Tennessse. up %0
her death she was still weaving and spinning.- ohe
mde pretty .r\gs, anl bedspreads. I have some of the
bedspree;ie .now which were handed down to me by'myo
.mothor. My great-grandfather would make the looms
am spinning wheels for her. They reised their own
gotton and wool with which to make thread . and yarn.. )
w parents came from Tennessee in 1889 at the
roquest of their sister who told them about the new
oountry opening up in the Cherof:ee Nation. e were
glx weeks on the way. ¥e stopped in Mdssouri and

visited my ‘qunt, because my mother became ill., .tthen

she was able to trevel, we came straight to :helses
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1a Gooweescoowse District in Indian.Territory, We
farmed af mlm;ld, royil, Sequoyah and Chelsea,
Waen I urric;\ we wers liv;ng at Bushyhead,

My parents had about a thousand head of sheep
that grazed on the grassy slopop of ths farm, They
always Rhad plenty of meat "u.tho smoke house, t;ocanlo
of many hogs, cattle, and deer which were pleatiful.
) They raised 'hut, oats, corn, cottom, lu.y, and my
vegstables. They fished in the rivers and creeks c;x:ul
can,ght many fiah, They made. their own lye soap, hav- -
ing saved up all the meat skins and cr:g/k;inﬁ/n/ffor
mdoring out many gallons of lard, /'rhoy pat up pre-
serves in stono jars, and ndo their own vinegar,
Game was pleatiful and =y father always bro-,ght 1n
nqnlrrol rabbit, and prairie chickens, and he bronsht
in many dears, which 'ould be skinned and- tho skin used
on the floors for rugs. Soms places were lninhnb}tod
tn;l wholly nt;oQMShIo and this tono;l a secure re- i
treat for the bears, rather killed most of the bom
and'deer when the huckleberriss wers getting x:‘:po on
'tho foothills. We had many pet ocuds ard young bLears

which we would raise,
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Qhusband Tim Breeden, was born January 23,
.
1872, thireeo miles east of Boonville, Kissouri, in
‘ .
Caoper county. e is now sixty-1ive years old. His

father was Layton Breeden who was born and reared in

Missouri. His mother was also reared in Missouri.

" Her,_mame before she was mirried was larimbly Sawyer,

They married anl had & son, Jim. When Jim waa seven
y‘onrs 0ld his parents u;oved to the Indien Territory.

At that time Claremore was a trading post. It was
lOcated Junt at the foot of a mound. ‘When he was
aixteon years 0ld he worked for the Clem Rogaers Rtnch.
He loved %o wrk for Clem Rogers begauss he was suoh 3
a-kind, good-hearted man. Clam always he}ped folks wno
wuld stop by his place while traveling through. Jim

was a cow-hand far Clem, HNo helped round up cattle

and braded them, He drove them up to Vinita to ship

because there was no railroad aroﬁnd there, ihile he

worked there, he was trusted to keep the ranch for weeks

’ by C'lém. He stayed there with “lem's son, Will Rogers,

many timess. May and Sally Rogers were home then, tob. v
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In later years, Jim warked on the Charlie Ma"lellen
ranch soven milss narth of Claremore. The Frisco train
ren through here then. He would drive tie oattle to the
st 0ok yard in Cleremys end ship them. He almost-got
killed in a stampede once when a wind stprm blew up.

Jim attended school for a whn: in the voowsesaoowse
Distriet at a dwelling house, The Indlans taught it. He
had to give them a don_;r por month to go there., xvery-
thing was run by the Ch;rolcaea, axd his parents had to

ve them five dollars a year far the land his femily
_leased. They lived at some plages where they had to pay

-\/ grain rent. Jim has lived {in this same district for

~ v

over fifty-five years.
CAMP AT CONNERS FORD ON VERDICRIS RIVER

The Conners ford lies direotly betwean Bv;shyhead
‘and‘ Oologah i{n Rogers County, Oklahoma, This ford was
a very wde ons, 'and the only one in that part of the
oountry. . > '
~ -In those early days my husband and I were looking
_for a place to locate a;ﬂ settle., We wanted a permanent

homs, 131 this fine newlg “opened country, where there were
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thousands of acres of fine greiris lead and meadons,

lots of ‘timber on the river bottoms, and lots of ‘wild
cwme, pleaty of fish, especially catfish, earp, sad pereh,
ﬂmmbmnudlmromnmrtmbotto—qd
nolt ‘wooded mtiou. The prairie chickeas were mak,
snd pigeons -and wild turkey were to be seen uormoro.

- 7or a while we umi,uaummam s
wide spot in the rosd with s stors, Thers was a ssetion |
house snd a switehy as the raglroad had besa in oaly a
short $ims. OCattle were shipped frc; here, and as 1%

"“was in the cemter of the great cattle ranges you could

sse herds grasing fof miles, One rangs just merged right
{ato the other so ome hardly krew Row much was bis ramgs
Sr hét miny cattle he owned, ' !ﬁq had great rou?)np-

and branded their stock with their specil bramds, If

the other fellow's cattle happened to bo there on their -
rage and noh tmmd, {t would be branded vith its

| omr'obnnﬁ. mr.mqnitcabit of stulusd
. rastling going ome

ﬂhubtndmlhdtruoledmm“dn’

cames to the Conmers JFord im
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the late cvanj.u;, 80 we aj’:appad here to make .cémh

We tad two wagons u;udx had all our belongings loaded
in them, One contained ‘the hay énd grain for the
harses and was driven by our hired hand; my husband
drove the other team. The men folks ‘gnthored‘ gtioks

- and brush am bduilt a ¢amp fire, and I prepared our
ovnifg' meal, which was called sapper ix those days.

. This was atout six o'elook in November, '1898,and we
went to bed early aa.w-e vere 80 tired. Just as we
w;nt of £ to-sleep one of the most terrible storms
su"idenly came up. We had no warning of the =appra eh-

‘ ing starm at all, &8 we were aleoping 1n the dottom

oY of the vagon bods on the hey. I cm't ;eean anothor

—ait terrible night as that. The dark threatening
clouds, the lightning flashing, the {hunner roaring,
the rain pouring down, made me vy n‘!ghtened. 'me
light:ling atmck a big tree peay by a‘nd our horaee
wore rrightenod bescause tpay knew .thxt on were in
danger, and it was piteh dark. An Indian ¢ me up on
a p'rotty—j‘pony ;d t':‘ied't\o\ $ell us tﬂab the river would .

rise and drowmn us. He mdo aigna by pointing at the slq
and_then at the river moanins ﬁmt 1t would riso. Be

*



axd out of $he bottoms. e followed him as he Gabried
/ .
W 1f we had stayed over night ia the river

bottom, we would all have drowned, The next morning
the river was ocut of its banks amd on:;isgsbo bottoms,
Many people were drowned in the Yordtqu in the

early days Yecsuse they didn't kmow where it was safe
%o ford, as there were no bridges them. |

That beautiful location for a camping spot is
sometling that will always lings® in my mind, Ths
c0ld shallow water/of the river] big shady elms, oaks,

. ~walmut trees. There were grape vines loaded with wild

grapes; fish were jupmgup in the x"ﬁor, and squirrels
nrernnnuguguddw close to our camp.

But we '01;0 thankful to the Cherckee Indiam who
-.Mm;rmdrd'ung, and I have always liked the In-
dtans atnes, | | o

My usbend ant T settled in Claresore, Indisx

Territory, Coowsoscoowss Distrios, and have lived here

over sizce, We had two children, dut both dled szd later
we sdopted s littls Indfen daby by the neme of *Chi-u-kee®,

_ and later v shristened her Madle. She i{s almost a full-
. blood ,chc.r;k“ and mow works in the Indian Hospital {a

_Claremore, Oklahoma.
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fie have been married farty years sad have a good home in

N Qe
Claremore, and both are in good health except I am losing
» ) .

oy Gyem. @tl ’ b . ) ’ R
* . OLD TIMERS
L *  0l1d friends of ours were Clem Rogers, Charlie

McClellen, Teooy Chambers, HBenvys;, Edward Sunday, and
Ed Sanders. They were a)l here when ws came’. Johh Duck
was & fullblood who oould interpret far the Indian preachers,

2§

PREACHERS AND CHURTHES.

pN
‘I‘hé preachers were all Indians here in the early
deys. We attendsd mny Indien meetinés out east of royil.
Our adopted daughtar's uncle, Lewis Wolf, woﬁld proéch and
> another man naneq Rope would aing and p:eaoI}. in Indi;n_:gnd
John Dusk would tell us what they ;ud. ‘Then we weuld sing.
after themin the Raglidh lenguage. ‘There were lots of .
. Baptists among ﬂlp Che okess.. The l};thodi sts neaxr Chelsea
met und &r brush arbars then. There mé a Holiness preacher
naned Semiers, who held mestings. ’We’at-te:ndad Indian camp

meetings in Washington Distriet for weeks,

Cemotery at Claremdre
The o¥d l;icClai,ni and Sullivan Cemstery is almost

aurrounied by the Claremore Lake and members of the sullivan
. ~ ‘

¢



> BRXEDRN; TN, - (Mrs:) - INTERVIE .

18

femily were first buried there, The MoClaims Family
wore also buried there, My busbend's brother, Laybon
Breeden, was buried thers in 1901, and Floyd Breeden
was buried thers in 1899,

The cematery is located four nilu' northeas#®

s
of Claremors.on the roed going around the Claremors,
Oklalioma lake, , . ' i,
~ _COMMENTS

‘I am now. fifty-five years old and my husband is
sixty~-five years.old. We nvof-in inarmre and were
gld/to give this information to the writer, We have
lived in this district @ long time and want the fne
formasion to go to the Indian Historical Society Building
in Oklshoma City, Oklahoma. |
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