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My father ‘was Ramey Chastain of French and Cherokee
descent and was born in Georgla. ’

My mother, Juda Watts, of Cherokee and German paremt-
age, was also bdborn in Georgia. They were married in Georgia
vhere the first two children of the family were dorn.

I, Alles A, James nee Chastain, am the ycungest of the
twelve children and the only one living; was born i:on miies
south of Bentonville, Arkemsas, November 16, 1868.

My parents were claimants, but were never allowed oclaims.

| The Move.

A golony consisting of several families, including my
grandfsther, John Chastain, amd my father, left Georgia in
ocovered wagons, traveling as a wagon train, and came first

" 0 Tezas and settled in Texas on a stresm near Sen Antonto.
Here the first year they had f;he fever and plagued by the
mosquito they come north to arkansas.

Traveling in acovered wagons through a2 country without

roads ani no fords or bridges across the streams, {t was

slow goings At night they would build & fire and place their
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wegons in a circle arcund the fire for protection, especially

from the wolves and other animmls, Ineide 6f this oircle .-

‘3

the people and the stock apent the night. Vhen they crossed
the M =sissippi River and streams they would doudble teams
and they had {0 keep moving begcause of the treachercus guick-
sand. »
The New Home,
Looking the oountry over @s; they came and from ths
fagt that aome of their o0ld neighbars and friends had
lotthg in this losality, my grandfathey aml father decided
to locate south of Bentonvilie. Hare thsy #topped their
wegons and begen the preparations for the home that was
t0 be., They had everything to do and lived in the wagons
»fnd oovered sheds t11l they could cut and dress the logs
for a houses Then,to09, £hey had to split the boards for
a roof. . Thera were n0 windows but 2 wooden door with
a lateh string. Next game a shelter for the stosk, also
of logs 0@ poles amd e.overod W th brush ami grass.
| Then the land was to clear and prépare for the'apring
planting. In fact, the first few ysars were hard, busy
ones. Everything nearly was the outgons of a busy, inventive

brain,

o'ﬁ!"



VRS SOF SR m iy
v:-"{ [ ma ‘. m. v ®
R

: oL P 3

»

&
C;l

7030

¥{l4 game and berries,on which they depended the first
yoar, were plentiful, Meat had to be killed and prepared
for winter use, berries and fruits 30 be gathered and
dried, and alothes %o be planned for the fast !~ sreasing
family. Soon a homemade loom, and spinning "heol took a
place in the home, and a few shasp were added to the family
sta ok, | g

The ¥{vil ver,

Father enlisted and served through the ¥ar. He was
taken prisonsr in Ariansas and taken to Springfield,
Missouri. He was agcocused of killing 2 man, a crime which
he 413 not commit,

Mother, driving two big mules to a wagon and taking
two giris with her who kpn that father did not kill the
man, but who knew who did the killing, drove across the
sountry to Springfield and seocured with the aid of the
girls’ testimony, father's release on parcle, On the way
there, mothar got out on the tongue to let down the
reins for the mmles %0 drink amxl she fell t0 the ground
betwosn the mules. The girls scared, began to soream end
I have heard mother say that she said to them, "For God's

sake keep s$1ll and let me get out.”



TTIAMES, ALICR A. MRS, INTERVIEN,
Pe 4

7030

By this time they had & double log house, smckehouse,
stables of logs, and sheds of boxing. This house was
burned and the fam{ly had to move into_a box shed, which
they fixed up, and in it made the ghildren a bed of straw.
Father being in the war, mother and the children ware
looked after by a darksy named Alph who hunted, fished,
and in u;'ny ways supplied the family with food. OShe also
had & woren zemed 4nn who would not ageept her freedom
and on thess mother had to depand for support and protection
during the war, |

Grandfa ther Chastain was killed at Pes Ridge. They
were then living near “herokee eni the night defore the
battle he slipped home to see his family and that night
he told his wife that he wauld be kflled the next dey, and

sure enough he was, = "

—— &

As children we were tauzht to keep st{ll when othefs
were tslking., The only time I ever remember my father
punishing me was one dsy when he and a friend wers taYking
of the 0ld way days and he t0ld the following story in
which I, bzingdntoroa‘tod, had~edgod in and asked him to
repeut it:nd he slapped me lightly.

Fether's aunt was going through the woods ecerrying

a baby and sgaompanied by a smsll child when she disaovered
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that she was to meet a party of men. Being afraid and
sesing no means of escape, as ghe saw a hollow log, she
pushed the baby in ahead of her and with the other child
crawled into the log. Lying there, afraid te dresthe, they
were terrified when a amall Indian dog belonging to the
party eeme to the log and jumped upon it. she was sure
that éha wvag discovered but the 1ittle dog soon jumped
off the log and trotted on and she and her little children
weres not diseovered.,

. At times they did not have much to eat, Out of salt,
they have dug up the dirt where the meat hed dripped in
the mmoks house and boiled it for the salt. 44 times they
were giad to gather greens or any kind of edible graas for
f£ood and 80 glad t6 have the wild game the’ wes killed
by alph.

In Georgiea, they protected their families by building

stockaies, vut in ThHi5 country the womez end childwen had
no proteotian,
Life After the %ar.
then father returned, he began to rebufld, and at
first, they had only one room, dut later he added another

and repaired’ the otha duildings and began to farm again,
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Vhéea I was two yeers old, he s0ld out wre ani bought
a plece on the Osage sud later known as the "Ghaatain‘
Farmy," Here we llnd 8 one room,log house with a room
upsteirs et first to which father added as ve needed nmwe
rosm for the family, and storage for the goods he had for
the stors, Here father had a mill run by a big wheel in
the water, IHere he ground wheat and ocorn and he also sawed
lumber with the same mill. Hs had a store in ®nnection
with the mill and freighied his goods by wagon from
<San sntonie. BHe would buy up mule teams and wagons and
load them with flour, meel snd poesidbly apples. They wers
loaded from our bassk porch and I as & 1ittle girl was
always {ntereated in watching them load. One mule tesm
I remember was balky and when the wagon was load‘ed would
not start Lif the cover wes put on the wagon as they seemed
t0 know {f the cover was put over it mesnt a2 long ¢rip.
Thay wauld not ﬁﬁ?“th‘e cover on this wagon whon thay siaried.
The trip would take weeks and at the other end, fsther
wuld sell the teams and wagons that he did not want to
bring back. Those that he brought daax <~sre loaled wWith
barrels of sugar, sasks ¢f green coffee, and all the goods

for the stare.
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In our aloset we kept a barrel of granubkated sugar R

and one we galled the corswly sugar,.

In addition to the mill and stare he also had a black-
saith shop, Later after he sold this place it was knowmn
as the Yegger ¥ill,

Qur school days vere limited an' we did not attend
8chool as the ohildren 40 now days, e had subseription
schools and father peaid for us by the month, but I as the
youngest did get to go to sghool more than my older
brothers and sisters, I 414 not have to spin snd weave
as they 41d, though I can twist the thresd on the epindle,
and I helped, but the older sisters 4id most of the work.
They made us San-a-rel skirts, wove the cloth for our
dresses, and the cloth used {n my brother's alothes, desides
making the bedding and household linenms,

kove to Indian Terri tory.

In 1877, we moved sad locsted close to Grove, near the
August Sager place. VWe had goms {n covered wagons and
lived at first {n a one-room house, but later father
rented the Dod Dobkine plass and hers we had a double log

house. %e aitill used candles and grease lights and {4 was
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after we ¢rme here that I saw my first ocoal oil light.
Ye built fires with the spark from the flin? roex, by
letting th’e spark drop on the cotton gust under {%,

Our first matches wers kept {n a smll round dox
like & pill box and had a 1id. Mother eared for them and
keps them put away and they were not used svery time we
vanted a fire, When I was thirteen I started to school
at Hiekory Grove, and Mras, Jim Blythe was my tsacher.
Hey hnnband carried the mail from Vinita to Southwest City.
He went harsebaask and carried the mall in saddle pockete,

Then father bought & plsoe just nar th snd on the
ocast side of the road from Narey's Gap and here when I
was fourteen, my mother died. During her iliness, father
called Dr. Eli Lyle James, a young physician living at
Prairie City, new Ogeechee, to attend her and hers for the

first time I met the man I was afterwards to marry and %o

share with him the pioneer days of this atato;

After mother's death, I went to live with a married
siafc, Mrs. Cynthias Braught, who lived on Baptist Brench
now the Elmer Long plade four miles southwest of Fofrlamd.

My Husband.
Eli Lyle Jamss was born in Smithfield, Fulton County.

Illinois, Fedruary 3, 1850, He saw no service in the war
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because his father was sf{ck and they hired a agbatitute
for him s0 he could stay =t home and ocare for his father,
He gradusted from the College of Physicians and Surgeons
at Keokuk, Iowa, and came t0 the Indian Territory in 1877,
He precticed for fifty-eight years in this, and the
surrounding ocounties. '

I met him in 1882, After we were married he used to
tenss me 8nd tell me that he had always watched me eand
waited for me, Ve wers married Septenmber 15, 1888 at
Mud Springs by thes Rev, Baker amd began housekeeping in
8 little log house nsar by.

His pmetics extendsd as Par as he could g0 and I
pever knew when he was coming Or how long he was {0 de
at home, Dr. Jamee {is regslled by all the older setilers

éf this ecountry as one of the famtliar figures
—as he wnt abhout o3 his calls. 4t first he rode hioraseback
and oarried saddlebags and was always followed by two or
more dogs. Later when he began driving, the deggs stilil
agcoompanied him, and somstimes 1f one was small, {t rode
in the buggy with him, He always wore a Frince Aldbert
¢oat and the older settlers tell me thet he wore a long

heavy beard the first time that thsy saw him. The writer
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remsmbeys him in the later years as a little man with
white hair ani the long flowing white beard still wezring
the Pringe Albert.

His wife continued, he mostly rode 8 littls roan
horse, named Bill, who would freguently throw him,
followsd, by his hounds, two or ‘three and sometimes four
or five; and you rsmembsr he always wore a rPringe Albert.
"Did you ever ses him w thout his vesrd?* "N¢," she
geplied, "He wore a beard the firsi time t\hat I efer
sav him azd. he told me later that he used to have throat
traable and they removed his adenoids. While they were
hsaling, he let his beard grow and he hasd no throat
troudble aftermards. Thinking this growth of hair helped
him, he continued to wear it and never was afterwards
without {t, Even before hs dled he asked us that we
not sall an undertaker as they wuld cut his beard and

my son's wife promised him to see that it was not cut, and

{t was not,
The Fairland Homs.

After Fairland started, he built our present home and
we moved here to this house which is 10 ated west of iein

Street on Highwey #60, at the place were the 0ld Military

261
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Trail passed southward opt-of-Pairiend, our house, a
four-room, t#o-stary, 0l4 fashioned, frame building faces
the south and the Frisco right-of-way. Just acrose the
reilroad south of this house was the 0ld springs whers
the travelers slong the 0ld ¥ilitary Road used $0 camp and
stay %0 reat. Vhen the Ffriseo tuilt through,the spring
beoame f{lled up and later my husband had it cleaned out
and {¢t beseme &8 favorite saaping site. lYeny of ithe oity
families used the wator %111 the alty water works were
put i{n, then Mr. Puge, the City Superintendent, had the
spring filled up.

When we cuome to Fairlamd, my husband would say you een
tell how ast the oty {s growing for you esn count the
population each day when thsy turn out to see the train
go through. [ere our children grew up. We had three and
lost the girl. My sons, R. Q. ofiiiami , and Goldie Lyle
of Coffeyviils, Xansas, are 1iving.

We lived together fa@ for ty-seven years and he
practiced till just & few years before his death on
July 2, 1935. Dootar never rofused 2 osll from these that

¥ he thought nseded his ssrvices amd wany times have I seen
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him turn down ealls from those who were able to pay him
apd go to see those whom he knew would never be abie to
pay him but he would sey, 'they need me and they ecsn't
afford a dt.mtof'e my pexrt of the work being to carry on
at home and always have something for him to eat and a
oconfortable place for him to rest wher he had the
oppertunity. He weni at all hours of the 42y and night

and I nevar knew when hs wuld have to go.



