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Effie 8, Jackson, :
Journaliss, , .
Degember 3, 193(.—.\

An Intorvia with Mys, Roy Bradahavw,
leg8 8, Victor Ave., Tulsa, Okla,
Mys, Bradshaw (Nell Morgan Stsapler)
a direct deacendant of the Ross-
Stapler- Morgan fumilies,
The Stapler family in Wilmington, Delaware, were
. Bpgliah, Quakers in religion. The earliest record I
have of my .grogt gi'indfa'thor,flohn Staplu,/ia_ ‘when hov‘camo
into possession of & historic estate, corner of Front and
Thorn Streets, Iiinington, Delawvare, parallel with the
wharf. This was about 1791, Thid vas a show place. I
cams into the Stapler family through John's marriage to
the daughter of James Brian (it had boen the Brian estate).
John Stapler carried on an oxtomfvo Nova Seotia trade.
This home ’atill remains as a relic of historic interest.
Attached to this estate was the Stapler Center presented
to the omxmnity by John Stapler in 1798. On sbiu he
built an almshouse. |

Mary Brian Stapler vus the daughter of John Stapler.

&
She attended a quoﬁﬂo, Maw Jersey.
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There she met Louisa Jans Hioks,a piccq,qf John Ross
and also his damghters (by the Indian wife Quatie,
decessed) who were in achool at Lcwroicovillo. i;hn
Ross was in Washington at this tig; (1844) on business, |
He visited his dsughters and tﬁorc ret the beautiful
young girl, Mary Brian Staplor, eighteen years old. Hra.
Bradshaw has . copy of thc letter in which John Rona
asks Johm Stapler for his dang?tor s hand ih marriage.
Thin letter was copied from the original in the poaacsaion
of Leon Ross, gramison of Jopn‘Rosl. It was written by
Ross from Bo;ton, Haslgchnicttn, August 14, 1844, and was
very formal} oonch'od in fine language in kuping‘vith ]
the times, My, Stapler must have been willing to give
his daughter to the Indian Chief for a desoription of the
wedding appears .in the papers or‘that day. 4 description
of the wedding is given in the followd ng oxtrac?s from
"The Tridune, Hartwell, Pennsylvania, of Thursday Morning,
September 5, 1844. ;~ |

"Marriags of Ross at Eartwell's Hotel-

Pennsylvania, .
Tuesday, Soptcmbor 5,

*"To the Bditor of tﬁn Tribune: ' .

-
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A grand wedding parti was present at‘%ho mﬁiriago of
John Ross the celebrated Choquuo“ohicr in the President's
paricur of the Hartwell Hotel to Mary B;fian( Step lor of
'Wilninston D?laim. He {8 about fifty=-rfive. The beauti- .
ful and hiéhly Eccampliahod bride is eighteen,

The Srido was given away by her brother John W,
Stapler and attended by her sister and a niece of John
Ross, (Louisa Jane Hicks) as bridesmaids. A wedding party
of twenty (all half-breed Indians) daughters end nephews

of the groom was brought from Hew J:recy boarding schools,

‘Ross is considered 'to be worth half a million dollars.

After a brief sojourn at the hot;l he proposes to take
his beautiful bride straigh$ to his wild home in tho_’south
western. praixiu'.." Wisconsin E{storical Socicty(Thia te
only‘ an excerpt froam the complete accant)e

Mrs, Bradshaw calls attention to his"™Mild ‘ome in the
west", Che has two pietures of this hame, one ruther small
photograph and ons }arge tinted one. Th:;o pictures were
made and given her by her cousin, Leon Ross, who owned the

original. The picture shows a very handsome colorial mansion
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lndi\lhy 1t was qg;llod "",lho' Ross C.ottaéo" is a ‘qgostion
she cannot answey, This mansion was burned during th;
Civil War. She also has a picture about 10 x 18 of
Joha Roas and his bride whicl ulso was gi'nn\to her by
leon Ross from the original. Thoro were 4yo tc‘hildron
by the marriage of John Roaa and Mary Brian.jﬁ:fslohn
and a daughter Anna John had two children, Lcon,
already referred to and Adda (doooaaod). Mrs, llyrtlc |

N

Rose (Bem) of Muskogee is a daughtor or Adda and acoord<
ing to Mrs, Bradshaw has tho §moadod satin wedding gown N
of her grandmother, Mary Stapler Ross.

Qoﬁox aftermath of the wedding of John Ross to
Mary Stapler was the marriage of Mary's brother John
W, Stapler and Louisa Jane Hicks, niece of John Ross.
They had met for the first time as members of “th# Johmn
Ross wedding party.- They were the grandparents of Mrs,
Bradshaw.

Other letters and documents complete the married
life of John and Mary Hoss. 4 letter written to her,Mary

by Johm Ross, July 25, .1845) fram Washington, reveals
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the riuy Qonaolation he offers her because of pdr érict‘
at the action of the Friends BSociety. Th; Staplers ‘
were Frierids or Quakers. Mary's marriag‘/ég John Ross,
" one cutside her church and race, brought abwt her
diamissal from the Friends Society. It is a letter
breathing devotion, almost worship, a plece of litoratﬁro'
in itself. Reference is made to the new born child,
Auna, also to Anna's purse. This nurse played an important
part in the life of Mary. Sha had been her nurse during
her childhood, later the nurse of her children, Anna and
John, and today }ioa buried not far fram the body of John
Ross and Auna Roas, Ross Ccmotc;y Park Bill, but by a
strange quirk of fate fay fram the grave of her mistress
in fare-away Delaware. ,

The tinﬁl document closing tﬁe story of John Rosa is
one detailing his funeral in Wilmington, Delaware, in 1866.
The article describes the service at the residence of his
brother-in-law, John ¥, Stapler, Wilmiﬁéton, Delawars, under
auapices Qr the Methodist Episcopal Church, A list of

pall besarers ars given, chapel services were held later at
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_Hothégilt Bpiscopal Church and buriel at Brandywine
Oo;notory.. in the Staplo:: t‘amily bn.rinl grounds"Where
the mortal remains of the thcf was laid by tho:aidc ‘
of his noble and Ghriatian wife, an accamplished lady
of Delawarian birth, vhose death preceeded that of her
husband dbut one shori ysar." Their daughter was called
"Prairie Flower” by President Buchaﬂin. Th:&2§;rokeca
wan}od their chief to rest smong his people-afid later
drought the remains baék to Park Bill whers a monument
marks his resting place in the Roas Cemetery av that
Place., -

As stated before John W, Stapler, brother of
Mary, met ﬁd&iégisﬁno Hicks, niece of Jo;n Ross, at the
wodding of John Hoas and’ﬂary Brian Stapler. Louisa
Jane Hioks was the grunddaughter of the famons Chief
OCharles Hiocks and Gaughter of Onief E1i jah Hicks, (Kl{jah
Hi{cks {5 buried in Claremore Cemetery, originally the private
buriel ground of the Hicxs fauily). Jane as she was called
oftener than Louisa, was born in New Echota, Georgia, August
20, 1888, A% the age of eleven she came in the first

division of one shousand Cherokees in the Removal., Her
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father, Chief Eli jah Hicks, was 4{n oquand.x Two hund-ed
in his division diud‘;n the way. They rode twenty in a
uago;. Acoording to the record Mrs., Bradshaw has, Kli jah
was the n}dnﬂay and oounsellor of the Cherckees during
the Removal of his division., This division left Georgia
in Augus$, 1836, and were enroute until Jamary, 1837,
Jane Hicks has told her mons of the privation of that
Journey, arriving on the dbanks éf the Illinois River
in a severe snow storm. ZThere they settled near the
present 2i{te of Taklequch, living in tents until cabdins
could be built.

Jane Hicks received her early education at Dwight
Mission, them 90lpltt0d 1t at Lawrenceville, Hew Jersey.
It was while she waz in attendance there that ahe met
Mary Brian Stapler, an acquaintanceship that was to deter-
Qino their lives, Mary to decome Mrs. John Ross and Jane
to become her sister-in-law by marriage %o John Wharton
" Stapler, of Wilmington, Delaware, John Stapler was a
graduate of Haverford College, Haverford, Ponnaylvuxiﬁ,
After thoir marriage, they came to Tahlequah about 1854;\

where he gatablilhod one of the first mercantile stores,

—
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knowa under the name of John W. Stapler and Sons, which
sontimed {n busineas until the \dga,th‘of his {wo sons :
John and Jumes, a few ysars ago. )
The Stapler farm and home was directly aoross from
the Cherckes Capitol on Main Street. It started as a
substantial log house, this was lafpr framed in and a
$wo story wing added, and other tvé story nings 1dded,
and colonjial porches were added. Myrs. Bradshaw
ns plotures showing the evolution of this home trom
cadbin to a mansion., It was a gnthoring place for
notables. This home was burned. during the 80's, In
one picture appears the old se who had raised Mary
Brian Ross and cared for th¢ daughter Anna, She, the
nurse Jiea duried near th; grave of Johm Ross. To the
S8tapler fu’uly her grave with its marker of lqQoation has a
distinotive value. John W, Stapler's old father, John
Stapler of Wilmington, Delawarse, came ocut west to visit
his son and, ﬁilo here, died and was buried in Park Hill
Cemetery. He was a member of the Friends Society and did

not believe in merking a grave so the old faily nurse,
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when lh; died, ;A;vburicd near him and thus preserves
1dentification of his grave. Mary Brisn Stapler lles
in the Staplar‘funily dburial ground in far-a-way Os Laware,
while her husband, fi:ther and children lis in the land"of
his Cherokse people,the Ross Cemetery, Park Hill.

The Chcroku/a called John ¥, Stapler by an Indian‘
name meaning"church steeple” because of his height and ]
great dignity. A story is told of his early exporisnce
with the Indiana, Hf sold stamps in his ;toro and the
full-bloods would come here and buy them and ask tke clerks
to stamp them, Mr, Stapler got tired of this|and posted a :
notice in his store ahich’road 'ﬂostago stamps for sale,
but you'll have to lick your own stsmps,” After hiu death
his btusiness was carried on by hia two sons, James and John
Brian Stapler.

Louisa Jane Hicks Staplor'haa left her mark among
vog;n leaders of territorial &aya.‘ Mys, Stapler organized
the first Sunday School in Tahlequah, 1867, Qnd was its
Superintendent for twenty-seven years, She org:nized and

iadwbrolidcnt of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union of
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the II'ndnn Territory and honorary life president, She
cntn;uin-d Frances Willerd in .h-r home at the time .
she was present foi-_ the organization. ‘Frances Willard '
gave Mrs, Stapler her picture as a noaento. This
pietare is now in thepossession of the granddaughter,
'jllrc. Bradshaw. ©She plans to present this picture to
the Frances ¥Willard Homs for Girls, Tulsa, during the
Christmas Season, 1937, Mrs, Bradshaw alzo has a
picture of the Iln(tioul Woman's Christian Texmperance
Union OOmntiox; held at Atlanta. Mra, Stapler sits
beaide Frances Wiilaxd, Alioce Robertson is standing
near; well representing the young Indian Tor:jitory. Mrs.
Bradshaw does not have the date of her grandmother's
déath, prodbadly in the 90's, dut memoranda from newspaper
of the day atress her half century of activity {in terri-
torial histary. .
My, and Mrs. John ¥, Stapler left three childrea,
lhggio, James and John B, They ‘allo reared a nephew
B, D, Bicks, who lives {n Tahlequah., John B, Stapler
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married Bllie Morgan, daughter of Gideon Morgan and
of this marriage there were -tvo children, Nell
Stapler Bradghﬁ, Tulsa, and!Joh'n Bri{an 8%z ler, Tahle-
quah; Jemes and John Stapler contimied in the mercantile
business left them dy their father amd took their placs
{n the lesdership of cammmunity affairs. ,Jamu becams
postmaster, John a member of the Board of“ h'natou‘ot
the Seminary. These drothers o:;éaniztd the first bank
" {n Tuhlequah, known as the Benk of Tahlequah in 1891,
They also headed a group of Cherokees tiat made possible
the first televhone lins, 1885, in the Indiam Territory.
This lime extended fram the &ffice of Staplers and Son
to the store of John Scott at Fcrt Gibson. John Stapler
- was the first msn in the Terzitory to tranamit his voice
to & distant point, The drothers were very devoted to
sach other. Johm was dlind, wnd when the dell rang, John
said, "James, you answer 1t,” and Jemes said, "No, ym?"
and Joha aocepted the favor and attendant honor.

Johm Stapler passed avay in 1934. His widovw,

lro, Rlie Morgan Stapler, lives in Tahlequah, as doss
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his son, Joha B, Ssapler II. His daughter, Mrs. Roy
Bradshaw, lives in Tulsa.

To enter the Bradsaaw home is to feel the dominance
of the John Ross personality. The physical setting seems
$to center around the large portrait of John Ross (original
in Smithsonian) which receives an almost human aspect
from the glow of the wood ~burning fireplace. Near is
another life like pioture of John Ross and his -dride, Mary
Brian Stapler and near that one of the beautiful southern
mansion to whioch he took his eastera bride. The many
-+ hatflooms of the Ross and Stapler families form a fitting
background for the family story as told by Nell Staplsr -
Bradshaw (Roy). Mwys. Bradshaw supplemented and supported
her - statements with letters, picturesa and doomunh from
a well kept file. #ield worker



