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Kfflt S. Jackson,
Journalist , x r \
Deeember 9, 1987.

An Interr ie* with Mrs. Roy Bradshaw,
lflES S. Victor Art . , Tulaa, Okla«

Mri. Brddohaw (Htl l Morgan S U p l t r )
a dlrcot d«ao«ndant of tht Roas*

Morgan JTodl i te ,

faa l ly In Wilmington, D»lawar«, w«r«

fiagliah, Qoaktro in r e l i g i o n . Th« • o r l i t a t r«cord I

hatt of my gr«at grandfather, John Staplar^ Is «h«n h« oant

Into po**«8alon ofm h i s tor ic oa ta t t , corner of Front and

Thorn Streets , WllAlogton, Delaware, paral le l with the

wharf* th i s waa about 1791* This was a show place* I t

case Into the Stapler family through John's marriage to

the daughter of James Brian ( i t had feeen the Brian e s ta te )*

John Stapler carried on an extens^/re Nora Scotia trade*

This home s t i l l remains as a r e l l e of h i s tor i c i n t e r e s t .

Attached to th i s es tate was the Stapler Center presented

to the ooemmnity by John Stapler in 1798* On th i s he

bu i l t an almshfiuss*

'¥'

Mary Brian Stapler vas the daughter of John Stapler*

She attended a *irli' sohool in Uflwenoerille, New Jersey*
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Thara aha mat Louisa Jam Hiolt;s,a nise% of John Ross

and aloo bit daughter* (by the Indian vlf« Quatia,
j

daoaassd) who war« in school at I*wranQairilla» John

Roas was in Washington at thia tins (1844) on businaas.

Ha risitad his daughters and thara mat th« beautiful

young g i r l , Mary Brian Staplar, aightaan yaars old. Mrs,
i

Bradthaw has L oopy of tha lattar in which John Ross

John Stapler for his danghtar's hand in aarriaga*

Thia lattar was oopiad from tha original in tha posaasaion

of Laon Rosa,' granlson of John Rosa* It ma writtan by

Rosa froK Boston, Hassaohosatta, iogast 14, 1844, and was

tary foraud\ oouohad in fina language in kaaping with

tha tinaa. Mr. Staplar wist haTa baan willing to girt

his daughtar to tha Indian Chiaf for a dasoription of tha

wadding appaarf .in tha papars of that day* A daaoription

of tha wadding is giran in tha following axtraet from

"lie Tribunt, Eartwall, Pannsylrania, of Thursday Ubrnlng,

Saptazabar 5, 1844.

Ifarriaga of Ross at Hartwall'a Hotal-
FannaylTania,

Taasday, Saptambar 5,

"To tha Bditor of tha Tribuna:
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A grand wadding party was present at the matfriage of

John Boss the celebrated Cherokee chief in the President^

parlour of the Hartwsll Hotel to Mary Brian Stapler of

WllBlngton Dalavara. H« i s about f i f ty - f i r t . Th« btouti-

ful and highly accomplished brid* i s eight««n,

ThM brida was givnn away by bar brother John W«

Staplar and attandad by har s is tar and a nlaca of John

Rosa* (Louisa Jana Hioka) as bridtsmaids. A wadding party

of twtnty (a l l half-braad Indians) daughters and naphows

of tha. groom was brought from Haw Jersey boarding schools,

Ross i s considered'to be worth half a raillion dollars*

After a brief sojourn at tha hotel he proposes to take

his beautiful bride straight to his wild home in the south

western, prairies." Wisconsin Historical Soci«ty(Thie i s

only an excerpt from the complete aoccant)*

Mrs* Bradshaw cal ls attention to hiB*mid '"?&• in the

vest"* Uie has two plotor#6 of this home, one rather small

photograph and one ).arge tinted one* These pictures were

made and given her by her cousin, Leon Ross, who owned the

original* The picture snows a very handsome colonial mansion
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and why i t was oalled wThe HOBS Cottage" Is a question

aha cannot answer*, This mansion waa burned during the

Clr l l War* She also has a pioture about 10 x 12 of

Johm Ro«» and hla bride which ulso nae glTtn to htr by

Lton HOM from thtf original* Th*r« war* tifo childrtn

by tha jaarrlaga of John Rosa and Mary Brlan» a son John

and a daughter Anna* John had two children, Lton,

alraady rafarred to and Adda (dacaasadh Mrs, Uyrtla

Boat (8fln) of Mualcogea is. a daughter of Adda and accord-

Ing to ^r«. Bradshaw has tha brocaded satin wadding gown

of her grandmother, Mary Stapler Rosa,

Another aftermath of the wedding of John Boss to

Mary Stapler waa the marriage of Mary's brother John

W. Stapler and Louiea Jane Hicks, niece of John Ross*

They had met for the first time as- member a of 'the John

Roaa wedding party..- They were the grandparents of Mrs,

BradJhaw,

. Other letters and. documents, oomplete the parried

lift of Jons and Mary Boas* A letter written to her^Mary,

by John B O M , July 25, 1845 from Washington, r
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tha fina consolation ha offara har baeauaa of har griaf

*t tha action of th«,Fri«nd» Sooi«ty. Tha Staplara

wart Jriarida or Quakara. Mary's oarriagt/io John Hoss,

on* outaidt bar church and r&ot, brought about har

diamitsal from tht Frianda Society. I t la a l a t t t r

braathing darotion, almost worship, a plaoa of litaratura

0 in itaalf . Rafaranoa la mada to tha naw born child,

Anna, elao to Anna*a nuraa. This nuraa playad an Important

part la tha Ufa of Mary* Shi had baan har nursa during

har ohildhood, latar tha nursa of har ohildran, Anna and

John, and today li«a bnriad not far fraa tha body of John

Roaa and Anna Roac, Ross Camatary Park Hi l l , but by a

atranga quirk of fata fay frca tha grart of har midtrass

In far-away Dalav&ra. ,

Tha final doeuscnt closing tha story of John Rosa i s

ona dat&iling hia funaral in Wilmington, JDclawara, In 1866.

Tha artlola daaorlbaa tha aarrlca at tha raaidanca of hia

brothar-in-law, John W, Stapler, Wilmington, Dalawara^ undar

auapicaa of the Mathodlat Xpisoopal Churoh. A Hat of

pall baaxara ara giTan, chapel aarricaa *ara hald latar at
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Msthodlst Spisoopal Church and burial at Brandywins

Gsmstsry, in ths Staplsr family burial groundsn.Wh«r«

ths aortal rtaains of ths chief was laid by ths old* ''

o^hl« noblt and Christian irift, an accompliahtd lady

of Dtlavarlan birth, nhos* dtath prtctoded that of htr

husband but ont short ytar*n Thsir daughter was oallsd

"Pr«iri« Flow«rn by Pr«»id*at Buchanan. Ths Chsrokete

vtntsd thslr chl«f to rtat among hia peopit^md lat«r

brought ths r*o«ina back to Park Bi l l whtra a monumsnt

asrks his resting plaos in ths Rosa Csmstsry ai; that

piaos•

AM statsd bsfors John W, Staplsr, brother of
— '

Mary, s s t liouisa Jans Hicks, niec« of John P«oss, at ths

wsdding of John Hoaa «.nd Uary Brian stapler. Louisa

Jsns Hioks was ths granddaughter of ths fanoua XJhisf

Oharlsa Hioks and daughter of Ohiof SUjah Hi eke. (Elijah

Hicks is burltd in Clartnor* Csmctory, originally ths privats

burial ground of ths Hioks faroily), Jans as aho was callsd

oftsnsr than Louiaa, wan born in Hsw £ohota, Georgia, August

20, 18SS« At ths sgs of slsv^n she cans in ths f irst

ditision of one thousand Chsrokssa in ths Rsmoval. Hsr
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fathar, Qhiaf Elijah HI oka, vat in ooawand*. Two hunrt̂ ad

in hie dlTiiion dlad on tha way* Tbty rod* twanty in a

wagon. According to tha raoord Ur», Bradahaw haa, Slijah

waa tha mat natay and oounotllor of tha Charokaas daring

tha fianoTal of his diriaion. This diTioion latt Georgia

in August, 1836| and war* •nrouta until January, 1837.

Jan* HI oka haa told bar s>na of tha priration of that

journty, arriving on tha banks of tha I l l ino i s Rir«r

in a aayara anov atorm. Thar* thay aattlad naar tha

praaant aita of Tnfclaqueh, llTing in Unto until cabins

could ba built*

Jana Hicka raoairad har aarly aduoation at Dwlght

Miaalon, than cooplatad It at L*wr«nc«Tin«, Haw Jarsay*

It waa whila aha waa in attandanoa thara that aha mat

Mary Brian 8topi«r, an aoqumintanoaahip that vaa to datar*

nina thair liTaa, Uaxy to bacotaa ttrt* John Boaa and Jana

to baoona har aiatar-in-law by Karriaga to John Wfearton

Staplar, of WliBlngton, Dalawara* John St«plar.was ft

graduata of H*Y*rford Oollaga, Hararford, Pannaylymia.

Aftar thoir aarriagt, thay OCJB» to Tanlaquah about 1854,

vnara ha aatabliahad ona of tha firat »arcantila atoraa,
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tawwi tindtr tht namt of John I . Stapltr and Sons, which

oontinutd in buaintas unti l tht dtata of hi t two aona
" *- *

John and Jut a, a ftv ytara ago.

Tht Stapltr fast and homt waa dirtotly aoroaa from

tht Chtroktt Capitol on Main Strttt. It atarttd aa a

substantial log houat, thia was lattr framtd in and a

two atory wing addtd, and othtr twp atory wings ̂ ddtd,

and colonial porohta wart addtd. Mra. Bradaha*
c

baa piotorta showing tht trolutlbn of thia homt from a

cabin to a nan*ion. It waa a gatharing plaot for

notablta. Thia host was burnt'd during tht 909a. In

ont pioturt apptara tht old Burst who had ralstd Mary

Brian Roaa and oartd for tht daughttr Anna. Shtt tht

nurat J.iea burltd ntar tht grart of John Roaa. To tht

Stapltr faaily htr graTt with ita marktr of Location has a

diatinotiTt Talua. John W, Stapltr'• old fathtr, John

Stapltr of Wilmington, Dtlawart, oamt out wtat to Tiait

hit aon and, whllt htrt, ditd and was buritd in Park Hill

CtBtttry. fit was a mtcabtr of tht Fritnda Sooitty and did

not btlltrt in Barking a graft so tht old faaily nurst,
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whtn shs disd, was burltd ntar him and thus prsssrrss

idsntifioatidn of his grays. Mary Brian Staplsr 11«a

in ths 8 tapis* faaily burial ground in far-a-way iXlawars,

wnila hsr husband, fithsr and children l i t in tho land"of

his Chtrokss p«opl«,tho Ross ~0«m«t«ry, Park Hi l l .

Th« Chtroktta called John W, StapUr by an Indian

nans m«aning"churoh stssple1* btcauss of hi a height and

grsat dignity. A atory ia told of hia sarly sxporlanos

with ths Indiana. H« sold stamps in his ato.'* and ths

full-bloods would COB* hsr« find buy thsox and ask ths clsrks

to stamp thsm. Ur. Staplsr got tlrsd of this and postsd a
/

not!os in his ators ahlch rsad "postags Btampe for sa l s t

but you'll hava to lick your own ataHpa." Aftsr hlu dsath

his businsss was oarrisd on by hi a two sons, Jamss and John

Brian Staplsr.

Louisa Jans Hicks Staplsr has l e f t hsr siark among

womsn lsadsrs of territorial days.* Mrs, Staplsr organized

ths f irst Sunday School in Tahlsquah, 1867, and was i t s

Supsrintsndsnt for twsntyssrsn ysars. Shs org^nizsd and

«as prssidsnt of ths lama's Christian Ttmpsranos Union of
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the Indian Territory and honorary XIft preeident, 8ht

tnttrtained Tran&ta Willerd In htr heat at th* Urn* •

ant vat preaent for tht organization* Francea Wlllard

gate Uri« Stapltr htr ploturt a* a acmnto. This

piettira la nov la thapoaaaaaion of the granddaughter,
s

Ura. Bradahaw* Sf plana to praaant thla plotura to

taa Yranoca Wlllard Eoma for <Hrlaf Tulaa, daring tha

Oferlataaa Saaaon, 1937* Mra. Bradahaw alao has a

plotura of tha National IaM&*a Ohriatian Taaparanoa

Union Oonrantion hald at Atlanta* Ura* Staplar alta

baaida Franoaa Wlxlard, Allot Bobartaon Is standing

maar) wall rtprtatntlng tna young Indian Territory, Mra*

Bradahaw dota not hart tha datt of htr grandmother1a

death, probably In the SO1a, but memoranda from ntwtpaptr

of the day atrtaa htr half century of aotlrlty In terri-

torial hietory.

Iff. and MTB* John i* Stapltr l e f t three children,

Maggie, Jamea and John B. They alao reared a nephew

K. 0, Hi oka, who Urea in Tahltquah* John B, Stapler
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marriad BHia Morgan, daughter of Old ton Morgan and

of this marriagt thara wars two children, l a l l

Stipltr Bradahaw, Talia, and John Brian 8taplar, Tahla-

qaaiu Jaxsa and John Sttpl«r oontinutd in tha Mtroantilt

tmtlntas l t f t th«a by th«lr father and took th«lr plao«

la tht l««d«rtalp of canunlty t f f a l n * J"a»8 b«oact

po»tm*at»r, Joha a mtnb«r of tha Board of Trasttta of

tht Stmlnary. Th«at broth*r« organizad tha f irst bank

im Taaltquan, toiown as tha Btnk of Tahltquah in 1891.

Thaj alao haadtd a group of Charokaaa that nada poaaibla

tha f irst talaphona Una, 1885, in tha Indian Territory.

TMa Una axtandad frcm tha dffica of Staplers and Son

to tha itora of John Scott at Jcrt Oibaon* John Staplar

was tha f irs t man in tha Tbnitory to transmit hia voict

to & distant point* *2&a brothara vtra rsry darotad to

saoh othar. John wao blind, and vhan tha ball rang, John

said, "Jamaa, you anevar i t , " and Jesse aaid, "Ho, you?"

and Jona aooaptad tha fayor and attandant honor*

John Staplar paaaad away in 1994* His widow,

Mrs* Kills Morgan Staplar, l i ras in TaMsquah, aa doaa
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his SOB, Joha B, Stapler IX« Hit daughtar, Mra, Roy

Bradahaw, lira* la Tulaa.

To antar tht Bradanaw home i s to f t t l the donlnanoa
of tha Joha Ro«« p«no&aXity« Th« physical fatting %*mm
to oa&tar around tha larga portrait of John Rose (original
la ^tithaonlaa) «bioh raoalYaa an alsost henaa aapaot
from tha glow of tha wood •burning firaplaot. H«ar la
anothar Ufa Xika plotura of Joha Roaa and his-brid*, Mary
Brian Staplar and naar that on* of tha baautiful southern
mamaion to whloh ha took hia aaatara brida* Tha Baay
kattloosa of tha Boaa and Stapltr fwniliafl form a fitt ing
Qackjpouad for tha family atory aa told by Hall Staplar
Bradahav IRoy). Mra« Bradahav supplamantad and supportad
har'atataaanta with lattars , pleturaa and doouaanta from
a wall kapt f l l a . ^ield worker


