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BRANDON, SAli IHTERVUiT,- fl.0569

Field Workerfs name Ruby lolfentarger

This report made on (date) April £7 1 9 3 JL
l

1. Namo 3 « Brandon

Foct Office Address Sentinel

3, Rfi-idinco addrcsc (or location)

4» DATE OF BIRTH: Month

5, Place of bir th

aa «outh of

Day ia Year

6. Name of Father f i l l Brnndon Place of b i r th Tennessee

Other information about fa t^-r

7. Name of Mother Mary Braaley

firmer

Place of birth Tennessee

Other information about mother Houae*ife

Notes, or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and.
story of the lerton interviewed. Rofcr to Manual for sus^ested subjects
and questions^ Continue on blank shec-tr? if noccssary and'attach firmly to
this form* Number of sheets attached £ \ «
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Ruby ffolfenbarger
Meld Worker
April £?, 1936.

Interview with JSf. Saa Brandon
Sentinel, Oklahoma,

I was born In Tennessee In 187£, but my parents

mored to Texas when I «ae about eight years old. I help-'.
to-

ed ay father f a n in Texas for a number of years, I had a

small herd of cattle with.my brand and a good wagon and

team.

fle were not far from the Territory l ine , about

twenty miles, and in 1900 I decided to orosa the rirer for

I wanted more land and better land, I »loat lota of my ,

stock in the river. I had two wagons, about twenty nead

of oatt le , tire head of horses and our household goods;

we also brought our ohiokens with us. ffe had a l i t t l e

trouble trying to get aoroaa the rirer. It was in Deooa-

ber and the rirer was a thick coat of ioe, we thought

that we could cross on i t but we got our wagons about half

acroas and the lee broke with'us, none wore hurt but the

woatn and children nearly frozo to death, ffe had to leave

our cattle in Texas until I could get back with theou



314
*

BRlHDON, SAM INTERVIEW / 1 0 5 « 9
»

i

i

The oountry was vary beautiful,eTon in the winter.

There were lots of trass, blackjack, ela, sycamore, pecan,

pott otk and persimnons and in the fall we. gathered lots

of hickory nuts,

I took up an Indian Iceso of eighty acres, ny house

was a double log house with a hard dirt floor. '•« nerer

knew what a broom m s In those days, ay wife used brooa

weeds whioh grew around there". It took lots of work get-

ting the land ready for crops, we had to grub up the trees

and stissps before we could plant* We used the stumps for

our fuel and zaade a rail fenoe out of the other, ffe had

to haul our drinking water about three miles from a spring,

a took got water* froa the creek,

There was lots of wild fruit and wild berries around

the country. 7e raised zaost a l l ofv our fodds in those

daysj I put up ay meat and lard erery year and wralweya

raised a wonderful garden, had plenty of dr^ed beans, pass

and other things* We had our coffee ground, we aadr our

sorghuB Bolasaes orery f a l l and we didn't know what flour

was for we ate corn meal three times a day.
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I had seTsrtl ohlldron who were old enough to go

to iOhool but tho> didn't got to go very auoh as I needed

tntn at hone to help with the orop*. I sent my g ir l e to

•ohool acre than I did sy boys as I thought that o i l a

boy needed to know Has how to be a fanner. The early

• e t t l e r e were too poor to send their children to 6ohool,

we had to pay a s a a i l f e e .


