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Field Worker's name  Ruby Wolfenbarger
This rcport made on (date) April 27 - 1938

1. Name Sem Brandon

e Po:t‘ Vffice Address __gentingl, Oklshans. -
53. Residance addrese (or location) _Tyg m}l 1o .mm; of Sentinal

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month ___ jareh Day 18 _ Year _3gme
5. Place of birth ___ Tennsssee

6. Namo of Father ¥{1ll Brandon Place of bifth 2!‘ puesgee
Other 1nf$rmat ion atout feth-r Yarmey

7. Neme of Mother Mary Branley Place of birth Tennessee
Otrer infcrmation about mother Housewife - -
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Notes or complete narretive by the field worker dealing with the 1life and.
story of the rerson intorviewed, Rofer to Manual for suggcsted subjects
and questionsy Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this forms Number of shcets attached g \ o
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BRANDON, SAM INTERVIEW #10569
Ruby Wolfenbdbarger

Yield Worker X
april 87, 1938,

* Intervicw vitfl&r. Sam Brandon
Sentinsl, Oklahoma,
I was born in Tennessee in 1878, but m,yéparonts
moved to Texas when I was about eight years old. I help-
(/3
od my father farm in Texas for a number of years, I had &

small herd of cattle with.my brand and a good wagon and

o
$

tean,

| We were not far from the Territory line, aboutf
twenty miles, and in 1900 I decided tc; oroas the x:iver for
I nntodi more land and better land, Islost lots ‘of y .
stock in the river, I had two wagons, about twentg ﬁelad
of cattle, five head of horses and our household g¢;dn;

ve also brought our chickens with us. #e had a little
tx:oubla trying to get across the river. It was An Decen-
ber and the river was & thick coat of ioe, we thought

that we ocould oross on it bdbut we got our wagons adout half '
acroas and the ice droks with us, none_.mre hurt but the
women and children nearly frozo to death. %e had to leave

our cattle in Texas until I could get back with theam.



‘ 314
ERANDON, SAM INTERVIENW F10569

e

1
{

The oountry was very beautiful,even in the winser.

There were lots of trsss, blsckjack, elm, sycamore, pecan,
post oak and persimmons and in the fall we gathered lots
of hickory nuss. ‘

I took up an Indian lessc of eighty acres, my house

was a double log house with a hard dirt floor. ‘e never

knew what a dbroom mas in‘ those days, my wife used broon

Yeeds wioh grew avound there. It took lots of wark get-
ting the land ready for ocrops, we had to grud up the trees
and stumps before we could plant, ie used the stumps for
our fusl and made a rail ren;:e out of the othor. e had |
to haul our drinking vatet a&ut three miles tran a sp;'ing,
ny stock got watel® from the oreek, ,

There nl.lota of wild rr;xit and wild berries around
the country. We raised most all of our fodds {n those
days} I put up my meat and lard every year and Mhaya
raised a wonderful garden, had pleﬁtff o;‘F dr‘;ed beans, peas
and other things., We had our coffee ;'onnd, we madr our
sorghum molasses ocvery fall and we dl}ﬁ"t know vhat flour

was for we ato corn meal three times a day,
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I had several ochildren who were old enough to go
to school but the; didn't got to go very much as I needed
tnem at home to help with the orops., I sent my girls to
school xore than I did my boys as I shought that all a
boy needed to know was how to dbe a farmer, The early
settlers .nro too poor to send their children to school,

we had to pay a smalil fse,



